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Truly God is to be Praised for
HIS BLESSINGS during the
Christmas Season. We had some of
the best services we’ve had
recently and I thank evervyone
for their effort and
participation.

THE SERVICES: The Adult Cantata
and the Children’s program were
very good. I have mailed a
number of the tapes of the Adult
Eantata out already and the
videos of both services are
available. Many people helped in
the Christmas Morning Service
and made it not only one of our
best attended but alsoc one of
the most enjoyed of the year.
Then on the Wednesday following
Christmas we were privileged to
have REV ROBER TRIPF speak for
us. He was visiting his family
for the Christmas holidays and
his visit came at a most
opportune time for mej} since I
was so tied up with a death and
the sickness of my Mother-in-
law. It never ceases to amaze me
at how the Lord provides.

THE SACRIFICIAL GIVING: I can’t
say anvything but "Praise the
Lord"” for our Christmas
Offerings. "White Christmas" was
over %4600 (For ocur Building
Fund) and the Christmas day
offering was over %1200

Grace Free Will Baptist Church
P O Box 1003 348 Lawrence St
Lake City, S5 C 295&0

JHE SORROW: Christmas night our
hearts were saddened at the
death of Miss Linda Thrasher but
I appreciate the way evervyone
helped during this time of
SOTrTOW. '

Then Paula’s Mother took
critically 111 the day after
Christmas [actually she had her
first attack the Wednesday
before Christmas but was able to
be home for Christmas] and PRaula
and 1 spent most of the rest of
Chricstmas week in the hospital.
She is continuing to improve but
we still covet your prayers.

We plan to bL.2ain the New Year
with a Blessing instead of a
"Bang" when the RICHARD LEE
FAMILY join us this Sunday (Jan
8) at 6:00pm for a special
Musical Worship Service. You
might as well come expecting to
get yvour heart blessed!!

I'm writing this at 4:100am so
I hope it makes sense. Just
wanted yvou to know that God is
still Blessings us far more than
we deserve and we’re still
praising HIM for everything. It
sure is good being a Christian!
Hope you have a great year of
service ftor the Lord.

Preacher Mike.
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I"UI—IE BABE OF BETIHH_EHEM
Luke 2:11 FOR UNTO YOU 1S BORN THIS DAY IN THE CITY OF DAVID 6 SAVIDUR, WHICH IS CHRIST THE LORT.

Bethlehem is a Place of:

1. Fu1f111mept [God keeps His PROMISESI- Beginning at Eve and weaving -~
thru the entire Bible is God’s promise of a coming Messiah. It was
finally fulfilled at Bethlehem

A) God is Dependable- He’ll do what He said He’d do. He said He
would provide GRACE and He did soj; He said He’l1l bring JUDGMENT and
He’1ll do sot

B) God is Punctual- He has an accurate watch! Gal 434 BUT WHEW THE
HRWHSﬂmeEHM COME, GOP SENT FORTH KIS 50N, Sometimes in your heart of hearts
you think God doesn’t know or care but He’s working circumstances in
such a way that the "cake" of your crisis will come out of the oven
exactly done; instead of half-baked!!

C) Bod is Accurate- When He chose Joseph and Mary in Narzareth He
already knew "Tax time" was coming! . and they would be in Bethlehem
when the Chrijst child.was born,

The "Babe of Bethlehem"” means we can rest in Peace about the
Promises of God!

——

2. Freedom [God Provides us PARDONI~ A Saviour is Born.

A) The WAGES of sin is DEATH- But the Babe of Bethlehem would die
on the Cross of Calvary to pay sin’s Price for all who believe.

B) The WORK of sin is SLAVERY- We bagcome servants of sin and dupes
of the Devil until the Truth sets us free! The Babe of Bethlehem
shows us that it’s not Pleasures, Prosperity, or Power that satisfies
the craving of our heart but PEACE WITH GOD.

No wonder the Angel choir broke forth into song when.the Babe of
Bethlehem was born; They knew it was the begimning of the end of
Satan’s hold on mankind. : ‘

3. Fellowship [God comes in PERSONI— John 1:14 &40 THE WORE WAS WADE FLESH, &M0
THELT ARCKG GGy (AND WME EEHELD HIS GLORY, THE GLORY AS OF THE GHLY KEGOITER OF THE FATHER, ) FULL GF GRACE &
TRt God came and dwelt among Men to show Man God and to show God
man! Mow we can grasp God (who is Spirit) and God can understiand man
ftwho 1s flesh).

John says there are 4 reasons why Christ was Manitested in the Flesh?
T. REVEAL ETERNAL LIFE- 1 Jn 1:1-4 THAT GHICH WAS FRDN THE BESIMNING, WHICH WE RavE
HEGRD, WHICK WE HAVE SEEN WITH OUR EYES, WRICH WE HAVE LOGYED UPDN, AND OUR WAWES HAVE HGNDLEL, OF THE WAL
O LIFE:  (FOR THE LIFE WhZ MANIFESTEG, MWD WE WAYE SEEN IT, AND SEAR NITNESS, AWD SHEW UNTO VO THET ETEFY
LIFE, WNIEH WAS WTTH THE FATHER, ANG WAS RAMIFESTET UNTD U553 ) . THAT WHICH HE HaVE SEEN ARD HEARD DECLARE HE
UKTD YCU, THAT YE ALSD HAY HWAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH US: ARD TRULY OUR .FELLOWSHIP IS WITH THE FATHEE, A4 WITH HiB
Gt JESUS CHRIBT. AMD THESE THINGS WRITE WE UNTO YO, THAT YOUR JOY BAY BE FLL.. - Jn 17:3

II. TAKElﬂuﬁy SIN- I In 3:5 A&ND YE EHDW THAT HE WAS NANIFESTED TO TAKE ARAY OUR SING: AND
IH  HRIH Iz ¥ BId.

I11. DEFEAT SATAN- I Jn 3:8 _ HE THAT COMWITTETH 5i# 15 OF THE DEVILS FOR THE DEVIL 3INAETH
FiRli¥ THE BEGIRNING. €08 THIS PURPGSE THE SON OF BOD WAS MAHIFESTED, THAT KE BIGHT GESTROY THE WORES BF THE
GEVIL. ' - : .

V. REVEAL 60D°S LOVE- I Jn 4:9 4 THIS WAS SARIFESTED THE LOYE OF 50D TOWWRD 85, BECRUSE
[RAT G0 SEWT WIS ONLY BESOTTEM SON INTO THE WORLD, THAY HE WIGHT LIVE THROUGH HIH.

As the world celebrates the Birth of the Babe of Bethlehem let’s
not get so wrapped up in the PARTY until we miss the PEACE, the
FARDON, and the PERSON of Jesus. And be sure not to miss the Gift
He’s giving you— Eternal Life by Faith.
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Someone asked me what to do if
it "rained on your picnic®. 1
told them to sing in the raint!
1t’s that time in our Church
right rnow; almost every family
in the church has a sickness or
Circumstance right now that is
causing them distress. I have
been expecting such a time to
come to us after the great year
we had last year., pMow it’s time
to "sing in the rain" and use
this time to manifest our trust
in the Lerd as we reach forward
to an even greater year of
service for the Lord in 198%.

I have shared some far
reaching and Miracle demanding
goals with the Church for the up
coming yearj goals that will
demand a great deal of effort,
energy, and enthusiasm. I have
some of those same type goals
for the outreach work but it can
basically be condensed into one
sentence— "We want toc at least
DOUBLE the number of people we
reach thru the Qutreach Ministry
this yvear!® I presently mail
arocund 600 newsletters twice per
monthj; I1°’d like to have at least
730 on the list by the end of
the year. I hope to add at least
4 new Bible Study Booklets to
the ones I presently have on the
shelf- "Revelation", "Nehemiah'",

"James"s "I Timothy", "0O1id
Testament Survey" and "A Teacher
Training Course". We have

recently added Video Cassettes
of our services to the Audio
Cacssettes we have been
distributing and loox for 1989
to give us a way to include TV
in with the Radio broadcast of
our Morning Services. There are
several more “"Spoons in the Pot”
but it all boils down to trying
to reach as many people as
possible with the Gospel. Those
that will come tn our Church
we’ll Welcomzs *hose that won’t
we’ll try to rcach!

I — Thoszs of you who
cannot attend our
Services we ask that
you Pray for the work
here ana for the
Outreach Ministry. [Paula and I
also covet your prayers for her
mother., She is to have apen
heart surgery again this Friday.
It has been a very difficult 3
weeks but we hope this will be
the begirmning of the healing
process].

Sunday Night at L
&£:00pm we are ‘@
pleased to WELCOME
Tommy Grabam for a
special Musical
Presentation. Hope
you can share the Blessing!!.

Grace Free Will Baptist Church
P O Box 1003 348 Lawrence S5t
Lake Citys, S C 29560
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very since Adam asked
ve "hWhat do yvou mean,
a Fig leaf dress

doesn"t go with your
hair!" men have been
trying to figure out women. This
Sunday’s final Video in the
"Focus on the Familv" series we
have been using 1n cur Sunday
School tries bEo answer some of
those guestions as Dr. Dobson
taliks about What Wives wish
their Husbands knew about Women.
The Videos have generated a
great deal of Discussion and
comment and 1 look forward to
having some entire class perilods
tu reach some biblical
conclusions during the remainder
nf this Sunday School guarter.,
{The Adult Class meets in the
Fellowship building each Sunday
at loam. Coffee, Hot Chocalate,
and (IT I can get a "Volunteer}
some sweets are available as we
inok at the Bible together.
We're very informal and ouir
desire is not to talk AT you for
at hicur but to help you learn
Fow to KNOW Christ as your
Fevrsonal Saviour or SHGOW Him in
real life situations. I really
believe 1t can be one of the
most profitable hours a person
can spend during a weekl.
IO L LEES b
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January is narmally a "Slow"
month for the Outreach Ministry
but 1t hasn’t been that way this
so facll [ APPRECIATE the help I
have received from these fine
fulks and Erust God will richly
blecse for sharing in this work——
Mellow Bellflowers, Janice
Funion, Lila Tisdale. Joshua and
Matithew Frye, Mable Parker, My
and Mrs W C Bell: Mr and Frs W M
Mixon, Marion Coker, Mr and Mrs
Davig Brown, and Wilma Gaskins
{iri Memory of Linda Thrasher and
Stella Rogers). Couldn’t do it
without you and 1 thank vyou.

During our FPrayer fiestir g
tomight we’ll be looking ab =
minute video abhout "Joshua
conquering Jericha'. Then we’1i]
discuss some unconpuerable
"walls" in ogur lives and try tu
determine God’'s Furmula for
bringing them down. Heve are a
few of the lessons we learn from
Joshuas
1. Drne Miracle often leads to
the need of another {(God brought
them across the Jordawn Kiwver bur
He did so at one aof the masl
fortified cities of Canaan. I
would have picked a "nothing"
city to begin but God wanited to
deal with the main problem
first. How often in ocui lives
are we so busy emptying the ash
tray until we ignore the
blinking oil light that sigrals
real danger!).

2. ¥ou must be willing tao be
*fooplish to follow Bod’s #lan-
1t seemed ridiculous ta Jushua't
army and to the inhabitantzs of
Jericho for the army ta simpy
march around the city but that
was what God wanted. Une of the
turning point days in my life
was when 1 decided 1 would be a
“fgol for Christ". Every
Christian comes often to the
guestion, "The Cross or the
Crowd". Their reaction
determines their usefulness to
Gad. ’

3. Sometimes Miracles take time-
IT Joshua would have stopped
atter 4 days and sald 1t was 1o
ugse then Jericho would not have

fallen. I'm convienced *that
multitudes of people miss their
miracle because they are not
patience with their Faith. God’«
delays are not Bod’s denlials.

I pray God will give you Joy
in your Journey ang Faith in
yvour Trial. Once we get past
"Jericho” and avoid the sins of
Al there’s a whole promised lasnud
just walting to be conguered.
Let’s get to 1t!tl!

Preacher Mike Fw 1&a:l1
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Mark 13:32-37 BUT OF THAT DAY AND THAT HOUR FROWETH WO HAW, WO, HOT THE AHGELS WHICH ARE IN REAVEL.
FEITHER THE SGRs BUT THE FATAER.  TREE fE HEED, WRTOH Ah FRAV: FOR YE REOW MOT WHER THE TIRE I3, FER T2
SR OF MAR IS A3 A NAN TAYING A FAR JOURWEY, WA LEFT HIZ HOUSE, AMD GRVE AUTHBRITY Ti HIS BERVANTS, AHD 70
EYERY BAN S BORE, w0 CONMAMDED THE FORTER TO WATCH. WATDH VE THEREFORE: FOR YE KNOW NOT WHEN THE HASTER O+
| HETH, AT EVEM, OR AT MIBNIGHT, O AT THE CODECROWING, OR IN THE HORWING: 'EST COMING SUDBEHLY W
EFIRG. ARD WHAT 1 5S4V UNTD VOU T 347 UNTC ALL, WATCH.

The Lord’s Return ought to be a time of EXPECTATION but it also
ought to be a time of PREPARATION. Christians ought to LONG for His
return and LIVE so as to be ready for it at any time. This involwves
e than "Theological Discussions" about future events; it means we
&utively alter our lifestyle to SHOW Christ so we can get as many
people as possible to KNOW Christ as their Saviour. I hope an Acrony.
of lhe Word "Wateh" will show us these Respounsibilities.

ﬁﬂetﬁs—“whaF you Say-Matt 12:36 BUT I SAr UHTG YOU THAT EVERY {OLE WORD THAT HZR SMAL
sreni Tnbe SHeLl BIVE ALCOUNT THERETF. IN THE DaY OF JUDGHENT.

i Abogut God- Don’t use the Lord’s name in vain/ Do spread Gospel

B} About Peo FPeople- Goussip- thou shalt not go up and down as a
talebearer in thy land,

L) To People- Words can cut deeper than a sharp sword (See Heb 4:10
where the Word of God cuts this way. Sadly YOUR words can also)

rictions— What vou Do- Matt 16:27 FOR THE WHDFPM‘WALE I Ik THE GLORY OF RIS
FniBER RITH HIS AMGELS 3 AHD THER HE SHALL REWARD EVERY MAH -ACCERDING TO KIS WORES.

A} Wrong You Do- Is society your Judge or God

B Riaght vou Fail to Do~ James 4:17 70 HIf THET KNCWETH TG L0 600D AND LGETH IT HCT,
7% nik IT 13 SiH.

"t houghts— What vou Think-Prov 23:7 FOR &5 HE THINKETH
Cov 10:35 CRETING DWW IBREIARTIONS, AND EVERY HISH THING THAT Eué&e.TETH
G Oly She BRIBEING IMTD CAFTIVITY EWERY THOWGHT TO THE QEEDIENCE OF CHRIZT;

f+i About your PROBLEMS- Don’t yield to Despair or Depression

B) Lust- Logking with lust. Men shoulan’t look and women shouldn’t
greas o make them (Example of the house in our community that no ono
lived 1n; they had to put a sign up saying it was not for sale to
beep people from asking them if it were faor salel! When you dress to
erxpose yourself don’t think it unusual that someone looks).
FJemptation is not sin but can lead to sin.

IN KI5 HEART, 50 I8 HE: I
ITSELF AGATHST THE KNOWLEDGE OF

iﬁonpanions— Who You Associate With— Ps 1:1 BLE3RED I3 THE Mad THAT ®ALKETHR WOT IH

iab CUL@TL OF THE UNGDDLY, WOR STAEDETE IN THE BAY OF SINNERS, ®OR SITTETH IH Tie Scal OF THE STORNFUL.

£y Wisdom— “Counsel of the ungodly® kWhere do you get vour basic
beliefs? Television, Tell-a—-{riend, or Trashy newspapers

B} Way- What guides your goings? Do you dress like the world wantg

and =zay whal the world thinks is fashionable? "lay down with dogs and
pick up fleas"!)

Flazits— What Controls You-I Cor &:12 Hil THIHGS ARE LAWFUL UKNTD HE, BUT ALL THIKES RR:
ROT EMPEDIEWT: ALL THINEE ARE LAWFYL FOR ¥E, ®IT [ WILL NOT BF BAJUGHT UNWDER ThE FUWER OF ARY.

&) lndulgences— Nervous eating, smoking, TV, etec. Things that
control you in a Bad way. How Can you Tell?? Try to stop! Can you
Fast Tor o day? Can you lesve TV off for a week? Can vyou honor the
chiurch by not smoking at Church? A "Right" becomes a wrong when it
gains control of you.

B Wrongs~ Drugs, Alcohol, etc. Things that defile or disable the
temple of the Lord (Your Body).

re
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2. Ho6 You won’t be caught by surprise—- Mark 13:33, 34
PRAYE FOR YD FRGH 0T WHEN TiE TIHE 15, LEST COWIRG GUDDEMLY ©E FIWD VU SLEEFIS.

with the HVDDLlltPB“ Matt 24:48-51 &

Hr"ﬂ[uj :ﬁjtl |;i,

nerr
HINL

HOW DO YU DO THIS? )
t. The Power of the Spirit is able to produce change in your liTe &

liTe style. That Power is only available to the Born Again. The
Spirit enables the Christian to remove a “"negative" and replace it
wiihh a Fosltive (See Eph 4:282-32)
g. The Faith and Admonition of the Word

=1 Faith Comes by Hearing the Word of God.

3) Wisdom comes from Heeding the Word of God.
That’s why constant regular attendance in Church is so important.

Ehrist could caome TODAY.
ARE ¥OU REAQADY?T

fire yvou SAVED?

Aire vou SERYINGT




z r.bﬂr -
TI'}E’_E are e ] -' ( jﬂ»e - 5 .'; ”:?E ﬂstc’r 1-11 rCﬁJh“ .
O _ Mar gL i
fmrp;?gCh (1 k”g;JIkes and Commer o LY N
be | " leqg ChiCkE Wag Called ‘ S about ho I p
& dUEI_—_g s " an [N G py eg eter -
weelkl ) No Wonder- Fre i?tEd to go flsfh bec knows he’s Lai“
» ut bE" S g '?].hgl) up Wwith *
n . in ge a ¢
ang rE‘SDCInSIbil . _g Eal]ed to be So tll ed e aanUnt P
ecduge cve 1 leg a pEFEQn -] Pastc”_ e hDurS of .
% e c a
Shoulg bleng N_Y Pastar is g Pe?n attain f3test honor .
astor e Fit 1th that of the son gg orec
} -F 17 a ) DE'Q 1
W1E neeqy trait one church but poeof o his Personal;
S0mEe g S and tga) not at S wh
Qenera) dlents ¢ T ; Y Some
nad Charact H cr h‘lS arti . hérefore
Wihat Peter Bristiceg Particular Bvery pgoy

: t .
talks about, hat Every Pastor m but there =
d thE‘SE I TS

éigniiE.Ei?Eﬁ§ WHICH ARE ANERG ¥p
i?:ﬁT‘FHn;hﬂtR OF THE GLggy THaT
:hEhtuF‘ HIT BY Cig

U I E g s . . .
EHﬁlLEi‘gTFx’E!*‘;‘:ﬁ?Em WSO AR ELBER, aNp 4 yy7ypcy OF THE SuFFes
e o COBTRRINT, WUT I ey o e CED THE FLOCK OF GO0 iy 15 sp o

e o P8R s BUY BERE Enzawpigs tp e oonol FOR FILIRY LUCRE, BT gr & pern o MO U,
Wk IF GLOFY THaT pg o TETRE FUBCK. ARD WHER Tup curer el READY BINDS REITHEE -
< AT FROETH 8OT iy BN THE CHIEF SHERHERD SMALL cpros '
a5 BESPDNSIBILI' wHT. = b RFFERR, Tt
In Christ’g g,

82r =

shuuld be about Kis Master! A Pastor’s Messac,

B) To Share (a part
S aker). The messa
v fro ) er _ ges of a good Pasto - i y
{j;\f;sﬁéngrgfth}slrelatlonshlp with Christ. He too was arsi;:e?TmZié
i 4O ] riais and temptations of life i = - |
erxperienced before they are erhorted. T TEseages are

£. 1Feed the Flock among you- The Pastor is both Shepherd and Sheep!
As_Stepherd- he is responsible to see that the Sheep Grow, are Guidéd
green pastures, and are Guarded against the world’s wolves,

B} &g 2 _Sheep~ he mingles with and understands the needs of the ot
sheep. (See Heb 2:16-18 for Christ’s example of this.) A Pastor must
with lhe people to know their problems and live with God in order to

moeloo Fhem .

3, Fulfill leadership responsibilities: )

Y Motlvsied to lead ~Mot becasuse it’s what people expect but becau:
1L7s what God requires, A sign post tells you what’ s ahead;: a leader
shiows you how to get there.

By Muney is mnot his goal- He ministers not for Profit but as a Propt
Me must accept the fact that he will seldom be paid what he’s worth b
he must never be just waorth what he’s paid!

Cry Manages by examples, mnot just orders- He does not try to "lord owe
his people, he tries to lift wp his people. He is not building his
kingdom bub the kingdom of God. |

D Must labor by Faith~ Sometimes one plants, one waters, and anoth:
reaps the fruit (I Cor 3:46),. You must labor realizing your reward wil!
come when you meet the Lord. Success in the ministry is simply to Fre-
and Fray, and Plug away! IT you’re where God wanis yvou to bes doing w!
God wants you to dos, God will take care of results; and Rewacdst!

{See 11 Corinth &6£:3-10 Tor a practical example of such a Pastor)

I'd rather be a Preacher than President!! For a President only leao
nation while a Pastor poinis men to a fTorgiving Saeviour and a future
i Heaven.
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Bible Lranste! =

desires’ .

5. They forget the fact that God is eternal- 1\Qiy ;% ?2 ivt
thowsand years amd a thousand years as 1 day with Tod. He i 2
Lountl Lo the ssme time schedule a% man.

17. THE PROMISE- 9-10 Christ will Return

A Delaved due Lo mercy ot slackness- God wants all to be 5aveq.

B3 1L'w atcomplishment will be uneypecten and suddeni 35 4 Eirled .
[0TE: There are 4 "Lays”

in Sevaplures
i. Day of man~ from Adam’s fall until the Second
man has liberty to do as he pleases

el

2. Day of Christ— Whewn Christ comes to rapture His oride
3. Day of the lLord- when the Lovd has Jis day
upon Liie ungodlys the Tribulation
Y .

N

Lovent when wneaved

U7 w1S1oLig Juoument
and Millennium time.

L Day aof Goud~ the g eal Wnite Throne Judgment and the restaraliosn

of the earth and heavens to 1t’s former

gloiry.
ITY1. THE PURPOSE OF ESCHATOLOGY- 11-14 Not ta entevtains: to
enliyhten us in order to:i
vy Prompt toward Holiness-— THILEY & b
Buptieh OF FDREGHR QUGHT «E 70 RD 10 PLL ROLs wvs L1 {1
B} Push us to Witness~- The way to "Hasten" the coming
s te o win His Bride [Meatt Z4: 14 540 ThHIE GhaPEL OF TAE fTachld il
Lu FOR & MITHERS URTD Ao ®AT10RE3 ARD TS0 SRecL THE ZiD LOHE.) Witrnessing sav
Loel and hurries the Loerd. See also Actes 1 6-H.
£ Anticipate the new world— ve 135 HEYEATRLILEE ME, ScLBRDIRE TO wmiZ A%00sh, 17
Sl REfhida e A HEW EakTH .
v Prepare to meet God-— 3REIEG JHAT V0 LDEE FOE SN0 THIMRR, BE DILIGEAT Tedn oF Bad g
Thoui Lr Wid IL FEeDLy KITERIE BPOT, RND GL L3, When He returng we want Lo be {awa
wf Him: 1. IN PEACE- No matbtler 1f the

world dissolves!
S a by ide {(Washed in
"Jewnous Paid 1t A1l

2. WITHDUT SPOT-- Blaod)
3. BLAMELESS-
THE LORD WILL RETURMS

MAYBE TODAY. ARE YOU READY 777
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I returned at We are pleased to WELCOME Mr.
noon today from W € Sauls as our special Gideon
a 3 day stay in Speaker this coming Sunday. He
Columbia while will spesk during the 11:00Cam
Paula’s mother service and I know it will prove
i < was having heart & blessing to everyone. Brother
B surgery. As most W L recently had a major Heart
of you know she attaeck himself and we're
was on the operating table ready thankful the Lord had allowed
to begin her surgery on Friday him to stay and minister to ue.
the 20th and the doctors had to
stop. The Surgery was Tinally e * % *Ex > 2 3
completed vesterday and we hope
everythirng will qo alriaht now. One of our Church goals this
FPaula and I have been year 1s to average 73 in our
"separated” for a month now and Sunday School., It can be done
my members hope she will soon be but it’s going to take a lot of
basck home so the preacher won’t "Prayer and Perspiration”. A
he so grumpy!! Our 19th combination of those two is at
Anniversary is Monday the &6th of work in our Frayer Meeting right
February so I told her to tell now. We have prepared a list of
the doctor her mother had to bhe over 100 names of people who we
nome by then or I’d expect him believe should attend ocur Sunday
to treat us to a nigkt on the School (We actually think a lot
town! more than that should attend!!)
Seriously, I APPRECIATE the and we are praying for them esach
many prayers that have gone up week, Step 2 wiil involve
for Paula’s mother. We have put contacting each person and
her 1n the Lord’s hands and I showing them that we are
can’t think of a better place interested in them and in their
for her to be. relationship with the Lord.
It is at times like this that Join us in Sunday School this
you reslize how important it is week. You just might learn
to have Christian friends to something that will change vyour
Fray for and with vou. Thanks. family, your persoponality, or
FPREACHER MIKE PS5, 16:11 your eternal destiny!!

L |
Grace Free Will Baptist Church NONFROFIT ORGANIZATION

P 0 Box 1003 348 Lawrence St U S Postage PAID Permit #8
Lake City, B C 29560 Lake City, S C 29580



TE ST YOULIFE 371 FBL_ED RO R IDEE:

I. WHAT BOOK DOES IT COME FRDOM? (Circle correct answer)

1. The Burning Bush: A) Genesis B) Exodus C) Leviticus DY Numberc

2. "Blessed are the Meek; for they shall inherit the earth”

AY Mark B) Revelation C) Matthew

3. The Ten Commandments: A) Genesisz B) Exodus C) Numbers

4. A& Description of the "Virtuous Woman whose prices is above
ranies": A) Esther B) Ruth ) Psalms D} Proverbs

%, "For S5od so loved the world He gave his only begotten son”

A} Titus RB) Jude C) John DYy 11 Peter

IT1. QCCUPATION (Draw a line cormnecting the Person to their occupaton:

1. Gehazi A) Hunter

2. Cain B) Harlot

3. Esau C)» Handmaid to Sara

4. Hahab D) Servant to Elisha

S. HMsgar E) Tiller of the Ground

IIT1. BIBLICAL NAMES AND WORDS: (Underline the correct explgnat;on
that applies to the word listed?

Dorcas: A Woman or a City

Festus: A Weed or a Governor

Hermon: A Man or a Mountain
A
A

Shekel: Dish or a Coin
Tarsus: City or a Spice

aFwh e

IV, FDUR LETTER NAMES (Fill in correct answer)
1., The Beloved Physician:
2. Israel’s first king:
3. The man Ruth married:
4. Writer of next to last

Mew Testament book:
J. Killed bhis brother:

V. PAHABLE POINTERS:

{(connect the FParabile to something in it)

1. The Rich Fooi Neighbor

2. The Prodigal Son Word

3. The Good Samaritan Bigger Barns

4. The Sower Hog Pen )
5. The House built on Rock Storm

A PRAYER FOR TODAY

What God Claims i Yield
What I Yield God Acreptis
What God Accepts He Fills
What God Fills He Uses

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO YIELD 7O 80D TabDAyY??
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People were 13

o ﬂngprgggd;::ed Uf by the thousands Friday to catch a glimpsiz of
i1y e Pre ar;a a; '€ paszed by, The winmer of today’s Super Bowl
g e iﬂpcolde }n_tﬁginext few daye and thousands of people will
e D9t 0 th-:a‘rxd?h to see_them Pass by, Yet here we are in the
povse of Go s %{L wg Can meet with and Worship the God of the
'Qieis? and nogne seems to care if He passes by b 11
ma;ﬁfd;fciﬁea-t]Te }?fpur ChuTch where almost every family has a

}jﬁp S tr?i glmdlfflcult circumstance. I'm glad to know in times
wﬂq{ {U iomﬁd_t eaus_1s Passing by and HE HAS JUST WHAT WE NEED. 7T
e B0k s se;e;al well kn?wn times 10 the scripiures where
s hth 2o U: a?E elped people‘and then I want us to LET HIM DO
;Elc QQEJY?”f' : xa@p1e of Qar in Curve; slow down before but
the proﬁlmms ngp e;ﬁ;tw;f“:réf9931 e aSReT oo G T ane
Wives the problems more fu?ce)?lng vOH 30 99 38 =fow down. That just

;i Hiimalr with the issue of Blood (Mark 5:25-34)- He Gives you Help
is?ﬁiggﬁﬁggggglg)— Jesus was BUSY. He had just tast the demons oui of
f ”Pfﬁfe¥ard streakaf“ and as soon as he returned to town he recelve.’
T:aipih?% J§:1u§’5 daughter was grgvely ill, O the way to minister
:igg*é I;g: ;hsfwgfn?éesgggfnﬁfghhlm wantiﬁg h?EE and infnrmatjon

=i 5 you somebimes?? You can handle oue
crlalh,-mayhe even twoi but as soon as ane thing gues wrong W
ETHrytﬁiﬁg seems to fall apart and it's almogt éofe tharn yéu Cam Copa
w;ihr The example of Jesus here is very lmportant. He dealt wiih eacf
vOLEls as 1t unfolded. He didn't try to “get ahead of himself” naor
dadl He dry bto do it all at once).
. EuEQEhly in the midst of this throng of FPeople somecne TOUCHED Him.
hwf Situation was desperate- Spent all she had on Boclors and nathing
aelter. Hape had dimned, Healih bad deteriorated. But her faith :
Lrwught her to Christ and she made a "Point of contact” in His robe.
Fe e passing by here today and if you will guit threonging Him and in
Sample Tatth TOUCH Him, he can meet your reeds,
Z. Blind Bartimaeus {iuke 18:35-43)- He Gives you Guldance (Fram
e Daviknwss)- Again Jesus was BUSY with a throng of people when
Has Lliod men hears his opportunity to have his needs met. He didn’i
getl disccuraged, mor did he allow himself to be si1detracked. He hnew
if e could contact Christ he could get light and he didi! Christ
Paw Jdirecbion for you in your garkness also (Example ot new machine
thael veads words from a page and translates it into sound so the
Bivivd cae “resad" their mail. Christ Translates !ifs for wsi),

e Zattliazus (Lulke 159:1-10; He Gives you Salwation (8 MNew Life ang
_hew Fulus g)— Zacchaeus was "up a tree" ! He had everything but his
et owas enpty . Wheon Jesus passed by Zacchesus was willing to look
"Fualtish” 1n arvrder to sge Him. Jesus called Wim:s ceme into hilis house,
ardl L anwformed hise life, He's passing by today to do the same thing
like the Passover in Egypt you must hawe the Blood

4=

Tor you—- Lut
P ved s
e & are 3 Ways People deal with life’s Problems:

. Fowiboa bt Use thelr own power to fry Lo get thru lide
Bllow Lhe winds of circumstances Lo dedicated what they

- Paiiboualb-
o sl where they go.

3. Ftwasbnat—- Fowec to maintain course and get a jcb done.

passing by tu deliver you from yvour own strength, and

to an abundant lifes. Don’t Miss Him'!

W ERE G 1 S

Piie s whnanginyg Clircumstances,
3 Y
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FEa ZoirSy fnl full

- b P TV -
Thie Opposate ot Encpursagoemnent s Dibgourag@mwﬁfi Tpf Ehgft;a??:g<“
fat ot people are. They arw discour aged becagfg ﬂfA;‘fiixf:qH; tné»
therry Vocation, ar Whelr Loctalicyo, Loake Lh@.unliffe?'m; %:D;“ Jr
Guar el about wear ing the sams clth&s, e%tlﬁq.LT$'??Tg mrqyﬁ ;LV
faciong a firght to oblain the Fromised 1§NU w1 b Jsu-lf fﬁd;,: s
(e Fact Lhe God provided them freedom iz‘m'r;‘-s].aver?i- fooud for the
picking ups and a Promise to dedeat all thelr &meﬁjg?n e
Tuday 's Chrlistian has sore malerial youds than mv?lﬁmfou‘:,i%
wizihiuds and aids available than ever, and moreqoppuxt¢ﬁnfui :%th;g;
sty tor God bthan ever befure. Bulb many u{ Lbrzin ?p?nu m:l e
"Tripping over theic troubles" and ﬁeverijearn LU.Jf LA
criztarious LifTe. Let’™s determineg how we Can Live an top o

1

Leadtce P

B
i

i3

™

IR

o .
T T el derm

L. THE CAUSE OF TROUBLES- You aeed to reslize there is o PEdsut T
pul [ P 1, R}
Lt by oubles in your life. They don’t just bappen WJLHJUtvlhyLUJ

TUHRETH HuT FoR

Feov T
(BRI RN

OO THE ST, MEUTR

B

Sra-T ALTADUR APTLILT =
% B fhw IE RDRM usTl TROUBLE, A3 Tof GBFSARD FLY ofesil. You naver gt Ui
trovnle- you must learsn to live von Top of Troubles. WUULWUnL-. ;
erep o and NEVER, NEVER QUIT. The unly way you Can G0 Blyem oo
vats see the reason for the troubles and accept that s eacoen.

b May Bas

b ram bR

biobhigstisement Tor sins- to Develop and carrect was.
Lo & May for the Lurd o Redicsct yau
oo usalen unli) perserualion caae) .,

iDisclples wouwlid oL Lo e

Lhoe_way Yor the Laord to Pumiple vou- Faul in 1T Cor 12
T = . A e 3 b oee diale Mo
Liv M teans Ly Lonfuon you ta bhe mane of Thyist- Hel Do

Lhiatt He oo boo

Ti. THE CURE FOR TROUDLFS- God newer Ruts more UM o you
!

