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it hardly seems possible that we
are beginning our TENTH YEAR of
"Grace and Glory”
been consecutive years (1
published the "Jefferson Road
Journal” and the "Shiloh Sentinel”
between volumes 2 and 3), but they
have kept hundreds of people in

many states aware of all the
activities of a small church 1in
Lake City.

- Many people have wondered about
the newsletter name. For a number
of years the church sponsored a
weakly radio broadcast entitled
"Glory to HIS Name”. When we began
publishing a newsletter | wanted
to 1incorporate news about Grace
FWB Church as well as "Glory to
HIS Name". Hence, the name "Grace
and Glory"

We have seen God's Bless1ngs on
this ministry from the beginning,

when we had to use every name we

could think of to reach 200 people
a menth; to today, when our goal
is to reach ONE MILLION people a
month thru the various “branches"
of the Outreach work.

"All of 1t possible because of
the prayers and support of the
Church, and a number of friends.

And all with complete trust in God
for funds and for direction. As
vyou will see from the financial

They haven't

report on the back, God has done
exceedingly abundantly above all
we- could ask or think!

December was Great at Grace., In
the midst of colds and flu, the
Lord.Blessed in marvelous ways and
! praise Him for His goodness.

The Ch-istmas Program was simply
great! Everyone worked hard and |
appreciate all the extra work they
put inteo the program. We had a
church full and 1 appreciate all
the kind comments from our
visitors (Video tapes are
available if vou'd like to share
the Blessing).

Qur WHITE CHRISTMAS OFFERING for
the Church Building Fund was also
axceptional- over $5000 !'!'" What
made this even more noteworthy was
the fact that it came after an

$850 offering - for Missionary
Carlisle Hanna and a $£1500
Christmas Gift to the Pastor
earlier 1in the month (And vou

thought | was just talking when |
say "Grace Peoplie are GREAT
Pecple").

The New Year has begun on a very
good note as almost every family
in the Church has joined in
"Reading the Bible Thru in 1992".

[Continued on Back]
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In fact, | began bhv i ~1,n!, and thought The =conomy looks

crdaring 2 dozen uﬁ"vom.nJ guasitions bad. The one woric
Bibles . Almost + have al? contribuled government 78
immediately | had to to increasing approdching by leaps
add another dozsn; "enthusiasm by and bounds. The work
and | just ordered 2 BVErYONne. i think we're going te do
mcra dozen tast we're in for a year for the Lord must be
week! So far, we of areat Nine donne while it is
have had a Wednesday CG'clock sarvices as day; for the night
Night and a Sunday wa tearn about God's fast approaches when
Morning Discussion word together. ne man can work. May
time on what they've Join us THIS week. God give us the

2ad and the . ’ wiscdom to do
discussion has besen ' ' sverything we can to
super. Inspiration, ' reach people with

the Gospel,

1991 FINANCIAL REPCRT

over 70 individuals, famiiies, and organization gave cover $11,000 to
the Outreach Ministry during 1821 1! Some ware widows who gave out of
their want, some were couples on Tixed income, some were memorials and
nonorariums, some gave thru their cnmpun1as, and even 1 Church put us in
their budgeL (Giilead FWB Church),

This income allowed us to write, print, and distribute thousands of
news letters and bhooks. 1t alsoe allowed us to record and give away
thousands of audio and vidso tapes of the services at Grace FWB Church.
It also provided the means toc write and distributs hundreds of newspaper
articles that reached thousands of people esach week. & little over 11%
of it was also used te heip widows pay bills, feed hungry people, and
supply fuel for families living in the cold. h

We also purchased another combuter and printer that has already more
than paid for dt=zelf in the money it’'=sz saved in printing books and
compiling information for distribution. '

When you consider thst most WB'CHurches i the state have a hudget of
$25 000 to $100,000 dui?ars a year. And then ccns1der the fact that this

, 000 dollars allowsd 'us to reach mcre peopie than all the FWB
Churcheg in South Carolina put tugather(i};°1t makes you want to praise
the Lord for His goodness. g ' o _

: Wea start 1892 with

IMCOME: EXPENSE: "Miracle. Messages"
January- $ 1104 ‘ Books , . . . % 1B54 Vel 111 almost ready
February- 771 Postage . . . . 1022 for the printer and
March- 891 Printing . . . 1137  with enough money to
April- 9472 : YTapes . . . . . 1915 print {1, QLORY ¢
May - a4 - Computer . . . 2619 Hope to mail it by
June - 1371 Tiche . . . . . 1250 sarly February.
July- 1243 - Mig . . . - . . ip2 THANKS to evervone
August-~ 1377 TOTAL . . . % 10548 who helps in  this
September 2556 ministery with
October- 1023 pravers, worlk, or
Movember -~ aeo Mel income , $ ES3 finances. | couldn't
Decembsar~ 1472 ; Bal i-1-81 ., . 273 do it without vou.
TOTAL=--~--%$11232 Balance 1-1-8% & 858 ce Praacher Miks

MEMORIAL Gifts wera received in Decembeor For Timmy Teal by Jack and
Davonng Hannas Billy Hanna by Jdozie Yeston Famity =arnd Damon Runion

Family,
Gifts in HOMOR of Mr and Ml O Z Thrasher s B0th Anniversary were given
by Betiy Lou Thompson, Hobin Poston, Me and Mes Damon Runion, and Rev

and Mrs Mike .lansa



LADIES AUXILIARY HOSTESS LIST

1992
(Second Monday of each. Month)

JANBARY . . . L.,

PEIRUARY  Betty Lou Thoupson, Billie Ard, Wilms Caskios
MARGE . ..o .. WiriawfcAllister, Anoe Melpight
APRIL ., . .?. ¢« v« ¢+ Althea Coker, lenene B;onn
AT .. .. Paula Jomes, &ns;n Spring, Janice Rurion
W .. varjorie Nekllister, Hope Frye, athy Tewis
JuLy . Jaékie Lowder, Bulalia Jordan, Déron?e Kanaz
AUGYsT “ ‘. v« v voww Dot Sullivac, Sylvis Gowdy

SEETEMBER Betty Lou Thompson, Billie Ard, ¥ilma Caskins

OOTOBER & . . . . . . ‘Miriaw Mchllister, Apne HeKnight
ROVEMRER : . . . . . . . . (Althea Goker, Jetene Browe
DECEMBER . . . ., « v+« .+« . Christmas Party

NURSERY WORKERS

Nov 17

Anne McKnight, Sylvia Gowdy
Nov 77 Michelle McAllister, Teresa Young
Dec 1 Hope Frye, Billie Ard
Dec 8 Eulalia Jordan, Jenene Brown
Dec 15  Miriam McAllister, Paula Jones
Dec - 22 Kathy Lewis, Devonne Hamna
Dec -29  Betty Lou Thompson, Dot Sullivan
Jan 5 Roxanna Young, Marjorie McAllister
Jan 12 Susan Spring, Althea Coker
Ian 19 Teresa Young, Rillie Ard
Jan 26 Hope Prye, Michelle McAllister
Feb 2 Paula Jones, Betty Lou Thompsen
Feb 9 Sylvia Gowdy, Althea Coker
Feb 16 -~ Susan Spring, Anne McKnight
Feb 23 Kathy Lewis, Dot Sullivan
March 1 Devonne Hanna, Jenene Brown
March 8 Marjorie McAllister, Mirviam
McAllister
March 15 Roxanna Young, Eulalia Jerdan

... Dot Sullivan, Sylvia Gowdy,

REFRESHMENT LIST

Sun, Jan 5 .. .. .
Sun, Jan 12 . . .

Sun, May 31.. ..

Eulalia Jordan & Anne McKnight
Patricia McKnight & Mary Wilkes

Sun, Jan 19 ., . . . Teresia Coleman & Paula Jones

_ Sun, Jan 26 . ... Susan Spring & Leila Thrasher
. .Bun, Feb 2 .. Brenda Sullivan & Jenene Browm
“"8un, Feb 9 . . . . Janice Runion & Jeanie Taylor
' ‘Sun, Feb 18 . . .. .:Dot Sullivan & Connie Mathis
“Bum, Feb 23 . ... . Devonne Hanna & Kathy Lewis
~GunyMar 1 .. .. . 6ylvia Gowdy 5:Ruth Langley
Sun, Mar 8 ., . s e s s s« s s s . - MISSION DAY
Sun, Mar 15 . . Har]urle McAllister &:Lila Tisdale
Sun, Mar 22. . ... . . . Althea Coker:5.DeBe Miles
Sun, Mar 29i. .. ... .. Hope Frye & Billie Ard
Sun, Apr 5 . . . . Jackie Lowder & Brenda Lowder
Sun, Apr 12 Miriam MeAllister & Betty Lou Thompson
Sun, Bpr 19 . .. .. ..., .. . EASTER BREARFAST
Sun, Apr 26 . .. .. Rozanna Young & Paula Jones
Sun, May 3 . . . . Eulalia Jordan & Susan Spring
Sun, May 10 .. .. .. .. .. . . MOTHER'S DAY
Sun, May 17 . . . . . Junice Runlon k Mary Witkes
Sun, May 24 . . . . Anne McKnight & Leila Thrasher

Patriqih Mc¥night & Xathy Lewis

SIGN CHANGERS FOR 1992
{Changed before each Sunday in the Month)

Jan—————— Damon Runion
Febmm====- Kathy Lewis
March-—--~Mai- jorie McA]}ister

April---~Roxanha Young

May—~———- Anne McKnight
June—==-- Marion Coker

July===~= Billie Ard

Sept ----- Hops Frye '
Oct------Jenene Brown
Novy--~-—- Susan Spring

Dec~—-——~— Rev Mike Jones



Grace F'WB Church

January 5

- February 15, 1992

Jan 12

Jan [3
Mildred Lowder
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Birthdey
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BECOMING

The heart desire of every Christian is to become more like Jesus
each day. But even the Apostle Paul knew that this is not a one moment
event but a life to be lived- Not as though I had already attained,
eithen werne alrneady pergect: but I §ollow aftern, 44 that 1. may
gpf;ihznd that §on wh&ch also I am appaahandad 06 Chrnist Jesud (Phil

It is a continual process of "Becoming" more and more like Christ.
How can we become what we are supposed to be”

I. YOU BECOME WHAT'YOU THINK- Fa&’aé he th&nhath-in hi-s

heant, 40 {4 he: Eat and drink, saith he to thee; bHut his

heart 14 not with thee (Prov 23:7).
Sow a thought, reap a deed
Soy a deed, reap a Habit =
SoWw a Habit, reap a character
Sow a Character, reap a destiny '

A) The Wrong Thoughts- Casting down imaginations, and every high
thing that exalieth .itscli against the knowledyge of God, and bringing
into captivity every thought to the obedience o4 Chaiét: (2 Cor 10:5)
Some Wrong Thoughts that we surrender to are:

WORRY- We worry about the weather report while Jesus slept in a
boat in a storm! We worry about curtains for our home while Jesus did
not have a place to lay His head! .

LUST- Lust of the Mind- There can no woman or man be as perfect in
real life as they are in our fantasies (Real life is full of bad
breath, rejection, and physical inabilities). Because of that we more
and more want to live in a "Dream world" and refuse to deal with
reality. T

PRIDE~ Foa I say, through the grace given unto me, ito every man
that is. among yow, noi to think of himscli mone highly than he ought
to ithink; but to thinh soberly, accornding as God hath dealt o evenrny
man the measure of 6a¢xh {(Rom 12: 3)

B) The Right Thoughts- EIGHT THINGS TO THINK ABOUT: Finaﬁty,
brethnen, whatsoeven things arne true, whatsoeven th&ngé_amg honedt,
whatsoceven things arne just, whatsoeven things arne pure, whmt@ozvem
things ane Lovely, whatsoeven th&ngA arne 04 good nepont; 44 therne be
any virtue, and if thamz be any praise, think on these things (Phil
4:8),

C) The Changing of Thoughts- And be renewed in the spirnit of your
mind; (Eph 4:23).

And be not conformed to this wonld: but be ye transformed by the
nenewing o4 yown mind, thai ye may prove what i4 that good, and
acceptable, and penfect, willd of God (Rom 12:2),

Change your thought patterns so that you Let £this mind be in you,
which wad alhbo An Chaldst Tesws: (Phil 2:5). (The mind of Christ knew
that the Will of God is the most important thing to consider. That
made Him become Humble unto death, even the death of the Cross).




I1. YOU BECOME WHAT ¥0U LOVE AND WORSHIP- That‘s why
young peogple dresg and talk likes rock star "idois™
That’'s why Adults wear the latest fad clothing and have
the latest fad appliances: theyv're trying to "keep up
with the Jones"

The thing we love is the thing we look for. Lot lgved
Egypt and when he saw that the valley of Sodom was like
Egypt that's where he went. He bescame a “chief man" in
Sedom and enjoyed the "onions of Egypi® but in the city -
of Scdom he lost his testimeony, his riches, his family, and his wife.

This wrong Love can even iead to departure from the Lord- Fox Demas
hath §orsaken me, hoving Loved ihis present wornld, and. is deparnted
mnio)ThaAéa&on&aa, Crescens *o Galaiio, TLiws wunto Dalmatia (2 Tim
4:10). S :

I11. YOU BECOME LIKE THE THINGS YOU LIVE WITH-

A} Ageeni- That's why Yankeeg tazlk so funny ,

B) Food- The Joues Family has Oysteay Stew at 1
Thanksgiving and at Christmas becauses we think it's
great. Some families have crazy things like Turkey and
Dressing and Bar-B-Que!

C) Attitnde~ 1f you live in an at tltuue of Love and

Trust vou will develop Love and Trust. If‘you live in an
attitude of Hate and Strife then it will show in your life.

We must develop Contact without contamination-
Joseph in Egypt lived Pure
Daniel in Babylon lived pure

This must be Separation not isolation - The Blessed man of Psalm 1
did not fellowship with Sinmers but he wasz a Witness to them.

Jesus dined with "Publicans and Sinners”™ often but He did not
partake of their sins.

1f we are to Become the person God warts us to bhe then we must learn
o '

Think like Jesus

Love and worship Jesus

Live like Jesus

WHAT ARE YOU BECOMINGT?TY



WALKING TOGETHER
Luke 24:13-32

What a strange story for God to put in the end of the Gospel of.
Luke, Jesus has been crucified, the resurrection has taken place, and
the great commission is about to be given. Why, then, would God take
the time and space in the Bible to tell us this little story??

Let's come back to a BASIC BIBLE PRINCIPLE- the onrly real thng we
can give God is our Love. How it must break His heart, then, when we
walk beside Him and fail to recognize Him. Let's see what "Walking
Together with God"™ really means.

agreed? (Amos 3:3) We must agree with God about the manner

of our life, about the methods we use, and about the

manifestation of our works that the world sees (You must )

decide whether you want man's praise now or God's praise

later). E

You must agree that God is the leader and you are the

follower. Have YOU agreed with God about your life or are you
@ 8
9

I. COMPATIBILITY~ Can two walkh togethern, excepit they be Q

constantly "fighting your fate™?? Stop Flghtlng and start
following.

I1. CONFIDENCE- Fear forbids fellowship but Perfect love

casts out all fear! I don't know what Tomorrow holds but I

know who holds tomorrow! (A Little boy said he wanted to go with his
Granddad but then he asked his Granddad where he was going. The
Granddad just walked off. Later the boy asked the Granddad why? The
~Granddad said, "If you want to be with me it doesn't matter where I'm
going!").

This means we must follow God by Faith- II Cor 5:7 We walh by {faith,
not by sdight. I Cor 13:12 Fon now we Ace through a glads, darkly; but
then 4ace o face: now I hrnow in parnt; but then shall I hnow even as
atso I am hnown. You must follow even when you don't know how, when,.
where or what. Look at the example of Paul- Acts 20:22 And now,
behold, I go bound in the spinit wunte JTewwsalem, not hnowing ithe
things that shalt behall me thene:. Paul did not know what God had in
store for him as he traveled the road God had "staked" out (and what
he did know was not very reassuring- vs 23 the Holy Ghosi witnesseth
in eveny city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me). But Paul
was Committed to the Task God had given him and nothing would stand in
his way- vs 24 Rui none o4 these things move me, neithen count I my

fife dean witto myseld, 40 that I might 4inish my counse with joy, and
the ministny, which T have recedlved o4 the Lord Jesus, to teslify the
goiped o4 the grace o4 God.

Sometimes this fellowship causes us to walh through the valley of
the shadow of death. But even there we learn to fear no evdifl,

You must accept the fact that the walk will be filled w1+h
"unknown" obstacles as well as wonderful Opportunities. That's when
you learn to trust God THRU the Obstacles and FOR the Opportunities.

Are you Walking IN FAITH as well as BY FAITH??

III. CONTINUED~ Until the Rapture--And Encch walhed with God: and he
wat not; 4or God took him (Gen 5:24)., We must commit to walking with
God until we die or He takes us home. Christianity is not a product we
try but a life we accept. Don't allow the weeds of the world to come
in and choke you intoc becoming fruitless. T

If Jesus decided to walk along with you in your daily living
ftomorrow; would your recognize him?? Have you agreed with God on the
way you will walk? Are you trusting God in the paths you walk?? Are
you walkiny as close today as you did a year ago?

Is God your Partner on your Path?



Neithen pray I fon these alone, Hit fon them ofass which shatl befieve
on me through thein woand; That they all mayg be vhe; as thou, Father,
ant in me, and I in thee, that they alsc may bHe one An as: Lthat Lhe
wornld may befieve thot thow nast bent me {(John 17:20-21)

Christ came to save INDIVIDUALS and then put these individuals into
the BODY of Christ- Fellowship is net just a part of the Christian
life; it I8 the Christian life. What would you think of a Seoldier who
gaid, "I belong in the Army but I refuse to becoma vart of any unit!"?
This "lone wolf" Secldier may survive on his own but he would not help
the rest of the army mret it's objective. He mission would becomes
centered on SELF instezd of SERVICE for the Saviour.

That's why Followers become part of the Fellowship. The
gualifications of the members of this FPellowship of Helievers are!

I. Loyalty- The example used over and over in the Bible to represent
the Church is the married relationship. The main reguirement in that
relationship is FAITHFULNESS {Only grounds for divorce. I used to
stress the fact that the physical act of adultery was the only grounds
for divorce. I'm becvoming mote convinced that loving alceohol, drugs,
or money more than your mate is just as bad- "Love not the world,
neither the things of the world™}.

11. Confidence- "gSpeaking the Truth in Love”. We must be truthful and
tactful with one another. We must believe that the Pastor reproves us
for our good. We must trust the words and actions of fellow helievers.

iII. Responsibla~- a Church, like a2 business, cannct function if no one
is wiling to do the necessary work. I try net to ask you to do
something that I haven't done before you {I‘ve even sung a special
before! That wasn't faith. that was fooliszhness!). When you see a
need, lock for a way you can meat that need,

On = football team the guarterback gets most of the credit but the
other 10 plavers do most of the work; and if they don't do their part
the guarterback gets in deep Lrcuble!

IV. Forgiveness- The Church is not a3 fellowship of perfected saints,
but of forgiven sinners. We wust learn tco "Forgive as we have been
forgiven™.

V., Love- By this Ahall alld men hhow Ehat ye cre My
ditselples, i ye have Love onae 4o ancithen [John 13:3853. fﬂ
!

The "cement" thHat binds together Christians as building

Blocks is LOVE. This love cares fcr cone another's

privacy as well as their problems. It lends 2 hand in \\ e “

persecution and shares a tear in pain. Kf ' g
- -

Develop 8 leve for Christ and you willl develop 2 love
for fellow believers. As in the spokes of a wheel, the
clozser we approach the hub {(Christ) the closer we get to one another,

What should you do7?7?

L., Join the Church

2. Dedicate yourself to thes work of God here at Grace

3. Find your place and practice vour profession! (Some are cogks, some
are artillery, some are snivaers. sowme are osuilders, ato). '

Wa don’t want vou Fea% R vy Wa think you ought
to be part of the Church hers that arving the Lovrd Jesus Christ. We
have 2 wall i [ SR ey : ow and to Show

Chrizt), CGrezt M P

L -~
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God sure was good to us during
Revival! Lots of adverse
circumstances-- sickness, surgery,
and even snow; but the attendance
was very good, the preaching was
great, and the singing was super,

No one but God
can get the Glory
but | do thank
all the pecple of
Grace who prayed
S0 much and
worked so hard
during this
Revival. | also appreciate the

MANY preachers and visitors who
attended the services. And Special
THANKS to the New Town FWEB Church
who brought their Wednesday Night
service to our Revival., .

Video and audio tapes of the
services are available for anyone
who wants to share the Blessings.
We're already given away dozens
but we'll gladly give as many more
as heeded,

You'1ll especially want to hear
the testimonies of various members
of the Church during the Revival
Services. They were a blessing and
a challenge to everyone.

The <church was in such a good
mood after Revival until they
decided to purchase a $4000 dollar
piano Sunday! Just Kidding. The
Deacons and Musicians had been

consulting for several weeks about
purchasing a hew piano for the
Church and putting the present
Church piano in the Fellowship
Building. We decided to go with a
Baldwin studio model that has the
same sound board as a baby grand.
it carries a 25 ysar warranty and,
very important to us, will fit in
the new Church when it's built.
With this new piano, and the new

choir members who joined Tlast
Sunday, we hope our

I

e

great sounding choir
will do even bftter. M%&I
it's exciting to see M-I I& DY

how God 1s working
in the Music
Ministry of the

Church now.

edition of Miracle
is off the

A new
Messages Volume ONE
press and we hope to have it
assembled this week. Volumes TWO
and THREE are at the Printers and
we hope to have them available
early in February, And work has
already begun on Volume FOUR.

Continue to pray. Our geoal is to
reach a MILLION people a MONTH. We
know they need to be reached. We
know Qod can open the doors. Help
us pray that God will give us
wisdom to do our part.

Preacher Mike Psalm 16:11
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Lake City, SC 28560
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Oour program of "Reading the Bible Through in 1992"
is off to a very exciting start. So far the questlons. )
and ingights shared’ &urlng the 9 '0'clock service have
been very interesting. And person after person has
commented on how much more they enjoy reading the
Bible when they can discuss the same passages with .
other Church members and then ask questions when they
come across something puzzling.

This week we enter the tabernacle building program
in Exodus ‘and from there go to the Laws of Leviticus.
This is usually the area that people begin. to lose
some of their excitement., I pray that God will give
us insight enough to show the practical applications
of all the facts and figures we will be studying. (An
excellent time for the Teen Class to construct a
model of the. Tabernacle for display so that everyone
can ?ore easily v1suallze what they're readlng. HINT
HINT

Speaking of know1ng the Bxble, Below is a puzzle. I made up when;I .
pastured Shiloh FWB Church in Bratt, Florida. !t.contains 21 books of
the New Testament. They are listed backward, frontward, up or down.
Can you f£ind them? CR I -

NYQRKHRARTOHO NP
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ZUZHERNAQQE 0 RIS
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ELEET R LT P E T S
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QROMTIEAQIENAP AR
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HOUMARARMTHHPRUAQHE
ANMOBPHOZNDZNW 02
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Thanks to the Burden and work of Mrs Kathy
Lewis, Mrs Jeanie Taylor, and Mrs Roxanna Young;
T " the. Youth Work of the Church is beginning to take
OUTH’ on new life. Mrs Kathy invited the youth director
. - of Horse Branch FWB Church, .Todd Parrish to,
conduct a Youth Workers Seminary recently and he
did an.excellent job. We were also privileged to
have mény of the youth workers from Gilead FWB
Church in attendance.

A number of ideas were: presented and many of
them have already begun to be implemented. This is a needed area, and
one we have prayed about for a long time, and I praise God for the
dedication these ladies are showing to this task.

Another area that continues to be a Great Blessing is the Object
lesson Mrs Althea Coker gives every First and Third Sunday during the
Nine O'clock service, And the Puppet Presentation by Connie Mathis and
Billie Ard on the Second and Fourth Sunday is Super.

We're trying to reach young people for Christ. Come Join us.




PURSUING A.(HJAL FOCR (HDD

Brethren, I couni not myself to have appnehanded but this one thing
I do, {ongetting those things which are behind, and reaching §orth
unto those things which ane be{ome, I pressd towamd the math 4o0n the
prnize o4 the high calling of God in Chrnist Jesus (Phil 3:13-14).

ARs we begin a new year, wWe, like Paul, need to determine to
accomplish God's will for our lives in 1992 Let's look at several
guidelines to help us as we Pursue our Goals for. God.

1. DOES THE GOAL GLORIFY GOD?- Whethen thereforne ye eat, on d4inh; on
whatsoevern ye do, do all to the glory o4 God (1 Cor 10:31). Many of
the goals we want to accomplish will glorify our selves- lose weight,
be better workers, ete, ‘Do you have a Goal that will glorlfy God and
make you a better Chr15t1an7°

2. IS THE GOAL GOD'S PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE? David wanted to build the
temple but God wanted Solomon to do that. Paul wanted to go to Asia
and preach to the Jews. God wanted him in Europe preachlng to the
Gentiles. Is it Ged's Plan or your plan”

3. WILL THE GOAL DRAW YOU CLOSER TO GOD OR TEMPT YOU TO STRAY FROM
GOD'S PLAN FOR YOU. Can vou stand the stress and temptatlpn 9f the
accomplishing the Goal? Some people want to work with drug addicts but
they would be tempted to take drugs. God may use you to help drug
addicts but in an entirely different area than you want.

4, WILL THE GOAL BUILD UP OTHER PARTS OF THE BODY OF CHRIST OR ARE YOU
BUILDING YOUR OWN LITTLE KINGDOM? The man who made the world famous
Stradiverious Violins couldn't play in concert but he c¢ould build
great violins. (Most church divisions come from people building their
kingdom instead of God's kingdom) ‘

S. ARE YOU DEVELOPING AS THE GOAL DEVELOPS S0 THE GOAL WILL HAVE A
FOUNDATICON OF STABILITY? Enfanrge the place o4 thy fent, and Lot them
strneteh forth the cuntains of thine habitations: spane noi, Eengtnan
thy cords, and strengthen thy Atahes; (Isa 54:2)

6. DO OTHER PEOPLE ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR GOAL AS GODLY? ‘Not public Opinion
but confirmation by other brothers.

7. ARE YOU WILLING TO WORK ON_iOUR GOAL UNTIL IT'S TIME FOR FRUIT? And

Lot us not be weanrny in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if
we faint not. (Gal 6:9)

8. ARE YOU WILLING TO QUIT YOUR GOAL IS DIRECTED BY GOD? Don't let
your goal become your God,

2. DO YOU HAVE ENOUGH FAITH IN YOUR DREAM TO MAKE IT PUBLIC? Have a
Dream, Tell a dream, do a dream. Public proclamation.

10, IS YQOUR GOAL SOMETHING YOU WANT TO BE REMEMBERED BY? By {$aith
Abel offened unto God a morne excellent sacrigice than Cain, by which
he obtained witness that he was nightecws, God testifying of his
gifts: and by it he being dead yet 4pa¢hath (Heb 11:4).

Are you just running thru life or are you pursuing a Goal for God?
What a horrible thing to come to die and then find you've just been
spinning your wheels.



COMMIT

The word "Commit™ is used 2 main ways in Scripture-
1) "To do something”- as in to Commit Adultery (Used this way more
than with anything else).
2) "To entrust for care"- as in to commit someone to a hospxtal {for
their safety and healing). .

We are going to use the second. form of “Commlt"‘xn today's message.
We are going to lock at 7 things we Entrust (Commit) to the Lord and
then see the results of trusting God wlth these things.

Let's begln with several ba51c, but very important, prlnclples

1> God expects us to commit some thlngs to Him-. That is the basis of a
loving Relationshlp- Trust.

2> God will take care of what we commit to. Hlm- CaAthg a££ yowr care
upon him; 4on he careth fon you (1l Pet 5:7).

3> God will multiply what we commit to Him-~ Ha that ministereth seed
to the dowen will both ministen bread fon your 600d and muliiply younrn
seed sown, and incrgase the §ruits of your ¢¢ghtzow¢nzéé (II Cor 9:10)

COMMIT THESE 7 THINGS TO THE LORD:

%. CAUSE) I would 4eekh unto God, and unto God-wou&d I commit my coawse:
Job 5:8

-A) For. Justlge. Shatl not the 1udg¢ o& a££ the eanth do a&ght’ {Gen
18 25). Don't trust in schemes; trust in God. -

B) For Vengeance:. Dearly. beloved, avenge not yourbelvesd, but nather
give place unto wrath: don it is Waatten, vengeanae LA mine; I witl
repay, Aaitlh the Lond (Rom 12:19). : L i

ITI. WAYS: Commit ithy way uuto Ehe LORD; tnuat aLAo in.h*m and he
shall bring it to pass (Psa-37:5). Get on: God s Path for your life

I1I, WORKS: Commit thy worhs unte the LORD, and thy thoughts shaltl be
established {Prov 16:3). God takes the worry out of works when we
trust Him. When you follow God's leadershlp you find a peace that
passes understanding as you trust in God's care and guidance.

IV. RICHES: I{ therefone ye have not been faithiul in the unrighteousd
mammon, who wilf commit to your trust the truwe nlches? (Luke 16:11)
Be careful how you handle money. It will show whe you really trust.

V. GOSPEL: And the things that thou hast heard o0f me among many
witnessdes, the same commiit thow *o 4a¢th4ul men, who” 4ha££ be able to
teach othens also (2 Tim 2:2). Throw a "rock of testimony” into the
pond of life and watch the ripples fan out.

Vi. SPIRIT: Into thine hand I commit my spirnit: thou hast nedeemed me,
0 LORD God of truth (Psa 31:5). Jesus committed Himself to God's will;
so should we. ' ’
VII. SECURITY OF SOULS Whenedorne Let them that sufder according Lo
the wiltl of God commit the heeping of theirn souls Lo him in well
doing, as unto a faithful Creaton (1 Pet 4:19). Pain or problems can’'t
separate us from the Love of God. I have committed to God; and God is
ccmmitted to me ! Glory‘

Are your trying to carry life's burdens on your’ own. Commit them to
God. ¥ou can trust Him, now and forever. '



Why People Get Sick At Christmas!

