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And so we enter the 16th year of publishing this Newsletter. During that time we have grown from a few
families in our flock to a nationwide mailing of nearly 1000 addresses. We began as a newsletter to keep
people informed about our Church and our weekly Radio Program. Time, and God’s Blessings, have
continually expanded the Outreach Ministry until now it involves Newspaper Articles, Publishing and
distributing devotional and Bible Study Books, numerous Radio programs each week, producing and
distributing audio and video tapes, helping those in need, promoting Bible Study Classes,
and assisting other Churches. Soon, the Lord willing, we will also be on the World Wide
Web so many many more people will be  able to obtain our help, use our literature
resources,  and hear the wonderful story of the marvelous saving Grace of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Truly, God is to be GREATLY PRAISED for His Blessings on this
work and on this unworthy servant whom He has chosen to direct this effort.

Last January as I prayed and sought God’s directions for this work I felt impressed to
ask God for $50,000 in income because of the great needs I saw at that time (Almost all of
our books were nearly out of print and demand was continuing to increase). This took a lot
of faith since our income in 1995 was slightly over $15,000 and that was one of our best years ever. Well,

as you will see from our Financial Statement later in this newsletter, we received over $42,000 last year for
the Outreach Ministry, nearly $5,800 for the Helping Hand Ministry, and over $4,000 in donated equipment;
bringing our total income for 1996 to over $50,000! (Glory, Glory, Glory!). That income came from the Lord
through a little over 50 individuals, families, or organizations. To each of them I express my heart felt
THANKS and pray God will greatly Bless you because of your willingness to share in reaching people for
Christ. (You should have already received your tax receipt. If you have any questions then contact me).

I am typing this on a Wednesday of an EXTREMELY busy week. I have had to do a lot of counseling this week,
I’ve had to make up and mail the post cards for our local Minister’s Meeting (Tuesday, Jan 21 at 8:30am at Prossers-
This month’s subject- “How to handle the Pressures of being a Pastor”), meet with our Assistant Pastor for several
hours to plan our upcoming sermons and activities, copy tapes for a church that wants to use one of our study

programs, help another church with their financial program, Work on Sermons (This Sunday at 11am
“Dealing with Family Problems”) and develop this week’s Sunday School Lesson (“Handling

Communication Conflicts”- 10am, be here!). And, of course, daily radio programs, weekly newspaper
articles, visiting the hospitals and nursing homes, and normal duties had to be done. But tonight I GET
TO SOP SYRUP. We will have Prayer,  some activities related to “Handling Family Rivalries” and then
dip those home made biscuits in Cane Patch Syrup with some butter stirred in! Who says Hard work is
not rewarded!!



Other Activities this week include:
FRIDAY- Gleamers (9down) will have GOG (Gobs of Games) at the Fellowship Building beginning at
7:00pm. An exciting time so don’t miss it.
SATURDAY- Young Adult Class get together at Don and Kathy Lewis’ home.
SUNDAY- Church beginning at 9am. We will continue with this month’s theme on “Help for the Family”

             YOUTH BIBLE STUDY (10up) will be Sunday Night at 7:00pm at the home of Mike McGee.
This month’s topic “Living as a Christian in an UnChristian World”. We had a great get together with this
group last Saturday night for their activity and we look for another special time this week as we study God’s
Word together---and then eat Mike McGee’s Groceries!
TUESDAY- Still time to join the new Precept Class on “Daniel, What in the world is God doing on
earth”. Classes meet each Tuesday at 7:00pm in the Fellowship Building. See Mrs Jan for details.

LOOKING AHEAD- We have majored on the “Family” during January with all our Messages
and Sunday School Lessons offering help for every area of family need. During February we will
“shift gears” and accent MUSIC as we try to improve our relationship with the Lord. The
Sermons and Studies will point toward drawing into a more intimate walk with the Lord. One way
that is accomplished is with a heart full of Praise and Adoration for the Lord. During February the
Choir will sings numerous songs, special music will be highlighted, instrumental music will be featured, and
congregational music will include Praise and Revival type songs. 

We have recently done a great deal of work in our Audio- Video Room as we turn it from a “junk room”
into a Showplace; as well as the new Church Office. Special Thanks to Eric Hanniford for his invaluable
help. His physical condition limits his activities but he grits his teeth and does a great job. What a blessing
he has been since he gave his heart to the Lord.

What a wonderful time it is to serve the Lord. The worst the world gets the more I see the need of
Christians letting their light shine. That is our privilege; and our responsibility. Pray that God would allow
us to use EVERY Opportunity He provides to reach every person we can with the Gospel. Also continue
to Pray that God would meet our needs and give us the wisdom we need in order to accomplish His purpose
for this work . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Preacher Mike Ps 16:11

NEED DIRECTION???
     I remember going to church the first Friday night in December.  I was amazed at the amount of traffic that

was on Lawrence St.  It was like traveling from D.C. to Richmond at 5:30 in the afternoon.  I couldn’t believe it. 

I asked my wife, “What in the world, The only people that travel this street is the people that go to Grace and

the people that live on it.”  We proceeded towards the church and noticed cars backed up for a long way on a

side street.  Then I noticed several cars coming out of where the church is.  The road in front of the church

dead ends just three houses down from the church.  There were six cars coming out of the dead end.  We

went on in the church still wondering what was going on and the cars just continued to pile in and right back

out of Lawrence St.  Then it hit me!  It was time for the Christmas parade.  And all of these cars were tying to

beat the parade by taking a short cut.  When they realized that the side road was backed up too, they

proceeded to come down in front of the church, not knowing that it was a dead end road.  The end result was

a 6:00 traffic jam on little ole Lawrence St. at the end of a dead end road, with the people in such a rush waiting

until the whole parade was over to get out on Main St. to get where they were going.  