Yoy Lo bear

cwn Rom 88

Ly Faith  Fsalm 37:09 0. 148

REHGTS ¥ Tifz .
YORT Gaad
THE WLAVER
iy liTe 19 hut o WA s L rg
Belween ny Lord and e,
Evannot chogse the caliors
He wor ket Sleedlly.
Bfttimes He weaveth BGT T by s
fnd 1 in foelick ol e
Furget He sees (e LT
fod T, Ll riders oo,
Mol Ll othe looca e s1lent
viod e sthiubttiva vl (1,
Shali God woreld the coaavas

i @ PIain thie 1 oa SO ey
The dark threads are as IAt=REInl |
Tre bhe Weaveo "w qui11{gl
i Lhe Lhireads or Guld &yl
L Abwe pallern He bhos b e erieeid

Grant Clofar Tullae

1 Toty gt

S Y



fHE DIsCIpLEg

FYEX L g » ey . R o 5
TS PROEL N o TTChedl Jones
John g1:1-ps

A a :
arttved oo a'“ct the Jordan River an theiy
ross-rpadg Situation 1n ;A
d &1 r
to wander in the Wi PamgTE T and
: . ildernecsg and die, pr £3)
OMises. The Dlsciples in todayie
. Would the Discipleé a

WO id upside Contij ; -
Plary ? 1Ee down for Christrzor nue to hide in Tear, or "Turn t
N the Church are at thie n the

- otd

N Ll = ' ‘
- 'Cross=road5“ alsp~ Sope 111
Wil "

* 27d qgo back tg ;
citistied to b oorving Self and th
e L B P & Wo 2 Wi
Ukewarm Christians (wonderzig,wﬁzma 3111 oe
; 90 0els so0 sick

airoung themli)
=1 and Som i
and follow : Lop Pill deny tp

Christ. Which Course hZVE sgaeéxizs 2ike Up their crose,
4 envy’

drop

I. P[::"‘ri_‘R G ERR
A HRCR 21:1-14
Dack to what : He Le=ft Gog:’
: . he . s Plan fp i :
factors that'mayﬁ:: doing before Christ cal]eg ;izlsTLlfe and went
denving the Lord (VE cau$ed this errpor- (1) Sorro. here are Several
2) Anxzety over phrvsicgal needs w(and Shame over
D omere

moaney in the Tr r - Did Judas
{3) Peter’g natffjr‘???l'ch-was he supposed to suppiiiaéizli t?e
than sit and ot Mnc ination to do something (ANYTHING) ra?:*}y?)
Feaconms De Y- Tost of us get ints problems for_ the s =
LT TRIe USPTesslon (50 we take that drink o1 T v
Ecnnomic Press . > 0r look with fust, ...)

ures (so Church hegins to tak ' ’
wealth), or Dur F ) 5 rake a back seat to worry or
ey ’ R ur IEEh}Y Nature (e doin’t have ‘any Patierce and we
:?;_L ?ant pod to Tfy cur Faith to produce any [see James 1:33. We’1l1
,lﬁbt et with the Cancer but we’ll handle the Colds!ti)

What were the Results of Peter’s Error??

53 He Influenced Others to do wrong— FPeter was a leader, but 1n

&5
this case he led the wrong way! Leaders need to be aware of this.

Every Privilege has a Responsibilityj and the greater the Privilege
the greater the Responsibility! Peter should have been leading these
into service for the Lord; instead, he leads them back to where
WHERE ARE YOU LEADING PEQPLE TGDAY?Z?? Same people
Their respocnsibility is great.
People today
1n

M7
he started from.
19 Cnarch are Y"matural” leaders.

This responsibility 15 especially great for a Pastor.
to show them the right way and lead them confidently

GEEd SOomegne
that way. This means a Pastor must: (a) Preach the Word of God, (b}
Live the Word of God, () Provide Leadership (Pecole need a leader,

t A sign tell vou what is ahead. A leader shaows vou how

rct & signpost.

o get tnhere), and (d} Love his people.

B> He_ labored in Main- "That Night thev caught nothing.'"- When vou
get out of God’s will for yvour life life becomes barren and
You work and try but life has ro meaning and you

rcthing of lasting value.

unfruitful.
accomplish

He failed to recoanize Christ— Christ reveals Hiruself to vs
times as we go abouvt gur activitims=- Do we Recognize Him in our
in all of Life’s actviviities? (Sze Matt 25:20-4&
or sick, or hungry?)

B
mAaTey
Wores 1T Our Homess

THhen saw we thee naked,

¥O'J wnere God told you to be today? Or have you gone fishing??



Lo be taught what

rer needed
Christ

11. PETER’S EDUCHT ION- In 21:19-22 Fe _ .
thrist expected from him and the motivation for that work S0

ave Him a "one word guiz'. .
: ' Farlier He had to'd

_ n N 2 "
L %héﬁWQEQHL_XQBLFEEEQIlQN.— Lovest thou me: - s . e
tne Drsciples 1f you Love me, Keap oY Commandments (Jehn 1a333}. u?;

He briongs FPeter back to this PRIMARY PRINCIPLE. (He had io 1?arfin
n1f rerence between pUTY (A boss doesn’t HAVE TC CALL you and lﬂiltw
yOu L0 work Bvery day!! 1t’s your duty to be there and his wo TivF

wou 1T you aren’t!l and DEVOTION My Wife doesn’t have to 1nv1te_m&
tr, come home tO her s 1 love to do sol. Note the Compar1sHnT pplRE .
L'eE my Work but 1 LOVE my Wife!

i
o, wWnhat about yOul pUTY - "Feed my lambs, tend my sheep’. ﬁﬂ“ _
of His commission to us. Peter had foragotten that Chriss
jeherman to be 2 i isher of Me.

Smar BEness
Lot called him akay from being a F
fngay 1t seems that many Christians fz11 i realize that Chkrigt mans
mave them part of the “Body of Christ" and a% surh they have a
tumction that only they can perform.

3. wWhat aboutl »YQurU DEQLQQILQN_LQ_ﬂLﬂf "Fallow me’ - 6 devoted
Tu1lnwivig of Him; without compar ing purselves with Ghherg !t bl i
CHLRCH PREBLEMS RESULT FROM EITHER GUILT (about lack of ocuty or
devotion) OR FRUSTRATIUN (Over lack of participation OF
recoomition) 2. God expecis us to do our VERY BEST Tor HIM regardlies?
ni the rewards or recognition. He c.ed for us, He called us-_aﬁn g
caved us. We owe Him evervihing. ' m o

M

wd —_— + ' - '

Ein:Pfidjofrug ynuttouay a Complete Devotion %o HBim, A

C +F your Dut i « i 3 i |

¢ vy to Himy and a Dedication to HIS will ror

& Dc‘ﬁ,t t 3 n - LW
Lard, ake the world’s "Bait". Keep on keeping or r: |
= 17 FERE O

T T
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Paula’s mother finally arrived
home late today (Wednesday) and
we thank you for your prayers in
her behalf. As far as we know
Paula will continue to stay with
her mother for awhile but at
least she’s only 20 miles away
instead of 80. 50 days in the
hospital have been long and hard
but the Lord’s strength was
always there and we praise HIM.

Even though 1 have been "tied
down"” to some degree the Lord
has continued to work. It
appears the
Hymntime program
over WIOT will be
"resurrected" soon
and we look
forward to that
outreach. We also
have "Knocked on
the door" to begin
televising our
Sunday Worship Service. So far
no one has come to the door but
we're still on the doorstep
waiting!! I can hardly wait to
see what’s in store in the days’
to come.

1 have been using any "Spare"”
time to work on our booklet and
tape ministry. More about this

soon. Continue to Pray for God’s

direction and guidance.
PREACHER MIKE PS. 16:11

[Thanks to Mrs Elise McBride for
thisl

"MARY HAD A LITTLE BOYY

Mary had . a little boy,

His soul was white as snow,

He never went to Bible Schooil,
'Cause Mary wouldn’t go.

He never heard the story of Christ
That thrills children’s minds;

While other children went to class,
That child was left behind.

And as he grew from babe to youth,
She saw to her dismay

A soul that once was snowy white
Become dingy gray.

Realizing that ha was lost,

She tried to win him back}

But now the soul that once was white
Had $urned to ugly black.

She even started back to church

And Bible School, too--

She begged tbhe preacher,

Isn’t there a thing we can do?

The preacher tried and failed

And said, "We’re just too far behind.
I tried to tell you years ago,

But you wouldn’t pay me any aind".
And s0 anaother soul is lost

That once was white as snow;

The Bible School would have helped,
BUT MARY WOULDN’T GO.

COPIED

Hope to see you in Sunday School
THIS WEEK.

Grace Free Will Baptist Church
P O Box 1003 348 Lawrence St
Lake Citysy S C 29340

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
U S Postage PAID Permit #8
Lake City, S C 29560



SHORT SHEETS

Isaiah 28:20 FIR IHE BED IS SHORIER THAN THAT A BAN CAN STRETCH HIMSELF OM T3 AND THE OOVERIKE
RARROWER THAN THAT ME CAN WRAP HIMSELF IN i1,

One of the "negatives” about the wonderful fact of marriage is when
your Plfe lor husband} pulls the cover off of you in the middle of
the night and you are awake enough to be miserable and too asleep to
get enough cover! This is about what Isaiah was writing about in this
scripture. You’re supposed to be resting comfortable but instead you
are Cramped or cold. The preacher has preached to come unto Jesus and
Tflnd rest for your soul” but sickness, circumstances, or sin have
invaded your life and, like the constant aggravation of a rock in
your shoe; discomfort, disease, or discouragement have caused you to
question God’s Plan or Purpose. o

1 want us today to look at some situations that seemad like the
"Sheet was too short” and yet see how God was still in control and
ab!e to bring Triumph out of Tragedy. And then I want to apply these
principles to everyday situations and learn to rest confidently and
completely on God. _

Let me begin with a simple object lesson- It is approximately 24
inches around my head (How can so much brains be contained in such a
small space!l!l). If my math is correct, that’s about 7 inches from
frent to back. 1 can take a piece of paper 3 inches by & inches and
cut a hole in it that will enable me to put it completely over my
head and pass down to my shoulders. It appears to be impossible but
if the hole is cut correctly it can be done. In the same way, many
times it appears that situations in life can’t possible be worked out
but God has a way! ST ' ' )

1. When you’re "boxed in“~ The Children of Israel were led by God
into a situation where mountainhs were on 2 sides of them, the Red Ses
was before them, and Pharoah’s army was behind them (Exodus 143). The
"sheet” was too short for the situation! The Children of Israel had
no way out-—but God did!t God provided a way for the people to qo
forward, and in doing so they not only escaped but also led their
enemy intp destruction. ANSWER- Go Forward in Faith )

2. When you’re surrounded- When Elicha’s servant came out one morning
he found the city surrounded by a vast army (II Kings &:). He was
terrified until Elisha opened his eyes and he could see the army of
angels between them and the enemy. The "Bed was too narrow"! but God
opened the eyes of the Servant and closed the eyes of the enemy and 1
preacher was able to conguer an entire army!. '

ANSWER- Look in Faith and see things the way God does.

3. When vyour resources aren’t sufficient- 5000 men to feed with only
2 fishes and 5 loaves and not enough money in the bank to buy any
more (John &:1-13). Every time you pull the "Sheet” up to your chin
your toes get cold and if you cover your toes your chest freezes!
Your QOutgo always seems to be more than your Income. You plug one
leak and look behind to see 3 more that have opened up.

The ANSUER was 3-fold: o '

1. Organization- "Make the men sit down" in groups of 50 or 100 {(Mk
&:40). Break a "big" problem into manageable parts.

2. Prayer— "When he had given thanks". Human effort is anly going to
move the "sheet" from one place to another; you need Divine Guidance
3. Work in Faith— "he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples
to them that were set down". I can almost see the disciples
distributing to that first group of 50 and wondering what they would
co when they went back te Christ;i and doing that over and over!!

Is your Sheet too short?? God has a "sheet-stretcher” that will
work in your situation and circumstances. Look faor HIS ANSWER today.

L.

{_._

o



THE SREATEST THINGS IN THE WORLD 1 Cor 13:-
What is the greatest thing in the World?? Paul (I Cor 13:13)3 Petevr
{1 Pet 4:8)3 and John (I John 2:8) all say LOVE. :James talls Love the
RUYAL LAW (James £:8) and Paul says Love fulfills the Law (Rom
13:10). It was Love that brought Christ to the Cross and allows us to
come to God (John 3:1é6). We should learn about and pract:ce, Loves
tor Love is of God and God is Love.

1. LOVE CONTRASTED vs 1-3 (Love is.the "cement” that binds gll other
Spiritual gifts together. Love is needed to make them operative).
faul Contrasts Love against:

A) Special Speech- Eloguence. Though I have the tongues of men or
angels, they are a sounding brass.or tinkling cymbal without love.
B) Special Gifts- Prophecy (Preaching), Wisdom (understand all

mysteries), Knowledge (have all knowledge), and Faith (to move
mountains) are all NOTHING without Love. - o
L) Special Deeds—- of Charity: give all my goods to feed the poor.
of Sacrifice: Give my body to be burned.
Without Love it does not Profit anything- Actions cannot overcome
Attitudes [Notice that all Bible Ep15tles begin with Doctrine and
then go to Deedsl.

I1. LOVE DEFINED vs 4-7 Love is:

A) Patient- Suffers Long

B) Kind- Considerate

€) Not Envious— .Not Covetous

D) Humblie- Does not Push it’s .self up or Puff it’s self up.

E) Lourteous" Does not behave in an unseemly manner.

F) Unselfish—- Seeketh not it’s own only

3) bood Temper— is not easily provoked

H) Pure- Thinketh no evil ,

I} Sincere- Rejoiceth not in iniguity, but rejoiceth in truth

J) Stable- Heareth all things, believeth all -things,s hopeth all
things, endureth all things.

1il. LOVE DEFENDED It never Fails (ceases) vs B-13
A) Prophecies, tongues, and knowledge all pass away

B) Love is a sign of maturity
CE) Love will stand the test of time

HUW DO YOU RECEIVE LOVE? @ .

i. Accepting the Person- Fom 5:5 Love of God is shed abroad in our
heart by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

2. Actions that are seen— I John 43112 We love him because He first
ioved us. ) '

"Romantic" Love comes from shadows in the moonlight; REAL LOVE come
1n the brightness of iight that allows you to see the faults as well
as "tancys” and still loves for WHO the Person is and WHAT the Person
does.

the Greatness of Love is that the more you give the more you receive!




AR R U R IS
. Rev 2:-75

We have examined "What Love Is" in our Sunday School class; now we:
want to see "What Love Does". That’s the Bible way— Firgt we find
what we are suppoced to Belisve and then we learn how to live that
Belief in our life.
1515 i= an important sub ject today. Love affects our relationship
with God and with man and is the single most important ingredient in
a person’s life., A writer’s famous quote sums it up, "The heart is a
desperate hunter, seeking only love". EVERY ILL in the world today
tan be traced to Leaving or Lacking Love- Men make gods of wealth,
apd Tame, and 1000 other things because they lack a love for God.
Divorece, Strife, and war all come from lack of love. People allow
themselves to be abused with Drugs, Drink, and Lust because they are
seeking someone to love them or they don’t love themselves.

[ want us tcday to see What Love Does FOR us and FROM God and then
I want us to rekindle our Love for God and each other.

1. WHAT LtOVE DOES FOR US:

A) Develops irust- Rom 8:28 ¥ KH0H THAT ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FuUR 636D I0° THEM THE
vz oty tU THEM kM) RRE THE CALLED ACCORDING TO 415  FURRBSE. Love allows us to have
COMFIDENCE in God even when we don’t understand; and EVEN WHEN We
HURT. This same attitude of confidence will carry over into
relationships when we Love pecple and believe they love us [An
Example- The diTference between a Murderer and a Doctor;i One puts a
knife into you to HARM you while the other does so to HELP you! Both,.
hurt, but you submit to one and resist the otherl.

B) Bisciplines Us— Heb 12:6 70R WUHON THE LGRD LOVETH HE CHASTEMETH, 448 SCGURGETH CVERY
53R Wl #C BELEIVE™H. Lowve not conly Builds Confidence, it also Corrects.
Love give you the Right and the Responsibility to correct- Frov 13:24%
Bo THEY S/RRETH BTG RUD SATEVH HIT BUNG 2UT HE THAT LOVETH wIM CHRGTERETH HIN BETIRES. Failures and
Faults can many times be traced to lack of desire; a desire love will
give you! If you know someone loves you, instead of becoming angry

whern they attempt to correct you yvou will see the need of change.

CY Displays Salvation- I John 3:14 WE KKGH THE wE HAVE FRAZSED FRUM BZBTH URPS LIFE,
HEChUhT WE LOVE THE BREVHREW. RE THAT COVETH NOT KIS DROTHER ARIDETY IR HA'H. The world 1s not
very interested in Sermons but it’'s excited about “Saints”. If your
relationship with the Lord has not changed your relationship with
others then you meed to examine your velatiornship!

11. WHAT LOVE DOES FROM GOD

A) Frovides Salvation- John 3J:16 Love brought Jesus to th2 Cross
and sends the Holy Spirit seeking youl '

B) Provides Security- Rom 8:35-3% Wi sHalt BEPsRATE U5 FRUE Jet LOVE OF CHRIST? ShALL
TEIBULATIUN, ON (I5TRESS, LR PERSECUIION, UR FABIRE, OR WAKELWESS, OR PERIL, OR SWORD? b [T 15 WRIVTEM, FuS
fHY SRRE RE ANE KILLED AL THE DAY LGHGS #f AXE ACCRUNTED A% BAECP FDR ¥nf SLALGHIER. kAY, Is ALL HREE
PTG #E ARE RORE A COWCUCRORS THROUGHM HIE TRAT LOYED WS, FOR I AX PERGUALED, THAT REITHIR Deafh, iR
Li*E, AuR &WEE.S . wud PeIsCIRALITIES, HOR FOMERS, NOK THINGS FREZERT, ALE THINGS T8 CORE. KoK HEIGAT, HER
OERTH,  Mak AMY GTHER CREATURE , SHALL #E BHLE 70 SEFARATE S FRON THE LDVE OF GOX, WHICH 13 IN CHRIST JE5es
G LD, MNothing 1n this world, or out of itl, can separaite me from
God’s Love. That assurance allows me to endure all life can toss my
way and come out "More than conquerors” (You’re more than conquerors
when you turn a Preblem into a Plus).

Have you left your first Love? You’ll never know Peace and Jovy
until you return. Remember, it was YOU THAT LEFT LOVE, not God.
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As we Christians look forward to the RETURN of Christ we mugt
realize it is a Time of WRATH as well as WONDER. This wrath w1;1
begin with a period of intense problems in the world (Dea?hs Disease,
Famine, etc) in which over 1 billion people will perish,; increase ﬁt
the end of the first 3 1/2 years to a time called the ”Gregt Wrath
of God, and culminate after the Millennium with the clean51ng of the
earth by fire. Millions upon millions of people will suffer 1nt§p5g
pain and persecutions during this time (even to. the point of desiring
to die and not being able to do so) as the God of Love and Mercy
shows a rebellious world that He is also a God of Judgment.

Why would a God who loved the world ernough to send His own S?ﬁ to
die for them bring such wrath and judgment upon mankind?? 1 think the
only way to find reasonable answers are to look back at History and
see the times in the past ‘when God brought massive Judgment on men .
and then try to learn from their mistakes. While we know we cannot
prevent this future Wrath; yet we can learn WHY it will come and how
not to be a part of it.

1. SATAN’S REBELLION: The first time we know of God bringing wrath on
a massive scale was following the rebellion of Satan and his angel
cohorts. God covered the world with water and cast it into darkness
{This happened between en 1:1 and 1:2) and only brought it back intn
the "sunshine" in ‘order to be inhadbited by man. Isaiah 14:13-14 tells
what Satan did that incurred Such wrath— FiR THiU HRET SAID IN THINE HEART, { KILL
HSLEND TNTG HEAVEN, § WELL EXALT WY THAUKE RECVE THE GTARS OF 69D: [ wiii 517 ALSD UPON THE 3DQNT OF 1HE
CUNBXEGATEGN , IN THE SIBES OF THE WORTH: (Place of Control) [ WL ASCERD ABOVE THE KEIBHTS OF THE
CLOUS3s 1 WILL BE LIKE THE MUST KiSH. Translated, into common English this simple
says, "I will be my owrn GOD". L ' - .

So the first time God bﬁings wrath on the world on a mgssive scale
was because those who served Him tried to take His'PQNEt and deny His
authority (Remember, the first commandment is always, "Thou shalt
have no other gods before me").

2. MAN’S SINFULNESS: The second time the earth feels the full force
of God’s Wrath was the flood in Noah’s day. bGen &:2 and 3 tell why
God brought this destruction- THE 5088 OF FOD 5AW THE DAUBHTERS UF KN
THPT THEY WERE FAIR5 AND THEY TGOX THEM WIVES OF ALL WHICH THEY CHOSE. AHD GUD ofb THE
VTCKEDMESS OF MAN WA3 BREAT IN THE EARTH, ARD THAT EVERY IMAGINATION OF THE THOUBHTS OF
Y15 HEART WAT ONLY EYIL CONTIMUALLY. God had given Adam and Eve His
Plari that called for Marriage and producing Children
{To repopulate the earth and, after sin, to bring forth
Messiah to save the world). Now Man put Pleasure ahead
of God’s Plan and 1let his desires overcome God’s
directions. We don®t know much about Satan’s pre-adamic
world but we do know that in Noah’s day God’s Wrath
would mean the destruction of every man, woman, boy, and girl on
earth; except those in Noah’s family [In fact, it even changed the
world so that rain became a part of nature’s cycle- and man’s life
cycle was greatly shortened following the floodl. Man had put his
plans in the place of God’s plans and destruction was the result.




3.‘REJECTIDN (F CHRIST: The Third time God’s Wrath will fall upon
th1§ world is because men refuse to accept the Person of God in Jesus
Qhr}st— REV &6:15-17 M0 Tkt KINGS OF THE EMRTH, AW THE GREAT MEN, AND THE RICk MEl. MWD THE
5&56# CQPTAINS, FNE THD RIBHIY MEN, AND EVERY BONDKAN, AND CVERY FREE HAM, Hil THEMSELVES I8 THE DENS ANG M
e ACIKE F THE ROURTAINGS AND SAID TC THE MOUNTRING AND ROUXS, FALL DM US, AND HIDE WS FRUM THE FALE oF
Haf SITTELH DN THE TRRUNE, AMD FROM THE WRATH OF THE LABE: FOR THE GREAT DAY OF HIS WRATH 15 LOWE; éwy

W40 SHOLL BE ABLE TU STERB? -

—

reasons then for Wrath:

» Refusing to _vield to God’s POWER

Refusing to Follow Gnd’g:ﬁLﬁN

. BRefusing to Accept Cod’s PARDON as found in Christ.

W

How 1is this applicable ta taday? -
. We live in & world in which man refuses to acknowledge God’s
Power— Man has become his own God (Mumanism) and feels he must answer
only to self. He only wants top USE {Siod when he’s sick or in trouble; °* —

otherwise, 1f God doesn’t brother him he won’t brother God.

2. God’s Plan of Marriage and Family is under constant bombardment
by a world bent on making Pleasure it°s God. #Abortion,
Homosexuality, live-in Lovers, and divorce are the order of the day.
God’s plan may be good to talk about but noone expects you to reaily
live the way God commands if it cramps your stylet! -

3. Men are wiliing to give Money, time, and work to the Lorc but
don’t ask them to humble their heart at the foot of the cross and
accept Christ as Saviour. Everyone wants to "go to Heaven'" but tew
want to begar a cross and be counted a fool for Christ’s sake. —

1t is not a2 guestion of IF GOD’S WRATH WILL COME but WHEN WILL
GOD’S WRATH CUME? 7?7 You have 2 choices today: ] —_
L. WAIT FOK WIS SO FROM HEAVEH, WHOM WE RAISED FRGN THE DEAB, EVEM JESS, WHICh DELIVERED ©5 FROR 1
#RATH TC CAME I Thess 1:10
2. Or DESPLSE THOU THE RICHMES GOF WIS GOGDNESS AWD FCREEARANCE AND LUXGSUFFERING; MHuT KHOWING THAT iHE
BOEONZSS OF 6D LEADETH THEZE TQ REPTMTAWCE? BUT AFTER THY WARDNESS AND IMPEMITENT HEART TRERSUREET uP UMTC -
THYSELE WRATH ABRINST TdE DAY OF WRATH ARD REVELATION OF THE RIGHTEQUS JUDBKENT -OF E0D. Rom 2:4-5

¥ou can acknopwledge (od’s Peower, follow God’s Plan, and accept God’s
Pardon;i or you can keeping "storing up wrath" until one day God says
enough and His wrath fTalls uptn you. No one but you can make the
choicet!}
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Morning Evangelistic Service 11:00sm

{Liwe gver WIOT )
- QB jj[} @ﬂ,y Evening Worship Service 6:30pm
N Wednesday Prayer Service 7:30pm
"o Ruoin and $hof EEUISI’." ~ Mirchaal Jones, Pasktor  {803) 394-3725
- | VelVO Num 5 348 Lawrarnce 8t * P O Box 1003 * Laka City, & C 29560 |

REVIVAL SERVICES - GRACE FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday, March 5 - Wednesday, March &

o= Special Speakers and Special Singers for each service:
i Speaker Singer
- Sunday (11:00am) Paster Mike Jones  Todd Newell

Sunday (6:30pm) Rev Lamar Smith Anne Thigpen/Daman Runion
[Pasteor - Free Will Baptist Bible Church, Florence|

- Mcnday (7:30pm) Rev Theron Scott Merry Greoms
[Pestor- West Side Free Will Baptist Church, Johnscnviile |
- Tuesday (7:30pm) Rev Rick Casaon Tommy Grahem

[Pastor- Bethany Free Will Baptist Church, Timmonsvillel
Wednesday {(7:3Cpm) Rev Larry McAlister Gilead FWE Church
- {Pastor- Gileed Free Will Bapilist Church, Scranton]
Join us for this time of Spiritnal Renewal and Refreshment

I am gqreatly £«xcited about, and have great expectations for,

- this Revival. This has been a' “Wear isome Winter" for my people-
almost every family has had a major sickness, a job problem, or a
serious family problem; and we need for God to renew our Spiritual
Energy and Dedication (Problems seem to always make people look at

— their needs instead of God’s Nork), We also have MULTITUDES of

Lost Family and Friends that we want secure in Bod’s ark before
the flood of His wrath is unleased.

o We have GREAT Freachers and WONDERFUL Special Music and we hope
vou'll take the oppartunity to join us for these services. 1 ask
that those of you who are unable to attend to remember us in
FPrayer during this week. (We hope to make videos of all of the
Services so even those that can’t come will get to share the

- Blessings}. _

KEW MEMBERS—- We were very pleased last Sunday to WELCOME into the

Fellowship of the Churcn Tom and Anne McKnight. They have been
such a Blessing to the Church already. I hope this is the first of
100 new members this year! {11

The Outreach Miristry continues it’s slow but steady progress.
Video, Audio, Booklet, and this newsletter ministry enable us to
areatly multiply our ministry. Thanks for your Help—- Preacher Mike

o HEFNEEHXEZENEEFNHEENEENEENEEHEN ** XUEXNENNETHEENREFRAENREREE T

Grece Free Wiil Baptist Church T Nanprofit Gipanization
P D Box 1003 Il_l U S Postage PAID
- Leke City, 5 C 29560 ey Permit 8




NCTS: The Church Begins ' Rev Mircosoi: 0 oagees

4 THIMNGS NECESSARY FOR A MAN TO BE SAVED
Acts 16:30

The most important dec151on anyone w111 ever make is their decisior
about Salvat1on. ‘What are the necessary "inqredients” for such a
decision? What’s your part?

1. GOD- The Supreme One we ALL must ANSWER to.

A) Reveals His HOLY STANDARD we must meets not ocur Personal
Standards (goodness) or Society’s Requirements. God is the one that
has been sinned against and He is the one you must answer to,

B} HReveals His CONCERN for us by the convicting work of the Holy
Spirit (Unless the Spirit draws you you cannot be saved). Problens,
Pains, and Preaching all combine to bring you to the knowledge that
vou need God.

2. SINNER- One who has offended God in some way. Must be SAVED

A) FROM God’s Wrath- All have sinmed and Wages of Sin is Death.

B) 7O God’s Wealth and Work~— 70 A5 BANY AS RECEIVED HIM 70O THEM GaVE ME FOHER 7O BECONE
THE 505 OF S0F,. From a Hell bound Sinner to a Heaven Bound Saint!!

3. TRUTH- The Message from God to the Simmer

A} Must be the Truth II Pet 1:1& FOR WE HAVE HDT FULLOWED CUAKINGLY CEVISED FASLES,
WHEN WE RADE ¥HOYM UNTD YOU THE POMER AMD COMINE OF GUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, BUY WEBE EVEMITHESSES OF RIS
HRIESTY. There are multitudes of beliefs ‘and doctrines i the world
today. Some teach you are saved by joining the Church or by being
baptized. Some teach meditation and mind control. Some teach
“doctrines of Devils". But the only one that is right is the one that
exalts Jesus Christ as the Saviour who died on the crboss as payment
for your sins: who was buried. and then resurrected and will one day
come again for His people.

Bl Must be Proclaimed- In Acts 8:86-40 the Ethloplan Eunuch had to
have a man to lead him., He was reading the Bible, had been to Church,
and was concerned enough to travel hundreds of miles but someone had
to proclaim the message.

£) Must be Accepted- Jesus continually warned about people who had
ears to hear and yet would npt hear..You cannot simply know the
"boat" will save you;i; you must take a step of faith and get in.

4. FAITH- The "bridge" between God and Man, To Believe means to Cling
to, Rely on, Trust in. FOR BY GRACE ARE YOU SAVED THROUGH FAITH; #dD THAT KO3 OF YOURSELVES: 13
15 THE BIFT OF BDD, KDY OF KORKS LEST ANY HAN SHOULD B0AST. Epbh 2:8-9 This Faith Produces
A) Repentance— A turning away from sin. A sorrow for sin that
causes you to want to "Break" with it. Not just sorrow because of
what happens as a result of your sin but because it was against God.
B) Acceptance~ The "vacuum" of abandoned sin must be replaced with
Ahundant Life in Christ or you’ll end up worst off than before.

What do you receive when you receive Christ? II Tim 1:9 W40 HATH SAVED US,
AMD CALLED US WITH AN HOLY CALLING, HO) ACCORDING TG QUR WORKE, BUT ACCORDING TO Hi5 UWN FURFOSE AND BRACE,
KHICH ®AS SIVEM b5 IH (HRIST JESUS BEFORE THE WORLD BEBAK.

1. Pardon from Sin’s Punishment -

2. Peace WITH God and the Peace 0OF God.

3. Placement in the Body of Christ that gives wyou Purpose in life anc

rewards at death.

Evervthing Mecessary for your Salvation is in Flace. ARE yOU SAVED?Y
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11 (..nr Szi17-21. ]HEREF"RE if J}H‘f Aok BE TN CHRIST, WE IS & MEW CREATURE: OLD THINGS ARE PASSED AMWAYS
AEADD, ALL TYINGS ARE BECONE Hid. AND ALL THIKGS A%E OF GUL, W80 HATH RECOMCILED S TG HIMSELF BY JEsYS
CHRIST, @D HATH BIVEN TO U3 THE KIMISTRY OF RECOACILIATIGHS 70 WIT, THAT GOD WAS INW CMRIST, RECOACILING THE
WORLS UNTG HIPSELF, EO) IMRUTING $HEIR JRESPASEES UNTD THEMs AND KATH COMMITTED UNTD US THE KORD. OF
RECUMCILIATION. NI THEN WE ARE AMBASSADORS FOR' CHRIST, 45 THOUGH 50D DID BESEECH VDU BY US: WE FRAY YO ik
CHRISI? & STERD, BE YE RECOWCILED TO GOD FIR HE HATE KAbE HI? T3 BE SIN FOR Ua, WHD KNEW MD SiN; THAT UE
HIEHT BE MADE THE RIBHTEQUSNESS {F GG IN RIE. b
.. . One of the things_that first attracted me to-Christianity was the
message of THE POSSIBILITY OF CHANGE. Even as a 14 year old ‘boy |
knew that 1 needed help with my life. I was undergoing changes in my
own .life, Society was going through major changes {this was the ‘-~
beginning of. the "Kennedy Era"), and I had just begun to realize the
despair that can.set in when ypu are "locked in" a bad situation (My
c¢ad had been a mechanic for 15 years and was still being paid the
samgd base pay with little hope of advancement), The greatness of the
résdage of ‘Christianity to me was that God COULD Save me (He was able
to do what I fouldn’t), God WOULD Save me: (Because He LDVED ME), anag
Salvation would produce .a Change in me. .. - '
Many other people are looking for that same thing today- To know
someone loves them and that they can change. their life. The sad thing
is that some have stopped looking and have given in to the "gdemons”
of despair or drugs and now live lives of quit desperation hoping
somzone somehow can reach and help them. Fer these and others, let’s
look at how God makes ug NEW CREATURES.. : Con

I. THE OLD THINGS THAT PASSED AWAY. God always. begins by "cleaning up
the New ground”; removing the hindrances so the help can work.
Hemember That!! Far too many people seek to stack righteousness.on
top of rottenness and, flnd them$elves w1th a faulty foundation! -

You must have at :

A) DESIRE TO LEAVE THE DLD— Qs long as you are. content IJV1ng in
sin, then you’ll never rhanqe._ We call this LDNVILTIGN

B) DEFINITE DECISION to turn_ﬂrnm Sin to God,., This.is not a vague
"someday I hope to do better" thing, it’s a conscious: decision that
fjod can and will help you and you’re w1111ng to follow His d1rect1nn.
We call this REPENTANCE. .