Every family in the Church seems to have just gotten,
or just gotten over, a case of the flu (We can almeost
sniff and c¢ough in chorus now!). Instead of being able
to enjoy the Christmas season we all seem to have gotten
sick and feel bad. Why would God allow such a thing? Why
do people get sick at all; and especially at Christmas?

I. STRESS- Who among us is willing to c¢laim that the
Holiday Season is not stressful- Even the kids have to
be good for a week to get a present! This stress tends
to break down ocur resistance and enable sickness to
attack. Then as we get sick we become irritable which
brings on more stress!

DO CHRISTIANS HAVE A WAY WE CAN DEAL WITH STRESS??
Peace I fLeave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, nelther Let
it be afraid. (Jchn 14:27)

II. CIRCUMSTANCES- Joseph faced a strange set of
circumstances. He was told to marry a woman who would
be the mother of the Son of God. Then about the time
the child was to be born he lost his job, became
homeless, had to travel a great distance with a
pregnant wife(!), and ending up in a stable instead of
a hospital.

We face difficult circumstances today. also. These
circumstances weaken our bodies and sap our spirit; which invites
sickness to move in on us!

WHAT DO CHRISTIANS KNOW ABCUT CIRCUMSTANCES Rom 8:28

IIl. CROWDS- Crowded Inns, Everyone to be taxed; sounds like Saturday
at the Mall! And in the "spirit of the season" everyone seems to be
sharing their colds with everyone else!

HOW CAN CHRISTIANS BE SOCIABLE WITHOQUT SPREADING SICKNESS— Entzm noit
into the path of the wiched, and go noi in the way of evil men. Avodd
it, pass not by it, tunn 4nrom it, and pass away (Prov 4:14-15). Use
common sense- phone, don't spread cold yourself, don't "tempt" \
sickness.
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IV SIN-: And unto Adqm he $a¢d, Beeause thou ha4¢ haaakaned
unito. the voice 0§ thy wife, and hast ecaten of the tree, of
which I commanded thee; saying, Thou shalt not eat of it:
curnsed A4 the ground fon thy sahe; in soxrow shalt thow eat
o4 4t ol the days of Lthy Lide; Thorns also and thistles
shatl it brning forth to thee; and thou shalt cat the herbd o{
the $ield; In the sweat of thy {ace shali thow eat bread,
tile thou netunn unto the ground; for out of it wast thow'
tahen: 4on dust thou art,.and unto dust shatt thou return
(Gen 3:17-19). 8Sin has changed the human body into a '
corruptible body Where Bickness is.a part of life.

It is clearly true that Christians suffer sickness just as Slnners
do, but it is also clear that God has provided ways to lessen it' s .
impact on us- Be&oued, I wish above all things that thow mayesl .
prospen and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth (3 John 1:2).

1 -',

Why do we have these troubles?? .
1. To Get People where God wants Them., T

A) Physically- Troubles moved Joseph to. Bethlehem, Egypt., and then
Nazareth. Your cold:may allow you to leave a. "Miracle Message'™ book in
the Doctor's waiting room, That book may then reach some lost person
or endourage some savéd person.
" B) Spiritually- The’ Shepherds greatly Feared when the angels came
bhut, before long, they were dreatly rejoicing.

I.vonder if more REAL praying goes on in. hosPitals than in Church!!

C) Financially- Joseph had to leave Bethlehem in a hurry with a
wife and very young chlld ‘The Wise Men g Gifts prov1ded the funds
necessary to travel and se& up hquse 1n Egypt.

I'm surprlsed abnut the’ nuhber ef jbb decigions that are made while
on sick beds. Some tlmes people Just plod thru llfe unt11 .something
makes them stop and examlne the;r sztuat1on

II. To Stir- COmmltment to God- It .is4 good 60& me that I have been
afflicted; that I might Learn ithy statutes (Psa 119:71).

-A) Bethlehem had no room for the Savior but had plenty of room
after the babies were killed. Do you think anyone prayed??

B) The Shepherd didn't know they would be preachers but they have
preached more sermons in more plays than any other group of people.

Sickness and troubles can help us to bear witness; or make us
unbearable. Which one are you?
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What a great o
Valentine Banquet : s
we had last night. Slonting’s

I don't know how
most of the couples
in our Church ever
got married since no one seems to
know who proposed to who!!l but
somehow  they managed to get
together! (I wonder if that's why
God savs we neither marry or are
given 1in marriage 1in Heaven—- to
keep down the gquarreling!).
The Soup Supper was

We're going to have to
"Desert Supper'” scmetime soon,
howaver, because | couldn't eat
any of all those deliciocus deserts
after making a pig of myself
tasting all the soups! {
appreciate evervone ' s
participation in  the activities
and in the supper.

great.
have a

Be sure and be hers
this  Sunday morning
for the 9%9am Service.

Brother Damon and
Brother Ronnie
Wallace will be

singing several
specials. Cur Sunday Night service
at 9AM is Great. Enjoy the
Blessings with us this week.

As you can see from
the calendar on the
bhack of this page, we S
will begin a SINGING
SCHOOL this Sunday. HYMNS
Brother bavid Cable I
from Leicester, NC
will be teaching the classes and |

believe it will be a help to
ANYONE who wants to learn more
about singing. .

The ctasses will be from €-Bp

on Sunday Night and from 1ﬂugr
Monday through Friday. EVERY night
will be +4mportant but the first
Three nights are especially
important since they will lay the
foundation for everything else.
Brother David is a very good
teacher and he will spend as much
time as vou need in an area hefore

he goes on to the next area.

The guestion I'm asked most
often is, "Will he make me sing =a
solo?”, NO. He will not embarrass
you or single vou out. The school
is based on teaching people to
sing TOGETHER with others.

it has already helped our Great
Grace Choir and we look for God to
use this week to make our good
choir even better (You should have

heard the choir sing Sunday. It
was enough to make =a Baptist
shout! ),

. Preacher Mike Fsalm 16: 11
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Lake City, SC 28580
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GRACE FWB Church

February 16 - March 28, 1992

Feb 27

| Feb23 Feb 24 Feb 25 Feb 26 - Feb 28 Feb 29
: Josh Frye It{e.r:_fon Lowder
; Birthday Birthday
. Mar 1 Mar 2 Mar 3 Mar 4 Mar 5 Mar 6 Mar 7
: {lope Frye Harold/Debe Leila Thrashst
i Sirthday A Birthduy
! Mike MeGee Ash
? Birthdey W, ay

Mar 8 Mar 9 Mar 10 Mar 11 Mar 12 Mar 13 Mar 14
i 7:30pin Woman’s Joe Henry/
; Augxiliary Brenda (A)
. Mar 13 Mar 16 Mar 17 Mar 18 Mar 19 Mar 20 Mar 21
! Danny/Beth (A) Pavuln Jones SNt | Tereaia Colerman Dagny Broach Bm i;c\xdnr
, Birthda ; “| Birthd, irthda '
' d M Ema’f; Lowis Jonnifor Lovwdor

Bicthdny Birthdey
Spring begins
. Mar 22 Mar 23 Mar 24 Mar 25 Mar 26 Mar 27 Mar 28
 Sandra Taylor
Birthday

You are Always WELCOME at Grace FWB Church

21371
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Do you remember the story about
the boy who cried "wolf" s0 often
until no one believed him when he

really needed help? That's a
Tittle 1like my situation today.
The Lord is so good to our Church

and gives us s0

activities until people start

taking "great"” for granted. But
| "ve got to at least try.

The SINGING SCHOOL )ﬁ
@

WAS GREAT,,!

Brother David Cable
did a superb job of
teaching the basics
of Four Part Harmony and the

results keep getting better every
week .

é} The
from
r' T

many Great

participation
neighboring

~mpChrietion Ut Churches was very
good (15 Churches were

represented) and attendance was
between 70 and 100 each of the
Five nights. And when you get 100
people singing 4 part harmony from

their heart it will send cold
bumps down vour spine! :
It has helped turn our good

Cheir into a Great Choir. And vyou
don't have to take my word for it.
Come ahy Sunday and see if God
doesn't minister thru their music.

in - fact, A
Sunday you might

Si
want to mark on m‘é 1@
vour calendar is ”

Sunday, March 15. aIRE@m@R
Brother David is

geing to come back and work with
our Choir again on Saturday, March

14, and then lead them during the
11am Worship Service on Sunday. |

donh't know about vyou but | can
hardly wait.
Sadly, it :
appears we won't [Pl
be able to il
broadcast this [l
service over
Radic. The local AM Station that

has broadcast our Morning Worship
Service for a number of vyears
closed down as of March First.
There 1is a possibility that a
Christian Network will re-open
this station in the near Future.
We ask you to Join us in prayer
about that. } :

Until then, we invite those who
have been listening on Radio to
visit us in person ot request a
tape of the services.

All of the activities with the
Choir has encouraged others to
become active also. (see Back)
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take City, SC 29560
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Several of our ladies have formed a Youth Committee (Kathy Lewis, Sylvia
Gowcy, Jeanie Taylor, Roxanna Young, and Hope Frye) . and have begun =2
number of activities for our Youth. Several of the projects are still in
the working stages but I can teéll you about a few things.
(1) Beginning in April, Children's Church will move from
Sunday Morning teo Wednesday Night and will involve 2
Wednesday HNights & month. On the first of thess LOM{
Wednesday's, one group of Youth will have a Bible Lesson f;
whilz the other learns new songs. Then the next time they
meet the groups will reverse activities. This will
sventually lead to a Youth Choir as well as at least one planned
activity for our Young People each month. '
{(2) Beginning with the next Sunday Schoo] Quarter (First Sunday in June)
we will begin an Intermediate Class (ages 12-14) to bridge the gzp
‘between the Teen and Junior Class. This will allow us to plan mors
specialized lessons and activities for these age groups.

A list of needed volunteers will be put in the Bulletin soon. We hope
many people will be willing to help in this exciting new Youth Ministry.

.The OUTREACH MINISTRY continues toc progress very
e . well. Miracle Messages Volume Three was held wup
_ﬁ?qu,ggg because we were busy with the Singing School but m¥
———i{;?ﬁg{j}) FROM THE i f a1 nd 8 lid h tting togethar all
it PASTOR'S DESKWl e an spen 5011 ours p}l ing 24 2T —n—
2000 volumes yesterday. The printer has them tow
znd should £inish stapling .and trimming them scon. We hope to mail thexu
next week. :

Several pecple have requested permission to reprint articles from the
Miracle Message series in bulletins and newsletters. I am always willing
tz grant that, and Thank the Lord that this multiplies the Ministry even
mIra.

I have given away several hundred dollars worth
¢ audio and video tapes recently. Audio and Videco
tapas of the Singing School were {(and still are) CASSETTE Tarp
zreatly in demand. We have also given away large ﬁﬁ% MIMNISIRY :é
numhers of several special Testimony tapes; and the .ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ;
Lares of our services (with our good singing) have )
vesn greatly used recently. )

I am also in the process of re-working and re-printing one of the most
pepular of our Study Books- the Prayer Book. The first half of this bLock
i35 a study on Biblical Praying; while the last half is a practical
sraver guide. It's available to anyone requesting it. .

All of this ministry is available because many people ar
willing to help meet it's needs. THANKS. A lot of work
~ added to your money to reach as many people as possib

‘with the Gospel. We see a lot of results already but
believe only HBeaven will show us what's really bee
accomplished., And that's what I'm looking forward to.

Children's Ministries, Choir Specials, and Commitment o
o the Word ef God. You can find it all at Grace FWB Church.
Join us this week,

e + < « & 4 « 4 4 4 s+ 4 4 = « 4w « « Preacher Mike Psalm 16:12
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GRACE FWB Church

March 1- April 11, 1992

A WEDNEEDA T

| : N Mar 6 Ma1

; iope Fm _ -+ | Bert Sullivan Haroid/Debe | Eric McKnight - Leila Thetsite:
4 Birtiiday Birthday (A) Birthday « Birthday

i Mo MoGoe ) Ash . .

| Birdidry  Wed - o -

i - Wednesday

i

i

'+ Mar8 Mar 9 Mar 10 Mar 11 Mar 12 Mar 13 Mar 14
i '?:30pn.n' Woman's Joe Honry/ : Rebin Postoi:

' Auxaliary Brenda ( A) Birihday

Jim/Mazjornic (A
il bidebiten’ el b

Mar 15 Mar 16| - Mar 17 Mar 18 Mar 19 Mar 20 Mar 2!

| Daasy/Beth (A) | Pauls Jones Terosin Colesman | Danny Broach Brends Lovwder | Michelle

Birthduy Bizthday. Birthday. Birthday MeAliister
Robert Young Emily Lowis Jennifer Lovder Bérthday
Birthday . Birthdzy | Birhday
' Spring beging

Mar 22 Mar 23 Mar 24 Mar25 | Mar26 Mar 27 M'Wr 28

Zandre Taylor Zachaty Newell

u.nILId‘i)’ Birthday
{
!
!
© Mar 29 Mar30 | Mar3l | Apr! Apr2 Apr 3 Apr 4
| Jack Gasking - Harold Miles ™ April Fools Bonnie Les .
i Birthduy Birthday - Day - Birthday
i
|
i

Apr § Apr 6 Apr 7 Apr 8 Apr 9 Apr 10 Apr 11

Adiriza SicAllister i ' Suily Sullivan

Biraeay - Birthdaay
R Daylight '
14 3% Savings

Y are Always WELCOME st Grace FWB Church EISTELS



We are beginning a’' series of Study in our Adult Sunday School Class
about The Doctrine and Beliefs ¢f our Church. The Following Sheets
show some of the main History and Doctrine. Hope you will join us at
ldam each Sunday for this special series..

FREE WILL BAPTIST
THE BEGINNING

The Free Will Baptist denomination is a fellowship of evangelical believers
united in extending the witness of Christ and the building of His Church throughout
the world. The rise of Free Will Baptist can be traced to the influence of Baptist
of Armenian persuasion who settled in the colonies from England.

The denomination sprang up on two fronts in America at almost the same time. The
Southern line, or Palmer movement, traces its beginnings to the year 1727 when Paul
Palmer organized a church at Chowan, N.C.. Palmer had previously ministered in New
Jersey and Maryland, having been baptized in a congregation which had moved from
Wales to a tract on the Delaware River in northern Pennsylvania. : .

The Northern line, or Randall movement, had its beginnings with a congregation
organized by Benjamin Randall June 30, 1787, in New Durham, New Hampshire. Both
lines of Free Will Baptist taught the doctrines of Free Grace, Free Salvation, and
Free Will; although there was never an organizational connection between them. -

The Northern line expanded more rapidly in the beginning and extended its
outreach into the West and Southwest. In 1910-11 this body of Free Will Baptist
merged with the Northern Baptist denamination, taking more than half the 1,100
churches and all the denominational property, including several major colleges. The
remaining churches met on Dec, 28, 1916 at Pattonsburg, Missouri and formed the
Cooperative General Association of Free Will Baptist.

Free Will Baptist in the southeastern United States, having descended from the
Palmer foundation, had often manifested friendly relations with Free Will Bapt‘:J.gt of
the Randall movement in the North and West but the slavery question and the Civil
War prevented formal union between them. The churches in the Southern line were
organized into various associations and conferences fram the beginning, and had
finally organized into a general Conference by 1921. These congregations were not
aifected by the merger of the northern movement with the Northern Baptist.

The rermants of the Randall movement (the Cooperative General Association) and
the Palmer movement (The General Conference) met in Nashville, Tenn. on November 5,
1935 and organized the National Association of Free Will Baptist. Fifty years of
Growth has given us 2,400 churches in 42 states and 14 foreign countries. We now
have 4 Bibles Colleges (Virginia, Tenn., Okla., and Calif.), numerous Bible
Institutions, 3 Children's Homes (S.C., Tenn., and Ala.), and a Budget of’ over 511
millicn dollars in 1992 for all the variocus departments. (Executive folce,
Executive Church Bonds Free Will Baptist Bible College, Foreign Missions, Home
Missions, Master's Men, Retirement and Insurance, FWB Foundation, Sunday School and
Church Training Board, and Radio and Television Comn.). All of these Departments are
headtuartered in Nashville, Tenn. )

Free Will Baptist Churches in South Carolina belong to the National Association of
FWB by virtue of belonging to one of Seven {7) Conferences which make up the South
carolina State Association of FWB-- Beaver Creek (29 Churches), Central (25
Cruzches), Eastern (13 Churches), Great Commission (2 Churches), Palmetto (4
Churches), South Carolina Conference (43 Churches), and True Life (7 Churches).



ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. THE RIBLE- The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were given by inspiration
of God, and are our infallible rule of faith and practice.

. GOD- There is one living and true God, revealed in nature as the Creator,
veserver, and Righteous Governor of the universe; and in the Scfiptires as Father,
Zon, and Holy Ghost; yet as one God, infinitely wise and good, whom all intelligent
eatures are supremely to love, adore, and obey.

. CHRIST- Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in His divine nature truly God, in
His human nature truly man. The mediator between God and man, once crucified, He is
now risen and glorified, and is our ever present Savior and Lord.

4. THE HOLY SPIRIT- The Scriptures assign to the Holy Spirit all the attributes of
God, ) :

%, THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD- God exercises a wise and benevolent providence over all
keings and all things by maintaining thé constitution and laws of nature. He also
performs special acts, not otherwise provided for, as the highest welfare of men
vequires,

THE SINFULNESS OF MBN- Man was created innocent, but by discbedience fell inic a
ate of sin and condemnation. His posterity, therefore, inherit a fallen nature of
uch tendencies that all whé tome to years of accountability, sin and become guilty
efore God, :

. THE WORK OF CHRIST- The Son of God by His incarnation, life, sufferings, deatl:,
nd resurrection effected for all a redemption from sin that is full and free, and
the grounds of salvation by faith.

. THE TERMS OF SALVATION- The conditions of salvation are:

1) Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and hearty remunciation of it.

2) Faith or the unreserved committal of one's self to Christ as Savior and Lord
with purpose to love and obey him in all things. In the exercise of saving faith,
the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed from the dominion of sin, and becomes
= child of God.

3) Continuance in faith and cbedience until death. .

ELECTION- CGod determined from the beginning to save all who would comply with
he -onditions of salvation. Hence by Faith in Christ men become His elect.

C. FREEDOM OF THE WILL~ The human will is free and self-controlled, having power to
vield to the influence of the truth and the Spirit, or to resist them and perish.

11, SALVATION FREE- God desires the salvation of all, the Gospel invites all, the
Holy Spirit strives with all, and whosocever will may come and take of the water of
life frsely. Lo S .

12. PERSEVERAN - all believers in Christ, who through grace persevere in holiness
o the end of tife, have promise of Salvation. .
17, GOSPEL ORDINANCES-.1) Baptism: the immersion of believers in water, and (2) the
rord's Supper, are ordinances to be perpetuated under the Gospel. 3) Feet-gaéhlng,a
an ordinence teaching humility, is of universal obligation, and is to be ministered
to all true Believers.

14, TITHING- God cammanded tithes and offerings in the 0ld Testament;'Jesus endoised
it in the Gospel {(Matt 23:23), and the apostle Paul said, "Upon the first day of the
w22k lat evary one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him" (I Cor
18:2a
iE%; THE CWRISTTIAN SARRATH- The Divine Law requires that one day in seven be set
spart from secular employments and amusements, for rest, worship, holy works, and
cotivities, and for personal camunion with God.

156. RESURRECTION, JUDGMENT, AND FINAL RETRIBUTION- The Scriptures teach the
ragurrection of all men at the last day. they that have done good will come forth to
the vesurrection of life, and they that have done evil unto the resurrection of
darmation: then the wicked will "go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous
into eternal life."
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‘FREE WILL BAPTIST

CHURCH COVENANT

THE REASCN FOR THE COVENANT
Having given ou.rselves to God, by faith in Jesus Christ, and adopted the Word of
God as our rule of faith and practice, we now give ourselves to one another by the
will of God in this solemn covenant.
a) Our Salvation.
B) Our Dedication

THE RIGJ.’I'EIIISNESS O THE COVENANT
We promise by His grace to love and obey Him in all things, to avo:.d all
zppearance of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusements and unholy eonformity to
the world, ftrom. all sanction of the use and sale of :.ntox:r.cat:.ng beverages, a:\.d to
#rovide things honest 1;1 the sight of all men. -
A) Obeving God
B) Avoiding Evil

THE REQIIRE!ENTS OF THE (INENBNT
We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together for church confervmf'
»ublic worship, and the cbservance of the ordinances of the gospel, nor fail to »z x
according to our abﬂ:.ty for the support of the church, of its poor, and all its
henevolent work.
3) Attending the Services
B) Giving to the Ministry

THE RELATIONSHIPS OF THE COVENANT

W2 agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof with meekness, and to watch
ovar one another in love, endeavoring to "keep the unity of the Spirit" in the bonds
<f peace, to be careful of cone another's happiness and reputatlon and seek to
stvengther. the wesk, encourage the afflicted, admonish the erring, and as far as we
zre able, promote the success of the church and of the Gospel.

3} Correctable

B) Careful

C) Concerned

THE REDEMETION IN THE COVENANT
We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and-Christian obligations and

saterprises supreme; counting it our chief business .in life to extend the influence
2f Christ in society; constantly praying and to:l.llng that the Klngdom of God may
:«c:*'u znd His will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. :

} Evangelism is our goal .
3) Prayer is our life blood

THE REACH OF THE COVENANT '

7o this end we agree to labor for the promot:.on of educational and
Jdenorinational enterprises, the support of missions, the success of Sunday sch
and evanc'ellst:.c efforts for the salvation of the world.

AR} Education

BY Outvreach

.|....;
14

. THE REQUESI.‘ FRCM THE GUVEEN’I‘ .
and may the God of peace sanctify us wholly, and.preserve us blameless unto the
~:n'o_nr.' of our Lord Jesus Christ.
y Holy Living
) Pight=ous Dving
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First Worship Service . S 00awm
Bibkle Stmdy Hour - - 1C:Q0am
Worship Service « 11 :000am
Nednesday Praver Service 7:30pw
Pastor Mike Jones —— 394-372°5
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i am humbled and thankful for
the tremendous response we have
received so far from Volume 3 of
N-“aule Me;sagns Request continue
te come in for hnew or additional
copies (We have already given out
cver 1000 copies) and { pray God
w111 use it to speak to hearts.
We have also reprinted Volume 1
ard Voliume 2 so order any copies
vou neec today.

Last week the Outreach Ministry
rreached over 300,000 people with
our messages about Christ. That
sUuts us over the Half a mitlion
mark for March. We still haven't
~gached our goal of A Million a
Month but | know it's coming.

Be sure and be here

ig ﬁ?% this Sunday. (Remember
ﬁ\ that we will "Spring

dﬁ forward'" an hour so be
3” here on time). In

additdior L2 our normal services,
we will hhave SPECIAL MUSIC - by
Deb+~a Poston and Jennifer Caraway.
Zome share a Blessing with us.

o think it will be as good as
the 9am Service last Sunday., Six
"Yyolunteers'" took esach day of our
“A*Ty Bible readinrg and shared

what 1t meant to them, It was
wonder®ful,

of new nrojects have
in the pazt waesk.

b2

A number
been completed
We have finished paving the 3
additional parking spaces at the
end of our present parking lot {We
saw the need for this during our

Singing School when it was
difficu]t to find a parking
space).

And, Thanks to the work of Ken
Kn1ght, we nave new receptaclas in
the fellowship building; The Hot
water heater 1is now on 1it's own
socket (So it won't trip the
breaker each time we plug in mors
than one coffee pot. Glory!}: And
we have a new movement sensor
light on the porch of the feliow-
ship building so pecple canh see
how to get to their cars =after
service, "Little" things, but ws

~are very thankful they're done

i want %o close by ‘saying =
special word of THANKS to those of
you who contribute to this work,
The opportunities for outreach are
increasing almost daily and vour
prayers and support are vital.
Many people give regularly and
sacrificially and | praise God fcr
you., Without vour help we would
have reached a hundred pecple last
weelk instead of hundreds of
Thousands! Thanks....Preacher Mixe

i To KNOW and to SHOW CHRIST
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ANOTHER GENERATION

The people 4senved the LORD throughout the Lifetime of Joshua and o4
the elderns who outlived him and who had seen alf the great things the

LORD had done 4o Iisrael, -~ Judg 2:7

Aglen Lhat whole genenation had been gatherned to thein dathens,
anothen generafion grew wp, who khnew neither the LDRD nor what he had
done fon Israel. -- Judg 2:10 (Page 347)

The one thing that stands out in Judges is the fact that the "Cycle
of Sin" was a real problem and a continuous problem. We will deal with
the reasons for this "Cycle of Sin" in individual lives during the
llam service., Right now, I want us to see how horrible it will be on
our children if we do not teach them to love and serve the Lord. I
don't want our children to become "another generation™ that knows not
God nor what He has done.

I. THE OLDER GENERATION'S PAILURE -lack of Dedication and Education.
A} Failure to Conquer the enemies- Failure to stand for the right in
this Generation will come back to haunt you AND THE NEXT GENERATION.
B) Failure to Instruct- About Past Miracles and Present power. Where
are our Dedicated Teachers? Do our Child hear testimonies of answered
prayer as often as they hear request for prayer??

IT. THE YOUNGER CGENERATION'S PROBLEMS ‘

A) Divided Love- Wanting to be like the World, they forgot God
~ B) Divine Displeasure- Israel had to deal with the Heathen Nations.
Our Young People have to deal with Drugs, divorce, and Deadly
diseases. God leaves these problems for sPeclflc reasons today, Jjust
as He did for Israel:
1. To Punish Israel- Now thereforne I itell yow that I witl not drive
them out beforne yow; they will be thorns in yowr sdides and theirn gods
willt be a snare te youw." {(Judg 2:3).
2. To Prove Israel- I will wise them to test I[srnael and see whethen
they will heep the way of the LORD and walk in it as thein forefathers
d&d " (Judg 2:22)

To Provide Israel with experience in warfare- (he did this only 2o
teach warfare to the descendants of the Israelites who had not had
previous batile experiencel: (Judg 3:2).

4. To Prevent land from becoming a wilderness~ The LORD yourn God will
drnive out those nations before you, Little by Little. You will not be
allowed to eliminate them all at once, on fhe WLLd animals will
mwltiply around yow (Deu 7:22).

HOW CAN WE AVOID THE ERRORS? Is it Possible to save our Kids?
2) The Bible says the .Church will become lukewarm
B) The Bible says the World will wax worst and worst.
C) The Bible says because In1qu1ty gshall abound the Love of many
-shall wax cold. . _ . . :

HERE IS5 WHAT WE MUST DO: DEAL WITH OUR .YOUNG PECPLE-
1. As_Individuals- God saves pecple one at a time.:
2. By _the Gospel~ Classes, Activities, etec must p01nt to Christ
3. With Effort~ Instruct, Memorials, Lead (Judges kept in Check}

We can't let "Another Generation" grow up without the Knowledge of
God's Pardon and Power. We aren't out to just entertain them; we want
to evangelism them! And it's going to take EVERYCONE WORKIMNG TOGETHER.



GRACE FWB Church

March 29 - May 9, 1992

rrr—

Aprl | Apr2 | Apr3 | Aprd

: : Jack Guslcins Harold Miles April Fools Bonaie Lee 7:30pm SC
! Birtheay Birthday Day Birthday Conference
: 7:30pm Youth
Meet
 Aprs Apr6 | Apr7 ‘Apr 8 ‘Apr9 |. Apri10° | Apr 1l
i Miriam McAllister | 7:30pm Woman's v ' ‘ | Sully Sullivaz
| Birthday Aux ' Birthday
Ty, Do :
1" Savings

i

i

| Apr 12 Apr 13 Apr 14 Apr 15 Apr 16 Apr 17 Apr 13
% Palm Sunday Buddy/Bonnie 7:80pm Dorothy Sullivan | Passover
i

|

ZVI | EASTER | JDithday
| | CoMMU- Good Fnday‘_
NION

1 Apr 20 Apr 21 Apr 22 Apr 23 Apr 24 Apr 258
| Jackic Lowder 7:30pm Youth '

{ Birthday. . ‘ Meet
A David Wilkes
Birthday

Apr 26 Apr 27 Apr 28 "Apr 29 Apr 30 Mayl1 | May?2
‘ Donna Sallivan
Birthday
May 3 May 4 May 3 May 6 May 7 May 8 May 9
Coanie Mathis Metion Coker Mnry Wilkes Lew Gowdy
Birthday Rirthday Birthday Birthdey
Dearn Lowder
Birthday

You are Always WELCOME at Grace FWB Church _ . 3/30/:



WHAT IS SIN 7 -
‘ I Sam 7:2-6 (Page 392)

The nation of Israel had turned away from God and had turned to the
sins of Canaan. God punished them in order to bring them to repentance
{(Not from spite). It took a long time (20 years) but the results were
finally realized. Samuel told the people to repent of sin by searching
their heart, putting away their sins, and turning again teo God with
their whole heart.

When the people came together with fasting and prayver, their
confession to God and fellow man was "WE HAVE SINNED". That is the
missing ingredient in Churches and among Christians today: willingness
to admit they were wrong.

You see, that is the very essence of sin~- wrong standing with God.
This wrong standing can be the result of actions we do, or fail to de,
or attitudes that rebel against God's control of our life.

I. WHAT SIN IS: Rom 3:10-12

1. Failure in Righteousness (vs 10) - Our STANDING with a Holy God
is broken resulting in Condemnation.

2. Pailure in Reasoning (vs lla)- "none Understandeth"- Our MINDS
have become Polluted and incapable of right reascning (Controlled by
Pleasures, or Passions). :

3. Pajlure in Reverence (vs 1lb)- "none seek God"™- Our ATTITUDE is
Proud instead cof Repentant.

4, Failure in Riggt living {(vs 12a)- "They are all gone out of the
way"- Cur PURPOSE in life has vanished.

5. Failure in Responsibility (vs 12b)~ "They are togethe; become
unprofitable"{like spoiled Milk}- Our ACTIONS are Harmful instead of
Helpful.