     I thought to myself.  Self!!  That is exactly how a lot of people live their lives.  They are in such a hurry to

get where they are going that the old adage “HASTE MAKES WASTE” really applies.  Some people even

wonder through life always taking shortcuts when they have no idea where they are going to end up.  Is it

important to you to know where your next move will be, or what God has in store for you?  Then don’t do as

these Christmas parade avoiders tried to do, but rather look to Jesus for your guidance.  “In all thy ways

acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy paths.”  Look to Jesus.  Don’t go around life wandering aimlessly,

but have a purpose and direction by allowing God to direct thy path. . . . . . . . . . . . . Assistant Pastor John Keen



FINANCES
I am thrilled to report that the Annual White Christmas Offering from the Church totaled nearly

$9,700 this year. That brought our Building Fund up over the $90,000 mark (Praise the Lord). Thank the
Lord for the faithful support of the People of Grace Church.

1996 FINANCIAL REPORT OF GRACE AND GLORY OUTREACH MINISTRY:
Balance 1-1-96 $    354.52
Income 1996 $42,036.63
Total to Account $42,391.15
Expense 1996 $34,262.22
Balance 1-1-97 $ 8,128.93 ($2,300 is owed on bills that did not come in by Jan First. I have
learned to charge things on my charge card and pay later. Last year this allowed us to earn nearly $160 in
Interest on our money!) (Books that are presently being reprinted (Nehemiah and Prayer Book) obligate
us for $2000 (1000 copies each)). Miracle Message Volume 6 is supposed to go to the printer the last of
this month- $2500 for 2500 copies. Grace Gleamings Volume 3 is in the working stage and is due to be
published in February- $2500 for 2500 copies. That puts us in a negative Balance but we trust God will
provide what we need to do our normal work and still publish this in February.

OUTREACH MINISTRY EXPENSES FOR 1996
  GG RADIO EXPENSE $ 3,859.94
  GGBOOKS EXPENSE $12,996.66
  GGEQUIPMENT EXPENSE $ 2,259.03
  GGINTERNET EXPENSE $   195.14
  GGMEMO EXPENSE $   205.97
  GGNEWSLETTER EXPENSE $   442.42
  GGPAPER $   747.59
  GGPOSTAGE EXPENSE $ 1,976.51
  GGPROMOTIONAL EXPENSE $   297.13
  GGTAPES $ 1,277.39
  GGTITHE $ 3,459.53
  GGVIDEO $ 5,142.85
  GRACE BOUGHT FOR $   225.62 (Repaid)
  HEAL HURT CLS EXPENSE $ 1,176.44
                                  --------------
Total Expense                    $34,262.22

HELPING HAND FUND FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 1996

Balance 1-1-96 $  242.20
Income 1996 $5,731.53 (includes $4.03 in interest)
Total to Account $5,973.73

Gifts 1996 $5,783.72
Balance 1-1-97 $  190.01

THANK THE LORD for each of you who gave so generously last year. We reached thousands of
people with the Gospel through the books, newspapers, radio, prison ministry, audio and video tapes,
and various other means. Thank you for your help. Continue to Pray that God would give direction as the
Ministry continues to expand as an astonishing rate. Time pressures and health pressures are a great
concern to me but since this is God’s Ministry then I know He will work everything out.
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We had the privilege of having Rev Michael Cameron as our guest speaker on the first Wednesday in
February. He gave a most encouraging report about how our literature is being used of the Lord in his prison
ministry and then brought a good message from the Word of God to challenge our hearts and encourage our
Faith. We probably average sending 3 boxes of books, magazines, old Sunday School
Literature and Daily Breads and audio and video tapes each month with Brother Michael to
his prison work. God has tremendously used our meager efforts and we praise Him for what
He is doing in the lives of men behind bars (We also help several other prison ministries with
our literature as well as send numerous packets of our books to prisoners that request them).
This is possible because you prayed and helped.

Several times in recent weeks I have had the great privilege of helping some people out
when they were in extremely difficult financial situations. If you could have seen the look
on their face as they realized God was meeting their need it would have done more for you than any
medicine you can name. It might even have driven you to the same tears of joy that flowed from their eyes.
This too was made possible because you prayed and helped--- (Mat 25:37-40)  Then shall the righteous

answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?
{38} When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? {39} Or when saw we thee
sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? {40} And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto
you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.

That is what I really like about this ministry; it is not about publishing or promoting, it is about showing
people that Jesus is the answer for EVERY need of their life. It is not just preaching about what God CAN
do for you; it is actually putting feet on our faith and doing something of eternal value. If we didn’t already
have Glory in our name I would have to put it there!!!

God is really moving in our Church also. After going through a “dry spell” during all the holiday
activities, people are beginning to come back to the altar where they are renewing fellowship with the Lord
and committing to His work. And that is vital as we head toward our March emphasis of “Soul Winning”.

We are also headed for some other changes at the Church. If all the details can be worked out I plan to
make a MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENT this Sunday about the future of the Church and it’s mission. I have
been praying for several years now about God’s purpose and plans for this church (That is why our building
program has been so long delayed). I have finally arrived at the place that I can see the outline of the puzzle.



Now it is just a matter of putting the other pieces together within this frame; and I am excited to
see  how the picture will finally look when it is completed. By our next newsletter I hope to be
able to share all the details with you----stay tuned.

IMPORTANT DATES
Sat. Feb. 22- Gleamers (age
9down) will have a “Pop and
Picture” at the Church beginning
at 6:30pm. This activity will
include Popcorn and a movie for
our younger ages (No Meal) after
their devotion time.

Thursday/Friday Feb. 27-28:
State Association of FWB will
meet with the Peace Church in
Spartanburg. Main item of
business is our new mission
support plan for the state.

Sat. Mar 1- Special Youth
Committee Meeting to secure
help and advice to assist
Brother John as he works with
our youth.

Sun. Mar 2- (Afternoon)
Young Married Meal and
activity time 

SUNDAY, MARCH 9- NEW
COVENANT IN CONCERT
during our 11am Service. We

hope all of our Family
and Friends will
come for this BIG

day as we praise the
Lord together with this

great group that have
blessed our hearts so much in
past visits.