When you do this there are 3 things that change in vour lzfe:

1) Sin’s Bondage— You used to serve your master the Devil but now
you nhave changed "Bosses". Satan may still l1ssue some orders
cometimes (and you may still find vyourself obeying them!) but his
power over you has been broken and you now can learn to live in
liberty.

2) 8in’s Burdens— The bondage b0f sin stacks many burdens on your
back: Mo Peace, inability to maintain relationships {divorce and
fémilv proBlems), destruction of vour body, and wasted time and
energy .

d) 8in’s Punishment- You were under God’s Wrath with Hell only a
Hear tbeat away but now you are a Citizen of Heaven with a mansion
prepared and waiting for you!! If that doesn’t charge a man’s outlook
then I don’t know what willll




11. THE THINGS THAT BECOME NEW. But when you accept Christ as Saviour
you don’t just give up something; you BECOME something new— a New
Creature (Creationl)3 with a8 new desire and a new destination. We .
call this being BORN AGAIN. :

A) The Source of the Transformation— "All Things" are—of God., It is
not a New Leaf but a New Life; not your Ability but God’'s Spirit. It
is not like a diet where your will power determines the aiterations
but like a doctor prescribirg medicine; your part is to accept the.-
help and the medicine does the work. A "Born ‘Again' Person is
indwelt by the Holy Spirit (Rem 8:9) and his body b&comes the Temple
of the Holy Spirit (I Cor 6:19-20). The Spirit Baptizes the person
into the Body of Christ where they are given a function to.perform (a
spiritual gift to enable them to do their part in the Body of Christ-

I Cor 12:-). As they yield themselves to Him, they can also be
Filled with the Spirit in order to faxthfully fu1f111 their place in
their family and Soc1ety (Eph 5:18-6:9)

B) The Serenity of the Trangfnrmat:on— Reconciled to God by Jesus
Christ. We were enemies of Gad but a "peace treaty" was signed at
calvary and we rnow have Feace NITH God as well as the Peace OF God.
We still must fight Satan but we do so ‘with the armor of . God about -us
and the knowledge that the outcome is already determlned'I

C)_The Service of_the Trgpsformatlon— given us the m1n1stry of
reconciliation= sharing the Gospel of Christ with a lost worid.
Our Mission is: Well Def ined- Shcw men Christ

Satisfying=  Eterhal Value
Reward1ng—"‘ Pleases God and Man

So there you have it. God is qble to Take away, the old things that
were defeating us and bringing about death and replace them with a
new birth that gives us POWER to change, PEACE in the Change, and a
PLACE of service that is glorious and Good. Isn’t it sad that some
people are rejecting His offer and remaining in sin. How awful Hell
will be to remember what you could have had and instead suffer .pain
and punishment in outer darkness while you see the Saints of God
enjoying Eternity with Him.

ARE YOU SAVED??77

The Hay aof the CRUSS
Leads Home



CHANGE

Il Corinthians 5:17 says that if any man is in Christ he is a "New
Creature”. This New Creature begins at the moment of New Birth and is
enabled by the Power of God, but it is not simply a moment of
Decision; it is a process of Growth. Growth invalves CHANBGE and it is
this Change that is so difficult. :

Change involves WORK (It’s easier to stay like you are), WORRY (I’m
scared to try something new), and WOES (You can’t try new. things
without failing sometimes). I want us to examine some.of the Areas
God Changes wus in and then becohe_Motivated enough to desire this
change even with the Pain and Prablems that accompany it.

1. SOME AREAS GOD CHANGES (These are not listed in any particular
order because it depends on WHAT God wants changed and WHEN He wants
it changed). )

A) Bur Personality- (1) Submission to the Holy Spirit changes us
from the works of the Flesh to the Fruits of . the Spirit- Gal 5:16-26.
12) A New Mind makes us a New Man as we learn to replace the bad in
our lives with an active good- Eph 4:22-29. Far too many Christians
are difficult to live with because they are willing to submit their
souls to God but they won’t give Him their personality.

B) Our location- (1) Promises— to Abrabam and to the children of
lsrael make them leave one place and go to another. Today we might
call this a "vision” for a new work.

(2) Persecutions— Made the Apostles move. when they weren’t quick:
enough to go. where God wanted- Acts B:1-43 but it also put Moses in
the Wilderness far 40 yéars when he tried to do God’s wark ahead of
God’s timetable- Ex 2:11-15

C) Our Activities— God takes fishermen and turns them into “fishers
of men", persecutors and turns them into Preachers, and even chooses
the foolish things of the world to confound the wis2! (I Cor.1:27-2%)

11. THE METHODS GOD USES TD CHnNGE us

A) Education- Col 3:10 AKD HAVE FUT ON THE NEW MAN, WHICH IS RENEWED IN KNOMLEDGE AFTER THE
INAGE OF HIN THAT CREATED HIN. Many times God uses Preaching to Educate us- The
Word Points out our Faults and Produces Faith. Many people aren’t
changed because they keep the sermons they hear to a minimum and even
when they are "exposed" to one they try to keep their mind on other
things so it won’t do too much "damage". God does not “"feed us the
whole cow" at one time, He uses the principle that PRECEPT MUST BE UPDN PRECEFT,
PRECEFT UFON PRECEPT; LINE UPOM LINE, LINE OPON LINE; HERE A LITTLE, AMD THERE A LITILE (Is 2B8:10) as
He gradually builds us into the person He has planned.

B) The Indwelling Spirit- II Cor 3:18 BMT K AL, HHHB%HFMEBHWJWBAS]NA
ELASS THE GLORY OF THE LORD, ARE CHANGED INTO THE GAME IMASE FRON SLORY TO SLORY, EVEN A5 By THE SPIRIT OF
THE LORD. The Spirit tries to conform us to the image of Christ but we
either Quench the Spirit {(Won’t do what He asks us to do) or Grieve
the Spirit (Allow wrong to defeat our purity and power). If we would
but yield ourselves to the SpiFit’s directions we would find a Peace
and Purpose that passes understanding.

€) Challenge- Jesus was continually challenging people to make a
stand for Him; and while this process "weeded out" some that thought
riches were more important than righteousness {(Mark 10:17-22) and a
home on earth was more important than a home in Heaven {(Luke 9:57-&2,
it brought those who remained to a decision to "take up their cross"
and follow Christ.

Can you identify any changes in your life as-a result of your
becoming a Christian? What areas need to be changed??
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o ' Exodus 21:1-6

Before 1 was saved I was the Servant of Sin, Satan, and Self. Now 1
belong to God and I love to serve Him— T didn’t lose jov I found
abundant ‘life! I want to look today’ at a man who made such a life
changing decision and see how we need to make the same decision.

Let’s’ begin with an Object Lesson- Jesus said many times that men
have "eyes to see and vyet see not". 'Hé,was stating a Spiritual
principle but it works in -the physical world as well- Without
looking, can vyou tell me what colpr tie ybqr husband or father is
wearing?.If your wife or mother is wearing a necklace?

We tend to see but not see all the time; that’s why coke and pepsi
spend millions and millioans of dollars every year to show the same
advertisements over and over. They have a constant theme that you
remember when you go to buy a soft drink. That’s one of the main
purposes of .advertisements: to establish a readily identifiable
symbol for a product (Andrew could see a sign advertising Burger King
when he was 18 mpnths old and say, *This is a Burger King townl!l'").

That “recognizing mark" is what ¥ want us to look at today. 1 want
us to see a man who allowed a hol® to be placed in his ear so that
anyone who saw him walking down “the street would immediately say,
"This man is a bond-slave by choice". And then I want us to willingly
make the same choice about serving"ﬁhfjst; and live so . everyone we
meet will say, "That person is a Christjén".

1. THE CIRCUMSTANCES- This man has somehow incurred a debt that was
so big until he was unable to pay it with money and had to use his
daily labor as a method of repayment. Christians have the same
circumstances and cbligations— I Cor &:20 FO0R YE ARE BOUGHT WITH A PRICE;  THEREFURE
BLORIFY BOD IN YOUR BODY, AND IN YOUR SPIRIT, WHICH ARE GBD’S. | :

11. HIS CHDICE- . : . ;

A) He had a free Will- He could leave or stay: just as God has
given us freedom to live dedicated 1lives for Him cr slack lukewarm
lives. God asks for our Dedication but does not force us to give it.

B) His choice affected his family- I +try so hard to get our Young
Married couples to realize this. If they attend church spasmodically
and never get involved then thair children grow up without a
spiritual foundation. In latter years, when the storms of life come
upon them, their "house" will come crashing down.

C) His choice was based on__love- 1 LWE K NAS(ER. Fear could not
motivate him because he had the choice to leave but he enjoyed the
fellowship and work of his master so much until he wanted to spend
the rest of his life in his service (That’s the demonstration of love
John 14:21 HE THAT HATH HY CONWAMDMEMTS, AMD KEEPETH THEM, ME IT IS THAT LOVETH RE:3
IT*’S NOT A JOB SERVING THE LORD, IT;S'A‘JDY!!

i

i o

I[II. HIS CONSECRATION- o

A) A Clear Decision- vs 5 He Plaifly said.

B) An Open confession- vs & Before the:. Judges (You must believe in
your heart and confess with your mouth), ”

C) A Permanent Dedication—- wvs & 'He joined'the "order of Pierced
ears” and determined to serve his master for ever—- everyone who saw

him knew that he bad made the decision.

Paul called himself a bondslave of Christ- Do vyepu have that
attitude today? Do vyou seek to serve the Lord or to make the Lord
serve you (Like a 4 year old trying to help mommy; and making more of
a mess that being a help). Consecration 1is like handing God a blank
check for our lives with our names signed on the bottomj and trusting
Him to use it wisely. Have you done that??



- @m A@E Grare Free Whill Baptist Church
“To Know and To Shom @hrist”

) Anh

 ——

\_ -~ " BIBLE STUDY HOUR 10:00AM
MORNING EVANGELISTIC
L 1 SERVICE (LIVE OVER WJOT)  11:00AM
: , EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE  6:00 PM
| .

WY WEDNESDAY PRAYER SERVICE 7:30PM

_* MIRCHEAL JONES , PASTOR
@ = (j805) 3943725
. VOL. IV NUM 04 MAR 14 59LAWRENCE STREET « PO BOX 1003 - LAKE CiTY, SC. » 29560
| I'm copying videos of the EASTER SERVICES
; Revival Services, making Audio Good Friday, March 24
- Cassettes, and writing up a at 7:30pm the Adult
Newsletter all at the same time. Choir will present the
L The Revival was very good with Easter Cantata "The
several decisions for Christ and Road. to Calvary" followed by a
a large number of Rededications very special Communion Service.
but trying to multiply it’s Then on 1, 1
L' ministry makes for a busy time. Easter Sunday —F = i
It’s the kind of busy I like we have one of ) niorsc |
| however and I hope I can always the great days {2 ) TACE ¢
| be found working hard as a good in the Church i 3
L steward in the service of the year.
Lord. (Any of you that would 7:00RM SUNRISE SERVICE
: - like audio or video [we’ve put {Featuring a play by the Youth of the
- all 5 services of special music Church as well as an encore
and preaching on 1 videg] presentation of the Adult Cantata)
cassettes of the Revival are 83:00AM FULL BREAKFAST
L welcome to them. They’re free (Brother Russel Lowder, Arnold Lowder,
for the asking). and Marion Coker prepare a meal that
I’m making cassettes of the worth getting up early for)
music for our Easter Cantata 9:00MM BIBLE STuby HOW:
- during the time I’m not copying "The Fruits of the Resurrection”
Revival Tapes. We’ve make up our 10:00AM———EASTER WORSHIP SERVICE.
' own program this year and I 1’11 be speaking on "Living-in the
L believe it will bless and stir Light of the Resurrection”". I won't
- people’s hearts. The young try to prove Jesus was Resurrected bu!
people in the Church are also will show how we are to live as a
L ry preparing for an Easter program Result of the FACT that HE IS RISEN.

S S

as we look to one of the
"highlight™ times in the Church
vyear. 1 hope you can join us
this Sunday {(A very special
Sunday for me- see back of this
page}) and Easter Sunday also.

{We won’t have a Wednesday Service on
March 22 since we are having the
Friday service and we won’t have an
Evening Service Easter Sunday).

Isn’t it wonderful being a
Christian and serving a risen
coming Saviour! it

Brace Free Will Baptist Church
P O Box 1003 348 Lawrence &t
Lake City, § C 29540

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
U S Postage PAID Permit #8
Lake City, 8§ C 29560



ITHANIK, GOD, I SaviectD !
Ps 107:2 LET THE KEDEEMED OF THE LORD SAY S50, WHON HE WATH REDEEMED FROW THE HWAHD OF THE ENEKYS

This coming Sunday, March 19th, is my 27th Birthday!! I was born
again on Monday Night March 19, 19462 at New Prospect FWB Church in
"Shinbone Alley”, § C., It was the greatest thing toc happen in my life
and 1 want to share some of the details with you today.

The first thing I think of relating to my Salvation is CONCERN. I
grew up in a home where we very seldom attended Church. My parents
taught us good moral principles but we had little to do with the
Church. My next door neighbor was Mr. Buster Foston, a deacon in New
Prospect FWB Church. As a young boy growing up 1 watched Mr Buster
and realized that he had "something” that made his life different-—
and he kept trying to share it with me!! Even though I was "one of
those Jones boys", he loved me and kept inviting me to attend Church
with his family so I could learn about the Person who made such a
difference in his life. He made a 5pec1al effort to invite me to the
Revival being held in March of 1942.

That brings us to my CONVERSION. On the Friday night.of the
Revival I felt God dealing with my heart about my sin and realized
that I was lost and doomed fer Hell without God. I passed it off that
night by saying that I would get saved on Saturday night. Saturday
night I did not feel God’s Spirit at .all-and 1 was one more scared 14
year old boy (First lesson God taught me was that HE is God and you
come on HIS terms!!). I determined in my bed on Saturday night that I
would go to the Altar Sunday and beg God to accept me; but my dad
decided to go on a Picnic Sunday Morning and I had to go with the
rest of the family. I thought I had missed my chance until I learned
the next day at School that they had decided to continue the Revival
another week. Monday night I could hardly wait for the Evangelist to
finish speaking so I could go forward to accept Christ. When the
invitation was given I started forward and felt a tug on my coat; one
of my friends was trying toc encourage me, but I thought he was trying
to stop me, so .I left my coat with him and went to the Altar!i

I didn’t know much "Theology"” but I knew I was lost and wanted to
have my sins forgiven. As I knelt at the Altar someone leaned over
and told me to "Trust Jesus". I did- and have been doing so ever’
since. He forgave my sins; came intoc my heart through the Spirit, and
made me (yes, ME) a son of God. I still can’t get over the fact that
God Could, and Would, and Did Save ME.

Aand, finally, because of that night 25 years agos my life has heen
CHANGED. My body became the temple of the Holy Spirit and He has been
conforming me to the image of Jesus Christ. I’ve had ups and downs,
made mistakes {and felt the chastening hand of God!), and found that
the greatest part of Salvation is not it’s beginning but the fact
that it just keeps getting better and better. '

I1’'m glad God loved me encugh to let Jesus die for me. I’m glad
someone shared the Good News of the Gospel with me. A6nd I’m very glad
that God now allows me to spend my life and energy sharing the Gospel
with others.

Several years aftter I was saved I adopted Ps 16:11 THIU NILT SHEW NE THE
FATH OF LIFE: 1IN THY PRESEWCE IS5 FULNESS DF J0¥5 AT THY RIGHT WAMD THERE ARE PLEASURES FOR EVERNORE as my
"life verse" because it described what I have found in Christ- 1) a
Path for my Life, 2} a "partner" that brings joy in the journey, and
3) a home in Heaven that awaits me. The journey has been long and
eventful (Ask to see the "scrapbook" the Church gave me several years
ago?}) but I wouldn’t take anything for the road I’ve traveled or the
friends in Christ I’ve madej; and wait until you see what’s ahead!!!

Preacher Mike Psalm 16:11



ENL IGHTENMENT OM EASTER

1. The Word “Easter” is found ____ times in the Bible while the woro
"Christmas" is found ____ times. _

2. The Birth of Jesus is detailed in ____ of the Gospels while His
Death and Resurrection are told about in of the Gospels.

3. What is the Jewish holiday that is celebrated at the same time we

celebrate Easter ?

4. When Jesus washed the Disciples féét following the "Lord’s Supper”
was Judas present and did Jesus wash his feet ?

—— e o — ———— i —

S. What Strengthened Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane as he Prayed

_________ and what did His sweat look like __________7 {Lu 22:44)

6. How did Jesus identify His betrayer at Supper ________ ? (In 13:2646)

7. How did Judas identify Jesus to the mob__________ ? (Mk 14:44)

B. What charge did the Jewish council use to judge Jesus worthy of
Death ___ __ _______ (Mk 14:63-64)}7 What Charge did Pilate find to
crucify Wim ___ o ___ _ (Matt 27:22-26, 37).

9. What 3 names are used for the place where Jesus was Crucified?
_____________ (Mat 27:33) _______ _____(Mk 15:22) ________{Lu 22:33)

10. Who carried Jesus® Cross for HWim ____ ___ ___ 0o __ 7 (Lu 23:26)

11. While Jesus was being crucified it became dark for hours?

12. When Jesus yielded up the ghost the of the temple was

torn in two from to .. and,K there was an earthguake

to open? (Matt 27:50-33)
13. and . . performed the

——— e — ———— e e . ey e ] i o e e . e

burial services for Jesus (Jn 17:3B-42).

14, What 2 things did.the Pharisees do to the tomb of Jesus to insure

that His disciples would not steal His body ___ __ _ ?
19. What pérf of the burial garments of Jesus was not fogund with the
rest of bhis wrap ____ ____ ____ ?2 {Jn 20:7)
16. To Whom did Jesus appear on that first resurrecfion day
___________ (Mk 16:9) ___________ tu24:13y _______________tIn 20:19)
_______________ (Matt 28:9-10) ___ __ __________flu 24:34, I Cor 15:5)

is useless and our is no good. (I Cor 15:14)

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively
hope BY THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST FROM THE DEAD," (I Pet 1:3).



THE LAST WEEK

SUNDAY- Entrance into the city on an Ass with Palms and Praise
(First time meel and lowly on ass, second time on white
horse as conguerer. How will you receive Him?)

-Cast out Money changers and healed diseased (Just like He did
at the beginning of His mlnlstry).
—Home to Bethany

MONDAY -On the way to Jerusalem He cursed Fruitless Fig Tree {(Example
of Jews who looked like something but had no fruit. He called the
relgious leaders. "Unmarked. graves" that men walk on and don’t know
are there= live and die and made no difference!?

TUESDAY -Fit tree withered, the power of Faith
—Religious leaders challenge Christ’s Authority. Parable of
2 sons (Which obeyed?), wicked husbandman (sharecroper) who wanted
it all, Marriage feast (excuses and no wedding gown) '
~Buestion of tribute to Ceasar- render what is his—Herodians
~Saducees question Resurrection, wife of 7 brethern
-Pharisees ask greatest Commandment: Love God first .and
Neighbor as self.
-Jesus pronounced woe on Scribes and Pharisees (House left to
them desolate)
—Widow’s Mite
~Jesus tells the future Matt 24,25
-Jesus is anointed for burial at Simon the Leper s home
{Judas mad about "waste) . .
-Judas agrees to betray Jesus at'convient time.

WEDNESDAY ~Silent Wednesday

THURSDAY QPreparation fgr Passover {(Upper Room) ..
—-Passover, Feet washing, Lord’s Supper (The walking
sayings of Jobn 14-17. Promise of Place; Power; Praver)

FRIDAY {Before Dawn) -The agony of Prayer in the Garden

-The Arrest {The Disciples flee)

—Peter and Jobn follow Christ to High Priest’s Palace where
Christ is on trial. No witnesses can be found but Christ himself

gives enough evidence to allow them to' condemn Him. {Peter also on
"trial” but fails in denying Christ 3 times).
—Christ is taken to Pilate’s Hall {(Judas tries to return 30

pieces of silver— He confessed to Priest; Peter confessed to Godl!l}

-Pilate finds no fault in Christ and sent Him to Herod who has
him beaten and mocked {(Christ says nothing at all to Herod}

—Christ is returned to Pilate who tries unsuccessfully to have him
released. Finally despite the advice of his wife and his own conscience Pilate has
Christ beaten, mocked, a crown of thorns put on him and crucified while Barnabas
the murder is released by the request of the people. ({(Simon of Cyrene is
compelled te bear the cross; it does not say Christ fell with the Crass!}

—-Christ tells the women of Jerusalem to weep for themselves

{Around ?:00am) —-Jesus 1s Crucifed between 2 thieves

1. Father, Forgive them for they know not what they do.

~Soliders part his garments, Jews mock, thief repents

2. Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise

3. Woman behold thy Son, Behold thy mother

—Darkness from noon til 3pm

4, My Gods My God, why hast thou forsaken me

3. I thirst (Fulfill Scriptures)

6. It 1s finished

7. Father into thy hands I commend my Spirit

-Veil in temple rent in two, graves of saints opened

{Earthquake after veil, before graves open)
~Buried by Joseph and Nicodemus

~
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WHAT 19 SAR4D AND WHAT 12 23
: I John 1l:6- 2:%

We are enter1ng a Revival that we hope will Be. a turning pn1nt in
the life of many people- and in..our Church.

What is Revival? The dictignary gives it several meanings: 1) To
return to activity again. 2) Jo restore to life or consciousness.

3} To reanimate or renew the spirit, the mindy or the heart.
REVIVAL, therefore, deals with RESTORATION instead of Evangelism
(Although Evangelism will follow as a natural result of Christians
being restored to their Love for God and men).

Revival, however, must .be more than a DEFINITION; it must produce &
DEMONSTRATION!  When REVIVAL comes to the CHURCH the Holy Spirit (As
the "Breath of God") 1) Eliminates all foreign matter that blocks
it’s work and restores to normal function the body of Christ (The
Church) CIt does this by showing Christians how they have Grieved or
Quenched the Spiritl. 2) 8wakens the sleeping Christian by
whatsoever means necessary in order to get him back into the work of
the Lord. [Renewing First love, setting our hearts to prayer, etcl:
[See Rom 13:11-143. 3) Returns JOY to the Church, the Christian, and
the Community— Ps 8536 WILT THGU WOT REVIVE US AGAIN;. THAT THY PEDPLE HAY REJOICE IN THEE?
Revival, therefore, produces Christians that are Holy, Dedicated, and
Happy3 and we need a lot more of those!! ‘

When do we Need Revival?

1. When members who were once falthful begin to miss ‘Church Services
on a regular basis. . :

2. When Church members want to fellowsh:p with those outside of the
Church more that with God’s family.

3. When the Church has no Burden for lost souls, and there are no new
births into God’s family. :

4. When Tribulations and Trials attack people s faith and discourage
their hearts.

Why do we Meed Revival?? :

.We have leaders, sunday school teachers, and members of our church
that attend mainly .on Bunday, Morning. We must decide (1) if this is &
problem; (2) Is it .a Personal Problem or a Spiritual Problem; and (3)
what, if anything, can and should be done about it.

Most of our Teens and Young Adults attend only on Sunday Morning
and have no .dedication to the Church and it’s work. They are °
excellent in doing what they do when it’s convenient but are seldom
willing to sacrifice to get the job done.

Almost all of the Families in the Church have a sick family member,
shaky job situation, or. sticky family problem that dépletes time and
energy. How can we maintain a high Spiritual level of enthusiasm
while living in a world that constantly batters and beats us.

Most of. the "“prospects" for enlarging our Church have become so
familiar with the Gospel until their hearts are calloused and it’s
very very difficult to win them to the Lord. Many of them are family
members that were in Church at one time and have ceased to come for
one reason or another. Most of them have claimed to be 'saved" at one
time or another and bhave little confidence in their ability to live
the Christian life or in God’s ability to help them.

What do we want the REVIVAL TO ACCOMPLISH? 1) Christians to
Confess and forsake Sin. 2) Workers for God and the Church to become
dedicated and determined to fulfil God’s plan for their life. 3) Lost
Men and womens boy and girls to be ‘brought to Christ and born again.



fooay’'s Scripture brings put one of the main proklens we Lo: -
with if we are to experience genuine Revivalj the Hypocritical lire.
Men must be brought face to face with the reality of "What is Said
versus What is So”. We must learn to see ourselves as the Master sees
us instead of as the Mirror shows us. And then WE must do something
about what we see- James 1:23-25.

e L

IN DUR PERSONAL LIFE ~ I John 1:6-2:2

I. RELATIONSHIP- vs &-7
AY What is Said- "If we say" that we have fellow5h1p with hxm,
B} What is So~ and walk in darkness
Cy What Results- We lie, and do not the truth:

We say we’re Christians but our daily walk says that isn’t so.

I1. CHARACTER- vs 8-9 :

A) What is Said~ "If we say" that we have no sin.

By What is So- the truth is not in us.

£ What Resultgr We deceive curselves
We say we’re good moral people instead of lost hell bound sinners.
(The pig farmer could not .understand why he had only pig farmers for
friends until he took a bathi).

ITI. ACTIONS~ vs 10— 2: E
A) What is Said- “"If we say” that we have not 51nned,
B} ¥What is Spo- His word is not in us.
€ What Results- We make him a liar.
Dur Sins are only "slips"; regardless of what the Bible says.

Note the progression- We lie, then we deceive ourselves: then we mate
God a liar., We lie about our relationships, we begin to feel there was
never a need for a relationship, and finally we gquestion God for
auestioning us! We don?t have any 3OY, we don’t want to do any JOB
for God, and yet we smile and say: "Isn’t Heaven going to be grand”!!
IN DUR CHURCH LIFE -Rev 3:17-18 - _

A} What is Said- BEGAUSE -THOW SAYEST, I M RICH, AMD INCRERSED WITH BDOIS, ANG WAVE REED OF
KGTRINGS Self Sufficient: we use the world’s standards to' judge with.

B What. is So-— #ilb. KNOWEST NDT THAT THOU ART MRETCHED, wMG HMISERABLE, AND PODR, AND BLIND, FAHD
kikEds Deceived: about how God sees us. We think God sees pur “"tflash”
when He really sees our Flesh. ' '

C) What we Need to_ Do~ [ CDHMSEL THEE 1O Ay OF HE BOLD TRIEG IR THE FIRE, THAT THOU HAYEST
BE  Rifr; AHD WHITE RAIMEWT, THAT THOU WAYEST 2 CLOTHED, AHD THAT THE GSHARE OF THY MAREDNESS BO MOT APPEARS
ENG AWQINT THINE EVES WITH EYESRLVE, THAT THBU WAVEST SEE ‘

1. Hegarding Riches- get gold tried in the firej not "fool’s gold".
2. Regarding Clothes— Get white raiment to cover rnakedness instead of
the "filthy rags" of your own righteousness.

3. Hegarding Sight—- Anoint thine eyes with syesalve so you can see
what needs correcting— without glasses all | can see is a bluri a lot
of people look at their life that same way AND THEY NEED GLABSES. The
Church must have a correct Vision if it is to accomplish God’s will.,

How do you distinguish a Backslider?

i. Sits at the Devil’s Fire- Peter, lost Testimony

2. Lays in the DPevil’s Lap— Samsons ‘lost FPower

3. Loses sight of Reality— Laodicean Church, lost Christ!

When you face God it will not be "What is Said" but "What is Go". If
you can’t sing "Just As I Am" and mean it today then our altar is
open.
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' Spring is one of the most exciting times of the year around here.
The weather is beginning to become consistently warm so people can
ggt out of their homes and "stir around” a little: most people have
flna%ly begun to shake those pesky winter colds; and the great Easter
services here at Grace are only a few weeks away (bood Friday Cantata
and CQmmuniDn and Easter Sunday Sunrise Service and Breakfast).

thle we anticipate with Joy this special time, we look thru the
scriptures and see that Jesus also anticipated it; but in a different
way. He knew that he was journeying not just to Jerusalem but to
Ca}vary! He realized the pain and suffering that were ahead and he
tried to explain it to his disciples to prepare them.

Our Revival brought many dedications and determinations on
people’s part to be the Christian God wants them to be. Now we must
go from Determination to Doing. I want to look at the way Jesus
prepared his disciples for the coming Cross and see if we can’t learn
:fom that how we as Christians are to take up our Cross and follow

im.
Mark 8:31 AND HE BEGAN TO TEACH THEM, THAT THE SON OF MAN HUST SUFFER WARY THINGS, AWD BE REIJECTED OF
THE ELDERS, AND OF THE CHIEF PRIESTS, AND SCRIBES, AND BE KILLED, AND AFTER THREE DAYS RIGE AGAIN.
Mark 9:31 HE TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES, AND SAID UNTO THEM, THE SOW OF MAN IS DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF
HEN, FAND THEY SHALL KILL HIH; AFW”GFTER THAT HE IS KILLED, HE GSHALL RISE THE THIRD DAY,
Mark 10:32-34 #HD THEY WERE IN THE WAY GOING UP TO JERUSALEM; AKD JESUS WENT BEFORE THEM: AND THEY
WERE AMAZED; AND AS THEY FOLLOWED, THEY WERE AFRAID. AND HE TOOK AGAIM THE THWELVE, AND KEGAN TD TELL THEMW
WHAT THIHGS SHOULD HAPPEM UNTO HIM. SAYING BEMOLD, WE G0 UP TD JERUSALEN; AND THE SOM OF MAN SHALL BE
RELIVERED UNTO THE CHIEF PRIESTS, AND UNTO THE SCRIBES; AND THEY SHALL CONDEMN HIH TO DEATH, ANG SHALL DELIVF
Hii TD THE GEWTILES: AND THEY SHALL ROCK HIM, AMD SHALL SCOURGE HIN, AND SHALL SPIT UPON HWIM, AND SHALL KiLL
Hi: AND THE THIRD DAY HE SHALL RISE AGAIN. E ‘ YV

I. EDUCATION- He taught them= This was part of the Preparation of His
Disciples.
" A) They didn’t understand His purpose- They still thought he was
going to set up a great Physical Kingdom {See 10:35-45 where
immediately after Jesus told them of the coming Cross James and John
asked to sit on his right and left hand in His coming kingdom).
That’s the way it is today- People are more interested in God saving
their marriage or job than they are in Him saving their souls! People
must be taught that their Spiritual Well being is much more important
than their Physical needs FOR WHAT SHALL 1T PROFIT A WAN, IF HE SHALL GRIN THE WHOLE WORLD,
fikD LOSE HIS OWH 50UL? Mark B:36

B) They were_ afraid of what was to come- They knew that the
religious leaders were out to kill Jesus (which meant they too might
be on the "hit list"). When Jesus had returned to raise Lazarus the
disciples must have hesitated to come with Him and Thomas{(!) had
urged them to go die with Him if necessary. Now Jesus was talking
about going to Jerusalem to die and they didn’t want to hear that.

Isn’t this the way it is today? Everyone wants to go to Heaven but
no one wants to go by way of the cross! People die and spend eternity
in Hell because they are afraid of Public opinion, Persecution, or
vielding their life to God. Some how we must make them understand
what Jesus meant when he said, HHISDEVER WILL SAVE HIS LIFE SHALL LGSE IT5 BUT WHOSOEVER
SHALL LOSE RIS LIFE FOR MY SAKE AND THE BOSPEL 5, THE GAME SHALL SAVE IT. Mark B:35

But the Christian Journey 1s not just Education, it is also-




II. DEDICATION- "The Son of Man MUST SUFFER many things" "Tagy
shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him"

A) Perseverance- Chr15t1an1ty is not simply a religion of the
mind, it affects a person’s life and relationships. As you journey to
Jerusalem your actions and attitudes will be in such sharp contrast
to those of the world until they will beg1n to resent and resist you.
Friends will become foes (Sometimes a man’s enemies shall be those of
his own household— Matt 10:36). But we must go with a Dedication and
Determination that will neat look back or stop along the way- Mark
8: 38 WHIS0EYER THEREFORE SHALL WE ASKANED OF KE AWD OF MV WORDS IN TRIS ADULTEROUS AND SINFUL BERERATION;
OF  HIN ALSD SHALL THE SON OF HAW DBE ASHAKED, WHEN WE CONETH IN THE BLORY OF WIS FATHER WITH THE KGLY ANMGELS.