6? Failure in Reformation (vs l2c)- "There is none that_doeth good,
no, not one'- Our BEING is corrupt. Man achieves neither innocence
before God or positive good (ARll our righteousnesses are a5 filthy
rags). _

ghi whole of man's inner being is controlled by sin:

His MIND- None that understandeth
His HEART- None that seeketh after God
His WILL- None that doeth good

II. WHAT SIN DOES )
A) Drives us from God- Our Failures should drive us TO God but
instead we run FROM God! CGen 3:8-10, Luke 15: Luke l19:10
B). Destroys Our PEACE with:
1> Others-
Their throat is an open sepulchre- graveyard mouth
With their tongues they have used deceit- forked tongues
The poison of asps is under their lips- deadly words
Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness- foul mouths
Their feet are swift to shed blood- Look for trouble
" 2> Qurself- Destruction & misery are in their ways; The way of
peace have they not known :
3> God- There is no fear of God before pheir eyes

WHAT SIN BRINGS- We become people who Tolerate, then Spectate, and
finally Participate in 8in until the Wrath of a Hgly God fal}s upon
us. We end up wallowing in the "Hog Pens" of sin instead eating at the
Father's House. ‘ .

8in will Contaminate you, Control you, and Condemn you-.Akandon Sin
today and accept God's offer of forgiveness by Faith in Christ.



Leprosy as a Picture of Sin o
" Lev 13:-, 14:1-9

The only way many of us can picture the dreaded disease .
of Leprosy today is to equate it to Cancer or AIDS. Like \
Cancer or ARids, Leprosy was painful and fatal. It also
ogfered a good picture of how sin can be discovered in a
;1fe; as well as describing how sin destroys a life. That
is what I want us to see today.

I. THE WAY LEPROSY PICTURES SIN Lev 13:1-8 {Page 280) The LORD sadid
Lo Moses and Aarnon, "lWhen angone hat a swelling orn a rath on a bright
4pod on his shin that may become an infectious skin diseate, he mist
be brought to Aaron the priecsit on to one of his 4dons who it a priest.
The priesi is to examine the sore on his shin, and i4 the hair in the
sone hat turned white and the sore appeans fo be more than skin deep,
Lt A4 an dindectiows shin disease. When the priest examines him, he
shall pronounce him ceremonially unclean. I[4 the spot on hid skhin L4
white but deoes not appearn to be mone than skin deep and the hair in 4Lt
hat not turned white, the patiest a4 to put the Anfected person Ain
is0lation dor beven days. On the seventh day the priest iLs to examine
him, and 44 he 4ees that the sore 44 unchanged and has not spread 4in
the 4skdin, he L5 1o heep him in lsoflation anothen seven days. On the
Sseventh day the praiest L4 Lo examine him again, and L4 Lthe Acne has
daded and has not spread in the shin, the priest shall pronounce him
clean; 4t 44 only a rash. The man must wash his cloithes, and he will
be clean. BRut i the nasth does. spread in his shin aften he has shown
himseld to the priest to be pronounced clean, he muwst appear before
the priest again. The paiest is to examihe him, and {4 the rash has
Apnead 4L the Akin, he shatl pronocunce him unclean; 4t 44 an
indectiows disease., . -- Lev 13:1-8

Like Leprosy, 8Sin: : o _

A) Is Deeper than the Skin- Leprosy was not a surface rash but a
real problem. Sin is not just a mistake you make because you are not
trying hard enough. It goes to the very Heart of a person (The heart
of the problem is the problem of the heart!). Pharisees worried about
washing their hands while Jesus taught about cleaning their hearts.

Like Leprosy, Sin works beneath the surface- See it at work in Lust,
Anger, Bitterness., Hate, etc.

B) Spreads- The Priest looked to see if the disease spread because
that was a sin of it's seriousness. Sin affects our Attitudes.
Attitudes are manifested in Actions. Actions hecome a way of Life (The
example of the pitcher, Perez, who allowed Drugs to destroy his
reputation and his $2 million a year job)

C) Defiles- The penson with such ah indectiows disease must wearn
itoan clothes, Let his hain be wunkempi, cover the Lowen part of his
dace and cny out, 'Unclean! Unclean!' As Long as he hast the infection
he nemains unclean. He mudi Live alone; he must Live outside the camp.
(Lev 13:45-46) (Page 282~ Rules for 8ick). The Stain of 82in corrupts
vour Character, your Reputation, your family.

D) Isolates- The Leper must Qet out of the camp and warn everyone
when he approached- "Unclean, Unclean”. Sin breaks up families,
Ruins careers, drives you into the desert of despair without help or
hope.



II. THE CLEANSING OF THE LEPROSY OF SIN- Lev 14:1-9
(Page 283) The LORD 4aid to Moses, "These are the
regulations fon the diseased person at the time of his
ceremonial cleansding, when he is brought to the priest:
The padiest 44 Lo go outside the camp -and examine him.
1§ the penson hos been healed of his infectiouws shin
disease, the priest shall onder that two Live clean _ :

binds and Asome .cedarn wood, scarlet yarn and hyssop be baought fon the
one. to be cleansed. Then the priest shall order that one of the binds
be hilled cvern frnesh watern in a clay pot. He is then to tahe the .Live
bind and dip it, togethen with the cedarn wood, the ascarfet yarn and
the hyssop, into the blood o4 the birnd that was hilled over the fresh
watern. Seven Limest he shall spninkle the one to be cleansed of the
indectious disease and pronounce him clean. Then he is4 to0 zelease the
2ive bind in the open fields. "The penson io be cleansed must wash his
clothes, Ashave 044 all his hair and bathe with water; then he will be
ceremonially clean. Adten this he may come into the camp, but he must
stay outside his tent fon seven days. On the sevenih day he must shave
044 all his hairn; he musit shave his head, his bearnd, his eyebrows and
the nest o4 his hain, He must wash his clothes and bathe himself with
watern, and he wilf be clean. , . .

A) The Priest goes to the "Sinner'; without the camp~ Jesus came to
us without the Camp (Left Heaven, Included Gentiles). Soul Winning is

SEEKING the Lost.

B) The Svymbols of the Savior-

1. One Bird Killed over fresh water in a Clay. Pot- Christ came
to earth and took an "earthen Vessel”, He lived a sinless life (Pure
water) and was slain for our sins.

2. The Living Bird represents the RESURRECTED SAVIOR. This
resurrected Savior "healed" the sinner by. the application of Blood.

The Blood was also applied to. Cedar wood, Scarlet yarn, and Hyssop.
{Dedication, Faith, and Sacrifice) :

3. The Blood was sprinkled on the'Leper— Without .Shedding of
Blood is no remission L :

4, The Leper Washed and waited 7 days. Reprgsenting ]
Sanctification and Service. Not Cheap Easy Believism but Commitment

5. He brings His sacrifice to the Priest- The Burnt Offering ?or
Dedication, The Sin Offering for Conviction, and the Trespass Offering
for the fact that we have Dishonored God

6. The Blood is applied to areas of Service:
Right Ear- Listen to God
Right Thumb- Work Feor God
Right Toe- Walk for God

Would God find the leprosy of sin at work in your life? Admit your
need, accept Christ's payment of sin (Blood), and Commi@ to'serve G?d
today. Let God give you a NEW LIFE free from the contamination of Sin.
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Worship Service - . - 11:00am

ednesday Prayer Service 7:30pm
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b guess you could say "Pay Day”
came Sunday. A1l the work and
practice the Choir has done 1in
recent months came to a glorious
peak as they gave their Easter
Cantata Sunday. lt was SPECIAL.

in fact, the whole day was
special. Attendance was very good,
the men did another outstanding
job with Easter Breakfast, and the
Spirit of God waz evident in all
the services. Thank God for the
Great Grace people who work so
hard to _advance the cause of
Christ, :

Speaking of the Choir,
They will be interested u$
te know that David and
Glenda Cable have a new
91b Girl (A11isha
Michelle)., Everyone is
doing fine and David
hopes to be back on the
road with Singing
Schools soon. We pray
Blessings on his ministry.

Almoest everyone 1in the Church
continues tc be faithful in
"Reading the Bible Thru in 1992",
our readings have dinvoked
"interesting”
much better insight
works thru imperfesct
accomplisn His will.

inte how God
vassels to

God's |

‘ some -
discussions and a

Request for the Bibles has been
so great until | have just ordered
the 9th Dozen today (! thought 4
dozen would be enough when we
first started. Thank the Lord, !
was wrong!).

We have just completed re-
publishing "Nehemiah: Learning to
Work and Worship Together”. This
is an excellent Study book to use
if a Church needs Revival or is
contemplating a Building Program.
send for your free copies today.

| have several more books | need
to republish as soon as possible

and then | want to publish "Grace
Gieanings” {(The testimonies and
writing of some of our Grace

People- See back two pages for a

sample). As soon as that ‘is
completed, { want to publish
something on the order of "Miracle

Messages but with an Evangelistic,
instead of a Devotional, Theme.

Many people request copies of

"Miracle Messages” to give Friends
and Family. Others give them out
in Hospitals and Jails. We reach
thousands of people. | want to see
more of them saved.

Your pravers and support enab1e
us to do all these things- THANKS,
I'm grateful to be partners with
you in this vital work for Ged.
May God Bless You----Preacher Mike

ﬂi To KNOW and to SHOW CHRIST I

J
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GRACE FWB Church

Aprll 26 - June 6, 1992

-, SUNDAY." 1 . MONDAY::: ’fuesnAV -] WEDNESDAY 5] | SATURDAY.. -
Apr26 | Apr2?7 Apr 28 Apr 29 May 2
Rirthday
May 3 May4 |- May 5 May 6 May 7 Mey 8 May 9
Connie Mathis Marion Coker Mary Wilkes Lew Gowdy
Birthday Birthday Eirthday Birthday
. 1 Youth Mesd Desnns Lowder
Eirthday
May 10 | May1l | May12 | May13 | Mayl14 | May15 | May 16
Jeff Ard Birthday | 7:30pm Woman®s Janice Runion Armed Forces
9. ® ‘ : i
® 0 @ 2y
Mother’s Day i
May 17 | May 18 | May 19 | May20, | May21 | May22 | May 23
rartinge my
May 24 May 25 May 26 May 27 May 28 | May 29 May 30
Jason Lewis - Lew/Sylvia (A) Debbic Mack Jack/Devonric (A} | Don/Kathy (A) .
Birthday . Birthday '
Lila Tisdale
Birthday P
Honor Graduates
‘ Memorial Day
{Observed) ‘
May 31 June 1 June 2 June 3 June 4 June 5 June 6
Jimmy Langley '
Birthday
Getting People to KNOW and SHOW CHRIST

4/22/19%"



- get to town or nﬁE.oa or almost
" anywhere else,I'm going. I gan't

"I JUST CAN'T DO THAT"

Janice Runion

Every time H._nmﬂw my woﬁm.H _
“have to drive by the high school to

‘_ummmnﬁ moro& §905 m Hoﬂ o
" memories of 1 Bw mo_._bcm &Ga

the most part nﬁm are wonderful
memories but if T could go back I'd
sure do a few things different. Also
things have changed so now that .. -
I'm not at all sure I could handle :
When I was in school, in our ,.
homeroom we E& devotion. every™™
momning. It was such a blessing.

which ever book the teacher had. Then we would all say the Lord's
Prayer together. I loved it, at least I loved it until it was my turn!

I tried so hard to take nty turn but every time, I'd start crying
~ when I tried to read it, I was so nervous and so scared. For awhile
I'd pretend 1 was sick so I could stay home from school, I'd ﬁg:%
have myself worked into such a state that I was sick.

I finally fold Mama what was going on and she loved me so
good she would let me stay home from school on the day it was to
be my turn. She understood so well becanse she had the same
problem. All through school she had a very hard time getting up in
front of people too. She graduated next to the highest in her class
and had to write a speech and give it at graduation. She worked
long and hard on it, not just hours but weeks, writing and then
memorizing it mwo knew it by heart but on the night she got up to

. give the menonr she was. so scared and so nervous she looked at the

floor and gave the speech. Needless to say everyone thought she

- had read it. So.you see she did understand!

Now I have to be very carcful because I am not being
critical of Mama, I loved her too much for that. But oh how I wish
she had not understood so good. How many times now do I wish

- -shehad knocked me over the head and told me I could do it! Then
o _maybe by now I could do itl.I've got a part Sunday morning at

church and I know I've said the first part of Romans 8:28 a million

Going down the rows, which were in alphabetical order, in.a E& w.,.“. times : T can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 1 am

our turn reading from the litle "Daily Bread”, Open Windows" or:-+!

also praying not to have a full fledged heart attack. This is a sincere

- - plea to parents everywhere, I implore you, don't understand, make

your children take a part as early as possible. Itll do something to
your heart, sceing those little angels doing their pant for Christ. :
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"GOD HEARD ME"

Janice Runion

It was during revival at our
church, a litfle gifl came down and
sat on the row in front of us. That
was fine, I'd never seen her before,
she must have been visiting. She was
around mnine or ten years old. Well,
shie didn't sit in front of us to listen to
the preacher, she kept her head turned
around staring at my child (who is
confined to a wheelchair and subject
to seizurcs) and she just kept right on i
staring! The longer she stared the more nervous my child _unnuBo
‘When the preacher started the opening prayer, she was still staring,
so while the preacher was praying, I prayed too. I said, "Lord, I'm
glad that little girl is here and Lord, I don't want her to leave, but
Lord, I sure wish you would make her sit somewhere clse.” As I
opencd my eyes when the preacher said Amen, the litile girl stood
up and went to sit somewhere else. It took everything in me not to
www.: " Well, Glory " but of course I didn't, I just &_85 B»:wna
| God works out so many details for us when we ask H&B to.

He hears prayers, no matter how small or how large. This was so
important to me, I couldn't lean over and tell the little girl to turn

around and stop staring but God could, and God did. Jsn't He
Wonderful! 11111

_can't be late, (one thing I can't handle is going
‘in »aﬁuoua _wﬁw I had to SB@ the roast in’
foil so it would stay warm and not &% out. 1

"WEE SMALL VOICE"

Janice Runion

* Sunday mornings can get rather hectic
around here. Trying to get the different ones
straight and frying to have lunch at least two-
thirds ready for us when we retum from
church. I onfy had a few minutes left, and T

turned the oven off and wrapped up thie Toast, -

‘then realized T'd let all the heat ouf of the’

oven. I then tuned the oven " wide open " to- mQ as much heat in
there as quickly as possible.. It was time to leave... T had to hurry!
I saw my skirt was full of static-electricity so I had to spray
Eﬁ with static guard. I mmﬂrﬂ.& up our Bibles and Sunday School
books ard we were mEEw on tlie Way 1o the car. The wind was

‘blowing so hard and it was so-cold. Our hair turned completely

upside down, I was fussing about that and my child was fussing,

just to be fussing.

" We were down the 8»& about two houses down, a dozen

) E:_mm were goinig around in my head when it happened, it was
‘almost audible, "GO TURN YOUR OVEN OFF!" A wéakness I

can't describe came over me, there really isn't any way to describe

il put on brakes and tumed around; I didi't remember, but God
. &a_ “The ovent ssm. up to 450 %m&%. p:m :msm_ all the oo__m :Hﬁ

and 529. were red.

'T stood in my kitchen and Eﬂ_w& Him because He kept my
house from burning down that Sunday. I felt so dearly cared for, it's
a wonderful feeling and I am so truly thankful he does take care of
us. I ara so grateful to be HIS child.
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i i GRACE F W
A DT B CHURCH
@ ?ﬁ,"oi" A Little Church with a BIG Vigion

4F{(J—/J‘4Rﬁ First Woréﬁip Service . 9;:00am

Bible Study Hour . . 10:00am
¥ Worship Service . - 11:00am
"_ednesday Prayer Service 7:30pm

Pastor Mike Jones =-—— 394—3725

Vel X Num 7 May 5, 92

"If we bite and devour
one another; take heed
that you be not consumed
one of amother". Last
Wweek we saw the horrible
results of the moral
cancer that has esten at
the heart of America for
years., Burnlng,_lootlng,
and kl; ling areISmely
signs of a Sle soclety
that has lost it's
bearlng and now feeds on
it's own flesh. :

The orly hope America
has is Real Rewvival. ok
That will only come when
God's Pecople repent of
sins and seek the face I
of God. This Thursday we |
have a chance to make a
begiuning.

All Christians are
asked to join us for
this very Special Tlme
of Prayer for our
Country. ‘

Thanks to the diligent
work of Rev Larry
McAlister, all Churches
in the community have
been invited to
participate in this
special Prayer Service.

Join with us at the
monument in front of
City Hall and help us ‘
show the world that we believe that God is America's only hope (If you
cannot attend, please make an effort to send this time in Prayer).

Prayer Works, Let's Pray . . . + + + 4 + + &+ « .+« « . Preacher Mike
Grace FWB Church Nonprofit Organization
P O Box 1003 ' _ U S POSTAGE PAID

Lake City, SC 29560 Permit #8



We also want to invite you to attend t i
MOTHER'S DAY SERVICES this Sunday. We be;?nsgzc;?éoam
(Sharp) y1th a_Video presentation of the Ministry of
Jesus. Filmed entirely in Israel, this video will enable
you t? ses the Physical, as well as Spiritual, impact of
Jesus' Earthly Ministry.

Then at 10:00am we will have Hardee Biscuits for
everyone {This will give the ladies the day off from
having to prepare refreshments).

Then during the Adult Sunda chool Class we look for a VERY
INTERESTING LESSON as the men of the Church tell the ladies "5 _Things
We Should Expect from a Wife/Mother”™ (! will be available for Marriage
GCounselling all next week!!).

The 11:00am Service will allow us to honor all mothers present as
well as determine what would make "The Best Mother's Day Present”.

Join us this week and allow God to do something special in your life
as we honeor a very Special Person.

We congratulate Mrs Billie Ard on the birth of her latest
Grandson, Cameron Reed. Mother and Child are doing fine.
aGrandmother is all excited! (Mrs Billie is part of our Puppet
team that Blesses our heart every other Sunday during the 9am
Service [Mrs Althea’'s Object Lesson alternates Sundays with
them]. She is faithful to the Church and to the Lord; and t thank
God for her continued work for the Lord and for the Outreach
Ministry- She is one of my best book distributers).

@ NHOHMIN

| personally thought Volume Three was by far the worst
of all the "Miracle Message” Volumes but, in spite of
that, God has greatly used these little volumes to
minister to many hearts. Almost every where | go inh town
people ask about obtaining copies. Phone calls and letters
from other towns and states continue to reguest "Miracle Message" or
Bible Study Books. It is overwhelming to see how God is using these
unworthy efforts to speak to so many hearts about their relationship
with Christ.

Even more thrilling to me is to see how God reaches across
denominational and racial lines to minister to multitudes of people
who will probably never come to our Church {(A1though many people |
meet say they plan to visit our Cchurch so they can see the fine Grace
People | brag about. Qur Welcome mat is always out).

Of course, there are some Problems that come with all these Pluses.
Time is a very precious commodity if 1 am to accomplish the work of
each week now. That doesn’t allow a lot of time for me to sit and
drink coffee with the members; which is really needful sometimes
(Remember Jones 16:4 "Everycne needs a little petting every now and

then"). : ,

Where we used to struggle to publish Hundreds of books, 1 now must
think in terms of publishing Thousands at a time. Where i used to be
satisfied with simply publishing my meager efforts; | must now work

with the realization that people use our publications for.persona1
devotions, prayer meetings, Bible studies, and evangelistic outreach.

No wonder my grey hairs are abandoning ship!

The Task is big; but God is bigger. Continue to pray that God would
help build our Church here as we try to build HIS Cchurch in the world.
"1t's vet to be seen what God can do with a person completely

dedicated to Him". Let's see!

HOPE TO SEE YOU SUNDAY



RESURRECTION REALITIES

John 20:2-17 (Page 1478-1479)

There are a lot oﬁ things we don't understand about:
1. Death and Dying- Why some, not others; Suffering/Pain, Time, etc

2, The Resurrection- Times (Pre, mid, Post), events (Why couldn't
Mary touch Jesus when the other ladies were allowed to?), etec.

There are some realities that come into play about the Resurrection,
however, that we need to keep in mind:

I. FAITH IN THE RESURRECTION IS VITAL TO CHRISTIANITY- I Cor 15:12-21
(Page 1546-47). Like the Disciples, we see and believe; even when we
do not understand (John 20:10)} everything.

A, This faith will effect the way we live- I§ afier the mannern of
men I have fought wiith beasts at Ephesws, what advantageth L1t me, L4
the dead ndise not? Let ws eat and drink; 4or to morrow we die. Be not
decedved: evil communications corwupt good mannerns {1 Cor 15:32-33).

RBeloved, new are we ithe sons of God, and it doth noi yet appearn what
we. shatl be: but we hnow that, when he shall appear, we shall be Lihke
him; forn we shall see him ab he Ls. And eveny man that hath this hope
in him purnifieth himseld, even as he i4 purne. (1 Jobn 3:2-3)

If you know there is a JUDGEMENT TO COME then you will live
accordingly (Notice how women clean their homes when company is
expected) .. .

B. This faith will effect the way we view death- So when this
cortuptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall haUa
put on immoniality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that 44
written, Death is swallowed wp in vietory. O death, wherne is ;hy
4ting? O grnave, where i thy victory? The sting of death L4 sin; and
*he Atnengith of sin L4 the Law. But thanks be to God, which giveth ws
the victorny through owr Lond Jesus Chraist (1 Cor 15:54-57).

Death for Christians is simply separation. We miss them but we look
forward to seeing them again.

I1T1. FAITH IN THE RESURRECTION EFFECTS OUR FAITH IN GOD: It changed the
Disciples from scared fishermen into world shaking preachers,

A. The Resurrection shows God's Power- Forasmuch then a thg
childrnen are parntahers of 4Lesh and blLood, he also himseld Likewite
took parnt of the same; that through death he might destroy him that
had the powen of death, that is, the devil; And deliven them who
through fear o4 death were all ithein Lifetime subject to bondage (Heb
2:14-15). God is the Master of every Problem- Frederick Nolan was 2
believer in North Africa. During a time of Persecution He was fleeing
from torture and death. Pursued over hill and valley, he fgll .
exhausted into a wayside cave. He knew his enemies would find him scon
but he was too exhausted to continue. o

As he awaited his death, he saw a spider weaving a web. Within
minutes, the ¢reature had woven a beautiful web across the mouth of
the cave. The Pursuers arrived and started to examine the cave. When
they saw the spider web across the entrance they assumed no one could
be inside and continued their hunt. ' .

Having been spared, Nolan exclaimed, "Where God is, a spider s"web
is like a wall, Where God is not, a wall is like a spider's wep!

There is NO ENEMY GOD CAN'T CONQUER!! Come to the ROCK and find
Shelter from life's storms.




B. The Resurrection show God XKEEPS HIS PROMISES! The entire
Bible is about the first and second coming of Christ. First to die for
our sins and second to establish His Kingdom on earth. The First
coming has no meaning without the resurrection. The Second Coming is
not possible without the Resurrection!

When we see God keep His Promises through out the Bible then it
encourages us to trust Him in our daily Living. Sometimes we become
like the disciples at the Cross; discouraged because we forget God's
promise of Resurrection. ' ' :

Gary Dliver tells about a time
he went swimming at the beach
with some cf his friends. He
didn't realize the weather was
changing and suddenly a rip tide
formed and sucked him under the
water. The tide carried him under
the water until he was completely
out of breath. Finally, he was
able to fight his way to the
surface but he was completely
exhausted. Trying despetrately to
stay afloat, he suddenly saw a
life preserver land beside him.
He grabbed the preserver and a lifeguard towed him to safety on the
beach, . : .

The Lifeguard told him that he had seen the change in the weather
and knew the rip tide was coming. When Gary was sucked up the wate;
the life guard was already on his way to help him. _ :

In the same way, God looks ahead and sees the dangers we are about
to face and makes preparation before we even know there is a danger.

God's Care is Everlasting. What a rock to Cling to in the storms of

life.

1 was reading an article recently about a scene from the movie "Mary
Poppins”. In the scene, the children beg Mary Poppins to neveE-leave
them. Then they say, "Will you stay if we PROMISE to be GOOD?". Mary
Poppins replies, "That's a pie-crust promise, easily made, easily
broken." '

Qod's promises to us weren't easily made, and thgy have never been
broken. The empty tomb is God's assurance that ‘-He "is cgnqueror of
Death, Hell, and the Grave. That's a Promise you can live, and die,
with. ‘

Do you know the REALITY of the Resurrection?? Are you a_Borg Again
Believer? Has your life, and death, been effected by Trusting 1In the
. peath, Burial, and Resurrection of Christ??



LIVING WITH LIES

That day David 4Led from Saul and went to Achish hing of Gath. But the
senvants o4 Achish said to him, "Isn't this David, the king od the
Land? I4n'i he the one they +sing about in theirn dances: "'Sauwl has
slain his thousands, and David his tens of thowsands'?" DPavid took
these wonds Lo hearnt and was very much afraid of Achish hing of Gath.
So he pretended Lo be insane in thein paesence; and while he was An
thedin hands he acted Likhe a madman, making marks on the doors of the
gate and Letting salivae nun down his bearnd. Achish said to his
senvants, "Look at the man! He A4 insane! Why bring him to me? Am I 4o
shont of madmen that you have 1o braing this §ellow here 1o carnry on
Like this in 4nront o4 me? Mwst this man come into my house?” (1 Sam
21:10-15) (Page 415-416)

We have just past "April Fool's Day", when it is acceptable to tell
"Little white lies™. I thought it would be beneficial to see what the
Bible really says about lies.

I want us to see HOW WRONG LIES ARE, HOW DEADLY LIES ARE, and then I
want to point you to the Way, THE TRUTH, and the Life- Jesus!

Not only is Christ the Truth (Jn 14:6), He is God and it is
impossible for God to lie (Heb 6:18)- And afsc the Strength of Israel
Wikl not Lie norn nepenti: fon he 4is hot a man, that he should nepent.

(1 Sam 15:29) '

God's Commands to Hig people ahout Lying are very clear—‘Exo 20:16~
Thow shall not bear {alire witness. Eph 4:25-Whenefore putiding away
Lying, Apeak eveny man truth with his neighbor: for we are membens one
of ancther. Col 3:9-Lie not one 1o anocthern, 4eeing that you have put
o044 the old man with his deeds. Lev 19:11-Ye shall noi steal, neithen
deatl 4alrely, neithen Lie one to ancither;. Ps 101:7-He thqt wonketh
deceit shall not dwell within my house; he that telleth Lies shall no%
tarny in my Alght. Prov 19:5-A false witness shall noi bhe unpunished ;
and he that speaketh Lies shall not escape.. Rev 21:8-Rut the fearnful,
and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderners, and who&emongané,
and Sorncerentd, and idolatens, gnd all fians, shall have thelr pari in
the Lahe which burneth with {ire and brimistone: which is the secand
death.

It's Important HOW a lie is told: . _

Tell somecne the same lie 100 times and they will begin to helieve
it. . L] "l
Tell that lie on the news 10 times and people will begin to believe
it. _ .
Tell that lie as a rumor 1 time and it will be helieved instantly!

I1t's Important ABOUT WHOM a lie is told: Deldiver my Aol , O LORD,
frnom Lying Lips, and from o deceitful tongue (Psa 120:2).

\



That seems pretty clear and straight forward; but what are we going
t9 d? with the examples in the Bible of men of God who "Lived with
L;es‘— Abraham lied about his wife (a "White"™ lie, She was a half
s§ster) and that led his son Isaac to tell a “Black"™ lie-about his
wife being his sister?! What would cause people to Lie? = .- ‘

I. THE CAUSE OF LYING
A) Fear C ‘ ‘

PHYSICAL FEAR- (Little.Boys lie about stealing Cookies because they
fear consequences). Abraham lied about Wife being sister from fear.
David lied to Priest and King from fear. Peter lied at camp fire.

PRIDEFUL FEAR~ (Fishermen). Never ask a lady how old she is or how
much she weighs. Everyone thinks Bigger and Better is best so we
"exaggerate” in order to be bigger and better. Churches lie about
attendance, :

" B) Falsehood- To Mislead People : e o
: 1. You like the Thrill of mis-leading ‘people. It's easy for these
people to become "Addicted" to Lying. You find yourself unwilling to
tell the truth even if it doesn't: hurt you,
2. You want to be like the world but you don't want people to know
what you're really doing- called Hypocrite.

II. THE CONSEQUENCES OF LYING :
A) Defilement- 0il on Clothes gets dirt on everything it touches.
Lying does the same thing. It strains your reputation and reliability.
B) Dishonesty - Live the life of a Hypocrite. Never -at peace with
yourself or around others. Unable to have a good relationship with
your family, your friends, or God,

Jesus said their graves were full of dead men's bones- pretty
outside but stinking to high heaven inside. :

Cc) Defeat - Be sure .your sins will find you out (David didn't know
people would read about his actions). Magic Johnson found there is

pain as well as Pleasure.

Satan's lie iz that:
1. You can make it without God and the Church

THE TRUTH: You can't make it without CHRIST .to save you!!
2. You wen't enjoy being saved

THE TRUTH: You receive an Abundant life knowing that if you die you
go to Heaven and if you live God will care foxr you!!l:
3. There's too many Hypocrites in the Church L )

THE TRUTH: Better to worship with them in the Church that be
tormented with them in Hell!! o
4, Maybe Tomorrow would be a better day

THE TRUTH: Today is the day of Salvation; Tomorrow may be too
late!!

The Devil is a liar and the father of lies. His lie to you today is
that you can find what you are looking for in the world. What hg )
doesn't tell you is the results of your riotous living- Famine in this
life and Fire in the next. Come to Christ TODAY.
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The Teacher Training Course at

0ak Grove FWEB Church went very
well.,
tine group of people and they
treated me almost like I have some
sense {(In Spite of the way I act)!
We were also glad to have many
of the folks from the Socastee FWB
Church visit in these services.
Rev Billy Poe Jones is the Pastor.
Many many books were given away
and a large number of new
‘addresses to our Newsletter were
added. This gives us a whole new
area to minister in and I hope we
can reach multitudes for Christ.
It alsce almost depleted our
supply of several books, That
means I may have to re-publish
several books Dbefore I begin
anything new. Hopefully, we can
accomplish this during June.
that God would give direction.

We are also thankful for the
people of Grace who are willing to
sexrve as Teachers and Officers,
The new list is inecluded later in
this newsletter.