All of this will, of course,
be followed by a fabulous
fellowship meal that will give
us time to rejoice over the
people we are praying God
will save during this special
service!

(I planned to begin Revival
Services Sunday Night, March
9 but several circumstances
may hinder that. I will let you
know as soon as possible).

Sat. Mar. 15- Gleamers
(9d own)  “Ice
Cream Crazy”
activity at the
Church.

Sun. Mar 16-
GYF (10up) Bible
Study/Activity at the Home of
Tom and Wanda Smith- 7pm.

The Pastor will be
speaking in Revival at Mill
Branch  FWB Church
beginning Sunday night,
March 16 and continuing
through Thursday night,
March 20. Pray for God to
Bless and use this meeting to
reach people for Christ.

We had planned to have a
hot dog supper on Wed. Mar
19 to celebrate the Pastor’s
Spiritual Birthday (35 years
old in the Lord) but it will
have to be re-scheduled to a
later date.

S a t .  M a r  2 2 -  G Y F
“Progressive Supper” Activity.

SUNDAY, MARCH 30-
E A S T E R  S U N R I S E
SERVICE  at  7:00am,
Breakfast cooked by the Men
of the Church at 8am. Sunday
School at 9am. Easter Worship
Service at 10am. This is
always a tremendous Blessing
that you will not want to miss.

Sun. April 6- Daylight Savings
Time begins- Spring forward
an hour.

Our theme for the month
of April will be “Growing as a
Christian”. Something we
hope will not only help the
Church but also all the people
who get saved in March!

CASSETTE MINISTRY
We are now able to produce
cassettes of our services that
have very good quality. If you,
or someone you know would
like to receive several of our
cassettes each month (Side one
will be the special music and
message from the 9am service
while side two will contain the
choir special, any special
music and the 11am sermon)
then send us your name and
address so we can add you to
our list (Of course, it is Free).
This is just another way in
which we are trying to “reach
out to those who are unable to
come in to us”.

As we try to reach the
world with the wonderful good
news about the hope and help
that we find in Christ- (John
3:17)  God sent not his Son
into the world to condemn the
world; but that the world
through him might be saved.-
we earnestly covet your
prayers for our Outreach
Ministry and for the ministry
of our church.
1) Newspaper articles in 5 or 6
papers each week
2) Radio Programs- live
broadcast of our 11am service
over WHYM and our 5 minute
“Lessons for Living” devotion
M-F over WOLS/WHYM.
3) Audio and Video Tape
Production and Distribution.
4) Devotional and Bible Study
Booklet Publishing and
Distributing.
5) Helping Hand Ministry for
those in need.
6) Internet Access to Sermons
and books- (Coming in
March???)



I was just talking with Brother Michael Cameron about the prison ministry and he was telling me about
the great need for material to help young Christians deal with Mormons and Muslims (The two major
opposition groups he has to deal with among the prisoners).  In my “spare time” I am going to try to develop
a study for the prisoners--if you have any material that would help then I would appreciate it.

During February we have been highlighting our musicians and singers and I Thank the Lord for the work
and effort they put into using their talents to bless the Lord’s people. It is great to have people
who take seriously their responsibility to use the abilities they have for the Lord--and a special
word of praise to the Choir for all the extra time and effort they give in order to do such a
good job each week of preparing our hearts to worship the Lord.

And a big “Thank You” also to the Sunday School Workers and Teachers, The Children’s
Church volunteers, and our great audio-video staff. And let’s not forget those who volunteer

to change our church sign, copy our children’s bulletins, make our coffee each service, and so forth. Our
church is a team effort and I appreciate each member of the team for what they do for the Lord.

Well, I’d better close this so I can record some radio programs and get everything ready for tonight. It
is such a joy to see what God is doing at Grace Church; and to be able to share that with you. Continue to
pray that God would give me strength and wisdom, as well as supply our needs, as we continue to use every
means possible to get as many people as possible “To KNOW and SHOW CHRIST”.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Mike Ps 16:11

--------------------------------------------------------------

The Greatest Love Story Ever Told
Rev John Keen

Many, many years ago a certain man had this great feeling building up inside of his body. He was at the point
that he did not know what to do. This feeling was beginning to control him. What in the world could this
man do to ease these feelings that he was feeling. Feelings of love, care, concern, for another individual.
Once he tried to make his feelings known by showing a great deal of trust to this individual. But they
responded negatively. As time went on he began to develop feelings for all types of people, constantly trying
to show them how he felt about them. It was love. Love was the driving force behind all of his actions. He
was constantly trying to show his love and was constantly getting rejected. At times people would play on
his emotions and pretend that they loved him in return, but he was able to see through that. Yet he loved
them still. People could not understand why he was in love with so many people who would not return his
love. Why don't you quit loving that one if they are not going to love you back. One replied. Because I care
replied the man. "They may not understand it now but it is my love for them that they need." Your Love?
Replied the individual. "What is so special about your love? Well love is a special relationship, there may
come a day when someone needs help, it is because I love them that I would care enough to help them. If
you say so replied the man. Time went on year after year, the old man kept on loving the same people. Time
and time again they hurt his feelings made fun of him, ignored his desires and plea's for cooperation. They
even took the old mans child and beat him and killed him because of the old mans love. Still he continued
to share his love. Some accepted and returned his love, but the majority just threw it away in disbelief and
continued on with their life. Yet he continued to love them. Even today the love of this individual still
permeates the hearts of those that accept it. It is a love that is eternal, a love that knows no limits. Yes it is
the Love of Our Heavenly Father. Have you accepted His love or are you continuing to throw it away and
live your life as you see fit? Accept the love of God today. It is free to all those that ask Him. "Ask and it
shall be given you."
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I am going to try something a little different with this newsletter.
Normally, I write the news part of the newsletter at one sitting on the
day before we put it into the mail. For this newsletter I plan to keep
a weekly “diary” of the main events at our Church. Hope this format will
work; and you will be blessed as you see how God is Blessing us.