B) "Preaching"—- We don’t hide From the Cross (to avoid
persecution) or Behind the Cross as "pitiful Martyrs" but we boldly
Carry our Cross so the worilid will know that we belong to Christi and
by so doing show them the way of Salvation. Bal &6:14 GO0 FOREID THAT 1 SHOULE
BLORY, SAVE IN THE CROSS ©UF OUR LORD JESUS CMRIST, B! HHDH THE WORLD 15 CRUCIFIED UNTO HE, AKD 1 UNTD THE
WORLD.

I11. SALVATION- But the Cross cannot affect our relationship with
cthers and bring us the Peace we long for unless it affects our
relationship with God.

AY Jesus knew that his Death was com1ng—-H15 ‘purpose in coming to
earth was to die for the sins of marnkind. We must boldly come to the
Foot of the Cross and lay not only our sin debt but also our very
lives down and begin a new life in Christ+ Mark 8:34 WHIS0EVER WILL COME AFTER
WE , LET Hil DENY HINSELF, &MB TAKE WP HTS CRO35, AND FOLLOW ME.

B) His Resurrection would follow- "Aftéer 3 days he shall rise
again' Everything was worth the "Now" because of the "After" to
come. bLater the Disciples could rejoice that they were counted worthy
of suffering shame for the name of Christ because of the realization
of His Resurrection. If we can grasp toddy that we are on a journey
instead of a "joyride" it will change the journey into an abundant
life that will include joy even if it means going through Ealvary!!

Is your Destination Heaven today? Everyone has to go by Calvary to
reach the Promised Land. Have you been there for Salvation?? Are you
willing for Calvary to be a part of God’s Plans for your life??
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It was a Blessed Easter
Season. The Holy Spirit
graciously attended each service
and I’m glad we were able to get
Video and RAudioc tapes of the
services to re-live over and
over. I hope you can get a copy
and rejoice with us., The Audio
Tapes contain the Children’s
Program /the Message given
during the Sunrise .

Service ard the
Eagter Sunday
Cantata. Another
contains the
Friday Niqght

Cantata as well as
the Sunday Morning Cantata
(Great music on both sidesl!),
The Video tapes contain all of
this (in living Color!). Order
vour free copies today.
'rrfq‘ Some special things

-' will be bhappening this
Sunday: 1) The Time will
Change to daylight
savings time (Don’t be

ii:r

late). 2) Brother Damon Runion
will teach the Adult Sunday
School Lesson for the first

time. 3) The Choir will begin
practicing for it’s next big
concert.

Why don’t vou GET a Blessing
and BE a Blessing by Attending
Services At Grace this week.

1 really APPRECIATE the
continued support for this
outreach work.
Branching out into
videos has been very
expensive but the Lord
has continued to meet
every need through
these wonderful
supporters— Mrs Jeanetta West,
Mr and Mrs Olee Elmore, Billie
Ard, Jack B Hanna, Marion & Mary
Tunstall, Mr & Mrs W C Bell,
Josh and Matthew Frye, Bill and
Elise McBride, Mr and Mrs W M
Mixon, Janice Funion, Marion
Coker, Bessie Srooms, Mr and Mrs
E F McCumber, and several
Anonymous. I also Appreciate
MEMORIAL. GIFTS from Mrs W R
Calcut in memory of Sadie Green
and Eris Jones in memory of Rev
Paul Clayton, Manuel Ard, and
Jessie Lou Gaskins.

Our Radio outreach enables us
to at least double our
congregation each week and with
audio and video cassettes we
probably double again. Wouldn’t
it be great if we could reach
1000 people each week!! (On
weeks wa mail the newsletter we
probably reach more than that).
Wouldn’t it be great if we could
reach 5000 people each week!!
Pray!! Preacher Mike Ps. 146:11
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-~ SERVICE OR BETRAYAL
Mark 14:1-11 John 18:1~-t

Today is a very special day for me. lIt’s by 27th birthday 1n the H/f
Lord! On Monday night, March 19, 1962 I knelt at an alter 1n New
Propsect FWB Church and had my sins forgiven, my name written in the
Lamb’s book of life, and I became a son of God. The journey has been
great and the destination is Out of this World!!

Dn that Monday night 1 was faced with a decision that every one of .
us must face— To serve the Lord or deny Him and face life (and dea?h) ~
on my own. I, of course, decided to Serve Him and determined that if *

I was going to Serve Him that I wanted to be the best Servant I could J
be. That’s what impresses me about today’s scripture; here is a woman
that served the Lord so as to be remembered always! Let’s look_at how
she served, determine to serve the same way, and heed the caution of
one who decided to betray instead of serve.

- 1. YTHE SERVICE- She WANTED to dd something for Jesus. She accepted

Him as her Saviour, sat at His feet to hear His teachings, and wanted

to work for Him. Service like this includes: —
1. PERSONAL INVOLVEMENY You can’t be a Spectator and Servel!

A) Personal Sacrifice: The Best she had- God doesn’t want our
"Seconds"; He demands first place as our God (Ex 20:3) and in our |
Love (Mk 12:30). This alabaster Box of spikenard cintment was
usually saved for a woman’®s wedding dowry; What a Sacrifice!

B) Financial Sacrifice: Equal to a year’s wages. Most people are
willing to serve the Lord if it does not involve time or money but -
Mary was willing to give her time and a tremendous amount of money.
(Compare to the Rich Young Ruler who went away lost because he valued |
his money above God). _ -

C) Social Sacrifice: “"They murmured against. her". You’ll be
misunderstood and talked about, [Note that they had "indignation
within themselves" until Judas made a public statement and then they _
all jumped on the "bandwagon"l.

2. PRDPER PRIORITIES- Mary learned early there is a difference .
between being "Busy" and Serving the Lord. Martha was cumbered about ‘
with much serving (Still at it! Jn 12:2) but Mary did the needful. -

A) Determine the Timing: Poor you have always but only anointing
Jesus would get for burial. It is so important to learn When God .
wants things done— He has a timetable and you must follow it. ;

B) Determine your Talent: She did what she could. She couldn’t
preach but she ctould anoint His body. Blessed is the person that does
what THEY’RE supposed to do . ¥ J
3. PERPETUAL MEMORIAL- Hev service became a Perpetual Testimony for

God. It accomplished it’s purpose and God honored it. That’s what you
want to do with your life! -

L

iI1. BETRAYAL- Judas }
1. More concerned with _money than the Master- "why was not this -
ointment sold and the money given to the poor” when actually he

wanted it for himself since he was a thief of the disciples treasury.

2. Buick to Eriticize those who serve. Hate to be "shown up".

3. Infected the other disciples with his discontent Mk 14:5., Hrong =
always wants a "lynch mob" to justify it. ~/

4, Used this rebuke as an excuse to betray the saviour- Mk 14:10-11 :
Looking for an excuse instead of an opportunity. ,

He bhad every opportunity to do right:

1. With Jesus continually 2. Had preached and cast out demons.

He chose to Betray Christ instead of serve Him. How about You?7??



' THE RACER ‘ ‘ |
Heb 12:1-2 WHEREFORE SEEING WE.ALSO ARE CONPASSED ABOUT WITH SO SREAT A CLOUD OF WITMESSES, LET US LAY
ASIDE EVERY WEIBHT, AND THE SIN WHICH DOTH 50 ‘EASILY BESET US, AKD LET US RUN WITH PATIEMCE THE RACE THAT IS
SET BEFORE US. LOOKING UNTO JESUS THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH; WD FOR THE JOY THAT WAG SET BEFORE
. HIN ENDURED THE CROSS, DESPISING THE SHAHE, AND 1S SET DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE THRONE OF GOD.

We're going to have a special "Grace Spring
20" during Prayer Meeting tonight. Our young
people will be the "cars” and the rest of us

& will be their "crew". :Each.car will run one lap

' around the "race track" and make a pit stop;
there their crew [chosen in a random drawing
before the racel will find the answer to a
guestion in the quiz on the back of this page.

" Once the answer is found the car can compete
another lap. The first car to complete all 20
laps will win.

Before we begin the "Race" however, let’s look at what the Bible

says about how to be a good."Racer".: o '

1. The Encirclement— CONPASSED ABCUT WITH S50 GREAT A ELOUD OF WITNESSES. You need to
have some Spectators ta cheer you on. The writer here is referring to
the Heavenly Host that observes Christiang as they live for the lLord
and weé need to bé constantly awaré that they*re withessing dur work
(Elijah and Moses talked with Jesus about his coming crucifixion on
the Mount of Transfiguration- Luke 9:30-31). When you get weary in
the way may their "cheers"™ provide incertive to continue. =~

2. The Encumbrances— LAY ASIDE EVERY WEIGHT, @WD THE SIN WHICH DOETH 50 EASILY BESET US. A
Racer soon learns that things that may not be "wrong" may be "weight”
and cause him great diffiCulty in the race. He must chose between
winning and keeping the weight; and ss he grows in the Lord more and
more of the weight will be shed.

3. The Endurance~- LET US RUN WITH PATIENCE THE RACE THAT 1S SET BEFFE US. A good racer
learns that his Stops as well as his Speed are important in the race
(See Is 40:31). Not only must the Racer learn that the race is more
than one "lap” but he must also learn to trust and depend on his "pit
crew". In the same way a Christian must learn to work WITH other
Christians as well as work OUT his salvation {(that’s why in our race
the racer will carry the Bible that the Pit Crew needs to find the
answer to the gquestions. The Racer presents it to the Pit Crew chief
upon arrival in the "pit area" and then this chief will find the
answer s0 the racer can continue on his journey}. This develops
Patience and cooperation; two things that are greatly needed in many
churches!

4. The Example-~ LDOKING UNTD JESUS THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF {QUR FAITHs MO FOR THE JOY THAT WAS
SEY BEFORE HIM EWDURED THE CROSS, DESPISING THE SHAME, In today’s race the Pastor will
shiow you how everything is to be done so everyone will understandj in
the race of life the Lord has given us His example in the Word of God
and if we are to bring Glory to God t(as HE did) then we must follow
in the footpath he has left.

- Not only is He our Example, He is also our Encouragers; and our
Enabler. He krnows the "race course”" we’re running and continually
gives us encouragement to keep on and the power to do so.

What is a Race without a Reward? In the case of Jesus he-— 5 ST DJ0sH AT
THE RIGHT HAHD OF THE THRONE OF GUD. In our Case it will be to glorify God on
earth and live with God in Glory! {In our physical race tonight it
will be "cookies and coke" for everyone. Not exactly Heaven!! but it
will let you know that at the end of this life’s race there is a
marriage feast for the Bride of Christ that every Christian will
attend).



A)

B)

c)

D)

E)

F)

BIBLE CONVERSATION STARTERS

The Longest verse in the Bible is Esther 8:9. The Shortest verse
in the Bible is John 11:35. )
Ezra B:9 contains every letter of the alphabet except "J". Daniel
4:37 contains every letter of the alphabet except "Q".

The lLongest word in the Bible is: "Maher-shalal—-has-baz" (18
letters) found in Isaiah 8:1.

II Kings 19 and Isaiah 37 are the same. Verses 8, 15, 21, and 31
of Psalm 107 are the same.

These words occur only once in the Bible:

Eternity (Is 57:15); Reverend (Ps 111:9)3 Grandmother (I Tim 1:95)3
and Gnat (Matt 23:24).

Boy and Boys occur 3 times in scripture (Joel 3:3, Gen 25:27, Zech
8:5) while Girl and Girls occur only twice (Joel 3:3, Zech 8:3).

Unusual Things in the Bible:

1

2}
3}

4 )

a2)
&)

7}

8’
F)

10}
11)

12)
13)
14)
15}
16)
17)
i8)
19)
20)

Man who lived to be 269 years old (Gen 5:27).
Do you know what happened the year he died?

Man who used a stone for a pillow (Gen 28:11)

it i o S T i} e T Pt i

Baby who had a scarlet thread tied around his hand before he was
born {Gen 38:28-29)

The man who controlled a battle by holding out his bands (Ex
17:211)

The man who had a bed 13 1/2 feet long and &6 feet wide (DPeut
3:11)

The women who had to shave their heads before they could marry
(Deut 21:11-13)

The woman who killed a man by driving a tent stake through his
head (Jud 4:17-21)

——— e e s L — e i ey . oy i o

An army with 700 left handed men (Jud 20:16)

The man whose hair weighed about &6 2/3 pound when it was cut
annually (I1 Sam 14:246)

The man who had 12 fingers and 12 toes (II Sam 21:20)

When an Axe floated on the water (I Kings &6:1-6)

The man who had 700 wives and 300 concubines (I King 11:3)
The man who had 88 children (Il Chron 11:21)

When did the Sun travel backward (Is 38:8)

The Preacher who walked naked for 3 years (Is 20:2-3)

kWhen an entire graveyard came to life at one time (Ezek 37:-)_

The Harlot who was the ancestor of Christ (Matt 1:90)________ _____
The man who ate locust for food (Matt 3:4}



LIVING IN THE LIGHT OF THE RESURRECTION - -

There is probably not a person here today that does not kriow that
Jesus rose from the grave {(And most of you claim to believe it!}.
It’s a marvelous truth but one we’ve gotten used to (Example of my
wife and I- we used to sit in the car for hours and talk; since we’ve
goiten married we dnn t sit 5 seconds!i!, We love each other more,
it’s, just that we’ ve grown past that stage). I believe' this is the
same way we should look at the Resurrection today. We dori’t need to
?rove it as a fact but move past that to living it’s reallty in our

ives. E

If the Resurrection is g01ng'tn aftfect our ltives then we must learn

it’s Implication and our Obligations

I. RESURRECTION IMPLICATIONS: ' S

A) REDEMPTION 'IS ACCEPTED- (God’s Big "PAID IN FULL" over our Sin
debt). Rom 4:25 WHD WAS DELIVERED FOR OUR OFFENSES, AND WAS RAISED AGAIM FOR DUR JUSTIFICATICN.
Rom 1:4 AND DECLARED TO BE THE SON OF GOD WITH POMER, ACCORDING TO THE SPIRTT OF HOLINESS, BY THE
RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD. I Cor 15217 IF CHRIST BE NOT RAISED. YOUR FAITH IS VAIN; YE ARE YET I¢
YOUR SINS.

i. Resurrection is more than new life— Many have returned from
the dead (widow’s son that Elijah raised, dead soldier raised by
touching Elisha’s bones,; Lazerus, Jarius® daughter, widow of Nain’s
son, etc) but Christ was resurrected never to die again (The wages of
sin have been paid and death has no more hold over him}. :

2. Christianity is not based on the teachings of Christ but on
His death and resurrection (See I Cor 1S:1-4). The rich young ruler
had kept the commandments but he went away lost because he would not
come to Christ by way of the Cross.

[Isn’t it strange how easily we get used to the fact that Christ died
in our place!! If you paid off my car right now so that I didn’t have
a car payment I’d be ecstatic; yet most people sit uncoved and look
almost bored when I tell them Christ died in their piscell.

B) ALL POWER IS AVAILABLE- Matt 28:18-19 AL POUER It GIVEN UNTO HE IN HERYVEN AND
IN EARTH, G0 YE THEREFIRE... The Holy Spirit has come and Hisg power is
available to us (Td kill giarits and capture walled cities in our
"Promised Land"). Resurrection enables us to see the power God has
given us— Ep 1:18-20 THE EYES OF ?DUR UNDERSTANDING BEING EMLIGHTEWEDS THAT VE MAY KNOM WHAT 1S
THE HOPE OF WIS CALLINE, AND WHAT THE RICHES' OF THE SLORY OF HIS INHERITANCE IN THE 5AINTS, ANWD WHAT IS THE
ESCEEDING GREATMESS OF WIS POWER TD USWARD WHD BELIEVE, ACCORDING TO THE WORKING OF WIS MWIGHTY FOMER WHICH HE
WROUBHT IN CHRIST WHEN HE RAISED KIN FRON THE DEAD, AND GSET HIN AT HIS OMN RIBHT HAND 'IN THE HEAVENLY PLACES.
FAR ABOVE ALL PRIMCIPALITIES AHD POWERS ARD EVER NAME THAT IS NAMED., We're like the 2 shoe
salesmen who were sent to Africa3 one came home in despair and said,
"No one wears shoes in Africa", the other sent a telegram to the home
office ordering cases of shoes and sayings '"NO ONE wears shoes in
Africal!”". Multitudes of Christians don’t realize that God has already
conquered our worst enemies and surely can help us conquer those that
remain.
{NOTE- This is not Freedom from Failure as some advocate (Jesus was
broke, homeless, used a borrowed tomb, and had to let one of his
disciples care for his mother, Paul was run out of town, stoned,
jailed, and counted all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ). It is POWER TO BE WHAT GOD WANTS YOU TO BE-
11 Cor 9:9 AHD G0B I5 ABLE TO WAKE ALL GRACE ABOUND TORARD YOU, THAT YE, ALWAYS MAVING ALL SUFFICIENCY
IH ALL THINGS, MAY ABOUND TO EVERY GOOD WORK.)




Ly=t ALL BE DESTROYED IS
C) DEATH HAS BEEN CONGUERED- I Cor 15:2& THE LAST ERENY THAT EhA A !
[EATH. Rewv 1318 1 A HE THAT LIVETH, AND WAS DEAD; MWD, REHOLD, 1 AN ALIVE FOR EVERWORE, AMENS AND HE

THE KEVS OF HELL AND DEATH., Heb 2:15 THRU DEATH HE HAS DESTROVED HIN THAT HAST WEP@H oF MHHAMI
DELIVERED THEK WiHO THROUSH FEAR OF DEATH WERE ALL THEIR LIFETINES SUBJECT 70 BONDASE. I Tim 1:10 WTI
NOW NADE MAMIFEST BY THE APPEARING OF QUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST, WHO HATH ABOLISHED DEATH, AHD HﬁTﬂ BROUGHT

LIFE AND INMORTALITY TG LIGHT THROUGH THE GOSPEL :

I11. RESURRECTION OBLIGATIONS: The Benefits of Resurrection are
tremendous but great rewards also mean great responsibilities. The
Resurrection is not simply something we discuss in the Past and look
forward to in the Future; it is something we LIVE IN THE PRESENT. }t
not only declares our Salvation and empowers us to live the Christian
life; it also presents us with obligations.

A) PREACH THE GOSPEL- After His resurrection Jesus had one great
theme— Matt 28:19-20 60 YE THEREFORE, AND TEACH ALL NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEN IN THE NANE OF THE
FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY BHOST; TEACHING THEW TD DBSERVE ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER 1 HAVE COMNARDED
YOU; AND LD, I &M WITH YOU ALWAY, EVEN UNTO THE END OF THE WORLD. Mark 1&:15 &0 YE INTO ALL THE
WORLD, AND PREACH THE GOSPEL TG EVERY CREATURE. Acts 1:8 YE SHALL RECEIVE POMER AFTER THAT THE HOLY
GHDST 15 CONE UPON YOU: AND YE SHALL BE WITNESSES UNTQ ME BOTH IN JERUSALEM, AND IN ALL JUDEAR, AND IN
SAMARIA, AND UKTD THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE EARTH.

1. Witness— of Christ. He said that if HE was lifted up HE would
draw all men unto Himself. Men need to know that Jesus has paid their
sin debt and is living to make intercession for them. ‘

2. Make Disciples~ Salvation is not the end of the Journeyji just
as the Cross was not the end of Christ! Now we must make "disciples”
of those who believe and accept Christ. That’s the purpose of the
Church. :

B) PREPARE FOR HIS COMING- The fact that He went away and said He
would return:

1. Gives us Hope- Titus 2313 LOOKING FOR THAT BLESSED HOPE AND THE GLORIDUS APPEARING
OF THE GREAT 60D AMD OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST:

2. Makes us Holy- I John 3:2-3 BELOVED, KOW ARE WE THE SOMZ BF GGD. AND [T DOTH HOT
YET APPERR WHAT WE SHALL BE; BUT WE KHGW THAT, WHEN HE SHALL APPEAR, WE SHOLL BF Li¥: HIN; FOR WE GSHALL SEE
HIW AS HE 15. AWD EVERY MAN THAT HATH THIS HOPE IR HIM PURTFIETH HIMSELF, EVEN r3 HE 15 PURE. )

3. Promises us a Home- John 14:2-3 IN NV FATHER’S HGUSE SRE MANY MANSIONS: IF 17
RERE KOT G0, 1 WOULD HAVE 7TOLD YOU. 1 B TD FREPARE A PLACE FOR YOU. AWD IF I &7 AND PREPARE A PLACE FOR
You, 1 WILL COME AGAIMN, AMD RECEIVE YOI UMTD MY SELF: THAT WHERE 1 AW, THERE YE #aY BE ALSD.

If you lack assurance of Salvation- The Price has been paid
If you need power—- He has conquered every enemy.

If you fear death- He has defeat it

And He’s Coming; Are you ready for His Return.

—



I | r— T

r—

- GRAUL

And

GLORY

Grare Free Will Baptist Church
“@o Know and To Show Christ”

BIBLE STUDY HOUR 10:00AM
MORNING EVANGELISTIC

‘SERVICE (LIVE OVER WJOT) 11:00AM
EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE ~ 6:00 PM

9% WEDNESDAY PRAYER SERVICE 7:30PM

MIRCHEAL JONES , PASTOR
(803) 394-3725

VOL. IV NUM g 04-13-gg LAWRENCE STREET - PO BOX 1003 « LAKE CITY, SC. » 29560

It must be getting close to
Spring around here because it’s
becoming a "Beehive" of
activity. During Quarterly
Conference last week the Church
decided to put
a 2 car garage
on the back of
the Parsanage.
The Men of the
Church will do
the work and
it will be a
PROJECTS| 5isoee

addition. We

also decided
to purchase the Microphones and
cables we need to ensure that
our PA System works correctly so
that the Radio, Cassette, and
Video Ministry can hear the same
wonderful singing that those
that attend Church hear.

Brother Damon Runion, Todd
Newell, and David Gowdy have
already spent several nights at
the Church adjusting the system
and practicing their music and
the results have been very
encouragqing. We hope it won’t be
long until the "Mechanical™®
parts are all fixed and the
people who watch and listen
won't notice anything except how
natural it all sounds.

I hope it won’t be long until
when people think of Grace they
not only think of our Outreach
Ministry but also of our Music
Ministry. Just one more step in
developing a Great Church for
God here in Lake City.

We are trying to get as many
of the "odd jobs" out of the way
as we can so that we can
concentrate all our efforts on
our new Church Building. We"ll
probably take it a step at a
time—- new parking, rework plot
of ground where the new Church
will sit, and then the final
drive for the new building. Of
course, if we can start having
150 in Sunday School very soon
then we can advance our
schedulet!

The Outreach Ministry
continues to be used of the Lord
also. The audic and video
cassette ministries enable many
people to enjoy our services
when they aren’t able ta attend.
Several needy families have been
assisted thru the Outreach
Ministry and numerous pastors
have received books or tapes to
assist them in their work.
Thanks to everyone who helps
make this possible.

Preacher Mike FPgsalm lé311
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TEMPTATION "S5 COLORDS

James 1:2 My bneihern, counk L& alf Joy when ye Hafl inko divens
temptations! The word "divere”™ here comes from a Greek work meaning
"motley™ or "Many colored"” (usually translated “Different")._James .
Wwants us to know that Temptation takes many formg, and sometimes it’'s
difficult to identify, but I think it will be easier if we learn to
recognize the Many Coloras of Temptatlon:

1. Black= Black comes from the absence of light and is usually .
amsociated with "the blackness of Despair” or Discouragement. This i=
a Temptation that everyone must endure as Satan continually trles to
hide the light of God from our faces. In the Dark you mugst deal with
an Active Imagination ("Boogie men" )} and Isolation (You lose the
"sight sensor” and only relate to things that YOU can feel). It was
in the Blackness of Despalr that Job’s wife said, "Curse God and Die™
(There is no Hope) and in the Blacknesz of Diecouragement that Elijal.
sulked under the Juniper Tree saying, "I, alone, am left” (There is
no Help). This Temptation can be conquered by the Light of God thru
Hig Word (Ps 119:105) and thru the Witnese of Christians (Matt S:14).

2. Rad- Red is normally associated with Dasger. In this regard I
think we ¢an classify this as the Temptation to "Open Sin™. These are
the sins of the "red light District™. This was the Temptation the
Prodigal Son succumbed t@.‘He thought the world would be wild and
wonderful but it turned out to be poverty and hog-pens. Young people
especially are attracted by "Red” but people ih their mid forties
geem to get "red-~eye™ also. The way to Avoid this temptation is to
AVQID THIS TEMPTATIONIY When you saeé "Red”., Stop.

3. Yellow~ Yellow is the color of a Coward and is linked to the
temptation to lack of Faith- Rev 21:8 Buk ihe {uangul, and
unbelieving, ...shokZ have thein pank An the Rake of fine which
burmeih with {.ine awd brnimsione: This Temptation can ke avoided by
putting on the whole armor of God (Ep 6:10~17) go you can defeat
Satan and then Building your life on Christ the Rock so life’s Storm:
won't frighten you. ' ' T )

4. Green- This is when people are "Green wWith Envy”. This Temptation
iz seldom preached on today but it greatly affects our scocliety. It
was such a prevalent Temptation until God made the 10th Command to
deal with 1t; Ex 20:17 Thou sholkt noxt covei Lhy neighbon’s house,
thou shollX nok covet Lhy vneighbon’s wife, non his mansenvani, naon his
moddsenvandt, non his o, non his ass, non any thing thot s thy
nedighbon’>s. And Paul told the Colossiana that it could lead tec a far
worst sinj Col 3:5 covekousness, which Js ildoRainy;. The Answer to
this Temptation 1s found in Heb 13:5 lLeit youn convernsotion be without
covelousness; and be content wikh such things as ye have! fon he hath
soid, T will meven Reave ithee, mon {orwake thee.~ Count your
Blessings and Remember God's constant care and protection are vours.

5. Blue-~ This is a gubtle temptation because it deals with Pleasures
that become Problems- The "good”™ replaces the best. Every life needs
some Blue Skies but Blues Skies alone produce desert- "I walked a
mile with Pleasure, she chattered all the way, but I was none the
Wwiser for all she had to say. 1 wualked a mile with sorrow, not a word
saild she, but 0 the things 1 learned that day when sorrow wWalked with
me™. It is when you are rich and increased wmith goods and have need
of nothing that you wander away from God. Raemember the admonition of
Pe 62:10 Aif ruiches Avicneose, ael noil youn heonk upon them

Temptation has many shades and colors but a Christian knows to keer
his garment white azs all times,.

"

-



FALSE THINGS ABOUT GOD'S WILL

Col 1:9-10 Feon this cause we oRaoo, since the doy we heand Ak, do nok
cease to prnay 4on you, and to desine thot ye might he £ifRed wiith 4he
knom%edge of his wilR Ain af8 wisdom and spinituol undenstanding: thak
ye mighd wollk wonithy of the Lond uniteo ol pleosing, being Hfrnuiifdul in
eveny good wonk, and Ancneaaing JAin Lhe knowledge of God

Paul's Prayer here shows that The Will of God allow us to:

A) Walk Worthy of the Lord unto all Plegasipg- Flease God

B) Being Fruitful in every good work- Eear Fruit -

C) Increasing in_the Knouledee of God=- Learn about God

You can't ask for 3 greater goals than that. Why then do so many
reople fail to commit themselves to God*'s Will for thelr lives?

The.Problem is that many people have a false concept of what God's
Will ie and how you Determine it. ’ :

Men Falsely say that God's Will is: :
1.-Dangeroua— Somehow it will harm you or cause you a great deal of
pain if you obey God (If I commit mygelf to God He will make me be a
Preacher or Missionary (There are worst things, you know!!l?3})
The Truth: It's Dangercus NOT to do God's Will. Do you want to face
God with a wasted life and unused talents??

2. bistant- God's Will does not invclve youth. It's something for
older people toc be concerned with.

The Truth: Get in God's Will as soon as possible. 4 little veer at
first can cause a big deviation in the long run. The Longer you delay
the lest useful you'll beg.

3. Divided- God has a Good, Acceptable and Perfecit Will (Rom 12:2)
and most people don't want to be dedicated engugh to chose God's Best
g0 they settle for the "good".

The Truth: God has One Will that is Good, Acceptablie, and Perfect;
Don’'t settle for cheap substitutes [Remember tihe man during the Civil
Mar that wore a Blue Coat and Gray Pants so he could please everyone;
and then both sides shot himtil].

4. Difficult to Dimcover- lt's almost imposszible to determine what
God wants vou. to do. . . '

The Truth: God reveals His will thru His Word, thru the Urges of Life
{What do you WANT to do??, and by Faith (We do not live by
Explanations but by Promisges. Many people want to understand God’s
Plan before they will follow it. But the Truth i=s that when we follow
God's Flan then we begin to understand it. God is not obligated to
explain Himself to us but He will make Plain the Path He expects us
to take). :

A)Y It's God's Will that we do our Jjob well- Eph 6:6 Noit wiih
eyesenvdice, aa menpleaserns; buk os the senvanks of Chrust, doing the
wil? off God 4dnem the heoant See I Pat 2:15

BY It's God’'s Will that we Live a Holy Life~ I Thess 4:3 Fan thias
s the willl of God, ewven youn sancitifdication , that uve should abedain
fnom {faenvnication:

CY» It's God's Will that we Trust Him in all Circumstances- I Pet
42119 UWUhenefdone fei Lhem thot suffden acconding ko Lhe will of God
commit the keeping of thein soulls 1o him .in welkl deoing, as unko a
doithfulr Cneataon.

ARE YOU DOING GOD 'S WIILLILZ



FE!&“T I'T'LJEJEE
I THESS 5:18 In evenukhing give kthunks: ﬁan this As the Wi LR oﬁ God
in Chouekt JTesus concennﬂnd [ZT=1VN ‘
Let 's begin with a "Quiz™. List the Follow;ng in the order yvou feel
they belong. "The Problem wlth People ig":
1. Not Grateful . P
2. Not Showming Love ' ‘
3. Critical ‘ R
4. Prideful : DR o
5. Not Understanding o

I sort of "stacked the decks™ in -this list. Each of these i=s
bamically the game form of Ingratlitude. Hany'yéars ago someone took «
poll as toc the greateat sin committed by mankind and the surprising
ansWer Was "ingratitude™. Let's iook at 10 ways we can cultivate the
habit of Gratitude. ‘ :

1. Remember that there is no such thing as a melf made man. All
Christians are part of the Body of Christ and each part is vital to
the cthers~ I Cor 12:12 Fon as ithe body ds one, and hath many
membens , and o Lhe memberns 06 Xhat UﬂL body being many, ane ome
body: a0 also Aies Chuiisi,

2. The Foundation of Gratitude is to expect nothing- Luke 17:10 So
Bilecwisre ue, when ye shol® have done af @ those Lhings which ane
commandad gou, say, WMe ong unpnodiieble senvandks: we have done. Lhai
which was oun diutluy Lo Jo. Remember it'sm better to be ashed to come up
to the head of the table than to be vut qown.

3. Weigh a Small Gift- Prov '17:8 A gift Js&s s a pnecious stone in the
ryes of him that haih 4i%: whithernsoevern ikt twiaeth, AL pnespenekh.
Remember that "money is time wrapped in a paper sack'™ (%10 is 2 hours
of a person’s life at 39 per hour!>. '

4. Do Not Weigh a Large Gift~ Deut 16319 Theou shali wot wnesk
Judgment; thou shoflk ok nespect pensons, nelihen take a gift: fon a

9&6& doth blind ihe eyes of the wkae, and porvent the wonds of the
nighkeows.

5. NHever lose appreciation for a gift. Kids epect big Christmas
Presents and don't appreciate them as much as a surprise.

6. Let nothing exlLinguish gratitude- Don't Second Guess the Giver.

Y. Feel Gratitude as you remember thingus done for you- Keesp a
"Gratitude Book™ instecad of a "Grudge Book™,

3. Express Gratitude- Remember the 9 lepers who didn't return. Send
Cards, Calls, etc.

2. Be Grateful for the USUAL- Anvone can be thankful for bonusi: be
thankful for a salary.

10. Be Grateful for not receiving what some others receive- Those
Wwith less responsibillities also have less pressures! Don’'t Cavet
until vou know the groaning that goes with the gift!