These people work hard to teach
their class how to KNOW Christ as
Savior and then SHOW Christ in
their Christian Life. 1 commend
them for their effort and
dedication. ‘

Brother Roger Johnson has a

Pray

As most of you know, we lost the
Radio Broadcast of our 11AM

Service March lst when the station

we had broadcast on for years went
off the air. Like everything else
we do, we have been looking for a
way to turn this Obstacle into. an
Opportunity.

Now God has graciously opened
the door for us to broadgast our
service over an_FM Station- WHEN
"Fun 100" 100.1 (Something we have
prayved for for years).

The only "problem" was the cost.
The station is giving us a very
good rate but we are. looking at
several new ministries in the
Church and I did not feel it
appropllate to endanger them by
requesting money for this.

God has always met the needs of
any Outreach Ministry we undex
take so I knew He would for this
also. I asked for, and within
three days received, Faith Promise
Offering from members of the
Church %to completely cover the
cost of this Ministry (GLORY!).

We are set to begin Broadegasting
on Sunday, June 14 at llam. You
can help by telling Sick and Shut-
in people to tune in. You can also
pray for the people who have bheen
willing to trust Ged to supply the
(Continued on Back)
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for this ministry each month., This ¢an be a life changing time for
22 they see Sod mir*“u=ou51y provide the money they have pledged

pach monﬁh. Which is pars of sur Zoxl- To huild People while we seek to

may be informative for the new pecple whe are receiving
now that the OQutreach Ministry operates on a complete
fvom the Church. ALL of the bhooks, tapes. and matariaar
for from the Cutreach Ministry. All of the equipm:w
ese ministries are paid for by the Cutreach Ministr
strv promotes the Church while it's telling the wor
Lut it doesn't cost the Church anvthing. In fact, well ov
income faor the Ministry comes from people outside tli

these contributors 1 have never met or have met for only =
Yet, God aTea“Q Sen_ in xactiy the zight anoz1_ st sxactly
me and the work cortlnu to progress and expan Praize Cod

f vyou plan to vacation in owr area this zummer we'
) rou vislt our serviges., You'll find £ri
folks and somez very good singing; and, thanks to Br '
anﬂ Jennifer Lowder. zome vVeryy proLty flowvers at tasz
Chureh donr and around the Church sign,
uome sas us., .. L . Frescher iiks Pa 16:311
++&+r+¢++4¢+~-++
QFFICERS AND TRACHER for 1952-1983%:

I
L

e e e e e e e e .. ... ... Ralph McoAll
e e e .. . . . Howard
- v o« v« . . Micghelle MeAllizter/Thevesa L
- e+ 4+« .« v . . Rev Mike Jones/Damon R
: - v« . v« v + 4w v . . Connie Mathis/Brenda L
INTERMED : 3 e e v L. Byivia Gowdy/Hope Frys/Fathy
"KTC?ﬁf{; 1 e s 4+« v w4 4 . . Bnns HMcoRunightsDeot gul
{5-8} e e e e e e e - ... Paula JomesfSusan B
5 {(3-1 . . AN . Althea LokGL/Jennnﬂ
f0-23% . .. . . Billie Avd/Miviam McR1lli
REFRESHMENT LIST
W& 7 . . . . e i .« ..« Paula JTonss & 3lends Jonzs
£ < Brenda Lowder & Debra Posten
ne 24 s e v e e e e s e . e W . ... . PATHER'S DAY
me 220 0, . . . . . . . . . . . Jeanie Tayvlor & Connie Mathis
v & . e v+ e+ e e .. Fackie Lowder & DeBRe Miles
v 22 0 . o . . . . . . . . Miviam McAllister & Robin Matthews
Ly }9 s r e s v e e e e .. . Dot sullivan & Eulalla Jordan
K3 i- « + + s+« + -« +« . . . . Devonne Hanna & Leila Thrasher
Ao o - e e e s . Erxlvia Gowdy & Brenda Sullivan
fr. S IR Hcpe Frye & Ruth Langley
2é s s+ s v . . . Mariorie MePllister & Thervesa Lowder
23 « + s+« + +« + .« . ., . Althes Coker & Mavy Wilkes
L cQ . e « + .« . . Faula Joness & Betity Louw Thompson
ert 73 e v - - 0w e e .. Janice Runion & Rillie A
ant 13 v v s e w4 L. e .. .. . v . . . . HoMECOMING
ﬂe?f 32 . o e e + + . . Busan Spring & Tereais Coleman
:??u _; e - - .« . ... Jemene Prown & Michelle Mcall4“*~r
;;; 11 c e e e e e e Kathy ng}s & Jemnie Tayl
“...\t. 1_0 e e e e e J-}\nr;ra MoKnight & Brenda Lomr“mr
ot ;; c e Dghib$%L :an & Patricia McKEnight
?‘I;.k-r o e _'_.m.a..ia 30’.67'?11'31& ‘(f"_,nnie Mathis
Hav o Lo . e e . 8rlvia Goudy & Debra Postaon
i:x ?". . .. . Paula Jonas & Lila Tigdele
Mov ML, . . . . Hope Frye & Glenda Jonos



our YOUTH COMMITTEE- Kathy Lewis, Sylvia Gowdy, Jeanie Taylor, Hope
" BPrye and Roxanna Young- are doing an : i :
OQUTSTANDING JOB. The Committee has o | A
shown much wisdom in their decisions

and firm convictions in their
‘standards and I'm behind them 100%.
. I Appreciate their effort and look 'r[—-

. forward ‘to this -VITAL MINISTRY : YOUTH
growing and prospering in the days g ' o]
to come. Our Young People need ' FELLOWSHEQJ
Training and Christian Activities

and I expect the entire Church to lend a hand whenever and wherever
they re needed.

Our First Major Act1v1ty will bhe Frida June 17 here at the Church.
211 of the details aren't '"nailed down" yet but it will be a night to
remember for Adults as well as our Young People.

Future activities will include the Young People inviting the rest of
the Church to go with them on a camping/canoce trip and other special
activities for the Youth. We also plan to schedule some Youth Speakers
during our "Sunday Night Service"™ at 9%am.

BEvery activity will be geared to promote Chrlstlan Fellowshlp and, as
much as possible, each will dinclude Bible Study and <christian
Development time. '

THANKS Youth Committee, for your commitment and time. You're doing a
great service for the Church and for the Lord. '

B . s e ]

CHRISTIAN QUIZ

1. When did you become a Christian?

2. Was there a time of "backsliding™ in your-life in which you did not
attend Church, pray regularly, or have a close relationship with
God? . If s0, Why do you think that happeped?

s

3. What do you think is the biggest change in your life as a result of
heing a Christian?

4. WhHat areas in your Christian life do you consider the least
effective {Where do you think you fail God the most)???

. What do ¥OU like the most about being a Christian??

{8z}

the least??

L)

7. What do you consider your part in the body of Christ??

8. What gift has God given you?

2, What is your favorite hook in the Rible?

10. What area of normal living gives you the most trouble as a
Christian (What is your biggest temptation)?




We are in the process of Cataloging oury Audio Cassettes g0 we will
he ahle to supply them Lo people who reguest them. This is a
preliminary page of some of the early tapes. They are available to
anpvone desiring them zimply by reguesting them.

Please make vour reguest by Title and Date so Brother Russel will
“now where to look in our files for thes Master. (These ave QLD tapes,
recorded under & vast variety of vircumstances so we can't guarantee
the guality will be as good as thess we presently distribute)

TITLE SRPEBARER TEXT DATE
"Mad Man Meets the Master Rev Mike Jones Mark 5 6-23-74
"o you Know Jesus?" Rev Bobby Parker REVIVAL 9-22-76
"Are You Fit for Heaven" Rev Bobby Pavker REVIVAL 0-22-76
"Pressing Into the Kingdom” Rev Mike Jones 10-10~7¢
"When Gnd Burns Fields" Rev Mike Jones 17 Sam 10-231-76
"Ambassador for King” Rev Mike Jones II Cor 5:20 11-7-7%
"Satan's Wars and Wiles™ Rev Mike Jones Josh 9: 11-7-7%
"Damage Wrought by Sin" Rav Miks Jones .Is 53:5 11-14-74
"Miracle Middle Age Demands™ Rev Mike Jones Bota 31 11-14-76
"Ohtaining CGlory of God"® Rev Mikes Jones 11 Thesg 2: 11l-21-7¢
"Thy God, My CDG” Rev Mike Jones Ruth 1: 11-21-7%
"Srmall Things™ Rev Mike Jones Jn, 12:1-8  11-28-76
"Wine and Branch Rev Miks Jones Jin., 1B:1-8 Ll1-28-7¢6
“"Parson of The Holy Spirit" Rev Mike Jones STUDY COURSE 12-01-7%
"Ministries of Holy Spirit” Rev Milke Jones 5TUDY COURSE 12-08-7%
"Who's Qoing To Heaven?® Rev Mike Jonexm Rav. 21:7 12-05-76
"Problems Holy Spirit Solves® Rev Mike Jones 12-05-7¢6
"The Greatest GiELT Rev Mike Jones Jn. 3:16 12-12-76
“3al, &5 Rev Miks Jones 12-12-76
“Figures of Holv Chost: Rav Mike Jones 12-1%-78
"Mary Had A Little Lamh" Rav Mike Jones 12-19-76G
"Ba Filled With The Spirit®™ Rav Mike Jones - 12-29-78
"The Spirit and You® Rev Mike Jones 1-02-77
"Prepared Wayg™ Rev Mike Jones IT Chreon., 27: 1-09-77
"Body and Spirit" Rev Mike Jones I Cor. &: 1-09-77
"RﬁQEmPLlOn" Rev Mike Jones 1~16-77
”°atan" Rev Mike Jones . 1-16-77
"Satan’z Devicas" Rev Mike IJones {40 wmin.) 1-19-77
”T‘;t For Restless™ Rev Mike Jones Matt 11:25 1977
aneflnq Lot™ Rev Mike Jones 1-23-77
"sSatan & Your Mind" Rev Mike Jones m2d-=77
"Demon Pogsession™ Rev Mike Jones 2-16~-717
"How 8hall I Give Them Un7?Y Rev Mike Jones 1977
"Sins Power & Pardon” Rev Mike Jones 1977
::?en SiE Is Fatal" Rev Mike Jones Jameg 2:10 2-06-77
The Perfemt Man® Rev Mike Jones Ps. 37:37 2-06-77
"Ihatts Ia A Name® Rav Mike Jones Prov. 18:10 2-13-77
"?ev1v31 Regquirements Rev Mike Jones I S8am. 7:3 2-13-77
Mer zless™ ' Rev M%ke Jones Matt. 26:39 2-20-77
VDE%P? red of Life™ Ray Mike Jones II Cor, X:8 2-20-77
304 and Company Rev Mike Jaones Mk 1&: 4-10~77
MThat 99 Do About Doubt® Rev Mike Jones Hab. 5-29-77
"gin & Sickness" Rev Mike Jones Ps. 107:17 6~-12~-77
"Reasons To Follow Chriase® Reay Mile Jones I Car. g=21-77
"Humzn Depravity Rev, Henry Van Klugve 8-21-77
"Back o Leth@i“ Rav Mike Jones Gen 12:-13: 8-22-77

Ty T

A Man God Can Uase" Rev Billy Bevan Bz, 22:30 B-23-77
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22) And Adam gave hames to all cmtt&e;

MOM' S GREATEST GIFT

Prov 31:10-31, Ps 127 (P660 661)

I have learned of many unusual or well remembered gifts for Mother s
recently. My dad gave my mom a La-z-boy recllner HE wanted for her
Mother's day present. Probably the one present I have given her that
she kept for a long time as a pot holder I made while I was conflned
to the hospital in, my youth.

Other Moms have- told me about Concrete Rabblts, Hand Made Hearts, A
wheel barrow with hoe, rack, and pitch fork, an aquarium, a bird bath
with an angel, a mixer. 1nstead of the watch she really wanted, and,
get ready. for this one, Lew Gowdy! (His birthday was Friday).

As you can see, Mother's get a large assortment of gifts. Most of
the time, the Mother learns to look at the love behind the gift
instead of the actual gift. What could be the greatest Gift you could
give a Mother, however?? Diamonds, Vacations, flowers....

Let's look at some things about Motherg, I, think that will help us
determine the greatest Gift she could ever get.

THE PURPOSE OF MOTHERS:
I. COMPANIONSHIP FOR MAN- {Gen 2:20-

and to the fowl o4 the air, and to
everny beast of ithe {ield;. but fon Adam
therne was not §ound an help meet 4on
him. And the LORD God caused a deep
Aleep Lo fall wpon Adam, . and he SLepi: .
and he took one of his nibs, and

closed up the fLesh Anstead thereod;
And the nib, which the LORD God had
taken fnom man, mode he o woman, and
browght hen unto ithe man. God provided
2 woman for man and established the boundarles of that relatlonshlp to
be marriage.

For Purity: This makes homosexual “relationshlp ' Adulterous affairs,
and pre-marital sex wrong.

For Partnership: Companlonshlp in marriage is more that living in the
same house and sleeping in the same bed. It involves sharing your life
with one another- communicating, Caring, Considerate.

I7. CONCEPTION OF CHILDREN- (Gen 1:28) And God blLessed them, and God
sald uato them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replendish the earth,
and suwbdue it: and have dominion overn the §ish of the 2ea, and cven
the 4owl of the ain, and overn everny £Living thing that moveth upoen the
earth., God's Plan to repopulate the earth involves Parents having
Children. In this FBMILY UNIT (The disaster of today is Unwed Mothers,
Divorce, and live in lovers {Hollywood is indeed another name for
Hell!}) God established ways of promoting Authority and Education.
Children are placed in a home so the world can develop it's potential
as people develop their potential.. Gur job is to rebuild the earth as
we build people. It seems today that we are destroying botht!



I0I. COOPERATION IR GOL'S PLAN- Ps 127:3-3 Lo, chilldren ane ai
henitage of the LORD: and Lhe falit of the womb L his neward. Ab
arnows arne ALn dhe harnd of « mighty men; 4o are children of the youwih.
Happy i+ the man fhail hath his guiven Lwil of them: they shafl not be
ashamed, but thei shall speah with the enemies .Ln the gate.

Mothers do not exizt, however, sclely Lo satisfy maternal instincts
and to have children they can nurse and fondle. Their real purpcse is
bringing into the world eterna! souls (Male and Female) which are to
live on in eternity. Such a Privilegs, Such a Responsibility!

That bundle of oy in their arms is a gift from God to be taught the
ways of God and directed tc the acceptance of Cod's Salvation. When
Moms (and Dads) stand before God and answer to God for their Children,
they will want above everything for that Child to be 3aved and
follieowing God's Plan for his or her 1ife.

With 4oy we bring tham, Leord
Devoting them to Thee,
Imploring, that, as we are Thine,
Thine may our offspring be. .
That's why I can say that the greatest present you can give your mom:®
is the Acceptance of Jesus Christ as vour Saviocr and the Dedication of
your life to serving the Lord. In all of years of Pasturing, I have
never seen a single Mom or Dad whoe was sorry their Child was saved and
serving the Lord. I have, however, met multitudes of parents who were
extremely sorry their Children were living in 8in, controlled by the
devil, and bound for Hell.
WHAT CAN BE DONE to give Mothery This Greatsst GILEL??
1. The Parent's Example:
Baved Yourself
Faithful to the Church and to Family Devotlons
Consistently Trusting God and letting vour Family know that
The Children Exhortation:
Hlas God been dealing with veu iately™?
Dowrn in vour heart, would you love to be right with God?7?
Ta Give this Gift, you wast first accept it Ifrom aod. Will Yeu?

r

THE WATCHER- MOTHER
Margaret Widdsmer
She alwavs leaned to watch for us,
Anxious if we were late,
In Wintey by the window,
In summer by the gate,
ind though we mocksd her tenderly,
Who had such fooliish caxe,
The long way home would seem wmore safe
Pecause she waited there.

Har thoughts were 211 so full of us-
8he never could forget!
and so I think that where she is
the must be watching yvet.
Waiting till we come home to her,
Anxious if we are late-
Wateching from heaven’'s window,
Leaning from heaven's gate.



FADE NOT

Praise be to the God and Fathen of our Laord Jeasws Christ! In his great
mency he has given ws new binth into a Living hope through the
nesunnection of Jesuws Christ from the dead, and into an then¢ianca
that can nevexn perdish, spoil on fade--hept in heauan forn you, who
through faith are shiectded by God's power until the coming of the
salvation that 44 rneady to be revealed in the Last time (1 Pet 1:3-5)

Last week we rejoiced in the Resurrection as a symbol of God's Big
"Paid in Full" for our sins. Peter tells us in today's scripture that
beyond the Resurrection is the Reward of Inheritance. This inheritance
is guarded by the power of God and Peter says it will never perish,
spoil, or fade away- Glory! (Not a Mirage but a Living Hope)

NOTE~ We must distinguish between the Reward of Inheritance and the
Rewards that we will receive for specific accomplishments. The first
is ALL of GRACE and is ours as a result of Salvation.

The Rewards for accomplishments, on the other hand, are the results
of the kind of life we live. They will probably be given out at the
Judgment Seat of Christ- Rom 14:10-12 Fox we 4hatl all stand bHedore
the Judgment seat of Christ. Forn Lt L4 writien, as I Live, saith the
Lond, every hnee shafl bow to me, and ecverny tongue shatl condess 2o
God. So then every one of us shall give account of himselsd o God.

These Rewards for Accompllshments are generally c¢alled CROWNS. There
are 5 crowns the Believer may receive:

1. The Incorruptible Crown (Deals with Dedication) I Cor 9:25 Eveny
man that stnlveth fon ithe masterny is itemperate in all things, They do
it 2o obtain a cornnupitible crown; but we an incorrupiible.

2. The Crown of Righteousness- (Having to do with our Love and Purity-
See 1 Jn 3:2- .3} II Tim 4:8 Hencedonth there 14 Laid up §or me a crown
o n¢ghtzou4neé4, which the Lord, the nighteouwd judge, shatl give me
at thet day; and not to me only, but unto all them alic that Love his
appeaning .

3. The Crown of Life (Havmng to do with our Steadfastness). James 1:12
Reesded i4 the man that endunreth tempiation; {4or when he L4 tried, he
shall necelve the cnown o4 2&6@, which the Lond has pmom&éad to them
that Love him.

4, The Crown of. Glory {For falthful Pastcrs) 1 Pet 5:2-4 Feed the
{Lock of God which 4is among you, taking ihe oversighi ithenrneof, noi by
constraint, but willingly; not fon §ilthy Lucne, but of o ready mind;
Neithen as being Londs over Gods's hernitage, but being ensamples o
the 4Lochk. And whon the chief Shephend shall appean, He Lhall wecedve.
a erown of alory that fadeth not away.

5. The Crown of Rejoicing (Soul Winner's Crown) I Thess 2:19 For what
A4 oun hope, o joy, o crnowh of rejoieing? are not even ye in the
presence of own Lond Jesus Chaist at his coming? :

Some of the things we may be judged for are:

a. How much we live our lives in accordance with God's Plan

How we treat other believers.

How we use. our talents

How we suffered for Jesus

. How effectively we control our old nature
How many soul we witness to

How we react to temptations

. How much we read and live the Word of God
. How faithful we are to Church

HoE0 e S T



£ rev he
o fzce ﬂaatij o Fine to
Lout Salwation. PHE, wa
in the pozsibi of
¥. That sauses o watch
vy own life and warn those
who wander intg the Werid, of
more cencern toe me, hovever, is
The tragis tears of many
Christians who will stand bhefore
Zod with ampty hands. saved so as
by Elee {3 Cor 331583, How ifvagic
to stand before our heloved
Savior and have nothing to cast
&t His Leet in Praiszse and
Aderation,
Wa we talk abkout failurss in our
iife important placse for this kind of

1

t}

XA ~ation., Bubt our goal today iz tc
zhou Keep us and to veicice in that
fact.

Pat zaves that ocur inherit speil. or fads
AWERY . at dees he mean and how . :

Loo L what the Pzalmist says in Psalmsg %1 2%-24 {PEQOD) Love ihe
LORD, 2 i sadinta! The LORD predenved the gaithiul, but the prowd
i po honk L Lull . Be stacne and fohe feaedt, cfl jeuw who hope L0

na L .

Cod preservation works much the same way we preserve scemething.
T, Place in a8 place of safety~ CGod calls us Hizg “"Peculiar® people. The
word means Tsurrouwnded” and shewas that Cod encirclas His people. No

memtation or trial cen come our way without God making a way of

zape or providing strength te overcoms. We are put in the hand of
God and Mo man o thingd i nluck ug out (Although I must remind you
thait YO czan wallk cut). WE'RE SAFE IN THE SAVICR.

2. Put under heat and rresgure to destrov germs {(Canning vegstables)-
Tod preserves us by allowing the trla1s of 1ife to trpng*han ng. “he
does not find meore Lime Lo wrasy when sickness op treuble comes cur
Fars? Troublas draw uz oleoser Lo God; just like ths threat oi an
indian invasion used to cause men to rush to the fort for protection.
3, 822l zayav from the slamente (Paint or Varrgizhl- Ths Lord preserves
ug by ealling us to be gaparate from the World, His command is tao Lova
2ot the World, meither the things thaL are in the world. That's not
hmeauzse He hates Loy uz to have a gonod time; That's because He knows
the consequenses of contamination,

vou., It iz neot His will that ANY PERISH. God's love is not
eep vou out of hell. It is also to give you an abundant
and an inheritance that will never fads awvay. Isa’t thst
T
s oani to take steprping away from your old way of life
— 4

2 scavy step. Remember that I'wm nob
enmth or “Hilu_y; I'm asking you

to Sod.

anve vyou tods
Christ today and be born again. It
I

vou commi v r
Tl E and give yvou an inheritance that fades
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A Little Church with a BIG Vision
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R Bible Study Hour - - 10:00Cam
e Worship (WWPEN 100.1) 11:00am

ednesday Prayer Service 7:30pm
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The past
several weeks
have been a time
of Triumphs and
Tragedies mixed
together in

5t yunning
proportions.

Several of our families lost
Father and Sister or Father-in-law
and wife within a three day
period. And we have had some of
the best services you could ask
for.

We sorrow with
the Lowder/Jordan
Family on the lost
of ME Huber t
Lowder and his
daughter, Mr s
Eulalia Jordan. It
has been an extremely difficult
time for these families and we
continue to pray for God's Comfort
and Strength for all of them.

Yet, din spite of all of this
tragedy, this past week-end was a
wonderfully refreshing time in the
Lord.

Friday night the Drama Team from
Emmanuel College came to our Youth
Fellowship, gave some marvelous

skits, and even spent the night
with our kids in our leck in! It
was a good night, with little

Sleep, but lots of fellowship.

~and wished them well

~refreshment

Sunday Morning during our Nine
0'cluck service, the Emmanuel
Drama Team presented some more
skits and really spoke to people's
hearts about the reality of their
relationship with the Lord.
[Videos of all these services are
available, They ceontain some great
ideas for skits for YOUR Youth
Meetings.

Then at 10am we had
a time of sadness as
we recognized the
Robert Young Family

as they move to
Myrtle Beach., We will
greatly miss them and
look for them to return soon and
often.
Immediatel y

MOVING

Qux
Jirany

follow1ng
time, Rev
Aldridge showed a video of the
work in the Ivory Coast. It was a
great Blessing to see how God is
saving souls and working in lives
in this Mission Field.

Then Brother Aldridge spoke
during our llam service and there
as a mighty moving of God's Spirit

at the end of the service. A
number of people dedicated
themselves to witnessing and
working for the Lord. Thank God

for His Presence,
{Continued on back)
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Finally, on Sunday
night, our exhausted
people

went to J
beginning :

service
of Camp Meeting in
order to sing in the
combined choir of
all the choirs that
had taken Brother
David Cabkle‘s music
course. Let me just
modestly say that if
they had done any
hetter the Lord
would have probably
shouted "Glory™ so
loud until the
Rapture would have
taken placet!! What
a joy it is to see
G ur C ho i «r
continually improve.
They've gotten S0
good at "priming the
pump_n :
Preaching now until
even I ought to bhe
able to half way
preach.

We continually try
to make it easier
for the Choir to do

before

their best. Last

week {Just before
all the tragedy
struck) Brother

Damon Runion built a
platform for the
back row of the
Choir so they can be

seen better and -

heard

better gzsség‘
o n <
Radio. PROJECIS
Whil e

this was going on,

Brother Marion Coker:

located two vents
under the Choir that

" had been closed off

since the Church was
build (30 years ago)
and opened them up.
Now the Choir can

really get down to

it because they
finally have some
air circulating up
there.

‘As  you will see
from the enclosed

Calendar, we have a-

number of activities
planned this Summer.
All -of them have one
goal- to develop

Christians and to

. reach the Lost with

the Gospel. All that
is, except Family
Fun  Night,

We'll have a,
devotion and

try to be as
religious as
possible;’

but mainly we'll
just get WET! We'll
have sack racks,
spit watermelon
seed, have bucket
brigades, eat Hot
bogs, catch water
balloons, and even
try to let 3 peorple
get on the same pair
of "skis" and race 3
more people on
another pair (A new
game that came from
our last Youth
Fellowship). But
most of us will try
to convert to
Methodist and try to
get sprinkled
instead of getting
dunked like a
Baptist!! What a way
to celebrate
freedom!

—— e . W S W e W AR LS M e e M e W S P

The Lord continues to marvelously bless the Outreach Ministry. The
Radioc Broadcast has done very well sc far and we look to improve it's
quality all the time. The Newsletter now goes to over 700 homes in 19
states and people comment about how much they enjoy it everywhere I go.
The Newspaper articles continue to reach many, many people each week and
we've just touched the surface of that ministry. Bnd the printing of
books continues to increase. Between the Jail Ministry and the request
received via phone or mail, a large number of books are distributed each
month. BEnd we look for this to continue to increase.

fhe book of -James-

to print!). Order your copies today.

Men are c¢rying in Despair. Souls 'dre dying and’ going

"Faith on Trial" is the latest to
be reprinted. This'is the Fourth printing of this boock
and God had greatly used it's message. Numerous Pastors
have used it to do & Bible Study for their Church and we
recently heard that several of the people who are saved
in the Jail Ministry are using “James™ as theéir beginning
Bible Study (Boy, I want to get my new convert book ready

to Hell. Won't you help me lead them to the Cross. Let's
Pray and work til Jesus Comes,.

. - - - - . a -

- - - - .

. Preacher Mike Psalm 16:1l
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SNAKE SERMON

They irovefed grom Mount Horn along the noute to the Red Sea, o go
anognd Edom. But the pevple grew Aimpatlient on ithe way; they Apoke
against God and against Moses, and said, "Why have you brought us wp
out of Egypt Lo die in the dedeat? There s no brewd! Therne id o
watern! And we defest this miserable food!” Then the LORD sent venomows
Anches among them; they bit the people and many Israclites died. The
people came Lo Moses and said, "We sinned when we spoke against the
LORD and against you. Paray that the LORD wiltl ohe the snahes away
4nom ub.” So Modes prayed forn the people. The LORD Aaid Lo Moses,
"Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can Look
at it and Live.” So Mosesd made a bronze 4snake and put it wup on a pole.
Then when anyone was bitten by a snahe and Looked ot the bronze snake;
he fLived. (Num 21:4-9) '

Just as Moses Lifted up the snahe in the desent, A6 the Son of Man
must be Lifted wup, that everyone who believes in him may have etennal
2i4e. {(John 3:14-15)

From the very beginning, when Satan came as a
Snake in the Garden, men have had to recognize
the danger and destructiveness of Snakes. Now
God is sending them among his own people. From
this tragic event, however, comes one of the
great illustrations of God's Redemption.

I. THE REASON THE SNAKES CAME- People were
weary in the way. They were tired of traveling and never getting to
their destination. So they began to complain about Moses and God. As a
punishment, God send Snakes among them. _

Five Possible Causes they became tired and impatience:

1) Life was harder thap they thought it should be- Edom ha@ refused
them passage. This greatly increased their travel time and discomfort.
This led to Complains against God and Moses.

2) Lose of Spiritual Leader- Aaron had died (Raron was a People
person who stayed with the people while Moses met with God}.

3) Conflicts came~ Had just fought first battle (Arad the
Canaanite). God no longer did it all.

4) Lost of Faith in Leader- Moses has sinned and had told them he
would soon die {Insecurity). S

5) Sorrows had come- 40 years of Funerals (over 603,550 had died}.
Every household had buried loved ones along the way.

II. THE RESULTS OF THE SNAKES- Everyone who was bitten d@ed. This is &
serious situation. Something must be done.- You must realize that the
snake in your life is not a Pet but a threat; Pretty.colors but

poisonous bite!

I1II. THE REDEMPTION FROM THE SNAKE BITES. A brazen snake on a cross is
raised and the people can "Look and Live". The only cure is the Cross.
As you travel the road of life today, you too may be tempted to
fight against God z2nd God's People. That will lead to sorrow and
trouble. Come to the Cross. That's the only thing that can help you.

I1f you've been "snake Bit" because of some sin in your life. Come to
the Cross. There is healing awaiting you there.



SATAN'S B FOR YOUR SOUL

Blessed L& the man who pernsevernes wunden trial, becawse when he has
stood the test, he will rnecedlve the crown of Life that God has
promised Lo those who Love him. When tempied, no one showld say, "God
i4 tempting me." For God cannot be Lempied by evil, nor does he tempt
anyone; but each one A4 tempted when, by his own evild desdirne, he 44
dragged away and enticed. Then, aften desire has conceived, it gives
binth to Ain; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives bHinth 1o death.
-- James 1:12-15 (P1625)

One primary fact that everyone should be aware of is that Satan is
out to destroy your 'life and damn your soul. He will promise you
anything you want and give you everything within his power if he can
only get you to follow him instead of God. And,
according te the Scriptures, the "broad road”
that he's on that leads to destruction is the ‘I
road of popular choice-- many will follow it ta
destruction,.

In our Scripture today, James declares that we
are to preserve (Keep on keeping on) under
trial. He then shows the FOUR DOWNWARD STEPS
that Satan uses to guide us into destruction,
misery, and hell.

FIRST- TEMPTATION - Something excites our Desire

for the downward life. (This is not Sin; it is

the inclination to do wrong-you can’'t keep the bird from flying
overhead but you can keep him from building a nest. And you can keep
out of his flight path!)