Sunday, April 20th was a SPECIAL DAY at Grace Church. We were privileged to
witness the public profession of faith in Jesus Christ by Miss Laura Cox. We
also gladly received into the fellowship of the Church Eric Hanniford, Erica
Hanniford, and Ryan Flowers. And we had a simply marvelous
Communion and Foot Washing Service at the conclusion of our 11am
Worship Service. Just one of those special day that shows how
the Lord is at work in our church and among our people.

We also announced that 3 of our members are opening
businesses- Tommy Sullivan will operate the new Texaco Quick Lube. Cam Coker
will run the Red Barn Family Steak House (No more bar, Praise the Lord!). And
Tom Smith is leaving his position at the Lake City Hospital to manage his new

Radio Shack in Santee. 
I had no idea how God would funnel $500,000 through our Church into  His

Work when I made the suggestion but since then He has really opened doors for
our people and I believe that their faithfulness to Him will result in His
Blessings toward them--and that will produce finances for ministry that will
be exceedingly above all I can ask or think.

Wednesday, April 23rd-- The Building Committee met before (and during)
Prayer Meeting. Decided to add 30 ft to present building and attempt to limit
budget to $125,000. A Survey of the members will be taken to decide on changes
to the Church walls, ceiling, lights, pews, etc. Now we are waiting on the
Architect to met with us so we will know how to proceed.

Saturday, April 26th- Our trip to the Waccattee Zoo went well. 34 people
attended and it seems that everyone had a good time; and no one mistook any of
us for monkeys!!

Sunday, April 27th- Brother Neil Morgan spoke during our 9am Service about
his upcoming trip to Panama as a Summer Missionary. We received $187 to help
him. That afternoon the Young Adult Class went bowling (Wouldn’t let me bowl-
afraid, I guess! {Actually, not enough lanes available}) and then ate supper
at Kyotos Japanese Steak house. I even got them to stop for ice cream on the
way home.



Wednesday, April 30th--Busy week, several had surgery and Eric Hanniford had
another heart attack (I told him it was just because he did not want to do all
the work I had for him to do!!). Joel Jones and I had moved our Camera and

Audio equipment on Tuesday night to the Fellowship building so
we could record a special Prayer Meeting Service as I spoke on
“There is something Queer about Ellen” (What the Bible says
about Homosexuality- Audio and video tapes plus notes
available for the asking). An interesting Wednesday for me- I
had to spend much of the day in the hospital with the
Hannifords while writing and delivering 3 newspaper articles,

recording 10 radio programs, finishing 3 pages of notes on Homosexuals for hand
out that night, helping care for the Hanniford children while their parents
were in the hospital, and preparing for Prayer Meeting. Didn’t have a lot of
time to twiddle my thumbs.

Sunday, May 4th- Brother John was away on vacation so I had the 9am service
as well as the 11am service. During the 9am Service we talked about “The
Similarities between Sex and Serving God” (Get the tape, good  information to
help your worship and your home life). Brother Elro Driggers taught the Adult
SS Class for me and did a wonderful job- even telling about buying his wife’s
red dress back from a yard sale!! During the 11am Service we were blessed with
great music by Mrs Jeanie Taylor and Mrs Lois Chapman- who also shared her
wonderful testimony. Great day in the Lord.

Sunday, May 11th- Mother’s Day. Had one of our biggest attendances of the
year as we honored our Mothers by giving each of them 2 books to help them
organize their schedule and laugh at their aging process. This was also the
first Sunday that Mrs Glenda Jones published our bulletin (did a great job and
will take this responsibility from now on) and the first Sunday she sang in our
Choir (Our Choir is a Marvelous Ministry).

This was a very busy spell for me. I counseled almost every day with someone
about their children, their marriage, or their job. We have also had a lot of
sickness and several deaths. Thank God for the Help and Hope we have because
of our relationship with Christ.

In spite of the busy schedule I managed to get 2 books to the printers and
I am working on more. I used to order a hundred books at a time. Then I went
to 1000 books at a time. Now I order 2000 reprints and 3-5 thousand new
editions. Thank the Lord for what He is doing in reaching people thru our book
ministry. And thank YOU for sharing your resources so we can do the work we
need to do.

Thank the Lord also for our Audio and Video workers. Every week they add
something that helps make our video and audio tapes better. If you haven’t seen
a video or heard one of our tapes recently then you need to get one (They’re
free) and rejoice with us in what God is doing here at Grace Church. Remember,
If you would like to receive audio or video tapes on a regular basis then ask
to be put on our tape list. Great way to pass those long hours on the road or
instead of watching TV at home.

Saturday, May 17th we took a group of VERY active Gleamers (9 down) to the
new Hardees for a meal and a play time in the activity center. The kids really
seemed to enjoy climbing over all those nets and bars. It reminded me that when
I was a boy we did things like that all the time- in the woods behind the
house!! It’s kind of sad that we now have to take our children to a special
place in order to do what used to be a normal part of growing up.

Wednesday, May 14- We have prayed for a long time for someone to help Mrs
Kathy Lewis with the Teen class on Wednesday Night. Tonight Mrs Stephanie
Matthews volunteered to assist--What a joy that brought to our hearts.
Stephanie dates our sound man (Charlie Purvis) and she learned our steadfast
rule at Grace- If you date someone from Grace Church you have to attend Grace
Church!! And Steph has been attending for a long time now--and we greatly
appreciate her.



Sunday, May 18. Brother John ended a very good message during the 9am
service on “The Ministry of the Church” by ANNOUNCING HIS RESIGNATION AS
ASSISTANT PASTOR to become effective July 1, 1997. 

During his 18 months here Brother John has been able to begin several
needed programs and lay foundations that we trust will bear much fruit

in the future. His reasons for resigning as quoted from his
letter of resignation- “The Outreach Ministry of Grace and

Glory has bloomed into a ministry that requires full time
attention. Therefore the Church needs someone who can devote

time to shepherding the flock. With my current work schedule I am unable
to devote the time necessary and desired to the Church. After repeated
attempts and many hopeful days in prayer God has not seen fit to remove
the work load from me so that I would be able to assist the Pastor in
allowing him the needed time for Outreach and Church Ministry.”