Ftormsa of Life

I. The Inevitability of Storms. Ecc 3:1=-8 To eveny thxns thene As'
seasan, and a Lime Lo evany punpose unden ithe heaven: A fime 1o b
porm, and a iime ‘o dAe, a time %o plant, and a xime ko nﬁuck up, that
which is plonied; A iAme o kxlk, and a iime to heul, a time o hneah
down, and a *ime 1o build up, A time ko weep, and a time %o Rauah, a
time Lo mourm, ond o iime to dance: A iime 46 cask owoy siones, ‘ond a
ime @o gathen siomes kogethen; o *ime 1o embnace, ond a *ime %o
nefnoin fnom embnacing;: A Lime %o get, and a iime xo Rdae, a time o
keep, and a *ime to cask away;: A’ t&me Lo nend, and a xdme Lo sew;: a
Lime o kaeep sillence, and’ a t&me ko speak; A time ko Love, and a t&me
o hate; o xime of won, and’ a t«me o4 peace, Life is not a "Movie
Script” where the Hero can get shot at 100 times and never get
scratched while every shot he makes kills 2 or 3 enemlesl Life is a
Battle, with wounds and worry. Even as Christians, God did not
promizse us an escape from Life's Problams and Perils; He simply said
He would give Grace suFF;cient, His Power to overcome, and Heaven
awalting us. In the "real world” Storms are part of every life and as
guch are: :

A) Unavoidable~ Into every life a little rain must fall. Land with
only Sunshine become desert. It is nqt a case of avoiding storma but
of dealing Nlth them whéen they arrive. Many pecorle refuse to accept
thie point and. seek an escape from, dealing with life in Drugs, Prink,
isolation, or numblng themselves Hlth laughter and Fantasy in front
of a TV every night. But regardless of now deep ycu bury your head in
the sand the storm 3t111 raggs. , . .

‘B Ugcongg llghle- : o o Lo

‘a. In it'a Arrival- It dever seems to hlt when 1t s "convenlent“
for you. Storms aréen't Scheduled! They make you ‘Make ‘Time for them.

.. In it” 5 Duration- You want’ it to stop but it’'s stronger and
mightier than you and contlnues Far past where you think it should
And they sap your Strength and Splrlt You - start oFF trying to be
brave but evehtually you just want it to stopti

But, Thank God There is a REFUGE from the Storm!l The "Good Newa™
of the Gospel of Chrxst is that God Saves and Shelters and, while He
doesn't eliminate the storms, He does give us ways to find Refuge and
Rest In their midst as we await the Sunshine to come.

II.. The Refuge from Storma

A) Build on the Rock (Jesus Christ)= Matt 7:124=-27 It's Sand or ths
Saviouri} You can build on either but what will you do when the
storms strike. This means you need to come to Christ for Salvation
and live a life of Dedication.

B) Build of Eternal Substances- I Cor 3:11-15 The materials you use
%111l be "tried by fire"™ and many people will lose everything they

have put their life into. Wood, Hay, and Stubble may be easy to
purchase and build with but they sure do burn fast!! A Hap-Hazard
Half-hearted life may be easy now but what will you do in the test?



C> Build With Eternal Purpose- To Glorify God 1 Pet 4:16 if any
mon suffden as a Choulsidlon, Lekt hdm ot be ashoamed;: buk let.hkm.12_18
gfornify God on this behaldf. Note the example oOf Paul'in Phil 13
where Paul turned a Jail term into a "preaching time”™. If all you
want out of life i3 to be "happy” then storms will devastate you but
if your goal is to glorify and please God then you can turn a storm
into a sermon! :

D) Build for Eternal Living~ Eph 2:20-22 Matt 6:119-21 Lay mnok up
L{on younselves ineasunes upon eonkh,. whene moih ond nuskt dokh
cornupt, oand whene ithieves bneok Xhnough and arteof; buk Roy up fon
younsellves ireosures Ain heaven, whene meithen moth non nusk doih
cornupk, and whene ihieves do wok brneak thnough mon sieal: Fon whene
youn tneosune As, thene wif® youn heank be ofso. There is coming.a
rlace where the Stormes will be stilled, where the teara will be wiped
from our eyes, and where falth will become sight. The trip may be
long sometimes but when we get to the end of the Jjourney it'11 be
worth every mile of the way.

3 FINAL THIMNGS TO KNOW ABOUT STORMS:

1. They are part of God's Work- Ps 148:8 Fine, and Hailk: snow, ond
vo.pore ; skonmy wind fulfifRing his wond: They may take YOU by
surprise but God knows exactly When they will strike, How long they
Wwill last, and How powerful they are. REMEMBER THAT! God has not
forsaken nor Forgotten you.

2. It's an nat to want to asvoil egscape them~ Ps 55:6-8 And
1 said, Oh thokt 1 hod wings RAike o dove! $on khen would T 42y away,
ond be at neskt. Lo, ihen would I wonden fan ofdf, and nemain Ain Lthe
wilderness. Selah. 1 would hasien my escape {dnom the wiady skonm ond
tempest. In order to Build us they must Batter us and the flesh wants
to escape instead of endure. God does not expecli you to welcome the
storm but He does expect you to hold on to Him durilng the storm.

2., God is ocur Refuge IN and FROM Storms~ Ps 107: 25-30 Fon he
commandeih, and noaiseth ithe askonmyg wind, which 2iditeth up the woaves
theneof. They mounkt up <o the heaven, they go down agoain 1o the
depihes: thein soul Jfs melied becoause of tnoubfe. They neefl to and
dne, and slagmen Like a dnunken mon, ond ane okt thein wik’s end., Then
they cny unto the Lond Ain thein tnoubfe, and he bruinmgeih them ouk of
thein disinesoes. He maketh the stonm a callm, b0 that the woves
theneod one »s&iff. Then ane they gload becouse they be guliek; s0 he
bruingeth hem unko thein desdined haven., What a comfort it is to sit
calm and safe in His arms while the winds howl and rear. What a joy

to know that one day He will speak the word and all tha storms wWill
ceagel

In Mark 4:35-41 Jesus and the Disciples are golng across a lake
Wwhen a storm comes up. The Disciples do all they can, the boat is
about to sink, and Jespus is still asleep in the back of the boat.
They panic and awaken Jesus to ask why he's not concerned that
they're dying in this storm. Jesus simply speaks a word and the storm
calms down and then he asks them a simple question, "Why were you
afraid?”. I learned from that that az long as Christ is in the boat
with me I need never fear the astorms of life. No matter how bad it

looks, as long as He ia in the boat that'as all I need. IS HE IN YOUR
BOAT??77?
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Giuce Frez Will ﬁuptmt Church
Rg ﬁ[: @ "Evening” W‘urshigpste?r:}vice 9{I0am

Bible Study Hour ) 1000am

v]‘!,@ »IR-E Morning Evangelistic Service 11:00am
ve over WIGT ) -

%Jednuesﬁav Prayer Service 7-30pm

"o Eﬁdﬂ and Show ﬁﬂ_t'l.ﬁf." . Mmirchaal Jones, Pastor (HDI) 394-372§

.

Vol VII Num 9 348 Lowrerce Bt * P O HBox 1003 * Laka City, ¥ C 29560 |
TIME CH NGE— We will "E>.p¢-:r1ment“ with a different Time

Schedule This bundav fApril 30). Instead of havina a Morwving and
Everning Service we will have a combination of both in the Moy riing .
Pro0-%:250an Firat Worship Service including Special MUﬁiE and &
Lhmlr Special and thie message, "Things God Calls Sin"
e E0-- 10 00an Coffee and Duuqhnuts in the Fellanhlp Hulldlﬂﬂ-
10:00—11:00an Suadsy Scéoel. Brother Dameon Runicn will teach the
Adult Class on "The Origin and Work of Satan®
E1:00—Nowon| Secoad Wbrnth Service Live over NJUI} e luwding
Special Music, a Choir Special, and the Messane, "Why Feaople Sin®
This 1= scmething the Pastor has wanted to try Tor & long tlme.
It will allow a greater can1nu1ty of Messages, Eliminate the need
of two trips (and having to get ready twicel), and allow the
pecple in the Church a "Free" attérncon to visit and mimister to
pthiers. If it succeeds we will probably have at least cne such day
a month (IF 1%t doesn’t I "Fall back", regroups and try somethling
elsel). I hope vou'll be here, and bring a friend. because we
axpect God to use these services to speak to hearts and save
zsouls. And that's our uwltimate geal. Chanae Tor the sake ot change
is "Movelty" but change to improve our cutreach is cwr qoal.

Last Wednesday Night was a Special Time for ws- We had a "Clean
up” night just pricr to Fraver Meeting to clean cutside the Church
and then we waere treated too a home made bisouwit "syrup sceppang”
dui'ting Fraver Meetinag. i appreciate everyone who help clean ap and
especially appreciate the ladies who cocked the hisguits— they
were deliclious.

The Messages in today’™s Mewsletter on “Christian Conditions”
and "SBpiritual Fositions" are adaptetion of two of my brother
Ronnie’ s sermons. He gave me a number of computor disk full of
sermons recently and as I was putting them on the Computor 1
picked cuit several to work with. The disk also contained a number
ot newsletter type articles that you'll see in the future as I am
able to adapt them it a useable Formats. Romnle pastors Black
River FHE Church of Andrews, 5 € ands:s from the loocks of thie
serfons [ ve seen, I7ve done a pretty aqood job of developing him
{Consideringwhat I had to begin with!i!)., He alsc pots out a
newsletter (The "Black River Bulletin"”) and is an excellent
wirther. The Imrd has scme big thirvgs in store for him.

Thanks to Mrs Sybhil Anderson, Mre Rodanne Younyg, Mrs Josee
Fostens and M & Mrs Marice Tuonstall. I would be vnable to
distribute these Sermoins without your help. Freacher Mike.
****ii****li*l**i**li*il**.*!i*!**i**i**!i*ii**i*i**ii*i

Grace Free wWill Baptist Church
P D Bax 1003
Lake City, 5 C 29560




WHAT DOES GOD WANT?

Paul told the Corinthians that i{ the tnumpet gdve an unceniadtln
sound, who shal pnepone himsoelf 1o the batifte? (I Cor 14:8). By that
he meant that if you don’'t know what you are belng asked to do then
it's difficult to do it. Many people find themselves in that
eituation today. They hear many different volces calling them to
follow a multitude of diffferent paths and, despite the fact that
they want to do the right thing, they aren't really sure what that is
anymore.

What I want us to do today is let God gpeak for Himself and reveal
to us what He Wants us to do. Let me warn you, houever, that it's not
enough to simply find out what God wante; you must be willing to Obey
His Instructions. Now, WHAT DOES GOD WANT?? GOD WANTS YOU-

To Come to Him for Salvation on HIS Terms--~ Micah 6:6-8 Whenewiih
sholt 1T come befone the Lond, and bow museld befone the high God?
shole 1 come befone him wiith bwmi offeruings, with calves of a yean
oRd? WiRe the Lond be pReosed with thousands of nams, on wiih ten
thousands of rniverns of 0il7? shafl 1 give my firnstborn fon my
inansgnession, the 4$nuit of my body 4on Xhe sin of my soul? He hath
shewed thee, O man, what s good: and what doth the Lond nequine of

Thee, bux 10 do jusifly, and 2o Rove mency, and %o wolke humbly with
Lhy God? ’

To live right and do right-- Deut 10:12-13 And now, Teneo, what doth
the Ltond thy God nequine of thee, bukt %o fean the Lond 1hy God, %o
woakk Ain alf his ways, and 1o RLove him, and to senve ihe Lond ithy God
with off thy heanit and wiith of@ thy soul, To keepr the commondments of
the Lond, and his stotutes, which 1 command thee this day forn thy
good? .

To Obey HIS Word-- Deut 18:18-=19 1 wif2f naise them up a Pnophet fnom
among thein bneihern, fike unto thee, ond wifll put my wonds An his
mouth: ond he shal speak unto them ol that 1 shol2 command him. And
At shol® come to poss, that whosoeven wil wmokt heonfken unto my wonds
which he shaf spealk in my name, 1 wif? nequine At of him.

To Keep YOUR Word-- Deut 23:21 When thou shofld vow a vow unito ihe
Lond +hy God, fhou shoflt nok sflock 1o pay At: fon the Lond fthy God
wie® sunely nequine it of thee; and Li would be sin in thee.

To HWarn the WHicked.-- Ez 3:18 WBhen 1 soy unto ithe wicked, Thou shalit
sunefly cdie; and fthou givest him nokt warming, non speakest o worm the
wicked {fnom his wicked woy, to sove his five; the some wicked mon
2hal® die Jdn his Aniquiity; bud his blRoed wi2f T nequine at ihine
hand.

To be faithful in your rezpongibilitieas-- I Cor 4:2 Moneoven ikt is
negquined Ain siewands, ithat a mon be found faithful. Luke 12:48 Bu#t
he fhaxt knew not, and did commit things wonthy of sinipes, shalkf be
beaten wiih few sinipes. Fon unito whomsoeven much s given, of him
Lhall be much nequwined: ond 4o whom men have committed much, of him
they wilf osk the mone.

God wants you to Accept His Way of Salvation (The Sacrifice of
Christ for Sins), to follow His Plan (as revealed in the Bible), and
to be Faithful in your duties. Will you do what God wants??



SPIRITUAL POSIY [0ON= o :

buring the course of a day wWe find ouraelvesa in numerous Ph{s;uau
Positions. In much the same way, as we live for the Lord we fin .
ourselves in many Spiritual Positions. I want us to look at some o
them and determine to make the most of. every situation we find .
curselves in [(Sometimes we think we muat "bow ocur heads to pray™ but
that is difficult (and Dangerous!l) while driving a car. Today.
preachers stand to preach while in Jesus' day they sat (Luke 4:16~ ]
21). Not many years ago people wWould "walk the aisles” Praising 90d,
today we’'re much too sophisticated for that (Unless of course it's at
a ball game and our team 1is winning!)].

1 believe it's posmible to worship God in the Sick Bed aa well as
the Church; in the Work Place as well as the Worship Service. We
gimply must look for Opportunities. .

The Seven Spiritual Positions We can use tp advantage are:

1. Lying Down~ Spirjitual Rgst ~FPsalms 23:12 He makeih me o Rie douwn
in gneen posiunes: he Readeih me besdde the »3iRR wokens. A time of
Spiritual Rest has been one of God's requirements from the very
beginning (Gen 2:2-3); but today it goes like this- rush to Church
(Caming in breathlessly at the very last minute), leave church and
throw together something for dinner before rushing off to do some
shopping or other activity so vou can just get back in time for the
avening service {and pat your foot during it because you’'ve got more
things to do as soon &8 it's over). Then wWe wonder why We don't enjcy
fellowship with God or feel so tired on Monday.

And we go through the entire week like that also. Try this for one
week and see if you don't find a noticeable difference-~~- Take 5 Five
minutes breaks during the day to read a Chapter in the Bible and
think about what God ls telling you. You'll find increased energy,
tremendously less stress, and a wonderful relationship with God.

The Three Elements the Pasalmist lists are: (1) Requirement "He
Maketh Me"”, (2) Refreshment "Green Paastures™, and (3) Reflection
"Beside the Still Waters”. Do you need Spiritual Rest??

II. Sitting- Spiritual Instruction Luke 10:39 And she had o sisken
colled Many, which also sak ok Jesus’ $eek, ond heand his wond. As

long as you're “roaming around”™ it's hard to instruct you but when
the teacher can get you seated then they can get your attention. Many
people fall to understand (and as a result fail to accomplish) God's
Will for their lives because God can't get them to focus on what He's
trying to say to them. They're po busy with living until they miss
the purpose of life.

Try this for a week- Take a Half Hour of your "talevision Time™ and
uge it to sit and read the Bible. You'll find God has been saving a
lot more than you'‘ve been hearing!

IT11I. Standing- Spiritual Warfare Ephesians 6:14 Stand thenedone,
having youn Qodns gink abouk wiih the itnuth, ond having on the
bnecsiplote of righkeousmness. You need something firm to stand on-
Get on the Rock so the Storme of 1life won't undermine you. You also
need a good pair of Shoes to grip the Rock, Eph 6:15 And woun deed
shod wilih Lhe pnepanatdion of Lhe Gospef of peace:. If yvou don't stand
for God you'll fall with the Devil.



V. Walking- ¢ w
A) Walk by Faith- II Cor S5:7
B)> Walk in the Spirit- Gal 5:25
€)> Walk with Christ and His Church- I John 1:7 Bukx Aif we wallik in

the Right, as he s Jin xhe Right, we have feRflowship one wikth

a?othan, ond the bRood of Jesus Chuuist his Som clfeavnseih us 4nom all

Aln,

Wouldn't it be great if they could write on your tombstone as they

did on Enoch's "He Walked with God™? But it can't bhe Just on Sunday,
It must be a Daily Fellowshlp.

V. Running- Spiritual Progress Hebrews 1211 henefone seeing we olso
ane compossed abouk wiith »0 gneakt a cloud of wiitnesses, fek us Ray
asdde eveny welght and the sin which doith a0 eubifly besek ws, oand Rek
ws nun with patience the nace thaxt is sekt befone ws. A Runner
realizes two things-- He must run within Boundaries (God's
Guidelines) and He run toward a Goal (God's Purpose). How far have
you progressed fram the time you were saved?? Have you laid aside
the hindrances and determined to patiently go forward (A long
distance runner realizes he can "dash”™ the entire way. He learns to
get in the proper "stride” =0 that he can manage the long haul).

VI. Leaping- Spiritual Praige Acts 3:8 And he Reaping up stood, and
wolked, ond entened wiith thaem inko the Lemphe, walking, ond Leaping
and pnodsing God. Sometimes we simply must leap in exhalation as we
prralse the Lord and Rejclce in Hlg goodness. While Christianity can
not be based solely on emotlon, one of the things that is missing in
many peorle’'s relationship is emcotional involvement. No wonder some
people dread coming to church instesd of joy in serving the Lord.

When is the last time the Word of God so excited you until a hearty
"AMEN"™ burst from your lips?? When's the last time God so blessed
you until you couldn't wait to get to Church and testify?? When is
the last time you really ENJOYED serving the Lord??

VII. Mounting Up~ Spiritual Energy Isaiah 40:31 But fthey thoak wailk
upon the Lond shaff nenew thein sinengih! they .ohaff mounk up wiih
wings as eagles; they shoall nun, and ok be wedany: and they sholR
wolle, and nok foinkt. Isaiah uses this verse to include all the
pogitions—- Waiting (Resting and Sitting}), walking, ruaning, and
leaping (Mount up with wings of Eagles). Ha showz2 us that when we
position ourselves correctly wWwith the lLord then we receive the power
we need to do the jobks on life's journey. Instead of being tired all
the time we are able to accompliah exactly what the Lord intends;i and
enjoy life while we're doing it!

What Position are you in?? Do yvou need
REST- Matt 11:28 Come unko me, alkfl ye thokt fabon ond ane heavy Raden,
and T will® give vou nesk. Lay or Sit at His Feet
SECURITY- Plant vour feet zecurely on the Rock
FELLOWSHIFP- Walk with the Lord and His People
JOY- Count yvour Blessings
ENERGY- Wait on the Lord. Most of the preasure vou are under is of
vour own making!! because vyou're following your timetable instead of
the Lord's. Stop trying to be what everyone else wants you to be and
become what God intends you to be.



CHRISTIAN CONDITIOQNS

One thing Wrong wWwith today's Christians isa that they try to liie .
the "Christian” Life without realizing it’s supposed to be the CHRIS]
LIFE lived in and Thru them. All that self effort makes them tir?d
and discouraged so that the Abundant Life become the Aponlzing Life.
it's time we looked at what the true CHRISTIAN CHARACTERISTICS are!

1. The Christian’s Past -- without Christ. Eph 2:11-12 Whenefone
nememben, that ye being An dime post Gentifes Ain ihe {lesh, .. sak

that +ime ye wene without Chruist, being afiens fnom the commonweaflii
of Isnaell, ond sinavigens {nom the covenanis of pnomise, having mo

hope, and withoui God .w ithe wonfd: No Peace, No Pardon, Mo Purros=s
in Life-—--And sinners think coming to Christ will limit their lifel!

1I1. His Present -- ipn Christ. Eph 2:13 But now in Chruist Tesus uve whe
sometimes wene fon off ane made wigh by ihe bflood of Chnldst. Being
IN CHRIST makes us New Creatures (Il Cor 5:17). We are non free fraon
the debt of sin and part of the Body of Chri=t.

-111. Eia Pattern -- live Christ. Philippilans 1:21 Fon 10 me o Livc
Aip Chndsd and 1o cdie s goin.

A) Regardless of the Cost- Philippiane 1:20 Acconding 1o my eormes..
expectation and my hove, that Ain nokthing I shafif be oshamed, buk thce.l
with al® bofoness, as always, .0 now alsoc Chriist shoalf be magnidied
An my beoduy, whethen it be by ife oan by deaith,.

B) Regardless of the World- Col 3:1-3 14 ye then be rnlsen with
Clhuniled, seek thaose things which:one above, whene Cloiskt aititeth on
the night hond of God. Set youn affection on things abave, nok on
Things on the eonth., Fon ye ane deoad, and youn Rifde Ais hid wiih
Chrulst Jn God.

IV. Hin Passion -- to know Christ. Philippians 3:10 That I may know
him, and the powen of hips neswuviectlion, and the feflowship of his
sufferings, being made ‘confonmable unto kis death; This passion
overcomes all other passionas and projects~ Phil 3:8 Yea doubifcss,
and T count o things but R2oss fon the excellency of the knowilierze
of Chruist Jesus my Lond: fon whom 1 have suffened the Loss of al
things, ond do counkt them but dung, that I wmay win Chuilst,

V. His Purpose ~- for Christ. Philippiang 3:7 Bui what {things wene
godn to me, those 'I counted Raoss fon Chnist. As part of the Body of
Christ, He has a function that is specifically suited to him} and
realizea that if he doeg not perform his part in the body then the
entire body will suffer. This means -1iving the wWay God wantes instead
of the way the World or the Flesh says live but the Peace that comes
fram being in your Place ia almoat unbelievable.

V1. His Power-- through Chrigt. Philippilane 4:13 I con do aff things
thnough Clouist which sinengtheneth me. ALL THINGSIE WOW!)
VIl. His Prospect -~ r he hi calling of God in Chri=st

Jegus. Phil 3:14 1 pnesse towoand the monk {on the pnize of 1he high
cafiling of God in Chruist Jesus. Not only wWas there the Prospect of
Reward for his Service but also promise of. Resurrection- Philippians
3:21 Who shaff chonge oun wvike body, that Ad moay be foshioned fike
wnto hies allondious beoody, occonding 1o the wonking wheneby he Ais able
even 4o .subdue a? things unito himsefRf.

Are your iiving the "Chrigtian Religion™ or does Christ live in anc
Through You???



. COMNSIDER
Conzsider- "To reflect upon carefully, to deliberate serlously”
Today I want us to lock at some thinge God has told us to "reflect

upon®™ (congider? and then let these reflection drive us to action.
LET US CONSIDER:

1. THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD- Deut 4:39 Know thenefone thils doay, and
considen AL in thine heoni, thot the Lond he .is God An heaven above,
ond upon tha ecanih beneaih; thene .ls none efflsa. "The final authority
in your life is your God". While many people do not raise up "graven
images” in their homes they do have "idols” in their heart! Pubic
Opinion keeps many from coming to Christ for Salvation. Pleasures
keep many from committing their life to God. Societies Values have
replaced Scriptural Principles. CONSIDER: Who is your GOD?? Don’'t be
like the people Isaiah preached to- Is 1:3 The ox knoweith his owmen,
and the ass his mosten’s cnib: but Tanael doth moi know, my people
dokth not covwiden. .

II. THE WONDROUS WORKS OF GOD-~ Job 37:14 Heanken unto this, 0 Job!
stond 24 4i002, ond considen the wondnouws wonks of God.

A) In Space~ Ps 8:3-4 When 1 conelden thy heaverns, the woriks of thy
dinmgens, the moon and the stans, which thou hast ondoined. what Lz
moan that thou onit mindful of him? and the son of man, thait thou
visdtest him? .

B) In Nature- Is 41:19-20 1 wil pRont in the wildermess the cedan,
the shittah tnee, and the mynile, and the oilf tnee; 1 will sek in Xhe
desent the £in tnee, and the pine, and the bot inee togethen: Xhok
they may see, and know, ond consdden, and undenstand togethen, thait
the hond of the Lond hath dore this, ond the Hoky One of Tenael hokh
cneated ALk, . .

ITI. THE BLESSINGS OF GOD- I Sam 12:24 Only 4ean the lLond, and senve
uim Jon futh with a2 yourt heonkt: fon conadden how gneax things he
hath done $on you. Grumpy and Gratitude can’'t stay in the same heart!
How easy it is for us to forget the good things of God because the
Devil sends a little bad our way. CONSIDER: The Lillies of the Field
and the Ravens (Matt &:28, Luke 12:24)., If God cares for them don't
you think He cares for you.

IV. THE LIFE YOU'RE LIVING- Haggal 1:5 Now thenefone thus sodiih the
Lond of Hostse: Considen youn wauys. Does your life contain Purpoge and
Peace or do you gimply exist? (In Context here Hagepail is telling the
People to Conelder their Waye in regards to Giving to the House of
God. They were using God's money to do what they wanted and as Such
had "holes in their pocketsa™ (vs 6&))

A) In Regards to those around vou=Heb 10:24 lLeit us considen one
anothen 1o pnovoke unkto Zove and 4o good wonks: Do you boast pecple
up or are y¥ou a Burden to those you come in contact with?

B) In Regarde to Suffering- Heb 12:3 Considen him thoit enduned .such
contnadiclion of sivnerns agoainst himseld, fest ye be weornied aond
dainkt in youn mincds. Remember that we have an Heavenly High Priest
that knows what we're going thru and ies able to help us. It’'s even
important to Consider what God is trying to do when He punishes you-
Deut 8:5 Thou shofld aflse comsliden .in thine heanit, that, os a4 man
chasteneth his son, o the Lond thy God chosteneth thee. Heb 12 gays
Chastening comes a2 a result of Love and is intended to better us.

IVv. THE END OF LIFE~ Deut 32:29 0 that they wene wise, that they
undenstood this, thot they woulld coveiden thein fatten end. You'd
better consider where your road is going to end. It may seem alright
to go merrily down the road you're traveling but what will happen
when you reach your destination?? Are you Saved??
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Greetings in the Name of Christ.
I hope you have had a wonderful
week of service for the Lord and
have been able to tell at least
one person the wonderful Gospel
of Jesus Christ. Sometimes when I
think about all the people that
God has allowed me to minister to
each week it overwhelms my heart
with graditude and humility. And
the “"sad" part is that I'm never
satisfied!, 1 always want to
minister to moret!!

Thanks to Mr. W C Sauls, the
Church mow has 2 parking spaces
at the front door of the church
designated for Visitor Parking. .
We want our Visitors to know that
we appreciate them and want thenm
to return. I expect them to find
not only a place to park but also
a WARM WELCDOME from all the
members when they attend. I-also
hope these spaces will b?eak
people’s hearts each Sunday they

Not only will Sunday School be
special this Sunday but we will
also have a Special Gift for Each
Mother in attendance. We want
them to know that we appreciate
them coming to Church on Mother’s
day—- and bringing ail their
Children with them!!

JUNE. is also going to be a
Special time here at Grace:
June 4- 6£:30pm VYideo “"Noah’s Ark”
June 7-9 7pm—%pm VBS
June 11 &pm VBS Graduation
June 18 Pam—1llam "Father’s Day"
June 25 3pm— Christmas Cantata
{¥Yes you read that right. The
Choir will present a special
encore performance of their
Christmas Cantata. Maybe i1t will
make it feel cuoler outside!l},
Free Will Baptist Youth Camp will
taka place June 19-30 also.

The new microphones and cables
have been installed and
Everything spunded very good

walk by them and
they’re emptyv!

When People stop
sayings, "1 wish

Why don't you visit with us at Grace
this week ?? We'll be giad to see you
and, [ betieve, You'll be giad you came

Sunday. All the
cables are
hidden and we
not only sound

we had Visitors" and begin saying, .
then .

"I"1ll work to have Visitors"
wz’1ll begin to see a lot of new
faces in our services.

Cpeaking of New Faces, We’ll
have some "new" faces teaching
the Adult Class the rest of May:
May 14~ Wyman Lowder
May 21- Russel Lowder
May 28- Damon Runion [(This will
also be another "Everything in
the Morning" Sundays from Fam
until 1lam. The first ocne worked
VERY well and 1 plan to have at
least one per month for a whilel.

better but look
better also. Now our task is to
consistently fill our Choir with
good singers and our congregation
with good listeners.

A reminder to our Readers, I
have many Bible Study Book and
Audio Cassettes of pur Services
that are available free of
charge. You’re also invited to
get orne of the Videos of ocur
services and share the Blessings.
Let me know if I can help you.
Prascher Mike

Kenprofit Organization/Grace Fyw¥B Church
US Postege PAID Permit #8
take City,SC 29560



HAS THE CHURCH LOST ITS YOUNG PEOPLE ?

WE OFTEN HEAR PEOPLE SAY THE CHURCH IS LOSING 1TS YOUNG PEOPLE.
EXACTLLY WHAT DO THEY MEAN BY THIS? [T SEEMS TO ME THAT THIS IS NOT
USUALLY GIVEN AS A STATEMENT OF FACT, BUT RATHER INTENDED TO BE AN
INDICTMENT OF THE CHURCH FOR FAILURE OF SOME SORT.

THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER IS THAT THE CHURCH HAS NO YOUNG PEOPLE TO
LOSE. GOD HAS ENTRUSTED CHILDREN TO THEIR PARENTS: NOT THE CHURCH.
"AND YE FATHERS PROVOKE NOT YOUR CHILDREN TO WRATH: BUT BRING THEM UF
IN THE NURTURE AND ADMONITION OF THE LORD"™ (EPH.6:4),

THE CHURCH HAS THE SAME RESPONSIBILITY TO YOUNG PEOPLE THAT IT
HAS TO ANYONE ELSEy» PREACH THE WORD. IT IS NOT THE CHURCH THAT MUST
DECIDE AT WHAT HOUR YOUR TEEN MUST BE IN. IT IS NOT THE PREACHER
THAT TELLS YOUR CHILDREN WHAT TV PROGRAMS THEY CAN OR CANNOT WATCH.
THE CHURCH DOES NOT CHOOSE THE FRIENDS YOUR CHILDREN CAN HAVE IN YOUR
HOME» NOR THE ONES THEY RUN WITH AT SCHOOL. THE SONG LEADER CANNOT
MAKE YOUR CHILDREN SING IN THE CHOIR. TEACHERS ARE NOT THE ONES WHO
ALLOW A BOY OR GIRL TO LEAVE SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKX UNDONE AND THEN LEAVE
WORKBOOKS AT HOME. WHO SHOULD SEE TO THESE THINGS?

PARENTS» WHO IS KIDDING WHOM? IF YOUR CHILD 1S LOSTs DO NOT
BLAME THE CHURCHI
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YOUNG ADULTS
AND
TEENAGERS

IF YOU ARE TIRED OF
BEING HASSLED BY
UNREASONABLE PARENTS
NOW IS THE TIME
FOR ACTIONtEEE

LEAVE HOME AND

PAY YOUR OWN WAY WHILE YOU
STILL KNOW EVERYTHING!
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CTUNTERNI NG “PHE-CHURCH

THE HEAHING OF THE CHURCH- The word "Church” comesn from the Greek
word "Ecclesla”™ and means "Called ocut ones™. It 1s caomposed of people
who have been called ocut of the Hays of the world and are now

"Pilgrims and Strangers” on their Wway to Heaven. Theze "called cut
ones"™ are: ’

The Bride of Christ= Set Apart for one "man” {(Christ)~ Ccompanionsahi
The Bodv of Chrigt- Individual Members of one Body- Service ©
he T f e Ho = The Habitation of God- Power

The Church, then, loves Christ, Serves Christ, and i1s empowered to
Work for Christ by the indwelling Spirit. Are these Attributea in
YOUR l1life?? Are you a member of the "Church Club”™ or are you a
"Called Out Christian"???

THE NMEMEERS OF THE CHURCH- What responaibilities do Christians have
to the Church??

A To come ln the Fropnt Door=- Jesue is the Door and if You come
over the wWwall you are a thief and robber (John 10:1). You can "Buy”
your way ln the world but you must be "Born®™ into the Church.

B) To be Participantes instead of Spectators~ Christianity is not a
aspectator Sport; 1t is a Transformed Lifel!l Here are 4 ways to help:

I. ATTEND IT

A. First there 1s the commandment in Hebrews 10:25 Noik fonsaiking
the ocseembling of ouwrselves dogethen, as the mannen of some Las.

B. Second there is the comfort in doing it.

- the approval of Christ.
- fellowship with other Christians.
= fulfillment in helping others. Galatians 6:Z Bean ge one
onokhen’s bundens, ond 0 LulRfil the Zow of Chriisk.
* to find Christ
* to face their difficulties

C. Third there ia the cheerfulness of doing .t. Paalm 122:1 1 wos
gRad when ithey sold unto me, Red wus go .into fthe house of the Lond.
Christiana enjoy going to the "Father's"™ House and eating at His
table while fellowshipping with "Brothers and Sisters™.

D. Forth there is the ¢ccommitment of doing it. Jesus always asked
people to make a commlitment (“Take up Crosse" ) because He knew that a
Commitment would provide motivation. Tocday, people don't want to get
involved and so their lives are sBhallow and hallow.

1I. ACCEPT FROM IT. Most people want the Church to do something for
them. Here are two things the Church will gladly give you:

A. A place ig its minigtry. EVERY Christian has a Gift from the
Holy Spirit to use in the work of God (I Cor 12:7) and if you don’'t
function In your place the entire body suffers.

B. A place tg jnvest vour life. When Jesus asks you to give an
account of your use of your talent will you say, "I was scared and
hid my talent™ or "I invested and Profited"™?? (Lu 19:12-27).



iI[. APPROPRIATE TG IT- II Cor 9:6-7 Buk this 1 sau, He which ?ow?kh
spaningly shoflll neap oRso sparingly; ond he which sowekh bountifuily
shaRl neap alse bouniifully. Eveny man, acconding os he p?npabeth AN
Wis heonit, so Lot khim give; mok gnudglnaly, on o4 mecessity: fon Ged
foveth a cheenfufl given.