SECOND- PARTICIPATION- The temptation is embraced by Sinful Self and
we yield to the wrong that S8atan wants us to do.

THIRD~ DOMINATION- Sin begins to control our life. "Recreational™
Drugs make vou a slave. A "little” anger leaves bruises on your wife
and children.

FOURTH- CONDEMNATION- Sin, when it is full grown, brings death. Once
you become a slave to sin it will destroy you Physically, Emotionally,
Mentally, and Spiritually. The Wages of 8in are Death. These wages
must be paid! Either by the shed blood of cChrist or by you in Hell
forever. ’

The problem starts with a small (maybe innocent) desire. Unchecked
or misused, it develops into a problem that can destroy the person and
those around them (Via Influence). What we want to do in the rest of
this message is help you identify problem areas and then see how God's
power can deliver you from future problemsgs and God's Pardon can
forgive you for past failures.

First we need to see THE QRIGIN OF TEMPTATION 13-14

A) Not from God- God cannct be tempied with evif. It iz impossible
for God to consider doing wrong. Because Natural Inclinations can be
used to tempt us (Sex, need of rest-drugs), Satan accuses God of
tempting you. NO!! The Scripture says that "God does not tempt any
man."




B} From within Self
A common Problem-EVERY man (See I Cor 10:13). The Sin Nature we
1nher1ted from Adam is within all of us. Every person must contend

wlth it. ‘

An enticing Problem-Bait is used to lure you. Sin never shows
the naked hook! The trap allows you to see the Balt but not the Bite
of Bin.

3. A varying Problem— drawu away of hls own Lusts (One man's
worm may be another man's Balt!!

Next we need to see THE BONDAGE OF TEMPTATION- Paul said in First
Corinthians 6:12 "I will not be mastered by anything.™ Yet many people
are mastered by LIFE CONTROLLING PROBLEMS. These problems destroy
their life, tarnish their reputation, short circuit their testimony,
and, left unchecked, damn their souls. : '

Qther names for life controlling problems
are- Bddiction, dependency, strongholds,
slavery, compulsive behavior.

Some types of Life controlling Problema
are- Compulsive spending, sex, gambling,
shop-lifting, eating disorders, power,
money, fame, drugs, alcohol, sports, TV
viewing, etc. "EVERYONE HAS THE POTENTIAL
FOR HAVING A LIFE CONTROLLING PROBLEM!!

A person wWill normally go through FIVE
EMOTIONAL STAGES WHEN FORCED TO FACE A LIFE
CONTROLLING PROBLEM (Interestingly enough,
these are alsoc the stages .a person goes through when faced with a
deadly dlsease* For example, told they have cancer’}.

FIRST~- DENIAL - We Delude ourselves into thinking that there is no
problem or it's no Big Deal--- “I'M NOT A SINNER"

"SECOND- ANGER ~ We :blame God, OurSelves, or’ Otheré and continually
ask, "Why is this happening to me?". "GOD MADE ME THIS WAY"

THIRD- BARGAINING- We strike a bargain with God, ourselves, or others.
If you will help me, I will give money, etc¢. "I'LL BE GOOD"

FPOURTH- DEPRESSION—' There is no hope for me. "I'M NOT WORTH SAVING."

- PIPTH- ACCEPTAKCE/PEACE~ Come to grips with ‘the FACT of the Problem
and LOOK TC GOD FOR THE ANSWER. "I ACKNOWLEDGE MY SIN, I REPENT, ARND
I ASK CHRIST TO FORGIVE MY SINS AND COME INTO'MY LIFE"

Have yvou lost control of your life? Has Satan been dragging you down
by promising you Pleasure, Peace, or Profit?? Come to Christ today.
God Can make you a2 NEW CREATURE in Christ. The Gospel procla1ms
forgiveness for your past and Power to have a new life in the future.
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THANKS! I just want you to know
that I appreciate the opportunity
of visiting with you from time to
time via means of this newsletter.
It seems the Lord is better to me
than to anyecne else in the world
and 1 look forward to the

opportunlty of sharing what He 'is'}

doing in this ministry.

In spite of the fact that this
past Sunday was a major "Vacation”
Sunday, our attendance was good
and the services were great,

Mrs Janet Matthews, Missionary
to Guatemala, was with us in the
9am service and did a wonderful
job of sharing her burden for the
work there,

Then the Sam Taylor
family had prepared
“"Hot Pocket™ meals
for everyone and we
had a great
refreshment time {(What a Blessing
this family has been to our Church
since they started attending).

Finally, after being absent from

WWFN for several weeks because
they were off the air, we were
able to broadcast our service

again Sunday and it was the best
sounding of any broadcast to date,
I hope we have finally gotten most
of the bugs worked out now. (I
appreciate Joel ‘Jones helping in
this important ministry. God send
him to us at just the right time.

By the time you
receive this
newsletter we hope
that the printing
of i and II
Thessalonians-
Preparing €for the

Rapture® will be .completed.
Brother Russel is work;ng_ on it
now and hopes to finish by

Thursday. Then all we'll have to
do is fold and staple it and it
will be ready for distribution.

Mrs Janice put together several
copies of "Colossians~ Complete in
Christ"™ last week and that is now
availakle for anyone desiring it
also.

I am try1ng as hard as I can to
get at least a few copies of all
our .booklets available so those
who need . the information ¢an
obtain it. 1I'l1 publish a complete
list of available material soon.

- Thanks to all of .you whe have

'_glven to this m1n1stry recently.

Publishing books is an expensive

‘undertaking. We also continue to

provide much material for new
converts, other pastors, and those
who want to reach their loved ones
with the Gospel. Your help is
tremendously appreciated as we
begin to see more and more fruit
from the "seed™ we have sown,

I'm ready to meet the Lord. Are
your??? . . . ., Preacher Mike

ﬂ_ _ Te KNOW and to SHOW CHRIST . Aﬂ
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P O Box 1003
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Nonprofit Organization
U S POSTAGE PAID
Permit #8



Defeating Demons

There are two errors that people fall into when dealing with the
subject of Demons. One is to ignore (or disbelieve) their existence,
the other is to develop an excessive or unhealthy interest in them.

The main things we are concerned with today is that (1) They are
very real, (2) They have tremendous power, and (3) We have the Victory
over them through our standing in Christ- Now thanks be unte God,
which always causeth ws to Eriumph in Chrnist, and maheth manifest the
savoun of hisd khnowledge by ws in eveny place. (2 Cor 2:14}.

But thanhks be to God, which giveth ws the victorny throwgh oun Lord
Jesuws Christ (1 Cor 15:57).
Defeating the Demons that attack us involves 4 areas of attack:

1. PRAYER OF AUTHORITY (Because it comes from a Faith that is based on
the Word of God)- And they werne all amazed, indsdomuch that they
questioned among themselves, Aaying, What thing 4+ this? what new
doctrine is this? fon with authority commandeth he even the unelean
Apdndits, and they do obey him. {Mark 1:27)
And they wene all amazed, and spake among ithemselves, saying, Whai a
wond L5 this! gon with auithority and powen he commandeth the unclean
spinits, and they come out. (Luke 4:36)

You must be confident of God's Power if you are to defeat Demonic
Attacks. : ’

2. PROTECTION OF SPIRITUAL ARMOR- Finally, my brethrnen, be strong in
the Lond, and in the powen 04 his mighi. Put on the whole arnour o4
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For
we wrestle not against §Lesh and bLood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the aulers of the darhness of this world,
against spinitual wichedness in high places. Wheredore ftahe unto you
the whole awmour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the cvil
day, and having done aff, to stand. Stand therefore, having yourn Loins
gint about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteowsness;
and your feet shod with the preparation of ithe gospel of peace; Above
all, taking the shield of faith, whernewith ye shall be able to qgench
all the 4{ierny darts of the wiched. And tahe the helmet of salvailion,
and the swond of the Spinit, which A4 the wond of God: Praying always
with atl prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto
with aff perseverance and supplication for all Aaints; (Eph 6:10-18)

Since these are not fleshly enemies, they cannot be defeated with
only fleshly methods. The Christian must take God's Armor for
protection in the fight and use God's weapons in order to defeat the
enemy . :

3. PURITY OF LIFE- Nelther give place t¢ the devil. (Eph 4:27)

Don't allow Satan a foothold in your life. He will turm it into a
stronghold. Satan will use sin in your life to Defeat you and to
Denounce you ("You know you can't witness because you aren't
perfect™).

4, PRACTICE OF RESISTANCE- Submii younselves therneforne to God. Resist
the devil, and he will §Lee from youw. (James 4:7). Make Godliness a
1ife style, not a Sunday Situation. Be aware of Satan's work in your
life and continually dencunce it. B Neutral Christian makes God sick
and allows Satan to work IN you as well as ON you.

Demons are very Real. They are also a Defeated Foe if we depend on
God's Power, Don't loock for Demons behind every bush; but don't be
blinded to their work in your life.



DEMONIC CONTROL

Ther? are ? Sgurces of Conflict in the life of a Christian:
1> Desires Within- From whence come wars and 44ightings among you? come

ihig not hence, even of your Lusts ihat wan in your members? {James

2> Demons Without- For we wrestle noi against §Lesh and blood, but
agadinst principalities, against powerns, against the rulers of the
?g&%ngéf2?4 this wonld, against spirnitual wichedness in high pLlaces
o : . § ‘
Today we want to look at the second of these enemies.

The Word DEMON is not found in Scripture. The basis guideline
about determining if the scripture is referring to the Devil or Demons
is:

A) Devils (Plural with "s") is always referring to Demons

B) satan does not possess a person (only known exception was
Judas)- A person possessed with a devil (Matt 9:32) or a person having
a devil (Luke 7:33) refers to Demon Possession.

C) When the king of Demons is in view it always means Satan (Lu
4:2, T Pet 5:8, Rev 20:2) .

NOTE: Demons can INFLUENCE CHRISTIANS but they can't Posgsess them. In
Demonic Influence there is no loss of comnsciousness (The Demon is
unable to take over the will of the person). They can only attempt to
get the person to listen to and heed their instructions. In Ep 4:27 we
are told not to "give place to ‘the Devil”; and in James 4:7 we are
told to "Resist the Devil"™ so he will flee. .
While the Demeons are not able to possess a Christian (I Jn 4:4),
they can: A) shift you as wheat Luke 22:31-32 K
B) Be allowed to bring disaster and sickness as Job
C} Give a thorn in the flesh 11 Cor 12:7
Demons tempts us to have evil tempers (Ep 4:26-27), use hasty words
{Lu 9:54-55) and Fleshly (carnal) reasoning (I Cor 3:-), fear death
(Heb 2:15), etec.. They Oppress our Hearts and OQObksess our minds.

Demons can POSSESS SINNERS. In Demon POSSESSION the Demon takes
up residence in a person and uses them as they want; when they want.
The word POSSESSED in the Greek means: To be exercised by (or to be
under the control of). Think of a man "exercising” a horse- He makes
the horse do what he wants him to do.

A DEMONIAC is a person whose personality has been invaded by one or
more demons {(In Mk 5 the demon was "legion" (€000, that entered 2000
hogs) and Matt 12:43-45 says a man takes 7 more into himself. Mary
Magdalene had 7 cast out of her Luke 8:2), who at will c¢an speak and
act through their human victim, deranging both his mind and body.

Can you say this out loud (And everny Apinit that condesseth not Lthat
Jesus Chauist s come in the §Lesh L4 not of God:—- 1 John 4:3)-

I believe that Jesus Christ is the 8Son of God; That He came to earth
and took a fleshly body; in order to live a sinless life and die for
man; thus paying sin‘s debt and breaking Satan's power; that He was
buried but. the grave could not hold Him, so He was resurrected from
the grave conguering death, hell, and the grave; He ascended back to
God the Father; one day to return for His people and set up an
everlasting Kingdom.



The Weapcen the Demons Use- SIN

1. 8in Embarrasses us (Causing us to {1) Fear God-Adam and Eve in
Garden, (2) Fail to Testify, and (3) Fall into Despair and
Depression)- behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be 4une
youn 4Lin witl gind yow out (Num 32:23).

2. 8in Causes others to Stumble- But ye are depanied ocut o4 the way;
Je have cauwsed many to stumble at ithe fLow; ye have c.ow:.p:tad the
covenant of Levdi, saith the LORD of hests. (Mal 2:8)

It L5 good neithen fo cat fLesh, non to drink wine, noa any thing
wherneby thy brothen atumbleth, on Ls cfdended, orn L4 made weak (Rom
14:21)- It Harms Us and Hinders Others. We become the wrong kind of
example and demons use this to label all Christians as Hypocrites.

3. Sin Enslaves us- ALL things are Lawful unto me, bdut all things are
not expedient: afl things arne Lawful fdon me, but I witl not be brought
unden the powen of any (1 Cor 6:12). Some Ways that Sin Traps us and
makes Slaves of us are:

1> Wrong Companions (Friends, Mate, Business)- They 4Ahall noi dwetld
in thy Land, Lest they mahe thee Adn against me: fon L§ thou senve
theirn gods, it will surely be a snare unto thee. (Exo 23:33)

2> Peer Pressure- The fecarn of man bringeth & sharne: but whoto
puitteth his trust in the LORD shatll be sade. (Prov 29:25)

3> Hasty Words (Anger, Vows, Gossip)- Thow art snared wiith the wonrds
04 thy mowth, thou art taken with the wonds of thy mouth. (Prov 6:2}
A fool's mouth is his desitnuection, and his Lips are the snane of hisb
soul. (Prov 18:7)

4> Fleshly Passions (Adultery, Pornography)- And I §ind moxre bittexn
than death the woman, whoise hearnt L4 snanes and nets, and hern hands as
bands: whoso pleaseth God shall escape 4rom hen; but the sinnern shall
be tahen by hen. (Eccl 7:26)

5> Greed for Riches- But they that will be nleh 4all .into tempitation
and a snare, and into many §oolish and hurtful mu which drnown men
in destruction and pendition. (1 Tim 6:'9)

4. Sin Condemns us- Know ye noi that the unrightecus shall not inherit
the hingdom of Goed? Be noit deceived: neithen fonnicoatons, nox
idotatens, nor aduliernens, nox effeminate, nor abusers of themsclves
with manhind, Noa thieves, nor covetows, nor daunkarnds, nor revilerns,
norn extortionerns, Ahalld inhernit the kingdom of God. And Asuch wene Asome
04 you: but. ye ane washed, but ye axe sanctified, but ye are justified
in the name o4 +the Loxnd JeAuA, and by the Spinit o4 our God (L Cor
6:9-11).

He that cvencometh Ahaltl .inhenlt all th&ngé, and I will be his God

and he shafl be my son. Bui the {earful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murdernerns, and whoremengers, and Asorcernensd, and
idolaterns, and alld Lions, shall hove thelin pant in ithe Lahe which
burneth with fine and brimstone: which is the second death (Rev 21:3).

Satan is out to Destroy you, Now and for Eternity. christ came to
forgive your sins and give you Eternal Life. Why do you continue to
allow Satan to control you and condemn you.when you can be Born Again
today by simply repenting of 8in and Trusting Christ for Salvation.



CHOOSING -T0 REBEL

There is a principle that even a Child knows: Dlsobedlence brings
disaster (Pain, "I told .you you'd get hurt if you did that" and
Punishment, "“Spankings") and Obedience brings B1e551ngs {Hugs, extra
Privileges, and Rewards). This same principle is used by the Lord-

Is 1:19 14 ye be willing and obedient, ye shall ecat the good of the
Land: But i{ ye reduse and rebel, ye shall be devowned with the Sword:
fon the mouth of the Lord hath spohen it. (P799-800)

But while all of us know the benefits ¢f Obeying, we find it hard to
always obey as we should. We find ourselves chosing to Rebel instead
of Chosing to obey. This is one of the biggest hinderances to our
Christan life; and to people becoming Christians.

There are several reasons we don't Obey:

1. DISTRACTION: Something comes along that turns us away from our
task (Husbands are notorious about this. Wife tells him to carry off
papers. On shelf beside papers finds wrench he'd lost, goes to car to
tighten bolt, then checks o0il, etc. 3 hours later w1fe has to gently
and with a very loving spirit (!) remind him of his original task).

2. DELAY: We put off doing what we are supposed to do and either
forget or get so involved with what we're doing until we don't feel
like accomplishing our task {("I'll wash the dishes after this program
goes off". "I'm so sleepy, can I wash the dishes tomorrow"). [Do you
have any idea of how many people each year die and go to Hell because
they put off Salvation til "Tomorrow"™ or Christians put off witnessing
til later!].

3. DISCERNMENT: We fail to UNDERSTRND the Purpose of ‘the Order (Why
do I have to do this 5111y science pro:ect, I'm going to marry some
rich man and the only science I'l]l need is the ability to distinguish
between gold and silver credit cards!) [In the Spiritual life we have
to learn to accept God's Pommands by Faith; . even when we don't
understand].

We fail to COMMUNICATE- “I know you told me you wanted dish
detergent; not hair spray”. Many people fail to obey God because they
don't take time to listen to His still small voice (BAnd if God has to
"holler™ at you, He Xnows how to get your attention!!).

4, DEFIANCE: We "WILL" not do what we're told to do. We must grasp
the fact that the basis of Obedience is YIELDING THE WILL- Jn 6:38
For I am come §rom heaven, not o do my own will bHut the will of him
who sent me.

2) Some hide Defiance behind Education: Ever learning but never doing
anything. Some people won't do Anything until they know Everything
which means they'll do Nothing! (More people are won by new converts
who don't know much about the Bible than by "Scholars"™ who know
Theology but never tell the Good News).

B) Some hide Defiance behind Emotion: Obedience is tied to how we
feal. These are the people who determine to be good Teachers, 51ngers,
or workers when they go thru a good emotional time but then can't be
c¢ounted on when their down ¢ycle comes along.



C) Some hide Defiance behind Substitutes:

1> Bagrifice for Qhedlgnce— I Sam 15:22 And Samuel sald, hath fthe
Lond as great delight An burnt oddernings and sacnifdice, abt in obey.ing
the voice of the Load? Behold, ito obay 448 better than Ascenifice, and
1o heanhen than the {4at o4 rams. I won't teach a class, God, but 1'11
work hard at my job so I can give you 10% of the bonus I'll get.

2> Words for Qhedience- Matt 21:28-31 One son said he would go but
he didn't. We try to hide behind our words hut God sees our Hearts:;
and our actions!!

3> Excuses for Qbedience- Matt 25:14-3C vs 25 I was afraid, and went
and hid thy tatent In the canth: We fear Failure and Publiec Opinion
and so we blame our lack of Ability; or God's lack of Provision!
instead of trugsting in the Power and Presence of God.

WHAT CAN YOU DO7?7?

1> Pray for God's Help in Obeying- Phil 2:13 For it is God which

worheth in you both Lo will and to do od his good pleasune God will
give the Strength you need for any task He asigns you.

2> Make obeying God's Will the most important desire in your life-
Jn 4:34 My meat [4 to do the will of Him who sent me, and to .
accomplish his worh. Realize that we are obeying God and the results
have eternal consequences,

3> Don't give in to feeling; learn to walk by Faith.

If you will Abide you must Obey! Are you a Disobedient Disciple or a
Submitted Servant?? Commit your Will and your Works to God today.

I8 THIS YOUR COHHITMENT7
I'l1l go where you want me to go, dear Lord,
Real service is what I des;re,
1'11 say what you want me to say, dear Lord-
But don’t ask me to sing in. the choir.
1'11 say what you want me to say, dear Lord,
I like to see things ,come to pass:
But don't ask me to teach glrls and boys, dear Loxd
I'd rather just stay in my class.
1'1] do what you want me to do, dear Lord,
I yearn for the Kingdom to thrive;
I'1l give you my nickels and dimes, Dear Lord--
But please don't ask me to tithe,
I'l1l go where you want me to go, dear Lord,
1']11 say what you want me to say; BUT
I'm busy just now with myself, dear Lord--
I'11 help you some other day.
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It may be‘ﬁof outside but it's.
No, my wife’

COOL in the Parscnage.

and I haven't had a fight! The
Church just purchased . a new
heating/cooling unit: for the
Parsonage and it works great! The
old unit was over 20 years old and
was just about shot. Thank the

Lord for the good people of Grace
who agreed to make this much
needed change, ‘

I hope we still feel this good
abhout each other when Sunday gets
here. Because of the difficulty of
obtaining some of
the eguipment we
needed, we had to
call off our
rafting trip.
instead, many in
the Church are
going to Mike McGee's. lake home
for a time of Bible Study and FUN
this coming Friday and Saturday.
After 40 or 50 people spend a
night and day together with little
sleep, much sweaty activities, and
only 2 bathrooms(') we'll see
what kind “of Chrlstians

really are"'

Seriously, wé look ﬁprward ‘to
the fellowsHip time: and
appre01ate thé Youth Committee' for
organizing this time together. We
also appreciate Connie Mathis and
Althea Ccker for their help in the

Devotion times and we especially

ovenmetman

ﬁthey_

rsa11y'

Appreciate Mike McGee for allowing
us the use of his home.

Here is: the list of
the Bible Study
book that I have
been promising you.
All are available
now so write for- as
many copies as you -need:

Miracle Message Volume One, Two,
on

and Three,. James~- "Faith
Trial'™. 1 & 2 Thessalonians-
"Ready for the Rapture”". Nehemiah-

. "Learning to work and Worship
together™. Proverbs~ "Practical
Philosophy for  Pilgrims" old
Testament Survey {Commentary on

N3

-Disciples.
.in Christ",.

of 5 more books this year.

every book in. the 0ld Testament-
our. biggest . book). :The
Coleossians=.. "Complete’
And,. QOur Prayer Boock.

.Plans call for the publication
God is
greatly using this part of the
ministry right now and 1 want to

do as. much. as. poss:.ble wh11e we

can. _ :
Your Support, your prayers, and
the dedicated workers  here ‘at

Grace make it possible:for us to.
reach thousands of people each
wWweek. Thank God for those who have
responded recently with Salvation
or Rededication decisions.:
makes it all worth while.
Preacher Mike
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THINGS THAT MATTER

Foa I am now ready 4o be offerned, and the Ltime of my deparnture i3 ai
hand, I have {ought a good fight, I have dinished my counse, I have
hept the faith: Henceforth thexe is Laid up for me a crown o&
righteousness, which the Lord, the nighteous judge, shall give me at
that day: and not o me only, but unto all them atso that Love his
appearing. Do thy diligence to !come dhoitly unto me: For Demas hath
bornsakhen me, having Loved this present world, and 1s departed unto
Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatlia, Titus unto Dalmatia. Only Luhe is
with me. Tahe Marh, and bring him with thee: 4orn he is profitable to
me fon the ministrny. And Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus. The cloak’
that 1 Ledt at Troas with Carpws, when thou comest, bring with thee,
and the bookd, but especially the parchments. A&zxandzm the
coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord newarnd him aceconding to his
wonhs: 04 whom be thou ware also; 4on he hath greatly withstood our
wonds. At my §irst andwen no man stood with me, but all men 404400&
me: I pray God that it may noit be Laid to their charnge.
Notw.ithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by
me the preaching might be 4ully hnown, and that albl the ¢entites might
hean: and I was delivered out of the mouth o4 the &ion. And the Loxad
shall deliven me {nrom everny evil work, and will preserve me unto his
he?uanay kingdom: to whom be gto&y {or cver and ever. Amen (2 Tim 4:6-
18

While reading through "my prophet™, Jeremiah, the other day I came
across an interesting statement- Jer 15:1-2 Then said the LORD unto .
me, Thouwgh Moses and Samuel stood bedorne me, yet my mind could not be
Lowand this people: cast them out of my sight, and Let them go 4orth.
And it shall come to pass, if they say unto thea, Whither shall we go.
4onth? then ithouw shatit tell them, Thus salth the LORD; Such as are §or
death, to death; and such as are §on the sword, to the swond; and Such -
abd ane $or the famine, %o the damine; and such as are fon the

captivity, to ithe capitivity (Jer 15:1-2). Rather a harsh statement for
God to make. It shows how serious He takes the sins of His people, and
how heart breaking they are to Him.
In thizs statement God is
basically saying to Jeremiah that-
NO ONE and NOTHING can stop the
death of this people, What if we

could know the same thiny today? _ -

What if I could stand here today , :

and say, without fear of ° ‘

contradiction, that you would die

this coming Thursday (The date of

this scripture in our Daxly '

Blble) at 9: 45pm (I added a time to the date because that takes away
any "vagueness'" and gives it more of a sense of urgency). What would
be your priorities in this last week of your life?? What would be the
THINGS THAT REALLY MATTERED??

Each of us would probably make a list of thlngs, dependlng on our
property and priorities. What I want toc do today is look at a man of
God who was faced with a similar situation and see what he thought
really mattered as death approached. And I want you to consider while
we're doing this what the priories are in YOUR life; should they be
changed or would you want to face God just as your are today?

t



These are the THINGS THAT PAUL SAID MATTERED WHEN YOU COHE TO
DEATH'S DOOR:
I. A COMPLETED TASK MATTERS

Paul said he had "stayed on the course"” of God's Plan for his life.
He described this is three different ways: :

1> "1 have fought a good fight"- A Courageous Life

2> "I have finished the race" - A Completed Task

3> "I have kept the faith" - A Confident Trust

Paul had persevered until he "rescued the Princess". He hadn't
allowed the pitfalls of life or the attacks of Satan to defeat him.
Now he could look forward to the "Crown of righteousness" that Christ
would soon give him,

It will matter when you come to death how you have faced life! In
order to have confidence you must know:
(1) What CGod wants YOU to do-,You won't do your job if you don't know
what it is.
(2) When God says the job is completed- God buries His workmen but His
work goes on., It's God's work, and God will say the job is completed.
Don't begin to think it's YOUR work and you are indispensable.

Are you accomplishing God's Plan for your life?? (Some people ask
how they can know the Will of God. The Will of God is-
LEARNED BY DEDICATION~And bHe not conformed to this wonfd: bui be ye
transfonmed by the achewing of younr mind, that ye may prove what L4
that good, and accepiable, and penfect, will of God. (Rom 12:2)
PROVED IN HOLY LIVING-For this i4 the will of God, even your
sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: (1 Th 4:3)
PROCLAIMED BY A THANKFUL HEART-In evenry ithing give thanhs: Joa'thLA‘LA
the will o4 God in Christ Jesus concerning youw. (1 Th 5:18)
SOMETIMES INVOLVES SUFFERING-Wheredorne Lot them that sufder according
$0 the will o4 God commit the heeping of theirn souls to him in well
doing, a+s unto a 4a¢¢h4u£ Crgatorn. (1 Pet 4:19)
The Thing to remember.is that God's Will for your life normally
involves a PLAN rather than PRODUCTION. Most of the Major Prophets in
the Bible were failures according to societies standards but they

accomgllshed God's plan for their life! That s what matters

II. COMPANIONS MAYTTER Paul listed
3 kinds of Companions:

A) Those Who Broke his heart-
Demas, a friend who let the world
lead him astray. Alexander, who
simply opposed him { A man is
sometimes bhest judged by his
enemies- Beware when all men
speak well of you)

B) Those who Blessed his life-
Luke, who was a friend and co-
worker. How rich is the man who
can work with pecople he calls
friends.

C) Those Brought back 1nto
fellowship~ He and Mark: had been
reconciled and now both were
doing a work for Cod.

When it comes to death it matters who your friends are. Don't die
with silly situations used as barriers between you and others.




ITI. COMFORT MATTERS- - -

A) For the Body- Brlng me my cloak The prlson was cold and damp and
Paul was getting up in years. He recognlzed that the "11tt}e things""
like a warm coat really mattered. |

That's a lesson we need to re-learn today. It s amaz1ng how many -
vard sales we have as we get clder and recognize what REALLY brinqs us
comfort, It's astonishing how many -closets are so full we can't put
clothes in them and the things that are in them haven' t been moved in
years, e o

B) For the Mind~- Bring my bonks agg ggpec;gllx my gg;ggmggts -
(Bible). Paul had built his 1life on the Word of God and now he wanted
it sustaining strength as he came to death's door. The foundations of
your mind, and the actions of your life; will be built, to a large
degree, on what you read and meditate.on ("As a man thinks in his
heart, so is he"). If you fill your life with trash, the stench will
eventually come oui.

As long as we're human we . have needs. It matters where we get those
needs met. - T

IV. CHRIST HATTERS“
A) The Companio
1. When Paul faced a dszicult s:tuation in,Corlnth, the companlonship

of Christ sustained him- Then 4pake the -
Load to Paul in the n&ght b uiéLon &a
not afnaid, but speak, ﬁo&d iﬁy
peace: Fon I am with thzz,.anﬂ no man.,-
shalt set on thee to hunt thee: fon.I have
much people in this city. And he continued
thene a year and six months, Leach&ng the,
word o4 God among ithem (Acts 1€:9-11).

2. When Paul was put in Jail the o
companionship of Christ. strengthened him-
And the night §oltowing the Lord Atood by :
him, and 4aid, Be of good chaea, Paul: fon
as thou hast testifled of me in Jeausalem,
40 must thow bear witness aliso at Rome
(Rcts 23:11).

3, When Paul faced a life threatening
storm, the companionship of Christ
supported him~ And now I exhoxrt you to be
04 good cheer: §on there shatll be no Loss
04 any man's Life among you, but of the Ship. Fox zhama Atood by me
this night ithe angel o§ God, wh04a i am, and whom I serve, (Rcts
27:22-23). - .

B) The Companionship of Christ mat;ers in Death- When you walk .
through the valley of the shadow of ‘death, "family and friends will
have to let you go. Only Christ can walk w1th .you .then; and he will
walk with you then, only if you walk with Him now!

That's what matters, your relationship thh Christ. Are YOU ready to
die today? _ .