Brother John is not sure of his future course of action at the present
but it is our earnest prayer that he and his family will remain a part
of our Church in the roll of a very active member. We still love and
appreciate him and wish his work schedule and the demands of our growing
ministry could have been reconciled. Pray with us for God’s direction
for him---and for the Church as we seek the man God would have to help
lead our Church into the next stage of growth and progress.

By the way, this was a VERY busy Sunday also. In addition to all the
other things that were going on Sunday, we also took several car loads
of people to the Tony Evans Crusade in Columbia for the night Service.
We left the church at 3:30pm and returned home around midnight. The
music and the message were very good but a day that begins at 4:30am and
doesn’t end until after midnight wears on a 50 year old fat bald man!

UP COMING EVENTS FOR YOU TO BE AWARE OF:
YOUTH REVIVAL with REV CARROLL BAZEN. 

Sunday, June 1 (6pm)- Wednesday, June 4 (7:30pm M-W). 
  Brother Carroll just finished his first year at Southeastern FWB College
after having graduated from New Prospect FWB Christian School last year. He
is a fine young man who was licensed to preach the Gospel in March of 1996.
He is presently filling in as interim Pastor for Paran Baptist Church. We
look forward to God using these services to speak to ALL of our hearts
(Young and Old alike).

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL for ages 10 down. 
Sunday, June 29 - Wednesday, July 2

   Directed by Jan Hayes and LeAnne Allen, this year our theme will be
“Islands in the SON” and will feature stories about how Jesus meets
needs under a variety of circumstances. Details, along with the Job YOU
VOLUNTEERED FOR will be released later!!

We appreciate Memorials to the Outreach Ministry---From Dot Sullivan
in Memory of Willa McAllister, Ruth Huggins, Joey Rogers.

From Jackie Lowder in Memory of Ruth Huggins
From Don and Kathy Lewis in Memory of Herbert Huggins, Jr

I am writing this on Monday the 19th. Tomorrow I have to oversee a
Minister’s Meeting at 8:30am. Meet with a Pastor at 10:00am. Meet with a person
about church Business at 2pm. Visit the Hospital sometime. And Mrs Jan and Mrs
LeAnne are coming to help with tapes, running newsletters, and paper work- plus
the Hannifords are helping put together 1000 James books so they can be
distributed. And sometime this week 3 newspaper articles and 5 radio programs
have to be recorded while I prepare sermons as well as write a Sunday School
lesson on Daniel Chapter 11. I better get to work. Hope to see you in a Service
soon
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Preacher Mike Ps 16:11
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Guess what? July was a busy month also! I know you must think that EVERY month is busy
around here---and you’re right! There does not seem to be a “slack season” anymore. Every week
of every month of the year requires me to write 3 newspaper articles, record 5 radio programs,
prepare a Sunday School Lesson (I write my own lessons), and prepare for Sunday and
Wednesday night Sermons. Also included each week are normal Church visiting and activities as
well as Outreach work that includes Finances, Tape distribution, Book production, etc.

Added to this normal activity are the other things that life brings your way- I just had to stop
everything to write a letter to the editor because a “champion of the homosexual movement” had
written a letter condemning the Church because it had not been as sympathetic to homosexuals
as he thought they should be. His slander of the church was so obnoxious until I had to respond.

Another recent “interruption” was of the positive kind. I spend several hours
with our architect going over the blue prints for the addition to our Church. Two
variations were posted Sunday for the Church to look over and I hope to meet
with the Building Committee this week to see what changes people have
recommended. I think everyone is ready for the cement to be poured and the
work to begin. We have talked about this long enough; it’s time to get it done
and move on to other projects.

Besides, we hope it will not be long before we really need the extra room. If the Lord continues
to bless as He has in the past 3 weeks then that will be a reality. For several years we have
averaged 68 in our Sunday School. When Brother Carroll came as our Assistant Pastor we
decided to attempt to increase that number by a realistic figure so we picked “the Lord’s Number”
Seven  and when you add 68 + 7 you get 75. That is what we hope to
average in our Sunday School during September. But the amazing
thing is that in the 3 weeks since we have been announcing this we
have had at least 7 visitors every week!! It is wonderful when you
see the Lord at Work.

Speaking of Brother Carroll, he has been a tremendous Blessing in the short time he has been
here. We have visited a large number of people together, we have had a huge number of
activities, and he has really been a big help to me and the Church. For example, during August
Brother Carroll is preaching each Sunday at 9am, Teaching the Young Adult Class at 10am, and
Teaching Children’s Church at 11am (Which, amazingly, has had 19, 17, and 21 in attendance
the past 3 weeks!!! We are now convinced that we will need to divide our Children’s Church into
2 groups because it has grown so big. Hope to have the details of that ready by the first of
September).



One of our most recent activities was a Church sponsored trip to Carowinds. We left here
Saturday Morning shortly after 7:30am with 43 people and had a good time in spite of some
difficult circumstances- Brushes with the Law (one of our kids was stopped for not stopping at a
stop sign- long story, valuable lessons learned), Complete incompetent at Group sales at
Carowinds (Our tickets were Pre-Paid tickets and we were supposed to simply pick them up when
we arrived but some very sloppy work caused our kids to have to wait in the hot sun for an hour
and a half after we arrived- Ungood, very ungood. And to make it even worse they don’t even
have an E-Mail address so I can tell them how bad they have become since Paramount took them
over), and keys locked in a car made the trip an ADVENTURE. But we prayed before we left that
the Lord would make it more than an activity, we wanted the kids to see the Lord at work--and I
believe that was accomplished.

I rented a 15 passenger van to help with transportation and everyone liked it so well until we
will probably get one for the Church as soon as we can get this building project behind us. It would
be ideal for some of our Youth Activities and Young Married outings to enable us to fellowship on
the journey.