A. GOD’'S TITHE- I Cor.16:2 Upon the finsk day of the wezk %Qi
eveny one of gou Ray by kim An sione, aa God hath pnoapened him,

B. OUR OFFERINGS~ Acts 203135 1 have shewed you afl things, how thaz
20 Raborting ye oughi to supponkt the weak, ond Lo nemembent the wonds
af the Lond Jesus, how he sodd, T As mone bitessed ro aive Lhan Lo
neceive. :

Isn’'t it amazing how men will pay hundreds of docllars a year for
tickets to ball games and then give God a Two Dollar "Tip"” on Sunday
Morning. It shows you what he really loves, doesn’t it??tLl

iV. ADVERTISE IT- Christians come to Church because of Chriats the
World comes to Church out of Curlosity. You must stir their interest
often if they are to make the effort to attend. Bagd Advertisement
majors on the Church's Problems instead of it's Pluses. Gogd
Advertisement shows that while men (and Christiansi!)} area’t perfect
vyet thev can find forgiveness and help in Christ (Christ sald if HE
was lifted up HE would draw all men untc himself). Talk often about
what God 1s doing in your Church (ana if He isn't doing anything the
Church needs to speud some tirie oa the Altar "unblocking the. flow of
water™!t ).

THE MESSAGE OF THE CHURCH- Many people attend a Church without really
understanding it'=2 Purpose and how it's trying to accomplish that
purpose, That Knowledge 1ls the key to Motivation and accomplishment
in the worlt of the Church.

AY The Gosrel- The Message of the Church is simple-

TO SINNERS: Jesus died for your 2ing, was buried, srose from the dead
and aoffers forgiveness of sinsg and newnass of life by simple Faith.
TO SAINTS: After vou accept Christ as Saviour Ly Faith vou become a
Son of God and part of the Body of Christ. You have Pesace with God, a
Place ia the work of Christ, and Power through the indwe'ling Holy
Spirit,

The Purpogs of the Church, therefore, ig to Win the Lost and Equip
the Saved to live the Christlan Life. Ther e are a lot of "junctions”
on this Main Foad kut wWe must never taks the "rabbit trails®” instead
ot the Heavenly Highway.

B) The Goals~ The difficulty many Churches =ncounter ia in
determining their place in God’s overall program. Somehow we have
asgumed that £ACH individual Church is to perform the function of
EVERY individual Church, We forgot the words of FPaul (II Cor 106:12
Fom we dane aok make ocunseiives of the mumbert, on comporne ocunsellives
with soeme Hhokt commend themselves: bpuk they measuring Lhemselves bu
themeellves, and conparinmg themselves among themsellves, ane mok wise,)
and as a result end up digsatisfied and disenchanted when 0OUR Church
does not accomplish the same things as THEIR Church. I believe that
ag each Chriatian has a different place ir the Body of Christ so each
Church has a different objective in the plan of God. Some Churches
are "family"™ churches, some are "Community”™ Churches, and some are
Y"Ethnic” Churches. Some are "Succesg” Churches, scome are "Spiritual”
Churches, and ecme (Like us! ) are "Servlce™ Churches. When a Church
can detersiine 1t’'s own Minilstry, and then Perform that Ministry, then
the world wWill marvel at what God accomplishes thru His Peopls.

ARE YOU PART OF THE FAMILY OF GOD?7?? ARE YOU FUNCTIONIHNG???



THINGS GOD CALLS SIN

Rom 6:23 The Wages of Sin is deaih; buk ihe gidk of God is eiermnal
Life *hnough Jesus Christ oun Lond. This is a classic "commonly
Known™ verse that has tremendous implications. While most Christians
would willingly say "amen”™ to the verse they find it a little harder
relating it to real life situations. It is easy to say that God's
Wrath rests upon the sinner but it has become increasingly hard to
define just what sin really is. It used to be "sin™ to own a TV but
today almost everyone has one and our Church i using Videos as a
@ethod of outreach. Drugs, Divorce, Preacher Scaﬁdal, etc. have all
invaded the Church today and many preachers who preached agalnat sin
noWw find an excuse for it when it happens in their life.

If a8in is as bad as it seema- it will send a person to hell and it
cost Jesua his death on the Crose ~ then we need to know What Sin
really is and learn how to Avoid it.

I. THE PRINCIPLES QF SIN--The Westminster Short Catechiasm defines SIN
as "any want of conformity unto, or any transgresslon of, the law of
God.”™ Paul says in Rom 14:23 fon whatsoeven As not of Sdaith ia bin.
Faith is responding to the Will of God. When I do not seek, or do not
obey, the will of God then it is Sin. It may seem cultured or
refined; or crude and vulgar, but if it is a violation of God's will
it ia Sin~ That's why Jesus would Berate “righteous” Pharisees and

of fer forgiveness to prostitutes.

"Sin" is from an old English word that means "To miss the mark”
and was used to describe an archer missing the bull's eye on the
target. It 1s used peveral ways:

A) A Transeressjion of the Law as laid down by God.

B> Iniguity- an act that is Wrong (Usually known by the conacience
even iIf not written in the Law- Rom 2:12-15)

C) Scofield also lists Tregpasg (the intrusion of self will into
the sphere of divine authority), lamlesspess (Spiritual anarchy), and
Unbelief (Insult to Divine veracity) but all of these are basic to
the original meaning of sin MISSING THE MARK

The basls of Sin therefore is to go outside of the bounds and plan
of God. You may be "good” as far as the world is concerned but you've
mnissed the mark of God’'s Plan elther by QOmission or Commission and
have violated the Divine plan.

The Word Sin 1s used in three ways:

1. A Man's Actions in regards to God’'s Laws. Man_ Sins

2. A Man's Nature of Rebellicn against God's Plan. Man is Sinful

3. A Man'e Standing in Regards to Relationship with God. A Sipner
Sin Separates us from Godj Deterjorates our livea; and Slays us.

One Basic principle you must keep in mind is that YOU must answer for
YOUR sine- Deut 24:16 The {foihens shall wmot be puk 4o deoth fon the
chuilcadnen ., neithen shof2fl ithe chifidnen be put o death fon the fothens:
eveny man bsholfl be puk 1o deoth fon his oun oin.

I1. THE PRACTICE OF SIN - People practice sin ln Two ways:
4) Attitude Sing-

1. Jealousy- To allow someone'as elses success to cause you to
fail to do your part (Saul has Just been make King and Samuel said) I
Samuel 12:23 Moneoven as fon me, God fonbid thoi T shoulkd sin agained
the Lond Jna ceosfing o pnay $on you: bukt 1 wil Xeoach you the good
ond the Nnighit way. James 2:9 But i{ ye have nespecit Lo persaomas, ye
commit sin, ond ane convinced of ithe Raw as XNoNsgnessbons .



5. Hating Brothar- Lav 12:17 Thou shakx not hote thy bnokhen AR
thime heankt: thou sholk An any wise nebuke thy neighbon, and nok
suffen sin upon him., I John 33 15 Mhasoeven hakeih hia bnothen As O
mundenen: and ye know ihakt no mundenen haith eiermal fife ablding An
him.

" 3. To demand Your "Rights”™ at the expense of a wWeaker Christian
I Cor 85:12 Buk when ye sin s0 ogoinet the bnethenn, and wound. thein
weak conscience, ye aoin agodnskt Chrusx,

B> Actlon Sing- There are a number of "Common Sins” 1isted in the
Bible by Godly Men- Joseph called Adultery Sin- Gen 39:9.

Moges Called Idolatry Sin= Ex 34:31 And Moses
Metwmed unko the Lond, and said, Oh, this pecopfe have Livned o gneak
ain, ond have made ithem gods of god.
But there are some thingse that God calls Sin:
1) Blaspheming: Levli 25:15 And thou shoRi speaik unko fhe chlldnen of
Isnoek , sauing, Whasoeven cunseth his God sholl beon his bin.
2) Failure to Function for God=- Deut 32:23 Buk is ye wil mok do
20,{That is, be faithful to your mBervice for God)hehold, ye have
slnned agoivwei the Lond: ond be sune yowt .odin wil® 44ind ygou ouk.
James 4:17 Thenefone 2o him thok lenoweth 1o do good, ond doekxh Ak

nok, o him Ax is sin.

3) NBot heeding the Crv of the needv- 24314~ 15 Thou shali ok oppness
on hined senvenkt thakt e poon ond needy, wheihen he be of Xhy
bnethern, on of ihy sinangens thoak one Jin thy fLond within thy gotes:
AX his day thou shollx gdive him his hine, neithen shal@t the sun go
douwn upon AX; fon he s poon, ond wseiieth his heankt upen Ak Zesk he
cny agodinst thee unko the Lond, and AL ke adin unko Lthee.

) Failure to kegep a Vow to God- Deut 23:21 When ithou sholX vow & vow
unto the Lond thy God, thou sholit nok slack o pay Ak: fdon the Lond
thy God wifll sunefly nequine it of thee! and At would be bsin din kthee.
5) God even lists some thinge that will keep vou out of Hegaven:

I Cor 6:92-10 Know ye not that the unwighiteous sholl nok inherdkt the
kingdom of Ged? Be not deceived: neithen fortriicataors, non Adofaterns,
non oadullleners, non effeminate, non abusens of themselves wikh
mankeind, non thieves, non covetous, non dnunikondes, non nevilens, non
exhontioners, bsholl inhendit the kingdom of God.

Rev 21:8 Buk the feanful, and unbefieving, and the ahominabfe, and
nundenerns, and whonemongens, ond soncenerws, and ildofokens, ond o2f
Riogns, shofl have thein ponk in the Lake whAch burmeth wikth 4ine and
brimsione: which l»s the second deakh.

I11. THE PARDON FOR SIN- 1II Cor 5:21 God made Christ 1o be adin fdon
us , who knew no oin; thoat we might be made the rnighkeousness of God
in him. Chrlat paid the "wages of Sin™ (Death) for us and now we can
receive PARDON and FORGIVENESS by placing our Faith in Christ.

But God does not just pardon our Past sins; He provides us ways to
avoid sin-
Reverence God Ex 20:20 And Moses sald unko the people, Feon mok: fon
God is come Lo pnove wou, ond thok his feot moay be befone youn faces,
thaokx ye adin not. P 4:4
Avoid Sinneps- Ex 23133 They .shofllf not dwell Jn thuy Rand, Rest they
make thee odin agaivet me: fon Lfd thou senve theln gods, AL will
Lsunefly be o snone unto thee.
Read the Bible~ Pz 119:11 Thy wond have I hid An mine heonk, thot 1T
migh*t net sin agoinst thee. .

ARE YOU A SINNER? OR ARE YOU SAVED BY GRACE???



SIN
Gen 3:

Why is 1ife filled with Troubles and Trials?? Why is there
sickness, and sorrow, and death?? Why do are thousande of dollars and
multitudes of hours spent in Churchee talking about Revival,
Witnessing, and living so as to be ready toc Dle?? The answer to all
these questions is one little 3 letter-word; SIN. Surely scmething

that effects us s0 drastically in this world and the next needs to be
examinad. '

I. SIN'S RINGLEADER- Satan/Lucifer; the angel whose beauty was so
great until he decided to challenge God for authority over the earth.

| y ~ The Hebrew for Snake is the
"Shining One”. He was beautiful to behold.

H o S (Gen 3:1)= He knew a "half-
truth” was better than a Bold lie. Tennyson Wrote, ™A lie which is
all a lle, may be met with, and fought with outright, But a lie which
is part a truth, is a harder matter tc fight". The Method Satan used
is 8till in practice today:

1. He gquestioned Eve's understanding of God's Word- "Hath God-
Sald” James tell us that if we don't have wisdom to ask God

2. He Denied God's Word- "Ye shall not surely Die™

3. He Substituted his oun word~ "Ye shall be as gods™
EThat Pattern has been repeated over and over through the ages. Men
have said, "God's word is right but only certain people can
underatand it"; then they say, "It doeasn't really mean what it says.
A God of Love couldn't mean that Hell is a reality™; until finally
they say, "Every man should be able to do what he thinks is right.
God wlll surely accept thati™1,

II. SIN'S REASONS. Why did Eve lieten to Satan??

A Curiogity- "Ye shall not eat of EVERY tree of the garden”. Like
the Prodigal son, Eve felt like something good was being denlied her.
As one wWriter put it, "The Grass .le alwaye greener over the septlc
Tank, but what - will happen when the roof falls ini{>”. Curiosity killed
the catj and it won't do vou any good aeither|l Satan implied that God
Has "keeping” something from Eve and by doing so called God's love
and care into question. [Multitudeas of people today seem to think
that the Church is trying to keap them from having a Good time while
the wWorld really loves and wants the best for theml.

B> Rebellion against Authority- "Ye shall not surely die”™- You can
break the rules and get by with it. Prov 20:17 Bneoad of dzcelt is
sweed Lo o man but afditerwond his mouiih shaflfl be f4i0Red wilth gnoavel.
You will reap what you sow, with interest. You can't "get by”

g) Self Gratification~ "Ye shall be as gods™. Puts "ME™ on the
Throne where I can "do my own thing"”. So many people spend so much
time trying to "discover themself" and find they're rotten thru and
thru.

D) Desire of the Flesh-~ "good for food, pleasant to the eye™. It
doesn't LOQK badi in fact it locks like it might be nice. Sin has
always worn the best clothes posalble before it gets it iron grip in
you .

E) Pride- A tres to bs desired to make one wise™. Thls is
something that will make me special and it's something I need to
check out. Sin does teach you a lot of lessons, none of which end up
baing fun when final exams come upi



I11. RESULTS QF SIN-

1. Shame~ "They knew that they were naked”. A Classic "morning
after”. I°'ve never seen anycne hide their face in shame over coming
to Church but I've seen numerous "dodges” over Saturday night.

2. Self Effort to Cover Up- "Sewed fig leaves together, and made
themselves aprons”. Like all sinners they Were DEALING WITH THE FRUIT
AND NOT THE ROOT of the Problem. Theilr nakedness was not the problem;
the Sin that had caused them to see the nakedness was!

3. Hidine from Help-~ "Hid themeelves from the presence of the Lord".
Jesus sald, "They wlll not come to me that they might have 1life™.
Paople ought to bang down the Church doore instead of Christians
having to beg them toc come and find eternal life.

4. Break down in Communication- "Adam, Where art thou™. You turn in
on self and let depression and despalr take cver. You think noane
elege has ever had the same problems or circumstance you have.

5. Egear~ "1 was afraid because I wasz naked™

a. Fear of facing the procblem

b. Fear of Public condemnation
6. Blame Shiftins-~ ;

a. The woman THOU gavest me- She made me do it but it was really
YOUR fault for giving me auch a wife.

h., The SERPENT beguiled me- I wasn't as amart as I should have been
(Which, of course, is God's fault for not gliving me enough wisdom).
How Bmart do you have to be toc obey??

B In Thelr Relationeship with God-~
1. Qursed:

a. Serpent- crawl on belly, hated

b. Woman (Deceived)~ Under man with pain of Childbearing

¢. Man~ Earn living by aweat of brow
2. Death:

a. Spiritual separation from God immedliately and then forever

Ir'. Physical death to come

IV. SIN'S RANSON-

a 11}14) [} &, L - 2 i) e ek s

- A messgiah will come

#ill you allow Sin to ruin your life and send vou to Hell?? Or will
you come to God by Faith in Christ today?
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Wedneday Prayer Service 7:30pm

Pastar Mircheal Janes
304-3F25

IVDI VII Num 1) Mayzs 1585 47 34B Lawrefice St¥* PQ Box 1003 ## Lake Lily, 5L 2955@

Greetings in the Name of Christ,
Did you Notice the new "HMOTTO"
we're using now?? A Lttile
Chureh with a Big VYision. e
used that motto 16 years age when
I first came to Grace but we
abandened 1t for our overriding
Feal of getting pecple "To EMNOW
and to SHOW CHRIST", I have
decided toc use it again in order
to help define our place in the
Communiity (Our Motto is Changing
But cur Boal will NEVER Changes
Wiz Wwilll alwavs seek to get men
to KNOW Christ as Saviour and
then to SHUW Him in their changed
life).

I found that it was difficult
Tor "John & Ferson' Lo really
identify with "To ENOW and to
SHOW CHRIST" while they seem to
much movye gasily grasp A Little
Church with a Blig Vision". HMost
people want & church that s small
enowgh for them to Teel like
theyv 're part of the "fainily" and
we try to promote that frienmdly
Family attitude here at Grace.
But, while we’re small enocangh to
be Friendly. we've ot & vision
that*s as BIG as they comgi !l

I want owr people continually
aware of the Opporiunites of
serving in a local Body of Christ
but I want them te never forget
the Obligations of spresding the
Gespel of Christ. 8o why don®t
vour join us this week in "6
Little Church with a Big Vision"
Ehat striving to get peonle "To
FMOW and toe SHOW CHREISTY. {Can
You identify YOUR church in a

Sentence?? ThHere are a 10T OF
chuwrches "drifting" throwagh 1ife
mever accomplishing anything
because they don™t know what
they 're tryving to accomplish!l,
I hope vou also noted that we;
will use the REVISED TiME this °
Sunday-
Yam—- Firast Horehip Service
19 0sam— Sunday School
liam— Becond Worship Bervice.
prother Damon Runion will be
tzaching the Adult Class and
we'll have Special Music from
individuals and the Cholir during
@acih of the Worchip Services.
Join us this Sunday Ard make
a Memorial Day to RHemember.
I'm &iso happy bto amouwnce bhe
donation of & used VOR o our
Jutyrwach Minlstry by Mr Danny
Thigpen. I am using it to copy
some tapes even as I bype this
and 1t°s golng to be a real asset
to the Charch. I started adding
up the sgulipment the Lovrd has
given the Oubtreach Ministey in
the past few vears and 1 was
amazed! !~ Computor with hard
disks coloy moviibor . IHM
proprintsr .« and over H5H00 woath
ol prograns. 3 VMOHs, ﬁ
@lectronic staplerss & heavy doty
stapler, and a saddle stitch
stapler. &n electric driven Memp
Machine with 3 dirume and & hand
driven memo machive with A drams.
A binding maching. & audio
cassette recorders, a high speed
audio cassette recordery 4
partable cassette plavers, an lBM
seleactric I1 typewriter, and

this
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dollars
and
and

sundreds of
worth of audio
video cassetles
booklels. God has
continually met our
every need and I
cannot Praise Him
enough. {1 also
cannot THANK enough
those peaple who
consictently give so
that this Outreach
Ministry can
continue. I don’t
receive any "pay" for
the work I do in the
Outreach Ministries
and 1 try to follow
God’s direction in
the use of everything
thsat comes into the
Ministry. As partners
with you in spreading
the Gospel of Christ,
I try to make cure
every dollar is used
frugally and
faithfully and 1
appreciate the honor
of directing the
spread of the Good
News about Christ
through SErmons,
boaoks, tapes, and
through any “door"
the Lord will open to
us.

Arnother "Door" has
recently opened just
2 crack and I'm
praying for God’s
wizdom in knowing how
te open it
correctly. Through
the wyears of the

Outreach Ministry I
have tried to share a
portion aof our income
with Widows and the

MNeedy. It has never
peen much (Depending
on 1income, from %25

to %75 per month) but

1 was recently
approached by someone
who wants to

consistently give to
such a "help for the
Needy" fund. My plans
for now are to simply
chamnel it through
our Outreach Ministry
(While keeping it
separate on the
record books) but if
it grows into a
significant amount
then I will start a
separate account with
some sort of
oversight  board. 1
have prayed for a
long time for some
means of consistently
mCcwving Christianity
from Preaching inte
Practice and I think
this might be a major
First step.

Thanks to
Ard for
some of
gquestions.

Fire Billie

supplying
these

LilZ:

l. Who was taken from
a Pit and then from a
Prison to become a
Frime Minister?

2. Who was a captive

who became a
Commander because he
could read a special
message?

3. Who Was the
richest man in the
land of Uzs3 but his

wife talked too much?
4, Who is only
mentioned in the
Bible when he went to
sleep during a
sermon?

S. Who was Adam’s
first grandchild?

6. Who was the first

convert in Europe?
7. MName 3 Preachers

who rode in ships.

8. Which Disciple
gave a party for
Jesus when he was
saved?

9. What prophet has a
sister that sang and
a brother that
worshipped an idol?
10. Name the thief on
the Cross that was
saved while Jesus was
dying for our sin.
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Did you notice from
the @Guiz that God can
take Ordinary people
and use them in
Extraordinary ways
when they’re dedicated
to Him?

I used to think that

the Gospel was
supposed to take
imperfect people and
make them Perfect.
Instead, [°ve found it
takes Sinners and
makes them Saintss
continually being
molded into the image
of Christ. I’m glad
I’m part of the
Process. Preacher Mike

]
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WHAT KIND OF ATHEIST ARE YOU?

Pe 14:1 The foof hath sold in his heant, Thene is wmo God, They ane
cornupt, they have dome cbominable wonks, thene .is mone khat doekh
good.,

The word ATHEIST comes from a Greek word meaning "No (a) God
{Theos )" and was originally applied to those who deny the'existence
of a Supreme Being. While the word "Atheist™ is not found in the
Bible, the ldea of "Denying God™ l1s. And the amazing thing is that
the vast majorit ; X - . :
#ant us today to look at the 3 "kinds oF atheist the Perils o+
being an Atheist, and then I want to determine how we can reqognize
and build a relationship with God.

I. THE THREE KINDS OF ATHEIST: .

1} Professine Atheigt- Those who deny the God of the Bible.

Rom 1:20-23 Fon Xthe Jmnuisible things of him 4nom the cneatiem of fthe
wordled ane cRlewly seen, being underwitood by the things thai ane made,
even his eiermal powen and Godheod; s0 that they ane wlihout excuse!
Becouwse thot, when they knew God, they gloruified him wmot as God,
nedlthen wene thankfdul; but became vain An theln imaginatdions, oand
theln foolish heant was dankened. Pnofessing themselves o be wise,
they became foolks, And changed the glony of the uvicorvwpiible God
Anto awn Jmoge mocde fike to corwuphibfe mom, and te binds, ond
founfooted heoats, and cneeping things.

2) Philosophlical Atheist- The crowd Paul had to content with on
Mars Hill (Acts 17123) Fon as 1 passed by, and behefid youn devokions,
1 4ound on aflian with this LInserdpiion, TO THE LINKMOWM GOD. Whom
thenefone ue Jdgnonanily worship, him decane I unto you.

3) BPracticing Atheigt—- Those who talk like they're active but live
like they're Athelgt! Tit 1:16 They pnofess thok they know God; buk
An woniks they deny him, being abominabRe, and discbedienkt, and unkto
eveny good woenk nepnobate.

Each of these "roots* has numercous Branches (and many times 1it's
difficult tc connect the two but careful observatlion wlll reveal
where the "sap” is coming from!); But the "fruit” they produce is
destroyed lives and damning souls! Let's examine them closer.

1. The PROFESSING ATHEIST- The easiest to recagnize because they
stand vocally and Visibly against the God of the Bible. They may
recognize A God but they stand against THE God. This is the majority
of the Eastern World {(Moslems, Hindus, Buddhist, etc.)., Many of them
are VERY Religlous and have a standard of morals and manners that are
to be envied but they refuse to acknomwledge God and accept His Son,
Jesus Christ, These are the Millions and Millions of "religious™
reople who have seldom (if ever) heard the Gospel and so they cling
to idol= and ideologies that are like giving aspirins to a man dying
of cancer; they provide tempcrary relief for minor symptoms but do
nothing to change the awful fate to come.

2. The PHILOSOPHICAL ATHEIST- Because God cannot be "put in a jar™ or
shown through "Scientific Reasoning”™ they make up something to
replace God. Humanliam (Man ims God), "New Age"™ (The World is God), and
the "Force"™ (Some impersonal power that cast us into a world to do
the best we can) are branches of this root. These people are governed
by Consclence, the Crowd’'s Opinion, or the "Cousmos"™ (Astrology,
nygticism, etc). They refuse the Blble's Authority or application.



2. The PRACTICING ATHEIST- The "Worst" of all because they say one
thing (that they belleve and follow God) and live another thing (in
worke they deny Him). The Pharisees of Jesus' day were like this-
Matt 23:27-28 Woe unio you, scribes and Pharuisees, hypoorndiites! fon yi
ane Rike unteo whited sepullchens, which dndeed apreon beaukiful
outwond, buk orne within Lull of dead men’s bomes, and of clfl
uncleanness. BEven 50 ye afso ocutwondly appeon nighieous unko men, buk
within ge one 4ulf? of hypocrirsy and Ainiquiiy. Many people today who
profess to be Christians woreship at the altars of SELF, SUBSTANCE, or
SUCCESS and think God doesn’'t know or care. They will be offended
today that I call them "Atheist™ but they must realize (before it's
too late) that God doesn’t simply listen to your words, He examines
your Frult!! (Matt 7:20).

II. THE PERILS OF BEING AN ATHEIST:

a. You can lose vour mind- Rom 1:28 fnd even as they did nokt RLike
Lo netodn God in thein knowledge, God gave them oven o a nepnoboke
mind, ko do fthose things which ane mot comvendent:!: (Then follows a
list of some of the most despicable sins known to mankind; that are
being practiced and proclaimed on TV today!).

b. You will lose vour Soul- John 3:36 He that befiieveith on the Som
hath evenlosiing Life: ond he fhait beleiveih mnok the Sen sholl mok
s2ee ife! buk dthe wrnath of God abideth on him.

ITI. HOW CAN YOU KNOW THE REAL GOD?

a. Look at the Example He's Givan us—- Jesua. he thakt haolth seen me
hath bseen Lthe Foathen: {(Jn 14:9)

b. Look at the Evidence He has glven ug- Pas 19:1 The heavewns
decllone the glony of God; ond ithe finmoment sheweth his handyworie.

c. Listen to the Exhortation of Paul- Phil 3:8 Yeo doubkflens, ond 1
coundt ol things bukl Loss Lon the excebflency of the knowlecdge of
Chovist Jesus my Lond:! fon whom 1 have suffered dhe Ross of okl
things, ond do counk them bui dung, thot I moy win Chndesk ,- Ged
reveals Himself to those who SEEK to Krow Him. He seldom revealsas
Himself to those with only a "passing intereast™; Knowing God is not
the Dedication of 2 Moment but the Determination of a Life Time.

d. Labor in the Exercises He has Left us:

1> His Word- John 17:i8 Fon 1 have given unhto them ithe wonds which
thou gaveskt me: and they have necedived them, ond have kenown sunely
that T come cut £dnom dhee, ond they hove befieved thot thou didsi
send me. Kead, Study, and Meditate on the Word of God.

2> Hia Witness- The Spirit. John 15:26 Bui when ithe Comfonten ALa»
come, whom T wilkl send unko you £nom the Faklan, even the Spindit of
trnuth, which pnoceedeth £rnom the Fathen, he shall Xest ify of me: The
"Spirit bears witness with our spirit, that we are the c¢children of
Sod™ (Rom 8:16). Don't Grieve or Guench the Spirit but allow Him to
reveal Christ in and to your heart.

3> His Works- Chrisgtianz are part of the body of Christ. As we
function FOR Him we learn more OF Him. Christlanity is not a "mind
game”™ wWe play but a changed life we live. We learn to have the
Submitted Mind of Christ (Phil 2:5), the Serving Hands of Christ, an:
the Saving Witness of Christ (Luke 24:47-49),

Are you an Atheist in Word, Mind, or Actions?? Are you bullding =
Relationshlip with God as you continually get to know Him more and
more?



REAL. BEAUTTY

Pro 31:30 Favon Ji» decedltful, and beauty is voain: buk o woman that
fdeaneth the Lond, she shall be pnoised.

Bothers should know the truth of this verse very well:
1. Foveon i» deceiltful- The same children that pick that special
Mother's day card to give you touday and sayv such nice things about
vyou in public will sit down at your' loaded table and eat that meal
you've slaved over before adjourning to the living room to talk and
rest while you clean up and wash the dishes!! '

2. Beauty .ips Vain- The physlcal strain of bearing and bringing up
children ie enough to make even the most beautiful ‘of women a little
"ragged around the edges"™ EIt still amazes me that there aren't more
bald headed women from "pulling out their hair™!3. Children are much
more interested in a Mother's LGOVE than they are her LOGKS!

3. A woman thot feoneih the Lond sholl be pnodlsec- A mother’s
relationship with the Lord is the most important thing she can show
and share with her children.

Because there are more than mothers here today I want us to notice
something about women that everyone is concernsed with; BEAUTY, and
see how Vain it really is.

i. THE PCHER OF BEAUTY-

A) Laused Satan’s Fall- Ez 28:17 Thine heant wos fifked up becouse
of thu beauty, theou hast cornupied thy wisdom by Nnecson of thy
briighiness

B) Caused Abraham's lLie - Gen 12:11=-13 And it came ko poass, when he
wask come neon to 2anken Lnke Egupk, thoit he soid unte Sonodl his wife,
Behold mow, 1 know that thou onkt a {fain wemon o Look upon:
Thenefone ik sholf come 4o poss, when Lhe Egupilons sholll see Lhee,
that they shofl say, This As his wife: ond they wild iR me, buk
they will save fhee alive. Say, T pnay thee, thou ont my sisken:
that it may be well wiith me fon thuy scke: oand my soul shall five
bYecause of thee.

C>» Caused JIsamc's lie - Gen 26:16=7 And Tsococ cwefdt in Gernon: And
the men of the place asked bim of his wife; owvd he solid, She As wmy
sisaten: fon he feoned o soy, She ia my wife: Resk, soid he, the men
of fLhe pRoce should Li? me Lon Rebekal; because she woes fain Xo
2ook upon. :

D> Caused Jacob to work 14 yesars~ Gen 29:117-18 Leah was tenden
eyed; buk Rachefl was beoukiful? ond wel? favouned. And Jacob Roved
Rachel; and sald, T wilf senve theg spven yeons fon Rachefl f1hu
soungen daughten. (Then he was tricked with Leah and had to serve 7
more years in order to get Rachel).

E) Leads to Curiogity and discovery—~ ECC 3:11 He hath made evenuy
thing beoautiful in kis Lime: 0faso he hoth set the wonkd .in thein
heant, Lo Lhakt ne man can {find oul the wonk thokt God mareih {fnom the
begainning to the end. The Beauty of the Muountainsg or lands in the
distance has caused many an explorer to continue when his mind said
stop. There is a beauty and wonder to most sclilentist; that mavbe onlwy
they can see, but it continually drives them to greater discoveries.




F' Leads to Debaucherv, Divorce, Diseage. and Dagth-
1. Be Warned of the Wayward Woman= Fro $:123=285 Fon the commonament le
a RZamp: ond the fow As Light: and nepncofde of insinuction ane the wo
of Rife: To reep thee fnom the evil woman, $nom ithe {lakkeny of Lhe
Longue of & sinonge woman. Lust vwiot afien hen beauiy An ihine heonk;
nedithen Ret hen take thee with hen eyelids. (See Prov H5:3-11)
2. Be Warned of the Lustful Loolk- II Sam 11:2 And it coame 1o pass Ain
an everningtide, that Dawvid onose {nom ofd hie bed, and wolked upon
the noof of the king’s house! ond {rom the nood he sow o womamn
washing henself; and the womon was veny beauriful 1o Look upon. In
the day in which we live, in which everything from toothpaste to
Toyotas are sold by scantily dressed women; we need to remember
afresh the words of Jesus- Matt 5:28 But 1 soy unieo you, thak
whoscavern Rooketh on o womon 1o Lust ocdten hen haih commiiited
aduzteny with hen ofneoady Jn his heont.

IiI. THE TRUTH ABOUT BEAUTY

A Beauty 1g in the eve of the bheholder- Prov 20:29 The glony of
Young men As dhedin sinengdih; ond Lhe beauty of olkd men e Lthe gney
heacd .

BY A beautiful person loses their beauyty when their gin is
revealed: Ps 29:11 UWhen thou with nebukes dasi. corieckt man don
Avdquity, khou mokest kRies beanuty 1o conesume away 2ike a moithi sunely
eveny man Ae vandity. SeRah. It changes the beauty of their
countenance and of their reputation (Rememmber, sometimes beauty is
Aahat vou think of a person?

C> True Beauty is found in a Relationship with the lord: Ps 90:17
And Zex the beouiu o0f fhe Lond oun God be upon ues: ond establisk thou
the weonk of oun hoaads upen we s

D> Worthy Worship produces real RBeautv- Ps 29:2 Give unto Lhe LORD
Lhe glony due unto khies name; wonakip fthe LORD Jin Lhe beazudy of
hoflinesas , Fs 96:6 Homon and majesty one befone him: sinengih ond
beguty one Jn his soncktuany. {(Remember the Glo.a on Moses® face after
being with Goed.? e

E) Real Bgauty is nob just & glean face, but a clean heart- Ps
14914 Forn dhe LORD daketh pReasune .m his people! he wil!? beaulify
the meek wikh sofvoi.ion.