CLAY POTS
o Jer 18:1-10 (P979)

_ Jeremiah is the "Weeping Prophet"” of his nation's last days. God's
judgement is coming and Jeremiah has the unenviable task of showing
the people'their sin and declaring God's judgement. Several times in
the preaching of this judgement Jeremiah used OBJECT LESSONS to
enhance his preaching (Just like the wonderful object lessons Mrs
Althea gives during our'.9am service). These Object lessons included a
Marred girdle, the denidl of the comforts of a wife and family, and
the making of a clay pot. _

It is the lesson of this clay pot that we want to look at today. In
the sermon on the Clay pot Jeremiah will show the people the wonder of
God's work in making us.into the vessel He desires and then he will
Tpgw the awful consequences of failure to follow God's Plan in your

1Tfe. : '

That is especially important today. We are facing economic upheaval,
political unrest (WRher® everycne is set to vote their money instead of
their morals}), and moral revolution (Sexual perversion, murdex,
robbery, and anarchy). If there has ever been a time that we need -to
"Nail Down™ our part in the work of God, it's today. If we aren't
established on the rock then the rocks that are falling all around us
will surely smash our pots and leave us empty and worthless.

1. THE MANUFACTURE OF CLAY POTS

A} The POTTER (God- But new, O LORD, thou art ocur fathern; we are the
clayi and thow oun poitten; and we all are the work o4 thy hand. (Isa
£64:8).

The Potter has a PLAN for the Vessel~ "Shaping it as seemed best to
him". This Plan is (1) God's Plan- "Before 1 formed thee I knew thee
and I ordained thee". (2) This Plan is the only place of Peace. (3)
This plan is different for different people- Christians are part of
the body of Christ- some legs, some eyes, some hands. YOU MUST LEARN
TO BE CONTENT AS THE VESSEL GOD MAKES YOU- Haih not the potier powenrn
oven the clay, of the same Lump ito make one vessel unto honon, and
another unto dishonor? (Rom 9:21}. :

Always remember this- THE PERFECTION OF THE VESSEL IS5 THE POTTER'S:
DESIRE. He wants you to be a "vessel unto honor, sanctified and meet
of the master's use"- This means you fit in the place God puts you.

B) The WHEEL (Circumstances). The Potter's Hand remains in one place
while the wheel turns the vessel. God uses life's varying ,
circumstances to mold and make us for HIS glory. "The Trying of our
Faith works patience". Don't try to "slip off the wheel" or God can't . -
use you, :

The hand of God WORKS FROM THE INSIDE to shape us.

The vessel is not ready for use until it has been baked in the
furnace! .

¢) The CLAY (Person- The preciows sons of 2ion, comparable to {ine
gold, how are they estecemed as earthen pitcherns, . the worh o4 the hands
04 the poitern! (Lam 4:2). This Clay must yield to the touch of the
Master's hand: ' .

1. To fashion us into a useful vessel., ,
2. If we resist we will be broken by the hand of the potter and the

turning of the wheel. That's not God's will; it's the result of our
tebellion (Which is the point of Jeremiah's sermon about the potter).



I1. THE MINISTRY OF CLAY POTS is To give Glory to God- But we have
this treasure in earthen vessels, that thz exaet&ency o4 the power may
be of God, and not of ws (2 Cor 4 7). .

It is not the Pot that is supposed to get
the Glory!! It's what's inside- If Christ is
lifted up then He will draw all men into
Himself. Par too many people ‘today are more.
interested in painting the pot than in usxng'
it to perform a useful function- like my
wife’s salt and pepper shaker collection. She
has some 1nteresting designs but all they do, .
is £ill up shelves and collect dust!

<It is interestlng to note that the last
beast Government that brings in Antichrist.
will have - feet parnt of iron and part of clay
(Dan 2:33). It will be a government . largely
based on HUMANISM; in which honor is given to.
man above God (Abortion is right because a
"woman has a right to do with her own body
what she wants"; regardless of the Word of
God. Homosexuality is an "alternate lifestyle".
because that's what some people want;
regardless what the Word of God says))

-

a4

Sometimes in order to bring Glory to God we must be w1111ng to be
Broken:

1> Gideon's men had to break their pots in order .for . .the light to
shine through.

2> Mary had to break her' box of cintment in order to anoznt Jesus'
feet.

Some of the greatest servants of God have been people who endured
tremendous phy31ca1 and financial circumstances. . Broken in body, . -
discouraged in mind, they have ‘allowed theix faith in Goﬂ to shine in
a way that could never be known otherwise. -

Sometimgs, however, the vessel is broken because of REBELLION
“Unwilling to submit' to God's plan for their life, the vessel fights

the hand of the Potter 'and mars the vessel so badly until it has no
value for it's intended purpose. .

The GOOD NEWS from God, however, is that He can take a, broken vessel:
and re-make it=-- And the vessel that he made of clay was manred in the-
hand o4 thée poitern: 40 he made it again another vesseld, as. seemed good
to the potten to makhe it. (Jer 18:4).

But you must be willing to submit to Him and allow His plan to be
worked out in your life, That's scary, until you become utterly
convinced that God LOVES YOQU. Then you know you can trust Him; and a.
peace comes over you that passes, understanding. Will you submit

today???

Teach me, O Lord, to serve as thou deservest,
To give, and not count the cost;

To fight and not heed the wounds,

To toil, afid not to seek for Yest;

Te labor and not ask for reward; .

S8ave only of know1ng that I do thy will
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Worship {(WVLC 1260AM) 11:00am

fednesday Prayer Service 7:30pm
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The Overnighg trip with the determined. WVLC will go to 5000
Youth Fellowship was Wet and watts beginning September 1  so
Wonder?ul. We learned many things; we'll reach all of Northeastern
ineluding the fact that it's South Carolina.

dangerous to put a water pistol in
the Preacher's hands! In spite of
that we still had good
participation and a good spirit. 1
appreciate everyone's cooperation.

We'll ceontinue to spotlight our
youth the next two week. This
Coming Sunday (August 23), Rev
Todd Parrish, Youth Pastor of
Horse Branch FWE Church, will be
speaking during the 9AM Service.
We look forward teo him c¢oming and
expect a real Blessing,

Then on Sunday, August 30,
Youth Fellowship
will conduct the ¢&]
entire SAM Y
Service, They
will perform
choir specials,
solos , and
instrumentals.
They will lead
receive the
bring the Message.
miss this one.

the

the
offering
Don't want to

service,
and even

Speaking of Services, We're now
hroadcasting our 11AM Service over
WVLC (1260AM) each Sunday. WWFN is
undergoing an ownership change and
it's new format has yet to be

We have finally been able to
reprint our study of REVELATION,
It's available right now (Bigger
and better than ever) for anyons
desiring it (I already have nearly
50 orders to mail). Thanks to
Brother Russel Lowder for his woul
in printing this book. It took =

tremendous load off me.
been a much requested book. I
appreciate the interest and prax
reach people for Christ.
Grace Bible

(firmecneing)
%, mﬂaga:’m on Tuesday.

~ September = 15. It
27. The Two courses offered this
Semester will be (1) Building
on Soul Winning, Prayer, Bible
Reading, Being Splrit Filled,
Learning how to Worship) and (2)
Preparing a Message- Teaching

0ld Testament Survey has also
God will use all our literature t«
Institute will begin

will run through Tuesday, October
Christian Character (A week each
Recognizing 8Satan's BAttack, and
Preachers and SS Teachers how to

use resources and . prepare a
message. Call if you need more
information.

Preacher Mike

L

To KNOW and to SHOW CHRIST

J

Grace FWBE Church
P O Box 1003
Lake City, 8C 29560

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Nonprofit Organization
U 8 POSTAGE PAID
Permit #8



CHRISTIAN CONDITIONG

"One.théng‘wrgng with Christians today is that thz2y try to live the
?hrlsylan' Life without realizing it's supposed to be the CHRIST LIFE
lived in and Thru them. All that self effort makes them tired and
discouraged so that the Abundant Life become the Agonizing Life. It's
time we looked at what the true CHRISTIAN CHARACTERISTICS are:

I. The Christian's Past -- without Christ. Eph 2:11-12 Wherefore
agmembem, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the fLesh, ...at that
time ye werne without Christ, being aliens from ithe commonwealith of
Iarnael, and Atrangens §rnom the covenants o4 promisde, having no hope,
and without God 4in the worid: No Peace, No Parden, No Purpose in Life-
--And sinners think coming to Christ will limit their life!!

IiI. His Presemt -~ jn Christ. Eph 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who
Aometimes werne 4arn of4 are made nigh by the blLood o4 Christ. Being IN
CHRIST makes us New Creatures (II Cor 5:17). We are now free from the
debt of sin and have become part of the Beody of Christ.

I11I. His Pattern -- live Christ. Philippians 1:21 For to me to Live is
Chrlst and to die L& gain, o . .

A} Regardless of the Cost- Philippians 1:20 Acconding to my earnest
expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, bui thatl
with altl boldness, as always, S0 now also Chaist shall be magnified in
my body, whether it be by Life on by death. ‘

B) Regardless of -the World- Col 3:1-3 1§ ye then be nisen with
Chnist, sech those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the
right hand o4 God. Set your affection on things above, nol on things
on the earth., For ye are dead, and yourn Life is hid with Chraist in
God. )

I1V. His Passion ~- to know Christ. Philippians 3:10 That I may Rnow
him, and the power 04 his xesurrection, and the §ellowship of his
sufdenings, being made conformable unto his death; This passion
overcomes all other passions and projects- Phil 3:8 Yea doubiless, and’
I count all things but Lobss fon the excellency. of the hnowledge 04
Chaist Jesus my Lond: fon whom I have suffered ithe Loss o4 all things,
and do count them but dung, that I may win Chrlst.

V. His Purpose -- for Christ. Philippians 3:7 But what thingst wene
gain %o me, those I counted 2044 forn Chrnisi. Bs part of the Body of
Christ, He has a function that. is specifically suited to him. He
vrealizes that if he does not perform his part in the body then the
entire body will suffer. This means living the way God wants instead
of the way the World or the Plesh says live. But that brings a Peace
that is almost unbalievable when we finally know and occupy our Place
in the Body of Christ.

Vi. His Power-- through Christ. Philippians 4:13 I can do all things
through Christ which_étazngthanath me. ALL THINGS'! WOW!!

V1I. His Prospect -- the prize the high ¢alli God in Christ
Jesus. Phil 3:14 I press towand the marnh 4for the prize o4 the high
calting o4 God in Christ Jesus. Not only was there the Prospect of
Reward for his Service but also the promise of Resurrection-
Philippians 3:21 Who shatfl change our vite body, that it may bHe
farshioned Likbe unto his gloriows body, aecoading Lo the working
whereby he 14 able even o inbdue all things unto hlméelf.

Are your living the "Christian Religion™ or does Christ live IN and
M s Pan2?D .



THE WHOLE COUNSEL. OF GOD

Never have so many people, who have so man i i
. : . WE Yy time saving devices,

spent =20 much tlme‘trylng to find the time to do what thzy need to do!
1f a product.doesn t have "Instant" on it anymore then it has little
;g:;csao: gelg?'bought. No one has time to do things the LONG way.
\ n eadline News, Condensed books, and i i
no longer than 1 to 2 minutes. nd family meetings to last

In the midst of all this stress and anxiet it'

: ; _ ¥, it's easy for people to
begin tCuttlng God short™ alsc. I want us today to see Four Principles
that w11% egable us to enjoy the Abundant Life that God promised us.
Tpese Principles are based on heeding the "Whole Counsel of God". They
will turg you‘ﬁrom-a Convenient Christian (Who only serves God during
a Convenient time) to a Committed Christian.

I. READ AND HEED ALL THE BIBLE

II. PUT WORKS WITH YOUR FAITH

ITI. DON'T JUST HOUSE THE HOLY SPIRIT- BE FILLED
Iv. DON'T JUST LEARN ABOUT SALVATION~ ACCEPT CHRIST

I. READ AND HEED ALL THE BIBLE- ALL Sceaipturne is God~bdreathed and .ib
usedul fon teachding, nebuhing, corrnecting and taraining in
righteousness, 40 that the man 04 God may be thoroughly equipped {on
eveny good work (2 Tim 3:16-17). (P1623)

Abhout the only time People have for God's Word anymore is that five
minute time after you brush your teeth; just before sleep overtakes
you. During that time they want God to comfort them, guide them,
develop them as Christians, and tell them how to live im a world gone
mad!! So they read a Psalm (They're short) or part of a New Testament
Chapter. The rest of the Bible is hard and boring. Leave that for
Preachers and Sunday Schoel Teachers. ' '

What if Public Schools only taught one Course, English; because they
thought math was hard and history was boring? What if Mom only cooked
one food because it was easy and she didn't have the time to be
bothered with ccoking more? :

When people only read the "Fluff and Favorites” of the Bible they
don't develop as Christians., Their Christian life is sick and weak
because they eat only desert and never get any exercise.

That is why we are stressing that EVERYONE IN THE CHURCH READ THE
ENTIRE BIBLE THIS YEAR. I have built most of our messages this year
around our Bible readings. I have spent over $1000 in Bibles so
everyone could have one. Why? Because I believe it's important.

THERE ARF LESSONS TO LEARN: For everything that was waitten in the
past was written to teach wus, 40 that through endurance and the
encouragement o4 the Scrniptunrnes we might have hope (Rom 15:4).

THERE ARE WARNING TO HEED: Thede things happened to them as examples
and were written down as wanningsd fox usb, on whom the dulfiliment of
the ages has come (1 Cor 10:11}. _

The 01d Testament provides the historical background by which we are
able to understand the New. The New Testament contains over 600
references or allusions to the 0ld (The 0ld Testament WAS THE BIBLE to
Jesus and the Disciples!!).

Do you listen to ALL Ged has to say; or do you Jjust pick out a
favorite saying every now and then?

The Whole Counsel of God is the ENTIRE BIBLE. Don't short change
yourself, and God, by neglecting most of it.




II.'PUT WORKS WITH YOUR FAITH- Whot good A4 LEt, my bro
eloims o have failth but has no deeds? Can Aucﬁ éiLth fﬁﬁgééiié @ man
Suppode a brother on sisten is without clothes and daily Jood.'Is one
o4 you 4ays Lo him, "Go, T wish you well; heep warm and well fed,” but
does no?h&ng a?out his physical needs, what good is it? In the Aéme
way, faith by {itself, 4§ it is not . accompanied by action, is dead
égamgs_2:14—l7): I know that the Just shall live by his faith. But if
hi: f:itﬁzdoesn t effect the way he lives then something'is wrgng with

With the Mind we LEARN God's Truth

With the Heart we LOVE God's Truth

Wit? the Will we LIVE God's Truth

Chrlsyians who say they believe God but never put any Christian
works with their faith are only fooling themselves. The Christianity
you talk about on Sunday Morning better be lived on Monday Morming,

III. DON'T JUST HOUSE THE HOLY SPIRIT; BE FILLED- Do not get drunk on
wine, which Leads to debauchery. Instead, be fifled with the Spinit.
Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spdritual songs. Sing and
mahe musie in yourn heant to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the
;g?hea 4on evenything, 4in ithe name of our Lord Jesws Chaist (Eph 5:18-

Our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. As such, we should not
defile it or unequally yoke it with sin. But it'=s not enough to just
have a house for the Holy Spirit. We want Him f£o move in and take
complete control. This will give us: - o

Power- To try to do the work of God without the power of God is like
trying to empty the ocean with a pitchfork; you'll work your self to
death and never accomplish anything. The Power you need to work and
witness is found in allowing the Holy Spirit to control you. This
filling is not a 8illy performance but a life changing power.

Pleasure- When the Holy Spirit is in Control He brings that Full Joy
we long for. This will cause us to "speak to ourselves in songs, hymns
and spiritual songs." People will see the difference in your life; angd
want what you've got!! : '

Prayer- Helps us with intercessions that cannot be uttered. Many
times we don't know now to pray. All we can see is our pain or our
problem. The Holy Spirit can help us pray for God's Will to be done.

IV. DON'T JUST LEARK ABOUT SALVATION; ACCEP? CHRIST- Multitudes of
people have heard the plan of Salvation but never have come to the
person of Salvation~ Christ. Salvation is not a game you play but =
life you live., It means we turn from the control of Sin and Satan and
allow Christ to forgive our sin and guide ocur life. It's the best
thing in this world and makes all the difference imaginable in the
next. .

You know how to be saved; why don't you come to Christ RIGHT NOW?
How sad it will be to spend eternity in-Hell crying, "I knew how to be
saved. I knew 1 ought to be saved. But I never got saved!"
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TEACHING CHILDREN ABOUT HONOR AND RESPECT

Children, obey yourn parents in the Lord don this is night. "Hononr
youn‘éathef ard @othem"--thch i4 the 41&4t commandmentgwith a

promise-- "that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy Long
Life on the ecarth.” Fathens, do not exaspernate youn chifdren; 4

g?égg)*hﬁm up in the training and instruction of the Load (Eph 6:1-4 ’

Authority ~ The lawful right to expect and enforce obedience

Honor ~ To esteem or regard highly

Respect - Honor shown towards those who are worthy

Rebellion - Active opposition towards authority and those who are in
positions of authority

RBonor or dishonor involves ATTITUDES as well as ACTIONS - respectful
or disrespectful behavioral patterns are the way we manifest, or make
known, those attitudes, ‘

The "Authority" can demand that certain Actions take place but the
Attitudes must be changed by the person involved- You can make a child
stand in the corner but inside he'll still throwing a temper tantrum.

1. Who is worthy of honor and respect ? ‘
a. God - And God spohe all these wonds: "I am the LORD your God, who
brought yow out o4 Egypt, out o the Land of sLavery. "You shall have
no othen gods before me. {(Exo 20:1-3)

b._Parents - Ephesians 6:2

¢. Elders (People who have gained wisdom in the difficult school of
hard knocks)- Do noit nebuke an ofder man harshly, but exhoat him as L4
he were your fathen. Treat younger men as brothers, older women as
mothens, and younger women ats 4sisters, with absolute purity (1 Tim
5:1-2).

in places of civil or social thorj (Government Leaders)-
Everyone must submit himsel§ to the governing authorities, for there
i4 no authornity except that which God has cstabfished. The awthonities
that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he wh? nebels
against the authonity is rebelling against what God has instituted,
and those who do 40 wilt bring judgment on themselves. Forn rulers hold
no tennon for those who do rnight, but 4or those who do wrong. Do you
want to be 4ree §rom fear of the one in authornity? Then do what 14
right and he witl commend yow. (Rom 13:1-3)

hese in places of religious, spirjtua uthority {(Church
Leaders)~The elders who dinect the afdairs of the church we&&_a&e
worthy o4 double honon, especially those whose woak is preaching and
teaching. For the Seripturne says, "Do not muzzle the ox while it ib
treading owt the grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages. (I
Timothy 5:17-18)
Now we ask yow, brothers, to nespect those who work hard among you,
who are over yow in the Lond and who admonish you. Hold them in the
highest negard in Love becawse o4 thelr work. Live in peace with each
othen, (1 Th 5:12-13)



2. How do we develop honor and respect in our children ?

a. By Instruction- "Train up a Child in the way they should go"

b, By Illustration- The way the Parent reacts to those in Authority
will have a great impact on.the way the Children react to them.

¢. By Insistence~ Guidelines must be Set~and then adhered to.

3. In yhaf areas of:a éhi{ﬁia life are honor or. dishonor revealed?
a. Verbal communication- I4 a man curies his father or mother, his
Lamp will be snuffed out An pitch darhness (Prov 20:20).

b. Non~Verbal communication (voice tone, body language, facial,
expression, eatc.) e . :

Cc. Qbedience_tq,otﬁef i%qagtbt ;ﬁthqrityefuany times, tiouhle at
school or church are the Child's way of defying authority at home.

..d. Styles of dress and personal grooming

e. Choice of companions- Now Esau
Learned that Isaac -had blessed Tacod and
had 4eni him to Paddan Aram:-ito. take a .
wife §rom there, and that when he blessed
him he commanded him, "Do noi marry a
Canaanite woman,” and that Jaced had -
obeyed his 4athern and mothen and .had gone
{0 Paddan Aram. Esau then neatized how
displeasing the Canaanite women wene Lo
hit father Iaaac; 0 he wenit to Iahmael
and manaied Mahatlath, fthe aAisten of
Nebaioth and daughiten o4 I[shmael Ason of
Abraham,. in .addition to the wives he-already. had (Gen 28:6-9).

4, Why is it importantrihatra'chiid Iégfﬁzto honor authority, and show
proper respect ? ' :

a. It is the plan of God, as revealed by His order:
. Parents o e .
Church i ___ Civil Buthority
child SRR

only God is inherently worthy of cé@pigfé Respect and Obedience. All
others are worthy only because they have earned that respect or

because God has -declared that they are to be respectéd. Obedience to
God must always supersede obedience to anyone else. L

b. Failure to do so is a sin.

w [Much of this material came from a study by Rev Joe McKnight, of
Beulah’ FWB Church of Pamplico. I appreciate it and look forward to

other Pastors sharing some of their material with me. I need all the
help I can get.] - .



@IRA@ZE GRACE F W B CHURCH

i A Little Church with a BIG Vision
(g"r(@ﬂ P.irst Worship Service . 9:0Cam
Bible Study Hour . - 10:00am

3 Vorship (WYLC 1260AM) 11:00am
rednesday Prayer Service 7:30pm

Pastor Mike Jones —— 394~3725

Vol X Num 13 Sept 8, 1992 ++ 348 Lawrence St ++ Lake City, SC

HOME COMING THIS SUNDAY

We're Classes
locking will run
for all for only
our six weeks
friends so you
and former need to be
members to here for
join us EVERY
for our session.
HOME The
COMING Revelation
Service book and
THIS OT Survey
Sunday are being
{Remember well
that we received.
start at We also
10am!?). finished
Come share the study
the on
Blessings Colossians
with us. last week.

Keep in Thank the
mind also Lord for
that the all He is
GRACE allowing
BIBLE us to do
INSTITUTE in these
hegins last days.
Tuesday., Your

September 15, Classes will run
from 7pm until 9pm. This semester
the two classes will be "How to
Prepare a Message" and "Building
Christian Character". e e e e e e

Prayers and Help are invaluable.
See you at Home Coming
(Wouldn't it be great if Home
Coming was in Heaven this Year!)
. Preacher Mike
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August 30 - October 10, 1992

88~ GRACE FWB Church

rWEDNESDY

K pifinaned
Sept 2

Sept 11 Sept 12

A
Devid Witkes, JR
Birthday

Sept 14 | Sept15 | Sept16 | Sept17 | Sept18 | Sept 19
7:30pm Woman's Rﬁnu Blise McBride Jnha_mbl.om

“Sept 20 | Sept2l | Sept22 | Sept23 | Sept24 | Sept25 | Sept26

Da;:hc;:;dy .iuultumn begins : . Birthdsy
Sept 27 Sept 28 Sept 29 Sept 30 QOct t - Oct 2 Oct 3
Rosh GBI Darnon Runion .
Hashan- ' Birthday
ah . . o C

Oct 5 Oct 6 - Oct 8 Oct 9 QOct 10

Todd/Cam (A}
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RETURNING MBANING TO LIFE

We talked Wednesday Night about what "Meaning to Life" was all
gbout.'We det?rmlned that Life assumes meaning when we have Confidence
in God_s Forgiveness Plus the ability to forgive ourself. Then we
recognize God's Plan for our Life and walk in it.

Sad}y, many people have lost this abundant Life and now live lives
of quite desperation. We're here to help change that today.

The first thing we must do is RECOGNIZE THE PROBLEM. No matter how
mug? water you pump You will never £ill a pail if the bottom is rusted
out:

210 l'et's look at the FOUR THINGS THAT STEAL THE JOY FROM OUR LIFE:

1> Rigors of Life- Debt, Disease, Death, Disasters. All these ‘
combine to rain on our parade on a regular bacis. It's hard to keep a
joyful attitude when Life keeps dropping bricks cn your head!

2> Rut of Routine- We NEED Routine; but it beccmas so »asy for
routine to trap us into a Rut, Once we're in the rut, it's easier to
stay in the rut that to make the effort needed to break out (The rut
does most of the driving for us now!). Then the Rut hecomes a grave
without ends as we want to break free from the jail we've become
captured in but find we don't have the energy or ability. We give up
Hope of change and allow the rut to control our destiny and our
destination. :

3> Ruin of S8in- Sin is Appealing. It's Fun to do (The consequences
are frightful but the actions are Fun). We must teach people to do
right but they just naturally do wrong-- I don't have to preach about
waiting your turn to attend Church; I have to tell you hew sorry you
are that you always look for excuses to miss Church!! .

8in steals our time, our heart, and our conscience (People can
justify ANYTHING). Then, when it traps. us, it pounds on us and tells
us how sorry we are and our hopeless it is for us to think we can
possible change. _

All of these "joy stealers™ are easily recognized. The easy thing
for me to do now would be to tell you to "straighten up and do better.
Then come to the Altar and tell God you're sorry”. The sad truth,
however, is that most of the people who came to the altar and just
prayed a prayer would be back in their ruts before Wednesday night!
When they walked out the door of the Church, Life would slap them
beside the head, Their routine would reguire them to do certain things
that would ease them right back into the rut, and the ballgame would
stil]l seem more antertaining than the Bible,

That's because we have left out the most common "Joy Stealer” among
people who attend Church- The Rituals of Religion. The very thing that
is supposed to Give us life ends up Stealing it!

Sermong beat us in the head instead of building us up in the Lord.
We volunteer for a task and find that other Christians are apathetic
at best and sometimes down right hard to live with. It becomes more
fun to recognize who comes in late than to really read the words of
the song we're singing. Church really becomes boring to us. We only
come because of duty, guilt, or social obligation.

How did the church become a Boulder of Burden instead of a Rock of
Rest and Protection? What causes the Solution to become the problem.



~ The answer is relatively simple. The Bible says the Meaning of Life
is ?ound in a proper relationship with Christ. We have changed that to
believe that the meaning to life can be found in Church Attendance. We
have succumbed to the greatest temptation of religion.:

The greatest temptation of religion is to BECOME WORSHIP CENTERED
INSTEAD OF SERVICE CENTHRED., Service without power found through
worsglp is inadequate, but worship which does not express itself in
gerg&ce is worthless- Or as James said it, “"Faith without works is

ead”™, . _

Madame Chiang Kai-shek said, "Confucianism worshiped ancestors, but
never built an old folks' home”™. I fear today she would say that
Christians worship God but never serve Him.

Once a scap manufacturer was arguing with a minister about the value
of religion. The Soap manufacturer said that religion had been here a
long time and sin still ezisted. At that times They pasced a Loy
playing in the mud. The Minister said that soan diaa't vwork because
the boy was still dirty. The manufacturer said, “Zat it would if it
was applied”. "So would religion", said the Ministecrx.

It's simply amazing but Jesus never told about casiting anyone into
outer darkness becausas of a particular sin. It was aluays a failure in
service. The rich man was sent to Hell because he ignorad Lazarus;. not
for any specified wrong. The Pharisees did not do anything "wrong” but
they failed to help people. The man who failed to use his talent did
not do anything "wrong"”. He was cast into outer darkness because he
did not use what God had given him, The five virgins who were excluded
from the wedding had not become unclean; they had simply let their
lights go out. .

Christians seem to think we are righteous because of the bad that we
don't do. Jesus continually emphasized the good that we should do!

So there you have it. If we are going to return meaning to life we
must return to God’s Purpose for our life. A person who loses purpose;
loses life. That's why you will never enjoy life until you begimn to
live for something. The unhappiest people in the world are the people
who live only for themselves. Life without :
meaning is the thought that if you died .
tonight it would not be a loss to anyone.

This Purpose in life is not found in
feverish activity or financial abilities.
1t is found in service commissioned by God.
It is taking the talents God has given you
and using them to benefit others.

What has happened is that we have hid our
talents for so long until they've lost
their usefulness. There are fish in Mammoth
cave that are blind. They have eyes but
they have lived so long in darkness without using them until they are
now blind. Put your arm in a sling for a week- then try to use it; it
will be almost useless. Many people who stay in hospitals for
extended times have to learn how to walk all over again.

Service in not based on our Ability to serve-~ Of the 30 miracles
recorded in the Gospels, only one is recorded in all four of the
Gospels. That one is the feeding of the 5000. The boy had only Two
fish and five loaves; but he committed them to God! DESIRE TO SERVE
cod is all that's needed. God will provide the power and opportunity.

Are you willing to dedicate yourself to Serving God instead of just
Worshipping God?? Sanctified Service will make your Worship wonderful
and give meaning to your life. Come volunteer today.




HIDDEN HEARTS

In Ezek 8:5-18 God carries Ezekiel on a trip to Jerusalem and allows
him tc see the outward sins of the people as well as the inward sins
of the Heart- Ezek 8:12 Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast thow
seen what the anclents of the house of Isnael do in the dark, svery
man in the chambert of his imagerny? For they say, The Lord seeth ws -
not; the Lord hath jonsaken the earnth. - ' :

What a horrible and a tragic thing
this was, when God revealed to the
Preacher what was Hidden in the Hearts
of men. It's important that we realize
that's the way God always looks at men-
Remember when Samuel thought all of
David's brothers would be king but God
told him to "Look not on the outward
appearance for God sees the Heart".

The fact that God sees the Heart
should make all of us aware of the
foolishness of our hypocrisy. You can't
fool God by just putting nice clothes on
the outside- Jesus said the Pharisees
were like beautiful Tombs; pretty on the
cutside but full of dead men's bones
inside. : : ‘ .

Sometimes we wish WE could see what's inside the hearts of other
veople; partly from curiosity, partly from concern. Thg tact is, God
HAS given US some Guidelines to determine what hidden in the heart of
people. Let's see if they reveal anything in YOUR heart.

This "Hidden Heart” of man is Revealed in our:

1. WAYS- The LORD saw how great man's wichedness on—t@z eanth had
become, and that every inclination of ithe thoughtA.oi his hearnti was
only evil all the time. (Gen 6:5). The wicked imagination of these
people was shown in their wicked inclinations. This Jjust goes to prove
that a person's actions on the outside reveal much of what's going on
in the inside. Your conduct over the long run is a mi;ror of your '
Character- That's why a long dating time is a good thing for a soup}e.
That's why God told the Church to “"Lay hands suddenly on no man (Give
a man time to prove himself hefore you put him into responsibility}.

2. WORDS- You brood 04 vipers, how can you who are evil say anything
good? For out o4 the overflow of the heart the mouth speahs (Mat
12:34). You talk about what you love! Let me spend a little time
listening to your conversation and I can tell you much of what
occuries first place in your heart.

Your words not only reveal the idols you love, they reveal the
attitudes you harbor. The more you talk the more you expose the .
covetousness, lust, anger, bitterness, etc in your heart. Loose lips
don't just sink ships, they reveal the Hidden man of the Heart.