Our August Calender will show you how many activities we are having now and how valuable
a van would be to us:
Saturday, Aug 2- Trip to Carowinds
Sunday, Aug 10- Pool Party for Gleamers (9-down) at the home of Tom and Wanda Smith from
3-5pm. So far we have 15 signed up for this- how many would that van seat
again??
Sunday, Aug 17- GYF (10 up) Bible Study at the Church beginning at 3pm.
Following Bible Study the GYF will go to Florence to bowl for an hour
(Probably be about 15 of them- how many people can ride in that van if we
had one??) and then go out to share a meal together.
Sunday, Aug 31- Young Married Activity. They are still deciding if they want
to go out and eat or  cook out at Joel’s Home. Guess how many of them will probably want to go!!!

August 31 is also YOUTH SUNDAY. We have designated the 5th Sunday of each quarter as
Youth Sunday. The Youth have a special activity during the 9am service and we receive an
offering to help finance the work we do with our young people (This keeps us from having to
subsidy them with sales and gimmicks). Normally on activities, the Youth Fellowship pays for the
activity for the Youth (Bowling, Carowinds, etc) and the young people pay for their meals. So far
this system has seemed to work well.

Also in August:
Monday, August 10- Ladies Auxiliary Meet at the Church at 7:30pm
Wednesday, August 13- The BIG DAY to look forward to. In celebration of the fact
that the kids are returning to school the next week we will have a HOT DOG SUPPER.
I know that is not the best excuse in the world to have a Supper but since we haven’t
had Hot Dogs all summer then I told the Church we were going to have a Hot Dog
Supper if it was to do nothing but to celebrate the fact that we had Prayer Meeting on

Wednesday Night!!.

Don’t have a date yet but we also look to have a Master’s Men meeting at the home of Mike
McGee sometime during August- Believe Brother Mike and Brother Marion are planning to either
grill chickens are prepare a chicken and rice meal. Either way is fine with us, we just love to eat!

While I’m giving dates let me remind you that HOME COMING is scheduled for SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 21st with special guest singers “Friends of the Father”. Our record attendance in
the history of the Church for Sunday School is 109- We really look forward to breaking that record
on Home Coming this year.



MEDICAL UP DATE ON MOTHER- We really appreciate your prayers and
concern. Mother had some very difficult days for awhile but now she is getting
stronger each day. She still has a way to go but she has taken on almost all of
her previous worries (!!) so she must be getting better and better. Thank the
Lord for sparing her to be with us for a while longer. I don’t know what I would
do with those brothers of mine without her to keep them straight!!

It was a great joy to see and fellowship with many of you during the National Association
meeting in Cincinnati. Another one of those rush rush times for me. We left here at 11am on
Sunday, July 20th and arrived in Cincinnati at 10:30pm. After a busy week of
meetings and activities we arrived back home on Friday, July 25th in time to get
things ready for Sunday and go on a Young Adult Outing on Saturday. Then
Monday Morning, Brother Carroll and I went to Smithfield, NC for the funeral
service of Mrs Nancy Drigger’s Brother (Rev Wingate Hansley). This was one of
the best funerals I have ever attended as we celebrated the home going of this
man of God. I think Brother Bobby Jackson preached the best sermon I have ever
heard him preach and there was a tremendous spirit evident.

Part of Brother Wingate’s family attended service with us on Sunday, July 27 on their way to
the funeral and we were extremely blessed to have Brother Wingate’s grandson Eric Thomsen
bring our special music during the 9am service (You will want either the audio or video of this

service- It also contains a message on “The 4 building blocks of a Successful
Sermon” and why it is tremendously important to have “Heavenly Hunger”). [I
would also recommend last Sunday’s messages. Brother Carrol preached a
tremendous message on “The Power of Prayer” and I adapted a powerful
message given by Rev Larry McAlister at our monthly Minister’s Meeting into  a

message entitled “What would you lose if your lost it all??” Request any or all of these tapes or
ask to be put on our tape mailing list so you will receive several tapes each month; as always,
everything is free].

We are also pleased to acknowledge several MEMORIALS to the Outreach Ministry in
memory of Rev Wingate Hansley from Butch and Jan Hayes and Don and Kathy Lewis. We are
publishing books as fast as I can get them to the publishers and gifts like this are a tremendous
help. Especially since we are seriously thinking about renting a booth at the National Association
next year and taking a thousand each of all of our books to give away. Pray with me about God’s
direction and supply.

Paula and I have been keeping our “Bubba” Andrew since Thursday. By the time you receive
this we will have traded him for his brother and sister (Ben and Grace). Having kids around the
house when you work on as tight a schedule as I work on makes for some interesting times but
we are glad to have the opportunity to share some time with them. And as Andrew says, “When
I’m your Bubba, then you have to lovea me!”. Seriously, however, it reminds me how important
it is that we provide help and encouragement to parents as they undertake the important task of
training up a child in the way they should go.

To those of you who consistently support this work with your prayers or
offering I want to say a tremendous THANK YOU. There is not a week that goes
by that I do not receive call or cards from people telling how the Lord is using
some area of the work to minister in their life. God is doing something great and
I count it a great privilege to be a small part of His work. Thank you for sharing
the burden of this work with me. One day I believe you will also get to share in
the Blessings as well- and what a glorious day that will be!

Can hardly wait until next time to once again share what God is doing at Grace. Why don’t you
visit us some times . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Preacher Mike Ps 16:11
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I had been to the hospital with a lady having
surgery last week and when I returned to the
church I found 32 boxes of books stacked in the
fellowship building!! Volume 4 and 5 of “Miracle
Messages” had arrived (3000 copies of each). We
were almost out of each Volume and it sure makes
me feel better to have enough to distribute again.
More copies of Revelation (1000) are due to
arrive this week and 3000 copies of “Miracle
Messages” Volume 1 will hopefully arrive later
this month.