FAVOR 1S DECEITFUL....BEAUTY IS VAIN...BUT A WOMAN (OR MAN) THAT
FEARETH THE LORD SHALL BE PRAISED.

ne closging Thought from a sermoun Jesus preached- Matt 23:127 Wee
ko you, scriibes ond Phoardasees, huypoconiies! fion ye ane kike unio
whited sepulcherts, which Andeed appeoan beautiful outwand, bul one
wlihin Ul of dead men’s bones, and of aff uncleonness. If vour
Feauty 1ls only "skin deep” the blood of Chrigst can wash you from the
“inside out™ and change you from a blighted son of Satan to a Saved
son ot God.
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"Multiply your Ministry®il
That’s something I keep telling
our People all the time. Never
be satisfied to witness to Two
people if you can find a way to
use that same witness to reach
Twenty! That’s the premise
behind much of our Outreach
Ministry—-— 1 preach a message to
50 to 75 people on Sunday
Morming; many more listen to
that same message live over
Padio, then some get 1t later 1in
the week on audioc and Video
tapes, hundreds more read it in
the newsletter within two weeks,
and later many of the messages
are adapted by other preachers
ard "recycled" to their
congregation. You drop a small
stone in a podl and watch the
waves get bigger and bigger as
they ewxpandi!! '

I've had several opportunities
to "watch the waves expand"
recently: I spoke at the Senior
Citizers meeting last week (I
normally speak about twice a
month) and had the privilege of
doing something I’ve wanted Lo
do for a long time. I was able
to get enough of a "backlog" of
booklets and sermon tapes to .
enable me to give one to every
onelwhn attended the meeting.
This allowed me to minister in
person, with a sermon on tape
later, and then with a book they
can study for a long time.

The Adult Sunday School
Lessons this guarter are from
the Minor Prophetss and we’re
‘covering a book a week | Because
I made tapes and kept extra
copies of the cutline of each
book when I taught 01d Testamen:
Survey I have already been able
to assist several Sunday Schoo:
Teachers with an audio and
printed outline of each book
(and I still have several

available on a first come, first

serve basis). _

" One of the men in the Churcy
recently was able to g> to his '
first Family Reunion since

committing his life to the Lgyd .

He wanted to carry something
that would leave a witness “or

the Lord with several members of

his family so I copied a numder
of sermon tapes for him to give
_ them.

duplicator several years ago).

Thé "wave" is not nearly as
big as I want it to be yeti and
I know that if we can increase
the "stone" we throw in at the
beginning that that will help a
great deal; but I praise the
Lord for opening so many doors
and for burdening so many

people’s heart with this work sc

I could get the necessary
equipment and funding to
Multiply the Ministry
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{Now you know why I prayet
‘sa hard for that high speed tape



Vacation Bible Schoaol will be
held next week (June 12-1%) with
the Theme "Noah’s Ark". It will
kick off with a showing of the
Video "Noah’s Ark" on Sunday
Night and then Monday -
Wednesday we will have a visit
from "Noah’s Wife" in addition
to object lessons and Puppet
Presentations. The Second hour
will include Refreshments,
Songs, and Preparation to "Build
the Ark". Monday - Wednesday
the sessions will be held from
7:00pm - 2:00pm. Graduation will
be held on Thursday Night
beginning at 7:30pm and will
include a musical program of

building the ark and loading the’

animals aboard before our Hot
Dog Supper Celebration.

Because of the fact that all
of our time will be involved in
Message, Music, and Preparing to
build the ark, we will not have
craft this year but wiil instead
offer the kids an opportunity to
shop at the "General Store" on
Graduation Night. Each Child can
earn "Bible Bucks" each night of
Bible School to use in the
"General Store" using this
simple formula— $1 for
attending, $! for bringing your
Bible, and %3 for each Visitor
you bring (A Visitor is someone
who does not presently attend
our Sunday School. They can be
counted by only one person and
only for one night. Each Visitor
receives %2 on their first
visit)., On Graduation night the
children will be lined up to
enter the "General Store" with
the person with the most money
first and then down the line. If
people have the same amount of
money the youngest will go )
first. All items will cost at
least a "dollar" but every child
that attends all three nights
will be able to purchase several
items (There will bhe one Main
item that will be so expensive
that only the person with the
most money can purchase it). - We

bhope this will be a leairni i
experience for the Children as
they learn to "walk with God",
to "Get into the ark with God",
and to begin a new life with
God; and we hope the graduation
service on Thursday night will
be a means of reaching many
parents for the Lord.

Father’'s Day will be one of
our SPECIAL SUNDAYS again. We
will begin at-?:00am with a
Worship Service, 10am will be
Sunday School {(Brother Russel
Lowder will teach the Adult
Class), and the 1lam Service
will include a special honor for
Fathers (Then Dad will have all
afternoon off to relax in his
new chair!),

Just an Update on an item in
the last edition—— The Fund to
help Widows and the Needy has a
new Name- "The Helping Hand”
Fund (suggested by one of it’s
contributors). My plans are to
begin an account for this fund
in the near future and Lo cover
all administration costs from
the Grace and Glory Outreach
Fund so that every penney given
to this fund will be used to
help someone in need. Already
nearly %200 has come in and been
distributed and I =ee a problem
trying to keep it’s funds
separate from the Dutreach
Ministry Funds. Separate checks
would also allow people to more
easily identify th= source of
their gift. So if you would ever
like to help this fund (All
donors are anonymous) please
designate your gift to the
"Helping Hand” Fund and we will
make sure that those in need
receive help.

I hope I've "made some waves'
with you today and God has
spoken to your heart. If vyou
know Christ as your personal
Saviour then tell someone about
Him this weeks: if you don’t know
the pardon and forgiveness of
sins offered in Christ, ask me,
I’11 be glad to share the “Good
News" with you. Preacher Mike



etiting Ammway With =in

Pa 10:1-2 UWhy standest thou afan off, 0 Lond? why hidest thou thuyseld
in times of inouble? The wicked .n his pnide doth perwwecuie the poon:
Lokt them be dalken An the devlces that they have imoagirned.

We are living in a difficult time for Christians; Sinners are
prospering and Saints are being persecuted. The Good seem to always
come up short whlile the Greedy get riéher and richer and seem to "Get
By With almost everything. '

I want us today to look at how God deals with Sin and see why He
doesn’'t "zap sinners with lightening bolts"™ as we sometimes want.

1. THE TINING OF GOD'S JUDGEMENT :
A) Sometimez Swiftly and Publicly-
Haman (Esther 7:10 So ithey hanged Haman on the gofflows that he
hod pnepaned §an Mondecad. )
'~ .Badab and Abibu [CAareon's sonsl (Num.3:4 And Naodab ond Abihu died
befone ihe Lond, when they offened sinange {4ne befone ihe Lond.?>
When Uzzsh touched the ark of God aB it was being transported he
Was killed immediately (Il Sam 6:6-7)
B) Jometimes Slowly but Surely=-
Pharaoh drowned the Israelite babies, but he was drowned in the
Red Sea. .
Ahab "got by” with sin for years until one day in a battle an
archer shot an arrow "by chance”™ and killed him.
You may get by 99 timem, but "be sure your sins will find you out.”
Prov 5:122 His oun iniqulties shofll toke the wicked himeseld, and he
shaf® be hofiden with ihe conds of his sins.

The swift method is necessary to show there is a God that rules on
the earth; the slow method is necessary to show there is a judgment
to come. But most of the time it appears that the "mills of God Erind
exceedingly slow™; and often 1t appears that, since vengsance belongs
to God, He takes it after death instead of during life. Let's look at
some reasons that God does not always punish bad men (women? when
they do wrong.

The Frailty of man~- If God dealt with Every sin instantly then the
world wWould soon bs destroyed- for all have sinnedl Gad would be the
destrover. not the povernor of the world. .

The Nature of God- Longsuffering: 2PE 3:9 The Lond As mok sfocik
concenmning his promise, as bsome men counk slaclkness; but As
fLongouffdening Lo us~wond, nok wiflling that any shoulld rerdish, buk
that a2l should come 4o nepentonce.

The Need of Man~ Repentance: God expects man to TURN FROM Sin as well
as Recelive Pardon for 1t. Acts 17:30 And the Zimes of this Agnononce
God wimnked at; but now commancdeih a2 men evenuy where Lo nepentk.

The Desire of God- Voluntary Love: Because man 1s a free agent and
present punishment would drive him to slavery rather than voluntary
submission.
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The Love of God- God takes no pleasure in the death of the wickeds Y
joved them enough for His only Son to die for them and this love
makes Him patience in Hie punishment.

The Need to ™Protect™ the Righteouas while the wicked are yeins
punished- Because the "bad” can’t be properly punished without
pometimes harming the good (Pulling up the tares with the wheat).

The Faith of the Rightecus must be tested and purified- Is 48:10
Behold, I have nefined thee, buk not with silven; T have chasen thee
An the fuwnmace of affflickion.

Sometimes sins are not "ripe”™ for punishment.~ Isreal stayed in Egypt
400 yoars til the sin of Canaan was "full™ {(Gen 15:316).

You can Rest assured that God will act [By the way, arean't you glaa
God does not deal with ycu the way you want Him to deal with others?3
_Because God _puts off sentence, it does not meapn He has forgotten.

Ecclesiastes 8:11-13 Becouse sentence agoinst on evil wonk As ok
xecuted speecdily, thenefone the heant of the sons of men Jo fulllly
22X An them Lo oo evidl. Though a sivnen do =2vifl ave hundned fimes, and
his dags be profonged, yet sunely T know thoit At shafl?l be well wilih
them that feun God, which feon befone him! bdut Ak shall? nol be well
wiith the wicked, vneithen shalfl he wnolong his daus, which ane as a
shodow;: because he feomexh mot hefone God.

The Evidence of Sin's Punighment is not alwavs obviong— The wicked
flee when no man pursue. We can see if a person suffers in his body,
or social position, or reputation; but we can't see the inward man
that knows he’s done wWrong - the roiling turmoil, the constant threat
of being "“found out,” =tc..

Many Times God allows the Bad to punigh the Bad- 4sayrians, Romans.
Is 7:20 Iw the samz day shaldl the Lond shave with a nazon thak As
hined, nomely, bu tihem bewond ithe niven, by the rRing of Assunia,

But remember, whether sentence ls executed swiftly or slowly;
Privately or Publicly; court has been held and sentence has been
passed on every =in (all evil and a1l evil wWworkers?: Ezek.18:20 The
soulk that sivnekth, it shof® cdie.

The only way to "get away™ with sia is to give it to Jesus.
Acmit it, forsake it, trust only in Hig Grace.



POWER TO PERSEVERE
Col 2:21-29 . . :
ife’ £y ; : d troublesome

The life of a Pastor is filled with Tragedies and troij ;
circumstances as he tries to help people deal with marltgl ?rﬁztezié
serioué sicknesses, and the normal difficulti?s peoPrle Fac?,tian
of the saddest things any Pastor has to face ia when a Chr ; tan
turns back on the Lord. This is a "Double”™ problem For_tgﬁﬁyairom the
since the Backslider not only turns BACK but also turns ./
only real Help he has. ) .

1 want us to lock today at What Happens when a Person 103k3 baig
after putting their hands to the plowu; at how such a.TragT z czﬁe
happeni .and, finally, 1 want to see how We can be Faithfu o
end.

1. What a Backslider loses: In Relation to- ]

A> The World- His tesatimony and character. He 1is conslderedla-
coward and a traitor; people don’t even name their dogs Judas!! The
world will try to get you to turn away from Christ but they will be

led 1 ou actually do so.
FegﬁlThg C;uigh— Some o¥ the saddest words in the Bible are ?em&b
hath forsoken me, hawving Loved this pnesent wonkd, <I¥ Tim 4‘1?>- A
Backslider abandons the Fellowship of the Body of Christ ?nd Hfs Work
in the Body of Christ. He turns his back on two of the main th1ng§
every person needs; Help and Purpose. And the Church has to function
without a "finger".

C)> The Lord- )

1. Hig love for Christ Rev 2:4 Neventheless 1 have somewhat agoainsi
thee, becawse thou hast Left ihy £kt Rove.

2. His Pgper to wWork for Christ - Samson

3. Hia Fruitfulpness- Mark 4:18-19 And fhese ane ithey which one soum
among thaorms, such as hean the wond, and the cones of this wonkd, and
the deceitfulness of riches, and the LZusis of othen things eniening
in, choke the wond, aond it beacomeih unfnuiiguk. (And Remember
"Fruitfulness” was the way God judged whether you wWere pruned or
rlaced in the firei! Jchn 15:2)

4. His Peace~ Peter went cut and wept bitterly. David Frayed Resiana
ko me the joy of ihu salvation: ond uphofd me with thy fnee spindd
(Ps D1:12).

5. Eventuallv His Sgul-~ James 5:19=20 Bnetherm, L4 ony of gou cdo o
£rnom the tnuith, and one convent him; Zek him fenow that he which

conventeth the sdinnen fnom the ermnon of his woy shalfl psove o Loul
fnom death, ond sholkR hide a muliitude of sins.

I1. HOW A PERSON BECOHES A BACKSLIDER- Example of Abraham (Gen 12)

A) He left Bethel (House of God) "By easy Stages” va 9. Gradually
the Fires of Faith ccol until one day you notice only ashes instead
of flames.

B> Problema (Famine) came to him and he scught a worldly answer
instead of resting in the Lord (Went to Egypt to live) vs 10

C) He began to rely on His Ability to handle preblems instead of
seeking God’s directions (Told Sarah to say she waz his sgister) va 13

The Word never takes root in some hearts, has only a limited rocot
system in others, but mauny people beacome distracted and then

distruatful before finally becoming disbelieving (Mark 4:14-20).
ARE YOU "EASING™ YOUR WAY BACKWARDS?7??



1f Backsliding is so harmful; and even a "giant®™ like Abraham had
to content with it, how can we {(mere "normal®™ Chriatians) hope to
avoid it's traps?? The answer is found in one of the most dynamic
concepts in the New Testament~ Christ IN YOU, the hope of Glory.

The Sin Problem is not a simpla Problemi not only 1is it fatal
(Wages of Sin is Death), but it is also highly infectious!! Jesus on -
the Cross deals with the PENALTY of Sin but it takes Jesus living in
you to deal with the PRESENCE of Sin!
Here are some things to know to "cut the Pomer on®™:
. The Source- IN Christ (Gal 2:20) Are You "Plugged In"??
. The Switch- Faith Are you "turned On"7?7? .
. The "Substation™- Knowledge. Do vou have a "Battery™ Christianity
hat runs down regularlyj; or are you congtantly Connected??

To Begin: He cannot have Faith in what he does not know!

To Claim: Eph 1:17-19 Paul prayed for vision to comprehend what the
Christian has in Christ.

God haes provided Pardon and Power for the Christian Life. Don’'t
turn down either! "Greater is He that is in you than He that is in
the World”. Hold on to God'se Unchanging Hand .

1
2
3
t

Dorn " Quit

When thinge go wrong, az they somstimes will,
When the road you’'re trudging seems all uphill,
Hhen funds are low and debts are high,

When you want to emile, but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit.

Rest if you must, but don't you quit
Life is odd with it's twizts and turns

As every one of us somebtimes learns,
Angd many a faillure turns about, .
When he might have won had he stuck 1t outs
Don’'t give up, though the pace secems slow-
You may succeed with another blow.
Often the goal is nearer than
It seems to a faint and faltering man.
Often the struggler has given up,

When he misght have captured ths victor®s cup.
And learned too late, when the night slipped down
How close he was to the golden crown.
Sucecaess is failure turned inzide out-

The silver tint of the clouda of doubt.

Angd you can never tell how close you are,

It may be near when it seems afars;
So stick to the fight when you're hardest hit-
It°'s2 when things smeem worat that you mustn’t quit.



THE: PILG‘RIH“‘ P

HEB 11:8-10 By {$aith Abnohem, when he was cafked o go ouk inko a
ace which he should aften neceive fon an inherndtance, obeyed:; qnd
he wenkt out, not knowing whithen he wenk. By $aiih he sojowmed Jn
the Rend of pnomise, as JAn a sinange couniny, dwelling An tabermackes
with Isaac and Jacob, the hains with him of kthe same pnomlase: Fon he
Rooked fon o ciity which hath foundatlions, whose builden and makern Ls
God., : ‘ K

Abraham is one of the most revered men in the world. He is held in
respect by Moslems, Jews, and Christians; and the Bilble calls him
"the Friend of God™ (James 2:23). There are several reasons Abraham
is Bo well thought of but the most important is our message today-
Abraham has the FAITH OF A PILGRIM. This Faith Caused Him to Get Cut
of the "wWorld™, Get On with living for God, and then Get Home with
the Lord. That's some of the best advice a pastor can give anyone.

A Pllegrim is somecne who?

1. GETS OUT (Separation)- This is a Separation EFROM S$in and the
World- Abraham left his Town and his Job to commit to the Lord’s Flan
for his life. That is also what Jesus asked of His Digsclples, "Leave
Family and Fishing and Follow me™j and it's what He asks of you
today! Many people try to begin the Christian Life with a lot of
excess "baggage™ but Jesus says you don't have the energy or room to
carry it. ‘ ' C

ARE YOU WILLING TO BEGIH A NEW LIFE WITH CHRIST?? OR DO YOU SINPLY
WART A NEW RPEGINNING OX THE OLD LIFE YOU'VE BEEN LIVING??? A Pilgrim
reallzes that committing to Christ means your Friends will change
{The Friend of the World is the enemy of Christ); Family
Relationships will change {Submission and Love will replace
Selfishness and iLLust); Sometimes even your Jjob will change {(There are
some jobs a Christian can't do. The Pilgrim alsc secks a Jjob that’s
in God’'s Plan for their life’). You must trust Cod with..a future you
can't see,. ' '

2. GETS DN (Dedlication)- Obedience does not stop witn just getting
cut; it means going or. Christianity is not a FPlace you stop but a
Walk yvou begin.

A) By Faith? It’s not sc much in knowing the way as it is in
knowing who leads the way! (Several men were deep in the jungle
without a path tc follow. One of them became worried until the Guide
saild to him, "We haven't loat the way, I am the Way™). Abraham
believed God when he did not know WHERE (8-10), HOW (11-12), WHEN
{(13-16), or WHY {(17-19). One of the most important and oft repeated
statementse in the Bible is "The Just shall live by Faith”.

BY In Fellowship? Can two walk together except they be agreed.
{Little boy aszked Granddad where he wag going and the Granddad just
walked off. Later the boy asked the Granddad why? The Granddad =said,
"If you want to be wWith me it doesn’'t matter where I'm goling!™). He
must agree with God about the manner of our life, about the methods
we use, and about the manifestatlion of ocur wWworkes that the world sees
(You must decide whether you want man’s praise now or God's praise
later. ‘

By walking with God in Falth and FellowWwship Abraham gained the
Speclal: Promise of God Gen 12:2 To Bless and use

Presence of God Gen 12:7 To Worship together

Protection of God Gen 15:1 "Shileld and exceeding reward"
Power of God Gen 14:13-20 Defeated army with 318

Provision of God Gen 17:1 (El1 Shaddail "All sufficient One™)



3. GETS HOME (Continuation)= Fon he Rooked fon o ciiy which hoth
foundoilions, wheose builden and maken 4s God. Christianity is not a
Vacation but a Vocation. He completed the Journey: Don't die on Thira
base- Some "strike out® and never get on Base (Unsaved). Some *“get a
hit" and get on base (msaved) hut they stop on base and never make it
home (to Heaven?).

He eventually became a Citizen of Heaven instead of a Pilgrim on
Earth: A Pilgrim doesn't settle down in the "motels”™ of the world,
they look for a Mansion in Heaven. One day our mansion will be
completed and we can s2ing "Home at last. Pralse God., Home at last™.

Qre you a Pilgrim?? Or a Sinner set to face the Wrath of God?? Come
join us by being saved and begin serving the Lord. ‘

BIBLE OCCUPATIONS

Match the occupation with the name and then
find it in the puzzle. They may be found by
reading in any direction, even backWard!

Carpenter (Matt 13:5%) Moses
Farmer (Gen 4:12) Faul
Fisherman {(Matt 4:18) Cain
Governor {(Matt 27:2) Gamaliel
Lawver (Acts S:34) Fetear
Misslonary (Acts 13:2,32 Esther
Aueen (Esther 2:17) Joseph
Shepherd (Ex 3:1) Pilate
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very good. We averaged

between 40 and 45 pupils

per night and I thought
their Graduation Program on
Thursday Night was Super!. The
Adult Help for VBS put forth an
extra effort and I’m proud of
all of them. I believe the young
people know a lot more about
"Noah’s Ark" now than they did
before VBS; and I hope it will
help them live pure in a wicked
world.

As Alwayss we have a number of
SPECIAL SERVICES lined up far
the next weeks:

Sunday Night, June 25, we will
have a SALAD SUPPER following
the Evening Service (Tossed,
egg, chicken, 7-laver, etc).
EVERY SUNDAY IN JULY we will
begin at 9:00am and have
Preaching, Sunday School,
Preaching and no Night Service.
(I want to see what response and
attendance an entire month will
produce. So far the results have
been good). Wednesday Nights
will be expanded to an hour and
a half (7:30-92:00pm) in order to
have Choir Practice and increase
our Bible Study Time. My goal in
doing this it to make our Time
at Church as Profitable as
possible in worshipping and
learning about the Lord.

w ACATION BIBLE SCHOOL was

Our "Fourth Sl e
of July" GE
service will 'dLir!;Jf}
be on the Sth e
of July this o 4:”,.““[ (}“]}',
vyear (A -
Nednesday Cele(_‘-l‘al [ {4}

Nite). We will

celebrate the Liberty we have in
our Country and in Christ with a
number of activities— Many
outside and VERY WET. I'11 also
get some "Grace VYolunteers" to
fix us some good groceries so we
can celebrate with good fun,
food, and fellowship before a
time of reflection about the
real meaning of Liberty.

A number of other special
activities are planned during
the month but a recent addition
that I think is very important
is a joint venture we’ve under
taken with Gilead FWB Church. On
Sunday Night, July 23 at 6:30pm
Rev Mike McDaniel will be
presenting a special slide
presentation at the Gilead
Church about the Dangers of ROCK
MUSIC., He will show samples of
what is actually being said and
expose some of the evils
invelved. More Details later.

I hope you’ll join us in
Church soon. God has a Blessing
for you here.

Preacher Mike Ps 16311

— e
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SUCH 58323 I HAVE
Acts 3:i1-10 ‘ : )

Here i3 the well known story of the Lame Man who wWas 40 years old
and vet had to be carried to the door of the Church each Aay to‘
accept charity from the people who were going to and from Wworship.

1 wonder how many people had said, "Something ought to be done
about all these bums that block tha way to the Temple! We've got a
beautiful temple here but it spoils the effect to see all these poor
people around”. Of Courge, there were probably some that had said,'
“1t looks like SOMEONE could do SOMETHING for these needy people. 1°d
be glad to help if I had lots of money but what can my little bit
do?". I want us to see today that God is not as concerned with What
Wwe have as He is in What we do with What we have.

I. THE LITTLE THINGS GOD USES:

A) Moses' rod (Ex 4:1-5)- God uses a simple "stick”™ that Mozes was
carrying as a Signj to Smite the Rock in order to obtain waters; and
to Ensure Victory when Joshua was fighting Amalek (Ex 1733. What do
¥YOU have in vour hand that God can use?? A Pencil tc write storles
and poems; a paint brush to do art work or keep gomething from decay?

B) David's Sline (I Sam 17:40-50)- David was offered armor and
sworda but he had not proved them so he used a simple sling to defeat
a giant. Pornography has been removed from many places simply because
ONE person complained.

) Little Boy's Two Fishes and Five Loaves (John 6:9)~ were used to
feed 5000 men; besides women and children. I wonder how many people
g0 hungry because we would give a bag of groceries if we had it but
aren't willing to give the can of soup we do have.

IT. THE WAY GOD LOOKS AT "LITTLE™ THINGS:

A The Hidow's Mite (Mk 12:141-44) i poon widow hoih cost mone
Av, thon 08 they which have caskt Linko the thneosuny! fon okl Lhew oid
cosk An of thein abundance; buk she of hen wanit did cost Jon ol Lthot
she had, even ol hen Riwving. God is more interested in what you have
LEFT than in what you Give!

Ps 37:16 A RitifRe that a rnighteous man hath ies beiten thon the niches
of mony wicked. Prov 19116 Betian Ais RitilRe wiih the fean of the
Ltond then gineait ineasune and inouble thenauwiih,

B> Mustard Seed Faith~- Matt 17:20 Jesuws soicd unko hewm, Because of
goun unbelied: fon verdldy T soy unto vou, I4 ye have foaith as a gnadn
of mustend seed, uve shol& soy unto thils mountodin, Remove hence fo
yonden pRace; and Ah sholl rnemove; and nothing shol? be Aimpossible
wnto you. It is not the Amount of Falth you have but the “fpplication
of that Faith.

C» A Cup of Cold Water- Matt 10:42 And whosoeven sho2® give %o
drimik unto one of dhese Riixxle ones o cup of cold waten onlky .in the
wime of o disciple, veruiltly T sau unto uou, he shall in no wise Rose
his newand. We look for a great work to do but God rewards the little
ability we have.

Most people don’'t stumble over mountains but they do stumble on
rackstl It’s the "little Foxes that spcil the vines™ (Song 2:195) and
A Ritife Reaven Reaveneih ihe whofe Rump I Cor B:6. Solomon put it
thias wWway~ Ecc 1031 Deoad £fRies couwse the ocintment of ihe apothecoanu to
2end fonth a stinking savoun: so doth a 2ifiRe Loty Iim that Lis An
nepukation fon wisdom and honon. Don't allow the "Little™ things to
caugse you to stumblaji; but don’'t allow the "liltle™ you have to keasp
vou from doing the Work God intends.



NOAH S DAY

Luke 17:26=-27 And as At was in the days of MNoe, s0 shafl iX be olso
in the daus of the Son of man. They did eai, ihey dnank, they marnndied
wives, ithey wene given .in moanniage, unitil the day that Noe enitened
Ainto 1he ank, and ithe 4Rood came, and desinoyed them offfl.

The Story is told of a man who decided to fight a Flood with Faith:
The Pollice came by : ‘and told the man a flood Was coming and offered to
move him but he replied, "I1*11 stay here. The Lord will take care of
me"”. Soon the Water reached to the porch and a boat came by offering
helpi agaln the man declined saying the Lord would care for him. Soon
the water reached sc high until the man had to eit on top of his
house and a hellicopter came by offering help. Again the man sald "No,
1*'11 trust the Lord to dellver me™. Finally the water completely
covered his house and the man had to swim. He looked up to God and
sald, "Lord, why did you fail me. I trusted in your dellverance!™.
The Lord replied, ™I sent a car, a boat, and a plane for youj what
more could I dott™,

1 fear many people are like this man, they trust the Lord to help
them in trouble but they aran't able to see His help when it comes.
Thankfully, Noah was not like thlB, he was able to determine over 100
vyeare before it happened 'that the Lord would send Judgment on the
earth.,. That knowledge enabled him to prepare a way to save himself
and his family; and &lso carry out God’'s Plan for the earth.

Jesus says Iin our text that we wnould face the same conditions in
the last days that Noah faced in His'dhy. I want us to see what
Noah's Day was like so we can determine how close the coming of the
Son of man is and then I Want us, like Noah, to make preparations to
escape God's wrath. ’ . ’F
I. CONDITIONS 1IN NOAH'S Da?.

A) Contrasting Philoagphigs: Ae we read thru Geneeis 4 and 5 we
see some lnteresting Patterna; Cain and his line went AWAY FROM GOD
and became known as City builders, Artist, inventors, etc while the
"Godly” line of Seth 1s known only for HAVING CHILDREN and WALKING
WITH GODI Y That contrast has held throughout history and into the
day We live- Sinful man wants to WORSHIP with his own wWorks ¢(Fruit of
the field inatead of a Blood Sagrifice). WALK his own way instead of
Walking in Fellowship with God, and WORK for this life instead of the
World to come. Today you must declide if you are going to be guided
by the Fhilosophlies of the World or the Teachings of the Word of God.

B) "Church™ Polluted: The Two things Seth’s line wWwere known fors;
Marriage and Morals were allowed to break down- 1) The intermarriage
of the "Sone of God” with the Daughters of men vioclated God'es plans
and purpose (Whether it was Seth's children marrying Cain's children
or Fallen Angels having relations with fleshly women). Today many
Christians marry unbelievers wWwithout a second thought while divorce
is a common accepted thing in the Church.

2) The Imagination of their heart was only evil continually. This led
to Selflsh absorption and Violenecs in the land as everyonse looked
out for "Number One"™. As long as this was in the world God did
nothing but when it infected His followers Judgement was decreed (See
I Tim 4:1-5). There is nothing wWrong with Eating and Drink until it
becomes your purpose in life and then God muast act (Meat for the
bally and the belly for meat and God shall destroy bothi}.



C) Condemnation Pronoungedj God's Wrath finally comnes.

RESPONSIBILITY: Fathers often "kid” about being head of their
household and the reespect that involvea but with Respect alsoc comes
regponsibility. Not only did these Father die but their wife and
children died alse. Are you leading your Children intoc Wrath??

REPENTANCE~- God Repented; not man!!

REMOVAL- "God said, I will destroy man whom I have created from
the face of the earth;j both man and beast, and the creeping thing,
and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made
them.” There comes a time when God finally says He will not put up
with sin anymore- When the iniquity of the Ammorites was full
evervone was destroved. Isreal would not listen and so faced death
and captivity.

How close is the world to wearlng cut God's Patience Today???

11. HOM CAN WE LIVE PURE IN A HICKED WORLD?2:

A} Bray- How do vyou get Wisdom enough to guard and Guide your
Children? "If any man lack wisdom let him ask of God."

- How do you know what God is Planning? Communicate with

Him!

B) Plan-
t. Dedicate Yourself and your Family to God
2. Walk with God in your Daily Life.
3. Establish Long range Goals and Guidelines that will show your
family you are doing more than talk; vou are building something for
the Lord (as Noah did in building the Ark>.

We're living in the last days. Are you worriéd about the "water”
the World??? Remember EVERYONE not in the ark perishedt!
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Pealm 30:5 Fon his omgen enduneih bok a momenkt; An his 6uvan Ao RLfe:
weeping may endune 4on a mighi, bui joy comeih Ain the morming . ’

Charles Swindcll in his bock "Come before Winter™ relates a story
about a man who had Troubles that'we all can relate to (Which
suppoeedly came from'a true accident reportil:

When I got to the building I found that the hurricane had
knocked off some bricks around the top. So'1 rigged up a beam
Wwith a pulley at the top of the building and hoisted up a
couple barrels full 'ocf bricks., When I had fixed the damaged
area, there were a lot of bricks left over. Then I went to
the bottom and began releasing the line. Unfortunately, the
barrel of bricks was much heavier than I was-- and before I
knew what was happenlng the barrel started coming down,
Jorking me up. '

I decided to hang on since I was too far off the ground by
then to jump, and halfway up I met the barrel of bricks
coming down fast. I réceived a hard blow on my shoulder, I
then continued to the top, banging my head against the beam
and getting my fingers piancdhed and jammed in the pulley. When
the barrel hit the ground hard, it burst its bottom, allowing
the bricks to spill out. C e

I was now heavier than the barrel. So I started down again
at high speed. Halfway down I met the barrel coming up fast
and received sever injuries tc my shine. When I hit the
ground, I landed on the pilé of spllled bricks, getting
several painful cuts and deep bruises. At this polnt I must
have lost my presence of mind, because I- lat go of my grip on
the line. The barrel came down Fast--giving me another blow
on my head and putting me in' the’ hospital

I respectfully request gick’' leave.

There are manﬁlwayérof”deaqﬁibing "Troubles piled on top of
Troubles"” like thils man had- "Going from bad o6 worst™; "Jumping
from the frying pan intoc the firea™. "Between a rock and a hard place”™

"Cheer up, thingse could get worse. So I cheered up and sure enough

things got worset”™ "My mother said there would 'be days like this but
she never Bsaid they would come in bunches like bananas™} but, however
you describe it, all of us have to go through a time like thisg from
time to time. One of the great things about being a Child of God is
that we know no matter how dark the night gets there is caoming a
morning light that wWill chase the gloom away and put a smile back on
our face.

The Psalmist made Two points in this passage-— 1) There is a
Possibility of Problems and 2) God Promises the Morning.

I. A Possibility "...weaeplng may endure for a night...”

A) WEEPING- Death, Disease, Debt, Dissatisfaction, Sorrow, trouble
are all part of the world today. Weeping is a way of lifel

Not only is this a problem for a sinful world but servants of God
have been known as "Weepera”™ throughout history:

Job was a man of tears. Job 62,3 0 1hot my gnied wene ithonoughfly
wedlghed, ond my coflomiiy Raid An ithe boflances iegeihen] Fon mow AL
woulld be heavien ithon ihe sonds of the sea: thenefane my wands ane
swoll owed up.



David wrote many of hiep psalmz in the midat of sorrow and sa.o.

Jeremiah (the weeping prophet) Jeremiah 9:1 Oh thoat my heod wern:
woterns, and mine eyes a founioin of keons, that I mioht weep day and
nwight 4o Lthe sRain of Lhe daughien of my peoplel

Jesus Wwas a man of sorrowe and acquainted with grief.
(He Wept for Jerusalem and Lazarus. John 11:35 Jesus Weptl.
Christians are not immune from troubles or tears!