3. WEARNESSES- But it's not just the SINS of our Hidden Heart that
we must contend with. There are also the SICKNESS of the Hidden Heart-

. E ISSUE OF B - Hopeless Heart. This woman had
spent all she had and was none bettered. Her sickness was too personal
to talk about but, nevertheless, very real. Her only hope was to touch
touch the hem of Jesus' garment (because it was wrong for her to touch
a man with her sickness).



What a Hopelessz Heart situat1on, until she came to Jesus! He put
health in her bhody and hope in her heart.

Do YOU have -a Hidden Heart Problem that is isolating you from family
and friends ?7 Jesus cares about you and wants to help you.

A Census taker was asking a colored lady some. questions one day when
he asked her the number of her children. "They don't have numbers,"
she replied. "They have names™. I'm glad that the Good Shepherd catls
his own sheep by name and Leads them out (John 10:3).

Don't come to Church today and leaVe as one of the Crowd, Touch
Jesus. :

OﬁAN W;TH'THE BEND BACK- Humpback Heart. In Luke 13:11-13, Luke
says ‘a. woman was there who had been calppled by a aspirit fon eightaan
yeans., She was bent overn and could not stralghten up at all. When
Jesusd saw her, he called her forward and said to hexn, "Woman , you are
4et fnee frnom youn infinmity.” Then he put his hands on hen, and
immediately she straightened up and praised God.

This spirit of infirmity had handicapped her in bedy and mind. She
had to go around bowed over- seeing only dirt and £ilth instead of
clear blue sky. Did it make her bitter and Complaining (Some people
think cursing the mechanic will start the car!)’

Are you crippled by a "Spirit of Infirmity"? ‘Do you want to be sick
to avoid facing life? Deep in your heart are you bltter at God or man
because life hasn't treated you fair.

Don't allow this humpback heart to destroy you. Learn to be 11ke a
Saint of old, "Lord I know you W111 never give me anyth1ng that you
and I can't handle ‘together". .

. MAN WITH Iﬂg n;zgg ED HAND- Heélpless Hand Heart.*Anothan +ime he
wznt inte the asynagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there.

Some o4 them wene Looking for a redson to accude Jebus, 40 they
watched -him closely +to 42e 1§ he would heal 'him on the Sabbath. Jesus
sadld to the man with the shriveled hand, "Stand wup in front of
everyone."” Then Jesuws asked them, "Which is Lawful on the Sabbath: %o
do good on to do evdl, to save £L4e on to hifL2?" But théy remained
silent. He Looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at
thein stubbonn. hearts, said to the man, "staetch out your hand.” He
stnetched it out, and hAis hand was compzzteay nestorned (Mark 3:1-5).

Many people have a2 withered hand in their heart. This man could
think of many things to do but was unable to follow through. In the
same way, many people want to change their life or situation but won 't
translate their thoughts into actions.

They intend to become more. active for the_Lord but the WILL never
gets past the WORK. Others intend to pay CGod the tithe He commands but
the WILL never gets past the WALLET. Others intend to give up some-
life binding habit but the WILL never gets past the WANT.

Jesus asks you today to "stretch out your hand” to Him. He's able to
heal your heart and get your life back on track

The Hidden Heart is indeed a Problem. In Fact, Jeremiah says it's
too sick for man to find a cure! -The heart 14 decait{u& above all
th&ngé and beyond cune. Who can undernstand ££7 (Jer 17:9).

“The only hope for the problems of Hidden Hearts is tc stop trying to
cover up the problems. Instead, Open the door of your heart and ask
Jesus to come in. today and give you a NEW HEART.

He's doing "heart surgery” at our alter right now!
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We =zre looking forward to the

giant MISSIONARY SERVICE this
Sunday night (0oct 4) at 6:00pm.
Brother Carlise Hanna, our

Missionary to 1India- will be the :

Several local FWB
Churches will Jjoin wus for this
service and we
overflow crowd!

But don't worry.
accommodate everyone. We're going
to let our choir provide. the
special music and then remain in
place during the service. Extra
chairs will be put out and we will

guest speaker.

We. plan to

have, a2 big screen TV of the
services in the fellowship
building to accommodate extra
overflow. We want EVERYONE to

attend; because we-expect the Lord
to Bless.

The last special service we had,
Home Coming, was excellent. All

look for -an.
- have
-hand out by Christmas {(Hint,

reports were excellent, the Choir
Concert was outstanding, the
attendance was  exceptional, the
food was delicious, and the Spirit
of the Lord was evident during the
entire day. It's one of those days
that you will want to obtain the
tape and share the Blessing.

1 appreciate another
fine article by Mrs
Janice Runion (Cn the
back of this page). T
hope 1t will  ‘encourage
EVERYONE in our church
to get their articles in
for our first edltlon of
"Grace Gleanings". We have some
wonderfully talented people and I
can hardly wait until you see what
God is doing in their lives. It
sure.  would be good if we could
"Grace  Gleanings"  ready to
Hint
for those of you whe haven't
gotten your articles in yet).

The distribution of literature
continues to go very well. The
impact of our radic Broadcast
continues to grow. The Ministry of
the Members of our Church
continues to Bless and Challenge.
We APPRECIATE everyone who is a
part of this great work for God.
Preacher Mike

@h-]
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I DIALED RIGHT

Yesterday moming around 9 o'clock 1 called Daddy's
house to zee if the plums I had given them had made
good jelly. When I dialed the number a strange voice
answered. Wrong numbers are awkward at best so I said,
"I'm sorry. I was trying to call my daddy and Imnst
have dialed wrong."

I hhng up and this time I was very, very careful. I
didn't wvant to disturb that man again. Well, the same
man answered again. I told him again how sorry I was
and he was real nice. He said everybody gets wrong
nunbers ance in a while and it was ckay. I said you
don't understand. I was very careful this time, I
looked at every number and did it real silow. I dialed
the right nuvber and some way you re answering my
daddy's number. He was still nice and we hung up.

I started to wait a little while to try again but I didn't. I dialed again, as
careful as a person can be. You guessed it, he answered again. I told him again I
was sorry. I know my daddy's number better than I know my own, I call it all the
time, but samething was crossed up on the lines. He said he'd just finished hoeing
the garden and was taking a break, I wasn't disturbing him. He told me his last name
and asked we who my daddy was and I told him. He said he lives about two or three

miles down the road from me but I didn't lmow him. I told him who I was and where I
* lived, he saigd he pas;&s by here all the time going to town and wanted to know who

used the ramp at my house. I told him my little girl has cerebral palsy and was
mentally and physically handicapped and it was her ramp. He told me about his
daughter that was in the hospital and we talked about how bad it hurts to see your
child hurt and how you'd take their place in a minute.

I asked him where he wemt to church, he told me where he went but he said he
didn't go every Sunday. He didn't sound satisfied. I told him where we go and he
asked where it was located. I told him Lawrence Street. I also told him I'd never

. been to a church where the preacher could explain the Bible like ours does, that I
understand so many things now that I didn't before I started going there. He asked
who my Pastor was and I told him it was Mike Jones, but we all ¢all him Preacher
Mike. He said I know your preacher, he came to see me one time in the hospital. He'd
been visiting someone else and he saw me and came in and visited me. He said he is a
wonderful preacher. He sent me two tapes I asked for and some books. I promised him

I was gomgeto care to his church, I told him if he promised him, he ocught to do it.
He said was watching a minister on television not too long ago and he called

the nunber they flashed on the screen with a prayer request and that preacher asked
for $1000. ™I tried to pay your preacher for the two tapes and books he sent me and
he wouldn't take a PENNY!" Then he told me how good those two tapes were and that he
did explain things good. He said there was good singing on them too.

All of a sudden there was a loud clicking on the line and a lot of popping and
static and he was gone. I felt so strange, I wanted to call him back but the only
nurber I knew to call was Daddy's and when I tried that number, Daddy answered. I
was so sad, he'd only given me his last name, ‘

Was the Lord wanting me to follow up on Preacher Mike's invitation to this
man? Was that man needing to talk to someone that day? Isn't it strange how in all
the wrong numbers you could get, you get someone your preacher had already talked to
and he sounded like he needed a good church to go to. I think the Lord crossed up
the lines for a little while for a reason. He could you lknow 1!

Janice Runion




TIRED OF SERVING GOD

Isaiah 43:22-28 (pP88s8)

Yei you have noi called wpon me, 0 Jacob, you have noi wearied
yournselbves fon me, O Lsnael (Isa 43:22). You have not broughi me sheep
dorn bunt offerings, non honored me with yourn sacrifices. I have not
bundened you with grain oddernings non wearnled you with demands fon
inecense (Isa 43:23). You have not bought any {ragrant calamusd for me,
ex Lavished on me the fat ¢4 yourn sacnlflices. But you have buxdened me
with youn Asdins and wearnied me with youn cffenses (Isa 43:24). I, even
I, am he who blots out yourn tagnsgressionsd, 4orn my own Lake, and
rnemembens youn Ains noe mone (Isa 43:25)., Review the past for me, Lot
s angue the matten togethen; state the case fon your inncoence {(Isa
43:26). Yourn {irnst father sdinned; yourn spohesmen repelled against me
(Isa 43:27). So I will disgrace the dignitariesd of youn temple, and I
will consign Jacob to destnuction and [sraeld to scorn. (Isa 43:28)

We live in the day o©f the “Tired Person'- EVERYONE is Sigk and
Tired--Tired of being Sick, or Sick of being Tired! . -

There are numerous reasons Scciety is so tired:

1. PRESSURES OF LIFE (Mind)- Job;, Matrriage, Children. Peer Pressure,
Pleasure Pressure, Phone Pressure..

2. PROBLEMS OF LIPE (Soul )~ Death, Disaster, Divorce, Debt

3. PERPLEXITIES OF LIPE (Spirit)- Pain, Persecution, People (Doctors
demand that people are guarantined from disease but these same doctors
demand the right to pollute their souls with topless bars!)

2ll of these combine to deplete our energy, sap our strength, weaken
our stand, and dim our vision. We no longer know what to believe in:
and we don't have the strength to find out; or fight for it once we
find out.

So we don't give up complete, we just decide that lukewarm 1s not so
bad after all. Respectability replaces religion. "Doing the best we
c¢an” replaces Bible Principles. We attend church when we can hut
refuse to be involved in Church activities (no time). More and more
our world become self centered:and "Me' oriented. God gets pushed to
the back burner as existing today become more important that building
for eternlty

I. WHAT HBPPENS WHEN A PERSOK GETS TIRED OF SERVING GOD’ (Is 43 22-24)

ve 22- Prayer stops

vs 23- It doesn't seem 1mportant to work for God

vs 24- It seems more important to spend your money on self than God

- It doesn't bhother you that you are hurting God and Breaking

His heart  ( Our ‘8in "Makes God serve" <KJV> by requiring Him to Punish
us when He would rather love us. And to Pay for our Sins on the Cross
with the death of His Only Son in order to Pardon us).

11, WHAT DCOES ¢OD ASK US TO DO WHEN WE RECOGNIZE THE PROBLEM? (25-27)
vs 2B- Claim His Grace
va 26- Communicate with God again
vs 27- Consider what happened to otherz who went back:
A) Wandered in the Wilderness- Useless Life
B) Carried into Captivity- Lost land, Fortune, and Family
"¢) Came to the Place of NO RETURN
If you're Tired, come back to Christ - Come unto me, all ye that
Labon and ane heavy Laden, and I willd glve youw nest. Tahe my yokhe upon
you, and Learn of me; $on I am meekh and Lowly in hearnt: and ye 4shatl
éind rest unte your souls, Mat 11:28-29



FAITH'S GONTACT

When Jesus turned the water into wine it took faith by his moth
ﬁctlon by th? servants, and willingness by Christ to pegfo;m zn =
unnecessary” miracle (Is this the only miracle in the Bible to avoid
embarrassment??). Moses turned water into blood to show God's
Judg@ent; Jesus turned water into wine to continue the festivities
(Isn’t that just like the one who came to give us Abundant Life!).
This miracle shows the three ingredients that are vital to our work
for God today: ,

1> Faith that God can do something.

2> Action based on this faith BEPORE we can see results

3> Willingness by God to honor our Faith, .

This Faith comes from : - : : :

a) Confidence in God- Faith comes by Hearing and Hearing by the word
of §od. You learn what God wants from His Word and have peace about
asking for it.

B) Companionship with God- You are around God sc¢ much until you
learn the things He likes to do.- :

Once you have Faith then you MUST add Action: - S

1- Before Jesus fed the multitude, the boy had to-give his lunch- 1If
we are going to reach a Million People a Month someone is going to
have to sacrifice by sharing (Time, Talent, Money).

2- Before the sick woman was healed, she touched the hem of Christ's
garment. Faith must be Specific. We must find specific ways to show
God we trust His ability- Prayer Closets, Active:Witnessing, etc

3- Before the lame man was healed, four men had to bring him to
Christ (The four men who brought the lame man to- Jesus show us how
easy it would be to fill empty pews if cars did not come to church
with empty seats). : S

4-Before the blind man could be healed he had to obey Christ's
command to go wash in the pool. If we would see the way God wants us
to go we must be willing to follow his directions blindly!

5-Before Christ raised Lazarus from the dead, someone had to roll
the stone away from his grave. We must be willing to do unusual
"foolish” things based simply on the word of God. S

6-The lame man had to reach out his hand to Peter in order to be
healed. This man wanted money to help him remain lame. God wanted him
healed to bear testimony for Cod. We must realize that many times God
will reward our Faith in unexpected ways. Ways that are far better
than anything we could imagine. | : :

Real Faith is not believing that God CAN do something with your
life. It is COMMITTING yourself to God to do something in your life,
Obeying must go with Trusting. ‘ L '

God WANTS to do something for you. God is WILLING to do something
for you. All that remains is your believing enough to commit yourself
complete and unreservedly to God. : '

sadly, some people won't make that commitment. They are controlled
by FEAR instead of FAITH: ' I
1. Fear of what other people would thing.

2. Fear of the disciplines of the Christian life. (The Cross).
3. They fear they might not be able to live up to their Christian
decision. . ' :

These are real problems but God is a real solution! Put your Faith
in Christ today. That way you won't have to fear anything life has to
offer: or death has to bring. : :



PACING THE FIRE

Wednesday Night we talked about the coming battle of "G .
{Ezek_38—39}. In it we pointed out that thegs major "p1ay2333nd Magog :
immediately before and during the 7 years of Tribulation will be (1)
The_Russian commonwealth of nations, (2). the. European Commonwealth of
Nation headed by Antichrist, and (3) the Chinese/Japanese confederacy.

We determined that the Russian army would attack the Mid-East and
eventually Israel where they would be defeated. All but 1/6 of the
Russian Army would be destroyed during this battle at the beginning of
the Tribulation and Israel will spend 7 months burying the dead.
Israel will also use the weapons of the fallen Russian scoldiers for
fuel for the entire 7 years of Tribulation (This may be very important
during the last 3 1/2 years).

The defeat of the Russian Army will allow Antichrist to be the most
powerful leader in the world and, eventually, cause him to come to
Israel, where an image of him will be erxected in the Temple
{Committing the Abomination of Desolation). This will be the sign for
the Jews to escape to the mountains; and the beginning of the infamous
"mark of the bheast" needed toc buy and sell.

Eventually, this will lead to the invasion by the 200 million man
Chinese army. As the Antichrist Army and Chinese Army prepare for war
they will be persuaded by Demonic spirits to gather in the valley of
Armageddon to do battle with God. There the return of Christ will
signal their defeat and the blood will f£low as high as the horse's
bridle. After this great battle Christ will cast the beast and the
false prophet into the lake of fire as He sets up the Millennial
kingdom.

All of these facts are fairly easy to document from Biblical
readings. You will note, however, that nothing is mentioned about the
United States. I believe that is because there is no direct biblical
refsrence to the United States in Prophecy. That leads to some
important implications:® o ' ;

1> America will cease to be a "Super Power™. Or it would come to
Israel's aid when attacked by Russia; and it would stand against
Antichrist when he proclaimed himself world dictator.

2> The world is suffering famine, disease, and death as 1/4 of it's
populations die (over 1.25 BILLION people). Nothing is mentiocned about
American help in theses disasters. Besides, with that many people
dying, surely, many of these will be Americans,.

3> One of the only things that could participate such a world wide
famine would be the lost of America as a source of food supply. That
must mean that America is no longer in a position to feed the world;
and probably ie not in a position to feed it's self!

I THINK this will mean that Zmerica is in Chaos. It could come from
the collapse of our Government (We are VERY close right now), major
catastrophes (Califormnia earthguakes, Hurricanes, fires, ete), or war
{Rusaia still has ALL their Nuclear Weapons and the Communist still
want to be in control). I den't know How but I believe it WILL happen.
My concern is what Christians will do if we facve the first part of
thiz disaster before the Rapture comes.

~--~Lawlessness will abound. How far can Christians go in the
protection of their life and family?

--Persecution will bhe Real- Many will Blame God for the troubles they
are suffering. It will be EXTREMELY unpopular to stand for Gad,

--Christians will be forced to chose between family and Christian
Principles as people starve and chaos abounds.



The Good News is that our Bile reading
last week contained not only the
disturbing prophecies about."Gog and
Magog" but also the. wonderful example of
the 3 Hebrew Children who "Faced the Fire"
of Persecution over Christian Principles
and won the victory thru their steadfast
faith. Dan 3:13-30 (P1135)

As they faced the Fire they gave us
THREE PRINCIPLES OF PERBECUTION we all
need to recognize: :

1. PERSECUTION WILL COME- Phil 1:29 Fox
unto you it is given in the bechalf of
Christ, not only to believe on him, but
also to suddern fon his sake:

John 15:20 Remembern the word that I sald
unto youw, The servant L4 not greaten than
his Lord, I4 they have pernsecuted me, they
wild also persecute you; :

1 PE 4:12-14 Beloved, think it not strnange concerning the {§ieny tnial
which L4 to try yow, as though some sirange thing happened unto youw:
But nefodice, inasmuch as ye are paritakerns "of Christ's suffenings;
that, when his glony shatl be nevealed, ye miy be glad alio with
exeeeding joy. I4 ye be neproached §on the hame of Christ, happy. are
ye; don the spinit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on theix:part
he 44 evdl Apohen o, but on youn pant he L& glonidled. : .

Whether from a collapsing Government or an increase in Satanic
activity; Persecution will ¢ome. You can count on it.

II. GOD GOES THRU THE TRIAL WITH US{!!)- The Hebrew Children were not
in the Furnace alone. God will be with you in the Fiery Furnaces you
face and even walk with you thru the valley of the shadow of Death.
What a Promise! What a Comfort! .

III. PROMOTION COMES AFTER TRE PERSECUTION- After the Trial comes the
Triumph! God will not leave us or forsake us. A great day of rewards
is coming.

Remember, it's Better to be cast intc the Furnace of Fire than the
Lake of Fire. Better Persecution WITH God than Punishment BY God. Are
you ready for the troubles that are coming on this earth? Are you
ready to meet God when life is over??
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It's a pleagsure to be able to
visit with you again and share
with you God's continued Blessings
on His work here at Grace. October
has been a VERY busy and eventful
month and a number of very
positive things have been
accomplished for the Lord at the
Church.

The Missionary Serviece with
Brother Carlisle Hanna was very
good. The Church was :full, the
message was great, 'and an offering
of $659 was received torhelp build
new building for our FWB Churches
in India. I appreciate the
participation by the churches in
our area.

With this vision of the great

Missionary work going on in India
still fresh in our minds, the
Church decided to take another
step o¢f Paith concerning our
Giving. Five years ago we could
hardly pay our debts and money was
a constant stress to us. By Faith,
we decided to follow what we
believe ig a Biblical Principle
and begin . Tithing the Church
income. Since that day, the income
of the Church has constantly
increased and we have no problem
paving all our bills or taking on
special projects,

30 now we've decided to increase
our giving from 10% to 12.5% with
the extra 2.5% going to the work

in India. The rest of the tithe
will continue to =upport the
Children's ‘Home , state Home
Missions, Foreign Missions, and

the Promotional oOffice. I commend
the cChurch on their vision and
concern for a lost and dying
world.

Not only did the cChurch decide
to increase our Tithe they also
decided to give.the Pastor a Raise
(Glory!). This $25 a week raise
will boast my salary to 5330 a

. week (Which I tell them often is

much more than 1. deserve). They
also voted to REQUIRE me to take a
day off from time to time (They
said every week but I sort of
hedge on them}. 1 really
appreciate their love and concern.
(Now you know why I say Grace
people are Great People.

We also decided to give £500
more dollars to the Promotional
Office land fund. We hope the rest
of the Churches in the state will
join us in this effort.

Our Youth Fellowship has
instituted some changes as well.
Classes will move from Wednesday
night to the First Sunday in each
month. This is the way we used to
do it and we decided to go back
because it allowed more
participation as well as allowing
Sunday School Teachers to visit
{(Continued on Back)

L
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the Adult Class one Sunday a month. And as a Spegial Treat to them on
that Sunday, Brother Ronnie Jones will teach the lesson each First
. Sunday (as well as each Third Sunday). That has helped relieve some of
the strain from me and I Appreciate his help more than I can say.

We'll conclude this busy October with a couple of Special days next

week. Next Tuesday night:- will be the £final session of Grace Bible
Institute for this Semester. We have had very good participation and I
. have enjoyed teaching the lessons. My -prayer is that each student will
be a better Christian because of our study on Christian Character and
that each Student will be able to.give a devotion on Philippians 3:8-11
any time they are asked because of our study on Preparing a Message,

Next Wednesday will be FAMILY FUN NIGHT
as we continue showing you can have fun
in the fall without promoting witches and
ghosts. It will begin at 7:00pm with a
devotion and then ease into activities
before finishing with a Hot Dog Supper
{(What Else?).: Betivities will include
Apple Bobbing, Balloon Bursts, ring toss,
Fishing , spoons, checkers, etc. 1It's fun
for everyone and everyone is invited to
dress in a costume (Of course, everyone
is aware that we don't want you to dress
up as anything that would promote evil).
Everyone is also asked to bring. a_ bag of
candy and a soft drink. The candy will be
put in bags and given out.as prizes to the kids

Once October is over the Pastor plans to take a
few .days off before we get intc the rush of
Thanksgiving -and Christmas. I will .be gons the
first Sunday .in November {(November 1) so everyone
else will have to be here. And you will want to be
because Rev Pete Bove will preach the 2am Service,

GUEST Rev. Ronnie Jones will teach the l0am Service, and
-Rev Norwood Gibson will preach the llam Service.

SPEAKERS ‘Sounds so good 1 hate missing it myself! You that
don’t attend our Church will surely want the tapes

of this Sunday.

Remember that the TIME CHANGES THIS SUNDAY. EVERYONE should be on time
for the 9am service this week as we "gain”™ an extra hour.

The sickness we've had in our Church and my busy schedule have not
allowed me to finish Volume 4 of "Miracle Messages" yet bit I hope to
get back to work on it socon. Several more articles have come in for
"Grace Gleanings" and I can hardly wait to publish this book so you will
be able to share the considerable talent of the members here at Grace.

We continue to receive excellent response from the books, tapes, radio
messages, and newspaper articles. If I could just be two or three pecple
sometimes so all that work that needs to be done could be done, we could
reach multitudes with the Good News that Jesus died for their sins and
they can have eternal life through His shed blood.

Please continue te¢ pray that Ged will give wisdom and strength to
accomplish 2ll we c¢an for Him in the time we have left. After the
election who know how much freedom and opportunity will bhe left for us.

Hope to sesa you in a service scon. s+ « « a2 o Preacher Mike Ps 16:11



- POWER QVER TEMPTATION

Matt 4:1-11 (P1366)

God does NOT give us the Power to not have Temptation! In fact, Many
Fimes the Scripture say GOD ALLOWS TEMPTATION TO REMAIN (Isn't it
interesting that we are taught by Jesus to pray "Lead us not into
Temptation™!!)

Thou shalt not hearhen unto the wonds o4 that prophet, on that dreamen
of dreams: for the LORD youn God proveth youw, +o khnow whethen ye £ove
the LORD your God with all your heart and with altl yourn Aoul- Deu 13:3
And Hezekiah prosperned in all his wonhs. Howbeit in the business of
the ambassadons of the princes of Babylon, who sent unto him %o
dnguine of the wonden that was done in the Land, God Left him, to tny
him, that he might hnow afl that was in his heant- 2 Chr 32:30-31

Then was Jesus Led up of the Spinit .into the wildernness to be tempied
of the devil- Mat 4:1

There hath no temptation taken yow but swch as L& commoi ito man: but
God 44 faithful, who will not suffer yow to be tempied above that ye
are able; but will with the temptation also make a way 1o escape, that
ye may be able Lo bean it~ 1 Cor 10:13

And Lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance o4
the nevelations, thene was given to me a fhoan in the {Lesh, the
mestengen of Satan fo buffet me, Lest I should be exalied above
measune~ 2 Cor 12:7

80 when we talk .about "Power over Temptation” we are NOT talking
about congquering our ability to be tempted. That's our dream; but not
our reality. The reasons it's like this if found in:

I. THE CAUSE OF TEMPTATION.

A} The Will of God- Matt 4:1 says that Jesus was "led by the
Spirit" into the Wilderness. God's leadership put him in the place of
Temptation- BUT GOD DID NOT TEMPT HIM (See James 1:13). (God allows us
to be put to the Test for our good (Paul’'s Thorn in the flesh) and His
glory (Job). Satan tests us to destroy us.)

B) The Work of Satan- It also says that He was "tempted of the
Devil™. Satan did the tempting by APPEALING to Jesus to do wrong. Note
that he could not make him do wrong!! He could only encourage Christ
to submit to his fleshly desires.

C) The Weakness of Self-

1> The Draw of Lust-~ James 1:14 But everny man i+ tempited, when he
is drnawn away OF HIS OWN LUST, and enticed. God WILL not make you sin
and Satan CANNOT make you sin. HNote that Temptation is:

1. A Common Problem: EVERY MAN (See I Cor 10:13). Every person
inherited the sin nature from Adam and must contend with it's pull.

2. A Varying Problem: HIS OWN LUSTS (One man's worm may be another
man's bait!l) ‘

3. An Enticing Problem: Bait is used to lure you. Sin never shows
the naked hook! Satan shows you the Bait but not the Bite of sin.

2> The Desire for Riches- But they that wifl be nich {alf into
temptation and a snarze, and into many foolisth and hurtful 2usts, which
drown men in destruetion and pendition. Fon the fLove vf money 4ib the
noot of aldl evifld: which whilfe some coveted aftern, they have enred {rom
the 4aith, and plernced themselves through with many sorxrows- 1 Tim

6:9-10. Note that this is a Three-fold Problem: (1) Temptation, (2) a
Snare, and (3) many foolish and hurtful lusts—--You WANT riches; You're
TRAPPED by your Treasures; until, finally, you're WILLING to do
anything to keep what you have and get more.




We don't have the power to AVOID Temptation but we do have the Power
to OVERCOME Temptation.

That is best seen in The Example of the Temptation of Christ:

Note: 1. The time of the temptation-
a. At the beginning of Christ's ministry. Before a man

can rule others he must prove he can rule himself (See Prov 25:28).
. b. After the Triumph of the Baptism. The greatest danger
is after a victory. : .

. 2, The places of the Temptation- In the wilderness, on a
mountain, and at the Church, Satan can and will tempt you anywhere.

.3. The nature of the Temptation- Fleshly reasoning instead
of Paith in God's Provision and Plans.

FIRST TEMPTATION: Turn Stone into Bread- Misuse a NORMAL Desire. It
was natural for Jesus to feel Hunger (Withstanding the Temptation did
not ease the Hunger-After the Temptation the Angels. came and
ministered to Him.)

Hunger is right but gluttony is wrong. Sexual desire is normal but
whoremongens and adulterens God will judge (Hebh 13:4). The tongue can
be used to spread the Gospel or Gossip! Each of these is a good thing
that can be used wrong. God can not remove the problem without harming
‘the person. Jesus did not seek to escape the desire. He simply looked
at the higher priority based on God's Word. E

SECOND TEMPTATION: Cast self off Temple to prove God's Care (Note-
Temptation 2 and 3 are reversed in Matthew and Luke. Matthew shows
Christ as King and the final trial is about receiving a Kingdom. Luke
shows Christ as a man and the final trial is about becoming a "Super”
man. Remember that a problem for one man may not be a problem for
another. Know what YOUR weaknesses are).

Tempted to walk by Sight instead of Faith. Faith TRUSTS God, it does
not TEMPT Him (Satan tries to Tempt us to. Tempt God!!). God is God
because of WRO He is; not WHAT He does. You cannot produce Faith in
God by Works (Heb 11:1) nor Wisdom (I Cor 2:5).

THIRD TEMPTATION: Worship Satan to receive your Kingdom- Accomplish a
good thing at the wrong time in the wrong way (It's right to want to
pass the exam. It's wrong to cheat to do so.)

There are no "short cuts" or "easy rcads"™ to Glory. The Cross must
come before the Crown (Most of us will never win a sweepstakes- we
will earn our living by the sweat of our brows). Satan tries to get
us to lose Patience or compromise on Principles- Be careful that you
Wait on the Lord and Work His Way.

The POWER that Jesus used to overcome Temptation was:
1. SWORD OF THE SPIRIT- The Word of God. It's important to KNOW and
USE the Word of God as you face life's Temptations.
2. SHIELD OF FAITH- Confidence in God's care and God's Plans. This
will "Quench the fiery darts of the devil" (Eph 6:16). When you're
confident that God will give you what you need then 8S8atan can't tempt
you to do wrong to get something else (Remember Eve).
3, SPEAXING WITH AUTHORITY- "Cet away from here Satan". Words of
defeat and doubt only encourage Satan toc continue attacking you. When
he sees you stand firm with and for God he will realize he's defeated.

What a great joy to know The Load hnoweth how o deélven the godly ocut
o4 temptations, and to resenve the unjust unto the day of sjudgment to
be punished: (2 Pet 2:9). God is faithful; lean on Him.