This was one of the many times that it was a
tremendous help to me to have Brother Carroll
working for us full time. When those 32 boxes of
books arrived it was dropping rain. If Brother
Carroll would not have been here then my wife
would have had to either unload the books and
then put them in the Fellowship Building by
herself (Impossible) or try to locate a member that
could come to the Church to help unload them.
Thank the Lord for His provision.

CROSSWORD CONFUSION: In our last
edition we published a crossword
puzzle about the article Brother
Carroll had written. When Brother
Carroll made the original puzzle he
did not see that he had misspelled
a word. Just before we starting

printing the puzzle we saw the error and corrected
it. What we did not realize was that the computer
rearranged the puzzle when it corrected the words
so the clues wouldn’t work.

Hopefully, the one he made up for this edition
will be correct--and will challenge your Bible
knowledge. We will continue to publish them
from  time to time if you enjoy them. 

Let Brother Carroll know if you want more; or
if you want the answers to the one we published
today.

PASTOR APPRECIATION DAY- The Deacons
announced at the end of Sunday School this past
Sunday that this Sunday (October 5) would be Pastor
Appreciation Day. Brother Mike McGee will be Bar-
B-Quing a Pig and we will have a Pig Picking
following the Services so you Ladies will not have to
worry about preparing lunch this week. I appreciate
the church setting aside this time for some food and
fellowship but it should be me having a Church
Appreciation Day. It is great to be able to work and
minister with the fine people of Grace Church. I love
them dearly and thank the Lord for the opportunity to
share the Gospel of Christ with them on a regular
basis.

SEPTEMBER REPORT: In spite of a
tremendous amount of sickness and circumstances
we still are able to rejoice in the Lord greatly
Blessing our efforts during September. We
averaged 70 in Sunday School (Up 2 a week from
our normal average) and 78 during our 11am
Service (Bettering our goal of averaging 75 per
week by 3- Glory!). 

We hope this is just the beginning of God’s
expansion program here at Grace. Hope YOU can
be in one of our services soon. We believe you
will be blessed.



TAPE MINISTRY: We are having so many request
for Video tapes of our services until we have recently
purchased 8 new VCRS! We have also installed them
in a special rack (Thanks Tommy Sullivan) so they are
easy to work on and to operate. We now have 10
copies of each service available on video immediately
following the service. [These VCRs cost over $1700
and we appreciate Southern Computer Systems,
Santee Electronics, and Brother Ron Abbott for their
help in purchasing several of them. We also appreciate
Joel and Glenda Jones for their contribution of
cameras to this ministry. All three of our cameras now
can pan the Church as well as zoom in as needed via
controls in the A-V Room.].

One reason our videos have been in such great
demand is because of the WONDERFUL SINGING
WE HAD DURING SEPTEMBER. Miss Connie
Byars started the month off just right with a
tremendous concert on September 7. She really

ministered to the hearts of our people.
And “Friends of the Father” did a
fantastic job of singing for the special
music at Home Coming. Request both
of these tapes if you want to get a real
blessing from the Lord. (They are also
available on audio if you prefer).

NEW PAGES IN THIS PAPER: I know you
will enjoy Brother Carrols column about
“Trusting Christ” but we also have a new page
edited by Mrs Glenda Jones. Mrs Glenda writes
and types our Bulletin each week and she finds
some great stories and illustrations to put in her
inserts. I thought you might enjoy some of her
work so I asked her to put together a page for this
newsletter. Let her know if you enjoy it.

I also included a page of several handouts that
I give out at Church- “Struggles” and “TV
Guidelines”. The people of the Church fill them
out and give them back to me and it gives me
some idea of areas of needs in their spiritual life
and family life. I would be glad for YOU to fill
them out and send them in also. It may help me
know what I need to include in future books we
publish.

WEDDING PLANS: Rev Carroll Bazen and
Miss Susanna Dilda will be wed on Saturday,
October 11 at 2:00pm at Pamplico FWB Church.
They are busy cleaning and painting their new
home now- and counting the days until the
Wedding. I know it is sort of a “flimsy” excuse
but I am giving Brother Carroll the week off after
he gets married!! He and Mrs Susanna plan to
honey moon in the Mountains of NC (Can’t think

of a better place) and we wish them the very best.
Because of a commitment he

made before he became our
Assistant Pastor, Brother Carroll
will miss this Sunday, as well as
next Sunday. This Sunday he will
be speaking at Home Coming at
Pamplico FWB Church and next
Sunday he will be in the
mountains. He will, however, be
speaking at our Church on
Wednesday, October 8th., as well
as doing his normal work at the Church during the
week.

Brother Eric continues to be a tremendous
help around the church. His physical condition
will not allow him to do many things but with the
“Volunteer” help of his son, Ryan and with
Brother Carroll’s help we are able to do many of
the project that help a church stay in shape. So far
this week Brother Eric has overseen the obtaining
of a new (Very Nice) Bin rack for our Children’s
Church (So the kids will have a place to put their
books and prizes during Children’s Church, put
out ant poison on the multitude of ant beds we
accumulated recently, repaired a receptacle at the
Church sign that was a very dangerous situation
(Kids just love to play around that sign after
church and the receptacle was broken and
ungrounded), and helped us install a new intercom
so Brother Carroll and I can communicate without
having to walk back and forth from the Church to
the parsonage so much (Thanks, Santee Electronic
for contributing this!).

The Outreach work continues to
expand at a rate that is almost scary.
Request for BULK books and tapes
are coming in now on a regular basis.
Praying in the needed finances, doing
the writing and recording, and
overseeing the many aspects of the
work take almost all my time. Thank God for the
help He has provided, as well as the finances  we
need to publish the books. More and more I find
we need more and more-- Pray with me that the
Lord would continue to be Faithful to meet our
needs----and that I would be faithful to use the
many opportunities that become available to us to
reach people for the Lord. I need His power and
wisdom more than ever; and I really covet your
prayers . . . . . . . . . . . . Preacher Mike Ps 16:11
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MERRY CHRISTMAS. Joy to
the World, the Lord has come!! In the
midst of Santa, and shopping, and the
stress of the holidays isn’t it great to
know that the Reason for the Season is
still the fact that God so loved the World until He
gave His only begotten son that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life! No wonder Christians want to
break forth into singing at this time of year. 

Hope each of you had a wonderful
Thanksgiving day filled with family and food and
a heart full of Praise for all the wonderful things
the Lord is doing in your life. I spent part of the
day helping my brothers remove the residue from
some pine trees that had recently been cut down in
mother’s yard. But I did get to eat some of my
sister in law’s excellent food, spend some time
with Mom and the family, and still get a lot of
work done in the office in the afternoon. And the
cap to the day arrived around night fall when a
huge Thanksgiving meal arrived from the table of
Mrs Jennie Miles- the lady who was recently
converted at church. I sure do appreciate her
thinking about her poor mal-nourished preacher
like that!!!

Numerous exciting events have happened at
the Church recently and we praise the Lord for the
marvelous way He continues to work here at
Grace.

VISITATION- Brother Carroll began a new
Visitation Program on the Monday following

Thanksgiving and it was very encouraging to see
how the Lord worked on that first night. 11 people
came out and a large number of homes were
reached. Brother Carroll had spent a lot of time
preparing everything and you could tell it in the
way everything worked so smoothly. He had
prepared packets for everyone to give out that
included a map to the church, a door hanger with
the times of the Church services, the phone
numbers of the pastors, and the
Roman’s road to salvation; as
well as a copy of John’s gospel,
some tracts, and an audio tape of
one of our recent services.

This past Monday was the second Visitation
and it seemed to go well also (I was in the middle
of a 2 ½ hour counseling session when Visitation
began- Thank the Lord, Brother Carroll was here
to carry on and keep everything running
smoothly). Numerous other packets were
distributed, as well as people contacted. Brother
Carroll has already begun the follow up work on
some of the contacts and we expect to see fruit
from this ministry in the near future.

Let me also give a word of Praise to Brother
Carroll for his organization of the Children’s
Church. November was scheduled to be the month
in which our Teens took charge of the Children’s
Church Ministry but we felt that someone needed
to be with them to guide and encourage them.
Brother Carroll picked Miss Stephanie Matthews
to take this tremendous responsibility. Miss



Stephanie not only did a fantastic job but she was
so enthused until she made the decision to become
part of our family here at Grace! Now she won’t
be just an attender, she will be a member.

The fifth Sunday of each quarter is designated
as YOUTH SUNDAY. The Youth have charge of
the 9am Service and the offering received during

that service is used to
finances youth activities and
programs. This past Sunday
was Youth Sunday and it was
a great day. The attendance
was good, the offering was

extraordinary ($415), and the preaching was very
good. Rev Brandon Poston, a 19 year old young
man who has answered the call to preach brought
a powerful message on “No Excuses” and blessed
the hearts of all who attended (Brother Carroll
was away in a Revival at Cypress Forks FWB
Church). Thank the Lord for our young people
who led the services (Jonathan Smith), played the
piano (Jennifer Lowder), and received the
Offering (Jason Lewis and Ryan Flowers). We
have a great group of young people and we
continue to pray that God would use them in
mighty ways in His work.

DECEMBER DATES:
Thursday, Dec 3- Minister’s and wives Christmas
Supper at the Schoolhouse Restaurant- 7:00pm. A
great time of Fellowship and a Free meal for all
who attend courteous of the Outreach Ministry
[Special Gift] (Preachers will really like this-
although they will not know it until they arrive
and I tell them their prayers were answered).

Friday, Dec 4- Adult and Young Adult Class
Christmas party at the Red Barn Steak House.
Special Activities are planned for this special
group of people. Arrangements have been made so

that the cost per person will
be $10 so everyone should
be able to attend.

S u n d a y ,  D e c  7 -
Refreshments will be
PANCAKES

In addition to our
normal Church activities the Ladies will make and
distribute Fruit Baskets at 4:30pm and Choir
practice will be at 6:00pm.

Wednesday, Dec 10- Teen will distribute
materials at the local nursing Home during prayer
meeting.

Sunday, Dec 14- Refreshments will be
BREAKFAST CASSEROLES!  In addition to our
normal Church  activities, the Gleamers (Age 3-
10) will go caroling at 4:00pm and have a special
refreshment time afterwards.
Monday, Dec 15- GYF (Grace Youth Fellowship-
Age 11-18) will meet at the
Church at 6:00pm to have a Bible
Study and then go on a “Mall
Madness” activity

Sunday, Dec 21- Annual White
Christmas Offering for a church designated
activity (Instead of exchanging gifts with each
other we always try to  give a special offering to
the Lord for HIS Birthday). Past offerings have
helped pay off church debts, build buildings, and
finance the building of Churches in India.

Refreshments will be FINGER FOOD.
Our CHRISTMAS PLAY- “The Fumbly

Bumbly Angels” will be presented at 6:00pm. Our
play this year is directed this year by LeAnne
Allen, Jan Hayes, and Teresia Coleman, and they
have put in a tremendous amount of time and
effort  in preparation for a great time of testimony
by our young people. We are looking for a packed
church- and a mighty moving of the Spirit of God.
Tuesday, Dec 23- Christmas Celebration Prayer
Meeting- NOTE the day Change. Many families
get together on Christmas Eve so I decided to
move this special Prayer Meeting up a day.
Expecting it to be Special.

Sunday, Dec 28- The last Sunday you will get
to attend Church this year so I know everyone will
want to be in their pews on this date. Join us as we
continue to celebrate the Birth of our Savior and
look forward to a New Year of Blessings from the
Lord.

Wednesday, Dec 31- Watch Night Prayer Service.
Special activities and programs are planned.

As you can see, December is a FULL month
of activities, so there will be plenty of
opportunities for you to keep Christ in Christmas.
Worship with us at Grace EVERY week this
month.
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