THE WARMING WIPE

When King David was old and well advanced in years, he could not heep
warm even when ithey put covend oven him. So his senvants said to him,

Let us Look for a young virngin io attend the hing and take care of
him. She can fLie beside him 40 that ourn Lord the hing may heep warm.”
Then they searched throughout Israel for a beautiful girl and §ound
Abisthag, a Shunammite, and brought hen to the hing. The girl was veay
beautiful; she took care of the hing and waited on him, but the hing
had no intimate nelations wilth her. 1 Kings 1:1-4 (P588)

Abishag is one of those interesting incidents in the Bible. She was
a laﬁy who became a Queen but without all the rights and rewards that
go with it. Her main function was simply to use the heat of her bedy
to act like an electric blanket,

Sadly, Indications are ‘that, following King David's Death, she was
placed in a position of permanent widowhood. The last place we hear
mention of her is I Kings 2:13-25 where Adonijah tries to secure her
as a wife in a continuing effort to seize the kingdom from Solomon
(Which results in Solomon sentencing Adonijah to Death). There is no
indication that Solomon married her, so it appears she was destined to
never know the jov of marriage.

We know a few things about this "Warming Wife", Abishag.
1. Her MORALS- We know she was a woman of high morals because she was
a virgin.
2. Her BEAUTY- We know she was a woman of great beauty because she was
chosen above all the other girls of Israel and the scriptures say she
was very beautiful. :
3. Her FUNCTION- To Care for the King and keep him warm.

The point of the Message today is that 1 feel there are many people
who resemble this "Warming Wife" in there Church work and their
relationship to the Lord. They are "warm bodies™ in the Church but
they never enjoy the full benefits of the Christian life.

Their MORALS are acceptable to Society (and maybé even God). They
have a form of BEAUTY in that they dress and act acceptably. But they
think their only function is to be present in service from time to
time and boast our body count. More and more they find their moral
values matching those of the world (R-rated movies become normal, -
Heaven is not as important as resting at home).

There is WO INVOLVEMENT in their Service- Since they only provide
"warmth”™, they feel no need to become inveolved in Church activities
and outreach. They don't think of themselves as a vital part of the
BODY of Christ. They consider themselves more in the order of clothing
to adorn the body and keep it warm- if they aren’t there then the body
will find something else to wear.

There is NO JOY in their service. They have the name of "Queen" but
they never enjoy the Rights and Rewards that go with it. They never
testify of answered Prayer. They never obtain special Blessings from
the Lord. cChurch services are endured instead of enjoyed. Therefore
they never withess to a lost and dying world about the benefits and
Blessings of being a Child of God (and the blood of lost multitudes
will be on their handsti)}.



How do you stop being a "Warming Wife™? How do you change from being
a "warm body" into a vital member of the Body of Christ?

I. DESIRE- Abishag and King David lay in the same bed but there was
no desire to have an intimate relationship. The very essence of
"Lukewarm Christianity™ is satisfaction with the werld. Rich,
increased with goods, and having need of nothing; you don't mind
sharing a little warmth but you really don't want to.spend the time
and energy necessary . to build a relationship (And you can rest
assured, it takes time and effort). :

. It takes DESIRE to have a Daily Devotion. it takes DESIRE to get up
and get to Church by 92 0'clock on Sunday. It takes DESIRE to change
your Christianity from a Religion into a Relationship.

I1. COMMITMENT~ Bbishag didn't
marry the King, she only served
him. As a Result, she was
excluded from Rights and Rewarda.
Many Christians need to make a
COMMITMENT to God and Church that
is just as binding as a marriage
COMMITMENT is supposed to be (I'm
talking about supposed to be, not
the way it's made today). Our
Youth Fellowship cannot function
if our Young People are more
committed to outside activities
than they are to-Church. Sunday
School Teachers who consistently
miss Sunday services and
Wednesday Night services show
their class a lack of COMMITMENT . .
to God. There is a Responsibility that comes with accepting a job for
God. : : o : ’

HWe need COMMITMENT from our men to be a part of this great work for
God- Upkeep, Service to others, run the Camera and PA, take the
leadership in going forward for God. : ] .

We need COMMITMENT to consistent attendance. God has given thls‘
Church one of the greatest Opportunities we could ask for. We don't
need just “"warm bodies"; we need COMMITTED CHRISTIANS who will be
faithful to Sing, Serve, Pray, and take their place in the Body of
Christ. .
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Are you a "Warming Wife" Christian??? God calls you today to become
His Bride- with all the Joys and Rewards that brings. How sag it would
be to live with the King, sleep in His bed, .and yet be cast into
exile. Jesus invites you to. come accept Him as Savior and begome part
of the Body of Christ- The Two become One!., Will YOU make this
commitment today??? : .
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It was a great joy to be abie to

visit with the wonderful members
of Beech Springs FWB Church in
Mississippi again. I just ean't
figure out why I get old and fat
and they don't seem to age a day!

When 1 pastured the Church we
were considered a country Church.
Now they have a Sam's, A Wal-Mart,
and 2 major mallg within 3 miles
of the Church. I believe God has
great things in store for this

Church. They're right in the:
middle of everything now and 1
lock forward to God richly

blessing their work.

Meanwhile back at Grace, the
Lord was blessing the services
here as 1 knew He would.
Everythzng went so smooth until I
don't think they even mlssed me'

I really enjoyedp
looking at and {
listening to the |
tapes of the
services. It's times
like this that make wme really

appreciate our tape ministry.
~ One of those "Four Star" tapes
is5 the tape of the Wednesday Night

service. 1 left Brother Marion in
Charge and he "volunteered" Susan
spring, Hope Frye, and Connie
Mathis to give their testimony.
Cet thi tape. It will thrill your
soul. st ask for the Wednesday

Night Testlmony Tape,

‘people get

I1f you " haven't attended our
Sunday Night Service at Sam
recently then I recommend you make
a special effort. This Sunday we
will talk about "If President

.Clinton smoked pot, why, is it
~.wrong for me to try drugs?”. We're
looking for Biblical

answers to
deal with this captivating habit,
Then, the Sunday hefore
Thanksgiving, we will look at how
to deal with the fact that many
“"put Downs instead of

Praise”

That will be.—x ' s
followed on Nov LML
29 (Our regular __Iroae e
fifth Sunday 'Eg2 -m@}
Youth Day) with
Brother David Ingram and the Drama
Team from the Lake city

Pentecostal Church. This will be a
great time for young and old
alike.

December 6 we will talk about
the "Pain of Pornography” and
learn how to keep from getting
burned by this fire.

December 13 we will look at our
obligations to the Homeless as we
prepare to celebrate the birth of
one who became homeless that we
might have a home in Heaven.

The "Sunday Night" place to »fe
is at Grace Church at 9%am on
Sunday Morning.

(Continued on Back)
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Speakxng of Sunday Nights. I'll be speaking at Beulah FWB Church this
coming Sunday. night as their pastor, Rev Joe McKanight, continuves to
recover from his heart problems. Pray thaf God ~would bless this
opportunlty to share our ministry. ’

And I certainly would be remiss if
I didn't highlight our annual PRAISE
SERVICE on the  Wednesday Night,
before Thanksgiving. This:is one of
ny favorites services of the entire
year as every.person in the Church
is given the opportunity to share a B, e . “L” b
time of Praise and Testimony. What a - 4 it Era Tf - ;é‘ My -
jor e, s o eenee ene vicn TR AN sgwmg
ancther and then close with sveryone : BR
holding hands and joining together i
in Prayer..1 can hardly wait!!

Thinking about our Praise Service made me want to stop and Thank God
tor His continued Blessings on our Outreach Ministry. I received a call
roday from someone who Just wanted to share that God had really spoken
to them thru this week's newspaper article. And I .just filed a2 mnice
letter from a Bible Institute thakt obtained some of our literature to
give to all thelr students. And we recently received word that the
literature we' ve been giving to use in the local jail ministry may also
soon be used in a state prison! How we praise God for this Opportunity.

: Praise alsc leads me to think of those whe
give that this work may continue., It takes
over $1000 a month now to pay for radio time.
buy tapes and booklet materials, and mail
books, tapes and newsletters. It never ceases
to amaze me when I see who God uses to provide
this money. I literally weep sometimes when I
open a letter with a few crumpled dollars in
5 it. I know that many of the people whe

PASFS%&HEESK c_:ontribute to this work or on fixed or low

income and they could find multitudes of other
. places to put their money. The fact that they
are willing to Anvest it in reaching out with
the Cospel of Christ thrills my soul. '

I pledge to you again that I will try to spend your money as
conservatively and as faithfully as ¥ can. I'1ll alsoc work as hard as I
can to reach everyomne we can with the resources God gives thru His
faithful servaats. The new "anti-God" government we have wiil make it

increasingly difficult in the days to come. This only increases my sense
of urgency.

Looking for you in one of our Sunday nght Services at %am
soon., Continue to Pray for God's Wisdom and provision.

Yay the Lerd Bless you as you serve Him . . . Preacher Mike Ps 16:11
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HORDS 0OF JESUS

Last week we mentioned that Lide and Death are in the Powen ovf the
Tongue (Prov 18:21). We normally apply that to the DANGERS qf loose
talking. It's important that we see that it also says "Life" is in the
pover of the tongue: _

Physical-Courting Weords lead to Married Children
Spiritual- Foollfhness of Preaching, men are saved
Emotional- Encourage

Intellect~ Knowledge

Remember the words of Provers 25: 11 A wond 4itly spoken 1s Like
applesr of Gold in pletures of Silver.

Today, I want us to loock at some of the WAYS Jesus used words. He
always examine His Words in order teo detegrmine God's Will and Ways. I
think it's also important that we see the way He talked soc we can
apply those princlples “to our own conversations. Then, maybe, we can
effect people in the same way Jesus did.

GRACIOUS WORDS: ALL spohe well of him and wene amazed at the gRACAOUS
wonds that came from his Lips. “Len’'t Lthis Joseph's son?” ih?y Qéhad.
(Luke 4:22). Bvery translation I loocked at translated this either
Gracious words or Words of Grace. Grace is "Unmerited Favor" apd
refers to an unearned gift. How can we learn to amaze people with
Gracious Words? Can we learn to talk to cthers in the same way, and .
tone, we would like to be talked to?? '

BUTHORITY WORDS: _

A) To Demons: "Be quiet!*” Jesus sald sfexnly. "Come out of him!”
Than the demon threw the man down bedorne them altl and came cut without
dnjunding him. (Luke 4:35). We must deal with temptations and Satanic
attacks with Authority so Satan will know we really mean business. You
all know the story of the woman who was trying on a new dress she
could not afford and Satan urged her to buy it anyway. "Get thee
behind wme, Satan", She said. "It looks good from back here also.”

Satan said! Satan does not cbhey Word Games. He needs to be told with
authority-Like your tone of voice when you mean business with a child.

B) To Disciples: Simon answerned, "Masten, we've worhed harnd all
night and haven'it caught anqth¢ng. But becawse you Hday Lo, I will Let
down the nets.” {(Luke 5:5), Words based on the Bible that will cause =
person to walk by Faith instead of sight.

BUILDING WORDS: Then Jesaus said to Simon, "Dan’'i be afraid; §rom now
on Jou willd ecatch men." So they pulled ithein boats up on shorne, Lefi
everything and foflowed him. (Luke 5:10-11). Words of Encouragement
and Challenge. Words that motivate instead of destroy.

HARNING WORDS: Then Jesus ondened him, "Doen’'t iell anyone, but go,
Ashow Yountseld to the paiest and odfen the scaniflees that Moses
commanded for youn cleansing, as a testimony to them." (Luke 5:14)

Instead of telling this man to broadcast his healing, Jesus told him
to obey the Bible. When he didn't, it greatly hindered the ministry of
Jesus—Instead he went out and bagan to talh frecely, sprecading the
naws., Ab a rebult, Jesus could ne Longen enter a town openfy but -
staged owitalde in Lonely places. Yet the people ALiLEL came to him drom
everywhene {(Mark 1:45), We must warn people to follow Bible Rules
instead of Fleshly Wisdom- Donahue, Ophrah, Abby.

If you are going to be like Jesus then learn to Talk like Jesus.



GOALS

We all need goals. sSomething to work
for, something to accomplish that makes .
us feel as if we have done scmething.
Everyone seeks the approval of someone. I
hope that the someone is God, and I hope
that the desire is so great that you will
do something to gain that approvald.

Paul gives us some idea about thls in:
(P1611)
PHI 3:12 Not as though I had almeady
atiained, eithen were alneady penfeci: but I 6o££aw adten, L4 that I
mey appnehend that fon which atlso [ am apprehended o4 Christ Jesuws.
PHI 3:13 Brethnen, I count not myseld to hove ¢ppazhanded but Lthis
one thing I do, §orgetting those things which are behind, and neaching
fdonth untoe those things which are before,
PHI 3:14 I press towand the manh 604 the prdize oé tha h&gh c¢££&ng o

God .in Cha&ét Jesws, ‘

With thls in mind, I would llkﬁ to challenge you to make your
Goal the prlze of the: hlgh call;ng to which God. called you.

Paul had asplratlons as He talked to the Phlllpplans in todaz s
scripture. Let's see how he went about accomplishing them and apply
these Principles to our Livés thig year.

I. DISSATISPACTION- "Not as though I had already attained, either were
already perfect”. There will be no growth without dissatisfaction-
only complacency!! When you say I am xnich, and Aincreased with goods,
and have need of nothing;” (Rev 3:17) then you are indeed poor. There
gen?rally must be Pain if their is to be Progress (Diet, Muscles,

ete )

Rz long as we are satisfied with 35 we won't have 75. Az long as we
are content to let others do things ‘then they generally won't get
done. As long as you are content to live in Sin and face a devil's
Hell then you'll never be saved. As long as you are content to live a
slack, lukewarm life then you'll never amount to much for God. Are
You Satisfied with your Life? with your relationship to God, with your
destiny? God, Grant us some "Divine Dissatisfaction™!!!

II. DIRECTICN- "I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which
also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus". Recognize God's plan for your
life and get in it, You'll never he happy or complete until you become
at Peace with God.

Sin is coming short of the Glory of God- missing God’'s plan for your
Life (The reason it's wrong to lie, cheat, steal, do drugs, etc. is
because it is not God's plan for our lives.). Are you drifting thru
life like the chaff from wheat; to end up in the fire! I KNOW that
part of God’s Plan fer me is our outreach ministry-- even though I
don’t have the talent or the time to do what I think needs to be done,
vyaet God has gripped my soul with this (Somewhere down in the depths of
YOUR heart there is a burden for something-- something you're :
dismissing because of circumstances or courage. Allow God to fulfil
His plan in your life today. That's what Abundant Life is all about:
accomplishing CGod's Purpose and Plan for You.



God called Everyone to be a WITNESS (ACT 1:8 But ye shall neceive
rowenr, aften that the Holy Ghost A4 come upon you: and ye shatl be
witnessres unto me both in Jerusalem, and in alt Judaam, and Ln
Samania, and unto the uttermost part o4 the eanth.).

Everyone is encouraged to STUDY {2TI 2:15 Siudy to shew thyaal{
approved unto God, a workman that ‘needeth not to ba aéhamed nlghtty
dividing the wond of fautn}, :

Evervone needs to PRAY (lTH 51 17 Pray without ce¢¢¢ng)

II1. DISTRACTION FREE- "this one th1ng ‘I do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are
before.™

Don't allow Past mistakes or pleasures to hold you- Heb 12:1 Lot ws
Lay aside every wedight, and the .4in which doth 40 easily beAet ws, and
Let ws nun with patlence the nace fhat.is set before ws, ,
"the caresz of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, the lust of
other things enter in and choke the word and it becomes unfruitful®

There are generally 2 time periods that cripple men-~ the Past and the
Future!! You can't go back to change the past or recapture a past
pleasure but you c¢an waste your life waiting for the "Future”™ to
produce the "right™ moment or set of circumstances. We need to pray
with the Psalmist, Teach wus to numben oun day4 0 Load thax we may
apply oun hearnts wunto waédom.

What is hindering you from running the race God has set before you-
God can conguer your circumstances (Daniel in Lioh's Den, Hebrews in
fiery furnace, Habakkuk's doubts, Hosea's adulterous wife), Slay your
enemies (David and Goliath), and provide strength to overcome (Joshua
at Jericho).

IV, DETERMINATION- "I press toward the mark for the prize of the bigh
calling of God in Christ Jesus.".

Most’ people s problem is that -they thlnk the wholev
purpose of life is to "cuddle™ them!! They aren't
willing to deny themselves, Take up their cross,
and follow Christ--~ and one day they will hear
Jesus say, "Depart from. ne, ye that work iniguity,

I never knew you.". o -

What is your OBJECTIVE in Life??? If Christ is
not at the center of it then you need to change it.

What are your OBSTACLES to living for God??? God
is greater than any problem you have or may
encounter.

What are your OPTIONS if you continue down the
road you're on?? Will you end up controlled by Sin
and Satan and in Hell forever? Or Will you have a
mansion with Christ forever because you have
accepted Christ as Savior and now live for Him77?.
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By the time most of you receive
this, I will be repenting over all
I ate at the Adult Class Party!
Joel Jones invited our Adult Class
te his home to eat Steamed
Oysters, Oyster Stew, and BRar-B-
Que Hog and, nice folk that we
are, we accepted his offer!?

I really appreciate his
kindness; especially since it
allows everyone to attend without
having to worry about how slim
their budget is (And most of us
aren't going te worry about how
fat our waist is!). Resides, it
allows everyone an opportunity to
visit the area in which I grew up.

Joel has also helped the church
recently by purchasing a remote
unit and a new Color TV for the
NHursery s¢ that the people in our
Nursery can now see, as well as
hear, our services. That makes it
much much better for the people
who attend to thisg needed
Ministry.

As you can see £rom the enclosed
calendar, December activities are
in full swing. All of the Classes
will have their class parties this
week, The Choir will go Caroling
next week, and the Christmas
Programs will be presented the
following week. It's just a great
time to be alive as we celebrate
the Birth of our Savior.

For as long as
anyone can remember,
the Church has

designated the g
offering on the Sunday ™=

before Christmas as
our "White Christmas OFFERD"!G
Offering". It has

always been used to take care of
any building projects the Church
had. This year the Church decided
to use it instead to help
Missionary <arlisle Hanna build a
Church in India. He can build a
new Church for 55000 dollars, and
that's our Goal! I'm very pleased
with the increasing Mission Mind
in our Church,

Which leads us to Missionary Ron
Moore (Ivory Coast). He will be
with us in Revival the first week
in February. More about this
later, but put it on your prayer
list now that @God would greatly
use these services.

The reason you have not received
Miracle Message Volume IV is
because we have been busy trying
to reprint Volume I and II. We've
got so many books that need
publishing, and we don't have the
money to send them to a printer,
20 we purchased a $500 stapler
last week and we're trying to deo
the printing and binding ourselves
(Which is a lot of work).
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Brother Russell Lowder has been invaluable for his work in printing
this material for us (It takes a lot of time and effort to run off the
nearly 50,000 sheets of paper in a book).

Then comes the wonderful work of- ‘Janice
Runion and Debbie. They help put together and
staple these 50,000 sheets into books. That
means walking around, .our book binding - ‘table'
cver 1000 times!

And all of this is only for the 1000 new
copies of MM Volume II. We've still got to
reprint Veolume I, Print over 3000 copies of
Volume IV, and then reprint most of our Bible Study Books! And I
anticipate needing from 3 to 5 Thousand copies of "Grace Gleamings" when
that is printed sometime in the next few months. And you thought your
Christmas season was busy!

Of course, if I had around $20,000 I could send all this work to the
Printer and get on w1th doing some more work. But until God sees fit to
send it our way, we're going to do what we always do- What we can, where
we are, with what we have. And I THANK those of you who continue to give
s0 that we can do what we do.

The reason wa need to print more books is because people have gotten
the ones we had! That means God is uses them to speak to hearts. The
reason I orxrder thousands of audio tapes each year is because we give
away thousands of tapes each year to people who want to hear the message
of this mlnlstry. i TG

And our Video Ministry just continues to increase. §
Last week, I had to buy over $100 dollars worth of §
blank video tapes just to meet the needs of TWO §
services. One of these is our annual Praise Service §
(I've been watching it again as I make copies during §
the writing of this letter. Every year I think it
zan't get better; and every year it does sol). The
other service was our Youth Sunday in which the Drama Team from the Lake
City Pentecostal Church put on skits during our 9am Service and our
young people showed off their talents during the llam Service. This was
another exceptional service; and many people have requested tapes.

I'm make more copies as fast as I can =o get your order in today.
You'll want to lock at them over and over again.

By the way, we don't just have activities and Outreach. The Lord
continues to Bless in our Church as people are saved and learn to serve.
That's been evident recently and I'm encouraged by the way God is
working in the lives of people. New pecpla are coming into the Church
and more people are becoming involved. You can feel the spirit of Love
among the people; and the Power of the 8pirit in the services. Praise
God from whom all Blessing Flow.

Brother Ralph McAllister has arranged for uws to have McDonald Biscuits
this Sunday between our 9 and 10 am service; and we have those delicious
Breakfast Casseroles next Sunday. Come eat with us. We'll feed you
Physically as well as Spiritually; so you can leave church saying it was
good to be in the house of the Lord.

........ ] May the Lord Bless you and give you a Great Christmas
K Season. Just remember that God's Gift at Christmas was His
o Son who came that we might be saved. Don't get mc invoelved
4 with Presents until you miss His Presence and fail to
- ;accept the Pardon He freely gives. Christmas w1thout Christ

is like getting to the Adult Party late. All you'll £ind is
empty shells and bare bonest!! . ., . . . . Preacher Mike Psalm 16:11

A Child is B
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Christian CGuidance on Contemporary Issues Pastor Mike Jones

DRUGS

Question- "If President Clinton has experimented with Drugs, why is
it wrong for me to take Drugs?" This is just an eye catching way to
get you to recognize the power and popularity of Drugs in today's
society. That means it's an issue that we as a Church CAN NOT and )
SHOULD NOT ignore. "Hiding.our heads in the sand™ will not Protect us;
nor will it help those who are already in the Battle.

More than likely, BEVERY CHILD in our Church will be offered the
opportunity to experiment with Drugs. We must instill principles in
them now that will enable them to handle these temptations when they
come {(These Principles, by the way, apply to most temptations you will
face in life. Learn them now and let them help you all through life).

While most people are CURIOUS about the forbidden, they are aware
that the CONSEQUENCES far out weigh the satisfaction of Curiosity.
This is enough to keep many people away from the "Door to Danger” but,
sadly, some will find themselves almost irresistibly drawn toward
taking a peek behind the '"'green door". " : T o

I want us to look this morning at THREE of the POWERPUL PULLS that
draw us into experimenting with harmful activitiés orx that draw us
back into repeating harmful behavior. Then I want us to get a few
Scripture Verses that can help us become overcomers. RS

I. PEER PULL:

--"popularity"-Everyone Else is Doing it.

--"Prestige”-You're a "chicken" if you don't try it .

Society is simply a large mob guided by the latest Fad or Fashion;
or whatever Feels good. As the Family Structure continues to break up,
people seek to £ind the love and acceptance they are missing by
becoming "one of the Crowd". Since the morals of the crowd are morals
of conveniencde, thig Pull is always a DOWNWARD PULL. )

Prov 4:14-15 Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go noi in the
way of evil men. 15 Avodd Ait, pass not by it, tuan from it, and pass
away . :

I1I. PHYSIOLOGICAL PULL: . :

--It makes me feel good (And Society constantly affirms that the
ultimate goal of every person is to "feel good").

-~I'm under a lot of stress and I need a way to relax (And I don't
want to take the time and effort to do it in normal ways). . .

1 Cor 6:12 ALL things are Lawful unto me, but all things are noi
expedient: all things are Lawful 4on me, but I will not be brought
unden _the powen of anu. - : :
IIT. PREYSICAL PULL :

~~I'm weak and can't resist my craving

--I perform better when I give in and take drugs _

You're fighting for your very life; and the more you give.in, the
stronger the chains become. that are strangling you. ) ’

1 Cor 9:25-27 And every man that aitniveth for the mastery 4is
tompenate in all things. Now ithey do it to obiain a cornruptible crown;
but we an incorrupitible. 26 I thenefone s0 nun, not asb uncentainly; »o
dight I, noti at one that beateth the ain: 27 BRut [ heep under my body,
and baing it into subfection: Rest that by any means, when I have
preached to othens, I myseld should be a castaway.

The Power of God is Greater than the Pull of Drugs. But God does not
FORCE this Power on you; He offers it as a Gift. Make the Right Choice



Christian Guidance on Contemporary Issues Pastor Mike Jones

THE PAIN OF PORNOGRAPHY

SSome of thls Material is taken from our Teen Class Lesson; from
Issues From the Edge™ by Gospel Light Press- Excellent Book)

Eph 4:17-192 (P1605) So¢ I telfl you thils, and insist on it in the Load,
that you must no Longen Live as the Gendiles do, in the futility of
thedin thinking., 18 They are darhencd in thelr undernstanding and
separnated from the Life of God because of ithe dgnorance Fhat 1s 4in
them due to the harndening of thedin hearts. 19 Having Lost all
sensitlvity, they have given themselveds guen Lo sensuality so0 as to
indulge in eveny hind o4 Ampurnity, with a continual Cust §or more,

Pornography affects the lives of everyone. We are bombarded with it
in ads, books, TV, and Movies. We are lured to it by Societies
fixation on it and by our own sinful cravings. If it does not affect
us then we must deal with others who are effected by it. Today I want
to look at the Pain that Pornography causes and determine how we as
Christians should react to it's increasing prevalence in Society.

Pornography comes from a Greek word meaning "Whore-writing" or
descriptions of the activities of whores. It is the representation of
segually explicit behavior intended to arouse sexual excitement.

"only 10% of Pornography depicts normal heterosexual activities
between one man and one woman (normally not married to each other).
Over 90 percent depicts perverted sex.including group sex, rape,
incest, mutilation, torture, sex with animals, sadomasochistic
activities, bondage, homosexuality, child molestation, eating and
drinking of body waste, and even murder in "Snuff £ilms"." (Adapted
from the "California Care Coalition Fact Shezet™-1990).

The primary consumers of pornographic materials are male adolescents
between the ages of 12 and 17, te whom this material is easily
available: There are more stores selling pornographic videos in the
United States than there are McDonalds! Pornography is available in
Book Storegs, Convenience stores, from ¢able TV, dial-a- porn telephone
numbers, and vending machines. The pornography industry in America
today is an $8-Billion dollar a year operation (85% of which is run by
organized crime).

This pornography is used to titillate the person and to break doun
the resistance of youngy people, Worst than that, It is the leading
cause of many sex c¢rimes- The United States Department of Justice
stated in 1988 that 1 in 3 females and 1 in 7 males will be sexually
molested before the age of eighteen.

These Sex offenders normally follow these four steps:

i» Add1ct1on to Pornography

nqtsr1ais in order to get the same sexual stimulation as hefore.

3> Dezensitization to the material's contents. Gross and Taboo
material now becomes acceptable, and even sought.

4> Imagination is translated into Action. You believe that Women and
Children really WANT you to assault them; as the victims in movies and
books depiet., You think everyone else’s mind is just as corrupt as
yours. .

i



THE APPERL OF PORNCGRAPHY- Men and women respond to sexual stimulants
in different ways. Men tend to be sexually stimulated by visual
images. Therefore they are quickly attracted to pornographic materials
which are visual in nature. '

Men tend to give love to get sex; whereas women tend to give sex to
get love (If you really love me, you'll go all the way with me).

Pornographic material appeals to men because of it's visual impact
and it's openly sexual acts. Little time is "wasted" on developing
relationships or considering the emotional needs of the female
partner. Sex is merely a physical act.

Women, on the other hand, are drawn into sexual arousal through
emotional, romantiec, and relational stimulation. They like "steamy"
romanca novels, soap operas, and romance in the media rather than
pornography {(Although women CAN be corrupted by, and become addicted
to, pornography. Many times they begin viewing this material to please
the male in their life. Scon they begin to think this is "normal"
behavior, one that they should engage in-My first counsellng with a
sex addict was a Lady Sunday School Teacher. This is not just a Male
problem]

THE CORRUPTION OF PORNOGRAPHY— Exposure to Pornography causes one to
become more tolerant of dev1ant sexual bhehavior, trivialize rape, and
show a marked callousness for the pain caused by wrong use of Sex.
Pornography causes sexual arousal that releases the chemical
epinephrine in the brain. This chemical is just as addictive as
narcotics (Which helps to explaln why some people continue in
pornography in spite of their knowledge of it's harmful effects)..

Romans Chapter 1 says that this slide into sexual corruption
culminates in God giving them over to a reprobate mind that considers
Fomosexual and Lesbian relationship correct (Rom 1l:26- 27)

THE ABOMINATION OF PORNOGRAPHY - Mat 5:28 But I ieflf you that anyone
who 2ochs at a woman Lustfully has alrcady commiticd adulteny with her
in his heart. Pornography perverts our relationship with the ones we
love. Even more than that, it corrupts our Heart and defiles the
temple of the Holy Spirit~ 1 Cor 6:18-19 Flee {rom bexual Ammonality.
ALL othen Adns a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins
sexually ains against his own body. 19 Do youw noi know that your body
i4 a temple o4 the Holy Sp¢n¢x who L4 in you, whom you have necedved
4fom God? .

WHAT CAN WE DOT
1. _;gg__ggg;ng;ﬁﬁg;ggg;gpgxr Eph 5:11 #Have nothing 4o da w.ith the
{ruitless deeds of darnhness, but mathern expose them, :
2., Offer Help and Hope to those addicted to Pornograph x Many people
who are sexually addicted suffer from low self-esteem and .deep
emotional paln that drives them into a world of fantasy in order to
escape the pain of reality. We must show them that God Loves them and
that they are Valuable to God and the Church.

Most people are too ashamed to admit that they have this problem. We
must show them we offer Compassion .instead of Condemnation. They are
not "freaks"; Just fallen.-God's Power and Love can offer Forgiveness
and change.

3. Teach People that God's Pla Plan is for Sex to be part of a marriage
relationship. It is too powerful to play with in dark corners and the
back seats of cars. And it is even more Deadly and powerful in the
dark theaters of your mind where it will warp your personality and
short e¢ircuit your relationships.

Pornography causges Pain for You, your loved ones, and God. Don't let

it tran wvnn