B> MAY ENDURE- This is REAL sorrom that MAY last the entlre nightl!!
(I once tried to comfort sqme people weeping because "Sarah died”™
until I found Sarah was on a Soap QOperal!) Life is full of REAL tears
over REAL troubles that last and last and last.

C> FOR A NIGHT- We are npw living in the night (Spiritual Darkness)
of Sin and Satan. And in this battle we are going to have some
Conflict and Casualtles! But the Darker the night the brighter our
lighte will =shlne! . .

II. A Promise "..joy cometh in the morning.” The Christian is not
left without Help or Hope however,

A> T w "- Trying to smile
during troubleb is like paintlng a burnins buildlng, it makes it lool
retter but 1t s atill burning"

] - C -~ Four boys
decxded to go mountain cllmbing one ueekend. In the middle of the
climb, one fella slipped over a cliff, dropped about sixty feet, and
landed with a2 thud on the ledge below. The other three, hoping to

rescue him, yelled, "Joe, are vou alright?™ "I'm alive...but I
think 1 broke both my armsi” "We'll toss a rope down to yoeu and pull
vyou up. Just lie 2tilll*”, said the three. They dropped down the

rope, tugging and grunting together, working feverishly to pull their
wounded companion to safety. When they had him about three-fourths of
the way up, they suddenly remembered he said he had broken BOTH arms.
"Jo&, if you broke your arms, how in the world are you hanging on?”
Joe responded, "With my TEEEEEEEEETH...™
C)» It is a:¢
i Commji r in thi ~ That He wWill be WITH US
(Holy Spirit living within) in the midst of Life’'s Storms {(Jesus in
the boat in Mark 4, "Why were you afraid?™>
8 L . LE i g the Second
Comlng—— Revelatlon 2%: 4 And God Ah&kﬁ wApe away ol teanb Lnom fhein
eyes: and thene shafll be noe mone deaih, neithert soroow, Non cnuing,
nelthen shafl thene be any mone poin: 4on the fonmen things ane
possed away.

1. Weep no 1onger for departed loved one. (They wWill be with us.?

2. Pain of body will be gone. (New body)

3. Poverty gone. (streets of gold)

4. Fersecution, criticiasm, and ridicule gone.

5. Joy will reign supreme. (He wWill forget that we ever had
SOrrow. ue shofl? be sornowful, but youn sornow shall be tuwwmned inkto
dJo = John 16120

Christians will have some tears in this life but May our tears
become telescopes to better zee Him when He appears.

If you are unsaved my advice to you is (Romans 13:12) The wnight is
{dan spenk . the day ds ak hand: Lek us thenefone cost ofd Lthe wanks of
dankness, ond Lek uws puk on the anmen of Light. Coms to Christ today.




QBJ&%@

Grace Free Will Baptist Church .

"A Little Church with a 316 PTS1ON"

First Yorskip Bar?:na 9: Unan
1ng mhstm Bervice 11:00am
Prayer Service T:
.E@k@ Pastor Mircheal jones
394 -3725
Vol VII Num 14 July 13, 1989 *#348 Lawrence Stxx Lake City, S C

GRACE means "Unmerited Favor"
in "religious" terms and it has
meant the same th1ng for me.
recently. Several weeks ago I
hit @ "Brick wall" physically.
and have been running at about
30 percent power every since.
have 2 new books nearly complete
and have not been able fo ‘make
myself do the fine tuning
finishing workj Plans for the
numerous Fall: actrV1t1es here at

Grace should have beeh made and

confirmed and I haven’t been
able to do so; and worst of all
my preaching has'been below par

(I’ve triple’ bdgg1ed the last 3 °

Sundaysli).

I

Even though 1’11 be gone to
the National Association this
Sunday the Lord has provided
Wonderful replacements:

- 9:00am Rev Larry McAlister will

-;bring the Message.

Brother Larry
has been attending our 9am
services as much as possible

. before .gbing .to his own church

>
-

(o, School Class.

With all these things in’ m1nd, P

it wouldn’t have surprised me if

the Deacons would have called; me.

up and eased mq’put; Instead,w

individuals and fam111es in thE’
4 Church gave me over

%800 Sunday Morning

tg aa. tp thge
Natioiial :Aseé a)

Meeting in Tampa,
Florida next week!!!
I know it was undeserved but it
certainly was not unappreciated!
I tell the people here at Grace
that they must be careful in
what they do because so many
cther Churches look at the;r o
example thru the Gutreach N
Ministries. They sure set a good
example this timel!

and I am pleased he’s going to
speak. He has led nearly 100
people to the Lord in the past

.Year and almost tripled his

Sunday School attendance, so I
know you will get a Blessing.

103 OO0am’ Bruther Russe} .l owder

will teach the Adult Sunday

Brother Russel has
geh a trémendous help to me in

Sunday School as well as in

‘getting th:ngs ready for the new

garage for ‘the parseonage.
11:00am Brother Calvin Grooms,
deacon from Tabernacle FWB
Church will bring the message.
Brother Calvin is a fine
Chr;stlan and a student of the
Word. I believe God will use him
to Bless your heart.

I can’t wait to get back from
the National Refreshed and
Renewed. THANKS to Everyone.

a

I’m

‘planning some improvements in

the Church and Outreach Work.
What an "awesome August" we’ll
have.

Preacher Mike Ps 16:11

Grace FWB Church
£ 0 Box 1003
Lake City, SC 29560
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U S POSTAGE PAID
Permit #8



SATANIC INFLUENCE
Why is Suicide the Nmnber ONE Cause of Death among Teens??

Why are Law Enforcement Agencies required to Train people 1o
ook for signs of Batanic Worship when collecting evidence??

Why have our Schools changed from worrymg aboul "Passing
Notes an d Throwing Spit-balls® to security controlled
establishments where teachers worry about Rape, Robbery, and-
Riot 7?77

Some of the ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND
SUNDAY, JULY 23 6:30PM

at GILEAD FWB CHURCH &8
with a Special Presentation by ¥

REV MIKE MCDANIEL
PATHWAYS TO SATANIIC INFLUENCE

Thisisajoint presentation of Gilead FWB Church and Grace FWB
Church and more information can be obtained by contacting
Pastor Larry McAlister (394-8887)

Pastor Mike Jones {394-3725)



WHAT GRACE BRINGS
Rom 5:17 Fon A4 by one man’s offence deakh reigned by one;: much mane
they which neceive abundance of gnace and of the g.if4dt of
nighkeousness shall? nelgn An Life by ome, Jesus Chruisk.)

One of the thinge misaing from many people’'s Christianity is Joy
and Peace! While we need to realize that the Christian life means
taking up our Croas and following Chriast; as well as enduring
Paraecution for Righteousness sake, still it is the ABUNDANT LIFE of
a Pilgrim on their way to Heaven! We should feel that Joy, and convey
that Joy, to a world desperately locoking for meaning to the madness
of life.

That can happen only when we realize what the Abundant Life really
is~-~ The Abundant life is not Riches, Relaxation, or Revelling: it ls=s
a Relationship with God (The heart is a restless hunter seeking only
God). This relationship i2 not built on my Trying or even my
Triumphs, it is based on Trusting God for Salvation and life~ Not my
Goodness but HIS GRACE. That brings us to a need of understanding
What Grace is and What Grace Doce=s.

I. WHAT GRACE IS: One of the Moat popular ways of deascribing Grace is
the acronym God's Riches At Christ's Expense. A short accurate
description but it doesn‘*t really "Move™ us. Grace is simply a method
that allowe a Righteous God to save Sinners (like us) that could not
aave themselves-~ Eph 2:8 Fon by gnace ane ye saved ithnough faith; and
thot not of gowwellves: AL is the glfx of God. GRACE MEANS SALVATION
IS RQT SOMETHING WE WORK UP BUT SOMETHING WE BELIEVE INt{

II1. WHAT GRACE DOES: Here are 20 "Samples™ of what Grace Brings us-~-

1. Includesg us in God's Plan— Chosen in the Beloved before the
foundation of the earth- We're not an afterthought on God's part. God

determined before the earth was made that He would redeem believers
by the sacrifice of His Son . Jesus.

2. Redeemed - Bought from Slave Market of Sin. 1 was expenslive; it
cost Jesus his life, but God paid the price for me.

3. Jugtified- Sins blotted ocut- Cast into the sea of forgetfulness,
as far as the east.is from the west.

4. Reconclled~- Renewed Fellouﬁhip- What God forgave He forgot so now
we can have fellowship.

5. Sanctifised- Set apart for God- A Peculiar Person that God loves
and cares for. : .

6. Forgiven- As only love could- ﬁothing between God and I now.

7. Glorified- Sees as we will be (Potential); not the dirt but the
destiny!

8. Accepted in Beloved~ Not our Ability but Christ's ability. What a
relief.

9. Ereed from [aw= able to live in Liberty without the "Law™

breathing down my neck every moment.



10. Union with Christ- We're in God and He’s inm us. GLORY!
11, Children of God- Able to call "Akba, Father”

12. Members of Household of God=- Brothers and Sisters in Christ.

13. Delivered from dominion gf’ggrggggg— No 1§nger Blinded by sin

14, Translated jnto the kingdom of light—- Able to see God's wonders
15. Heavenly Citlzen- with rights and responsibilities

16. Seated in Heavenlies in Chrigst- God gees me as i1f I'm already in
Heaven with Chriatt (Like woke up in White house; have to learn what

you're able to do. Many people live in the "out house™ when God's put
them Iin the White housel! ).

17. Sealed bv the Holy Spirit- "Branded™ by the Holy Spirit who lis
IN, WITH, and UPON us to teach ues and empower us.
18. Makes us Qne of God's Sheep— Christ is the Shepherd. That gives

us PROVISION (We go in and out and find pasture) and PROTECTION
{(Christ is the door of the Sheepfold to keep out the "Wolvesa™).

19, We become a new Creature~ II .Cor 5117 Thenefone A{f any man be .in
Chouiet, he L& a wnew cneatune;: ofd things one possed away;: behofd, aff

things one become wew. You have a new "Heart™ that gives you a new
dasire. You can still sin but you don't want to.

20. Peace= Rom 53:1 Thenefone being Jjustified by folih, we have peace
with God Xhnough oun Lond Jesus Chouist: We have Peace WITH God and
the Peace OF God.

Wonderful Marvelous Grace. Grace that ls greater than all our sins.
Grace that can save you today and give you ABUNDANT LIFE in Christ.

Rom 15:13 Now fthe God of Hope £4i82 you with ol jouy ownd peace Ln
batieving, that ye may abound Jwn hope, thnouah i1he powen of fthe Holly
Ghost . .

God wants our Faith to FILL us with Joy and Peace. This can only
happren Wwhen you are Saved, Sure you're Saved, and know what you
receive the minute yvou're saved.

WHAT I MEAN BY BEING SAVED
A) Realize you're lost in sin without Help or Hope
B) Repent of sin and turn to God for Help
C> Receive Christ as your personal Saviour.
1. Put your trust in HIS Sacrifice for YOUR Sins
2. Publicly Profession Him as Saviour
3. Become Part of the "Body"™ of Christ (Church?}

Noah Found Grace and lived while the rest of the world faced God's
Wrath. WILL YOU SEEK A SAVIOUR OR TRY TO SWIM UNTIL YOU DROMN???



OING .‘.'bJCDTP ENOWING

‘How do you know when it'g ti ‘
direction tn eoe 1ifens ime to change jobs? or Bo In a new

How do you change the Christi

an life from. the oprdi
ln;o a:ventures and opportunities (Abundant Life)? nary hun drum
. s:;ct?? TanyﬁChriBtiana have a’“Saying Faith* that ﬁe%er turns into
2 San andysgﬁea:;tg ?r aigatisfylng Faith. They never "leave the
eir wihgs to fly; instead, th in

anﬁﬁr at those who do try to do something Fo; Gogf Bitl;q ey er
Fait: I:a:gntf9r thls.is because one of the most fearful things about
ey thegregzlzequ:r:: ze many times to take Action without

s o at action (That's why it's called Faith!))
Yet this same "fearful Faith” brings an excitement and energy into |
ou:bli:es that e¢an be found no where else. '

raham is a man who made this step ¢ '
p of Falth- Heb 11:8 By {falih

Abz&ham, when he was colfed %o 90 ouX inko o ploce which he should
ad en necefve 4o an Inheriionce, obeyed; ond" '

‘ - At the "tender age of 75" Abraham was told
tgilea;e his hom? and friends. When people asked him where he was
g -ggG e would simply shrug and say, "I don't Know. I Just know God
aa11 ? . He must have takep & lot of ridicule from friends who
couldn 't understand that kind of faith; but today Abraham is a world
known example of Faith! ‘Let’'s Follow his Example.

é Wwant us to look first at what it means to.walk. like this (Going
without knowing) and then I want to share several princ¢iples that
#ill enable us to distinguish Faith from Folly as we apply this kind
of Falth to dally living.

1. THE WALK OF FAITH- Abraham determined to Join hig life with God
and follow God’s Plan for his life. Such A JOINT WALK REQUIRES
dgreement~ Amos 3:3 Con iwd walk togeihen, excepi ithey be agneed? You
must agree that God is the 'léader and you are the follower. Have YOU
agreed with God about your 'life or are you constantly "Fighting your
fate™?? Stop Fighting and start following.

Confidance- Ps 2314 Though 1 walk through ihe valléy of ithe shodow of
deoih 1 will fean no evil. You must accept the fact that the walk
Will be filled with "unkriown™ obstacles as well as Opportunities. You
nust learn to trust God THRU the Obstacleés and FOR the Opportunitles.
Eaith- 11 Cor 5:7 We walk by 4aith, mot by odght. I Cor 13:12 Fon now
we see Lthnough o gfass, donkfly; bUx then foce do foacei now 1 know Ain
pand; buk then shgRl 1 know even as also 1 am known. You must follow
even when you don’'t know how, whén, where or what. Lock at the
example of Paul- Acts 20:22 And now, behold, 1 go bound An ithe spiritk
unto Jenuscflem, WMo enowing the hings hodt »HholfR ool me henet.
Paul did not know what God had in store for him as he traveled the
road God had "staked” out (and what he did know was not very
reassuring- vs 23 ithe Hofy Ghosit wiinesseih in eveny city, .soving
thot bonds ond offlictions obide med. But Paul was Committed tc the
Task God had given him and nothing would stand in his way- vs 24 Buk
none of ihese things move me, nelihen count 1 my fife deon unko
muself, o thot 1 might fLinish my counse wiih jdoy, oand ithe minising,
which 1 have necedved of the Lond Jesus, 4o iestify the gospel of the
gnoce of God. Are you Commlitted to God's Purpose for your life??
Common Sengse- Erph 5:15 See then thot ye wollk cincumspecify, nok as
{ooRks, buk abs wise, nedeeming the iime, becouse the douys one evif. A
walk of faith is not the way of foclishness or feelings; It accepts
the natural and Expects the Supernaturalt!

Ll K -
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1111 ’ i i EVEN IF YOU DON'T KKCU
u willing to follow God's Directions 5
HHEEE ?EEY'RE LEADING YOU?? Faith does not know where the Fut:;? g;l
lead but it does know who will go with it as it travels and W

thére when it arrive!

OR THE WALK: . :
:I-Iiggi Sg;qu;ﬁzzaisign op the Path of Faith- Pa 121:8 The Lond
Aﬁukl enesenve thy going ouk and thy coming An fnom this txmthézﬂt:;
and even fon evenmone. Greater is he that is in you than he a
in the worldli! )

2. Trust God_to take care of the Results- II Tim 1:12 Fon 4he WELCH
c;uge 1 akso suffen these thingas; neventheless 1 om no# ashamed; Hon
1 tenow whom 1 hove beltleved, ond am pansuaded thokt he As obfte o kiep
thot which 1 have commitied unto him against that day. God does no
always “"pay Up on Friday”™ but He keeps accurate books!

3. Don't wait until vou can see the end of the path before vou begin
the walk- Prov 20:24 Mon s gainge one of the Lond; how con a man
then undenstand his ways? Your responeibility ig the next step!

4. ngxg_ﬁgse_iﬁig_ﬁgg;&_nisggkiga.you're'Followins.or you'll end up
on a "dead end street”™. Don't let Parental Pressure, Feer Pressure,
or Prideful Pressure cause you to get on.the wrong road.

5. Make gure it's Fajth and not just "Feelings” because the Feelings
will change or ebb. We tend to begin with great Enthusiasm and
Anticipation; Until the trouble comes! If it's the right road
troubles may "bump” you but they won’'t Break you.

6. Make a Definite, Determined Commitment to the way God wants you to
go- When you know the road God wants you to take; Don't let anything
or anyone cause you to turn back or turn off. If you can't make this
kind of commitment then don't start--- Better not to start than to
put you hand to the plow and look back! (Luke 9:57-62)

Have a DPream, Tell a Dream, Do a Dream.

7. Prepare for an Exciting Life!! No longer will you bog in the mud
of mediocrity; you will travel the path of life- Ps 40:2 He bnought

me up ofleo cuk of on hornudbfe pit, oukt of the miny cloy, ond set my
deet upon o nock, ond estobfished my golngas.

God has a road with YOUR NAME on it! It starts at the foot of the
crogs and leads to an abundant life, Get on it today-~- Who knows if
vou Will be the one to change a "Billy the Kid"™ into a Billy Graham?

Whatsoever He bids you, do it:
Though You man not understand,
Yield to Him complete (Qbedience,
Then you'll see His mighty hand.
Fill the wWwaterpots with water;
Fill tham to the very brim.

He will honor all your trusting,
lLeave the miracles to Him.
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What a wonderful Joint Service
we had with the BGilead FWB
Church Sunday Night. Rev Mike

McDaniel gave a graphic overv1éw

of the dangers in today’s Rock’
Music and B people were saved
with over 20 rededications! What
a wonderful way to come back
from Vacation (I have already
made 10 videos of this service
for distribution and will make
more if needed. Let me ¥how if
you would like a copy).

Everyone did an excellent job
iri my absence; We had more in
Sunday School the Sunday I was
gone than the Sunday I returned!
and the videos of the services
‘shodw that the speakers were
wonderful (Those videos are also
available). It is such a
Blessing to have a Church that
realizes it’s responsibilities
even when the Pastor isn’t
present to oversee them.

Our Vacation was good. We were
able to see many of our Friends
at the National ‘Association;

including the “Bratt Bunchk", ‘and

enjoyed the Fellowship. We left
Tampa and spend a day at Epcot
Center before driving to ‘the
Mountains to spend the day. We
arrived home Saturday Night=-
and haven’t slowéd down since!
But it sure was good to have a
few day of relaxation.

AUGUST SCHEDULE: We decided
Sunday Morning that we liked the
"Nine to Noon" Schedule so much
until we would continue it thru
August. {The "Nine to Noon"

"Schedule simply means that we

move our Sunday Night Service
from épm to
@am; just
before Sunday
School. That
allows us to
make one trip
to Church on Sunday instead of
twos and it allows me to conhnect
the Messages better?. The Fam

JOIN US THIS
SUNDAY

‘attendance has been consistently
~more than we would normally have

at &pm and we’re beginning to
pick up more and more visitors
for this service.

?:00am First Worship Service
?:39-10:10 Refreshments
10:10-10:335 Bible Study Hour
11 00-Noon Second Worship
Sérv1ce (Over WJOT)

I was able to meet several
people who receive our
Newsletter while in Tampa and I
appreciated the opportunity to
put "Faces to the Names". We’re
doing a lot of "extra” things
through our Outreach Ministry
now but God has graciousiy met
every need. Thanks to everyone
Hho has given recently.

Preacher M1ke Ps 16311

Grace FWB Church
F'0 Box 1003 _
fake Citys SC 29569
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YOUR TESTIMONY

One of the Problems in Chrietianity today is our failure_to. ]
properly communicate our Faith. The world's idea of Chriaglanlty is a
»Fanatic®™ with a cloget full of hidden sins or a "l . iberal" who sp?uts
rmushy mushy love and tolerates everything in the wWorld. Christianity
rigses or falls on Communication (Rom 10:17) and we must learn to be
more effective in WHAT and HOW we communicate.

One of the most effective means of communication is first pers?n
testimonial- You tell someone what actually happened to you. Let’'s
look at some guldelines in giving your Teatimony about your relation-
ship with Christ and then allow you to practice what you've learned.

1. THE REQUIREMENT OF TESTIMONY: : . ) )
MATT 10:32-33 Whosoeven thene oha2l confess me befone men, him w2l
1 confess 02s0 befone my Foakhen which Jis An heaven. Bui whasoeven ]
shafl deny me befone men, him wif? 1 a2so deny befone my Fathen which
Ao JAin heoven,
Mark 8:38 Whosoeven thenefone shall be ashamed of me and of wy wonds
in this adultenous and sinful genenation; of him ofso shollR the Son
of mon be ashamed, when he comeih An the glony of his Fathen with the
holy angefls.

II. THE RULES OF TESTIMONY Ps 107:2 Let the nedeemed of the Lond »ay
20, who he hath nedeemed fnom the hand of the ewnemys
A> WHAT should vou tesptifyv about? Testify of your:
FOUNDATION~ When, where, why, and How you wWere saved.
FRUIT- Things God has done IN and WITH You since being saved
FAITH~ In God's PLANS for this life and PROMISES for the next.

B> WHEN should vou Tegtifv? I Pet 3:17 Buk sancikify ithe Lond God
in gyoun heonis: and be neody olwous 1o give an answen 1o eveny man
that oskeih you a neoson of the hope thait As in you with meekness onc
fean:

Pa 119:46 1 wifl speak of thy teskimonies aflso befdone kRings, ond wilke
nwok be ashamed. .
£

1. Make it interesting- It°'s a contradiction to talk about how
exciting Chriat is in an uninteresting way. If you don't care to tell
it then they wWon't care to hear iti! :
2. Make it understandable=~

a. Use Language that the Lost can understand :

b. Use Logic that allows them to follow what you're saying:

#A) Before I accepted Christ I was lonely, felt unloved, had no
peace about his life, and feared death. B} The change came in my
life when I trusted Christ by Faith. C) Here are a few of the changes
that have taken place in my life as a result of being Born Again.

3. Make it as specific as you can- Use the date if you know it, Name
the place, describe the circumstancea, etc.

4. Make it as Realistic as Possible~ Don't promise that Salvatlion
Wwill solve all your problems, or cure all your aches. Let them know
that you have taken up your Cross to follow Christ and it's no
picnic;i: but the Holy Spirit lives wWithin and you have a powWwer and a
purpose you nevear had before.

9. Don't get bogged down in Religious Questions- Cain's Wife,
Revelation, etec. ] . .

6. Show your Concern, your love, and your genulne desire that this
peraon accept the Pardon and Peace found in Christ. Don't be a Sales-
man; be a Sharer. Don't be a "Better than thou”; be a Burdened. Heart.
7. Look for opportunities to share your testimony on a regular basis.
I Thess 1:8 Fon {nom you sbounded ouk the wond of the Lond nok only Ain
Macedonia and Achoia, buk allso Ain eveny place youn folih 1o God~wond
Ais spneod abngod; so thok we nmeed nok Lo speck any thing.



_ UNHQLY COUNTRY
IT Peter 3:10-14 : .

Is there any hope for America?? NOt I fail to find America in End
time Prophecy and believe that it will continue it's present
deterioration until it°'= finally destroyed. I think the Church must
turn it’e attention from trying to “save the ginking aship" to
providing "1life preservers" for as many of the passengers as
posaiblel! The people in Noah's day probably had nice homee and
thriving businesses but they didn*t matter on flood day! The only
hope or help was for those inside the ark.

America today has many SYMPTONMS of her fatal disease:

1. Drugs~ something is missing in your life

2. Dipease- Aids, ete. No Purity

3. Divorce~ Family Deteriorating

4. Dollars~ Inflation, covet, materialism

5. Daepression- No Peace or Purposge

6. Davilishness- Violence, Vice

7. Decline in Church Influence- Attendance, Respect .

The Church has preached against these symptoms; the government has
spend Billions of dollars and passed hundreds of laws to correct
these problems, and yet it gets worst ever dayl We can keep wasting
cur energy "hitting at shadows™ or we can admit that the Sickness is
fatal (as God doesii He said Hie kingdom wae not of this world. He's
saving a people out of this world to inhabit a new Heaven and a noew
earthl! ).

0 K, Here’'s where we are- The Boat i= sinking, We can't repair it,
We don't know how much longer we have before it finally goes under.
Here are our Options: (1) We can PRETEND nothing is wrong and
continue our normal activities until the boat finally sinks. (2) We
can PRQTEST against the Icebergs that destroyed the ship until the
cold clammy waters rush in; while the icebergs continue on their
merry wayl (3) We can PRACTICE our Christianity and PREACH the Goepel
so that we'll have "rapture raftg™ for us and can shoWw the other
sinking eculs where they can find safety.

Excuge me while I look over my "1life Preserver":

We have loocked at the fact that the "Church”™ has a problem with
Pollution which defeats her Purpecse. It sounds alright toc talk about
"Them™ in an abstract situation but when I know the koat is sinking I
don't want to know about "life preservers” in general I want to know
about the One I’m wearingl! Let's look at some Proklem areas, see
some Practical Helps, and then Purpose to do our Jjob while we can.

1. PERSONAL PROBLEMS FOR CHRISTIANS:

A) We become Self Centered instead of Saviour Committed,

Lock at 4 traits of the Self-centered Christian:
1. Convenience replaces the Cross

2. Comfort replaces work
3. Covetousness replaces sacrifice ("ME™ Generation)

4. Compromise replaces commitment
In a "Nutshell”, Self has replaced the Saviour. It is important to

reverge the flow of expectation in your life: You want to change from
loocking for everything to please self to the joy of giving to others
of yvoursgelf and yocur means.



B) We allow Sin to klock the Pleasures of our Salvation apd the
Power of cur Testimenv- Pa 51:12-13 Restane unte me the joy of ithy
rafvation; and upholRd me with thy 4fnee spinit. Then wilk 1 keach
tnansgnessorts thy wads; ond sivnens shall be convenked unto thee. Sin
causes ug to Fear God instead of Fellowship with Him, to be timid
instead of a "Testifier”.

God is loocking for a PURE Church, endued_with Hig POWER, to PREACH
His word to a lost and dying world. Are you part of the Problem or
part of the solution?

iI. PRACTICAL GUIDELINES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH We want to make sure
that once we have our "Life Preserver™ on that We never get careless
and take it off! Here is a checklist to determine if wWe are getting
careless wWwith the moat important thing we possesas.

1. A growing Hunger in your Heart for God

2. An increaging desire to Know God's Word.

3. A greater penslitivity to sin in vour life.

4. A decreasing desgire for the world and it*as attractions.

5. A greater Love for others

6. It becomes easier to forgive those who offend you.

7. An lncreasing desire to cbhey God.

8. Ever increasing Falith

9. Increasing concern for the spiritual condition of other people
10. Increagsing Love for God.

s your "Life Preserver™ in good shape?? Remember, when the icy
waters come rushing in, it won't matter how neat you've made your
bed! What will matter is if you have vour "Life Preserver” on. If
you’'ve never been "issued” a "Life Preserver™ they are found at the

foot of the cross. They're available only for a limited time so get
yours todayitl -



AN UNHAOLY CHURCH
I Cor 5:6-7 Youn glonuing As nok good. Know uye moit ithat a Ritide
Reoven Reaveneih ithe whaRe 2ump? Punge out ithenefaone the olld feaven,
that ye mon be a new Kump, as ye ane unleavened. Font even Chnlst oun
paasoven As soacnifdiced fon uws?

1 once asked someone where the best seafoocd in town was but I
stopped eating there when sgeveral mice ran across the table as we
Were eating!!

I declined to eat at aomeone's home cnce because when I antered
thru the kitchen the cat was on the stove sampling supperil!

1 once advieged my sister-in-~law not to eat a sandwich because when
she 1ifted it up I saw a roach hanging on the back sidel!! '

One of the few times I was mick at sea I tried to calm my stomach
with some coke from the coke machine but I got worst instead of
better. The next day when they were cleaning the machine and found
the contalner of coke syrup was Full of rcaches explained the
problem.

In each of these cases, something that ashould have been good and
beneficial had lost 1t's value because of contaminatlion. I want us
today to see that this same thing has happened in the Churchj and
then I wWant us to remember that 14 we confess oun asins, he s .
6aith4u£ and Just Lo fangive us oun adns ‘ond to pleanse us {fnom aff
wwlghiceousness. I John 1:9 L

We aee thia “"trend™ in the story oF Jonah. God had to get the
Prophet right before He could save a country! This same situation is
facing America today. We are living in the age of the Lukewarm, non
committed, lneffectual Church that 1s more interesting in Meeting
than in mattering! In Soclety than in Salvatlion! If there 1a any
hope for America it will be when the Church rediscovers it's PURITY,
1t 8 PURPOSE, and it’=s PRIORITIES.

l. THE PURITY OF THE CHURCH- God's Command i1s still Come out 4nowm
among them, and be ye sepanate, scith kthe Lond, and touch mok the
unclean thing; and 1 wiRf necelve you, (I1 Cor 6:17). We are IN the
World but we must never be OF the World- It's alright for the boat to
be in the water but we’'re in troubleé when the Wwater gets in the boat!
We live in a day when it's impossible to tell the Church from the
world in activities, attire, or affection:

A) Activitien- Church people tbday do things and go placee without
a thought for testimony or moral pollution. It's almost a case of
anything goes as long as the law doesn*t catch me, forgetting that
you'll answer to the LORD as well as the Law!

B> Attire~ Bikini, hip hugger bathing sults are found on Church
people today as often az on the world. Christians are "walking Bill-
boards™ (With messagesz on their clothes) for anything the world
offers. God's command is Modeat, practical attlire to emphasis the man
of the heart inatead of the body of the personli

C) Affectlon~ I John 2:15 Love mot ithe wornlld, neithen the things
thot ane Jdn the wonld. 14 ony man Rove the wonld, the Rove of the
Fathen ALas mok Jn him. I know God must be sick to His stomach with
reorle who say they love Him but talk only about ths world and make
every aexcuse imaginable to keep from coming to God's house so they
can go to the pigpens of the worldl When you love someone or
something you look for opportunities to be with them {You make a
date, you go fishing or shopping, etc}). When GOD is your FIRST LOVE
then you sesk waysz to be WITH Him and Learn OF Him instead of seeking
exocuses to avoid Him,.

A Natural Progreesion (WITHOUT FAIL] is that when you lose your
Purity you loses your purpose- A dirty drinking glass is set aside.



IXx. THE PURPGSE OF THE CHURCH- Matt 28:19-=0 Go ye xhenefone, ~yn:
teach o waktions, bapilzing them in Lthe name of the Fathen, and of
the Son, ond of the Holy Ghosokt: Teaching them 10 ohsenve afl things
whotscevan 1 haove commonded you: and Ro, 1 am wilih you aflway, even
unkeo the end of the worlkd. The Purpose of the Church can be described
in 2 aimple Principleas:

1t is to get people to:

A) KENQW CHRIST as their personal
Saviour.

B) SHOW CHRIST in their Changes lee.

A Church in which pegple are not being
Saved or are not being Developed as
Christians is failing in its function and
should either be Revived or Abandonedi!-

The Reason the Church loses it's Purpose
and it’'s Purlty is because it forgetp it's
Priorities- A child dresased for Church
thinks it's Purpose is toc Play and Purity
doean 't matter; until it learns Mother's
Prioritiest!

I1I11. THE PRIORITIES OF THE CHURCH- .

A) Love for God above all else-Rev 214 1 hnve somewhoi againsx
thee, because thou hast Refit thy finst Rove. Whan we love the Praises
of Men, the Pleasures of. the World, or the Pursuit of "Fun™ more than
Gocd God has to stop uquing THROUGH us and start working ON us. One
reason God is not doing more today is because His "tools” are dull so
God has to spend His time shappenlng His toecls instead of.clearing up
new ground!
‘ ight r a r d Ho G- Ye ane the-ﬁ*ghi of the wonfd.
The Horld is like a little kid in a room full of toys; every new
flashy thing that comes alpng attracts hia-attention but when he gets
in trouble he Wants "Mommy”. The world laughs at the Church a lot but
it looks for it’'se light uhen the skies grow dark. .

No matter how bright the light inside,. if the "lamp shade™ is
covered with dirt the light capn't get to a sin darkened worldit

Has God "put yocu on the,éhelff,becéuse of impurity?? Come take a
"bath™ at the altar and become the persen God intended you to be.
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Do vou know the hardest line
to write in a Newsletter? The
First!t There is a tremendous
amount of work involwved i
writing, rumning off, putting
together, addressings and
mailiing a newsletter and
sometimes the flesh hates to get
started doing all that! There is
also the thought that every time
I start a Newslett=r exclaiming
about how good God is to us that
vyou will think 1t’s just a lot
of "Hype" because ] say it every
e#dition. But it’s True!! God is
continually doing great things
for our Church and for the
Outreach Ministry and I°m going
to Praise Him as long as He
gives me opportunities to do so.

I know there are a number of
factors involved in why God does
so many good things for us {(Not
counting the fact that the
Pastor is so very Handsome!) but
3 come to mind immediately:
PEOPLE: I think the fact that we
have the best people in all the
world attending our Church is a
contributing factor. We’re not a
"Family" Church and sometimes
ocur members seldom see each
other during the week but we
come together to Worship as
Brothers and Sisters in Christ
and each one knows that help is
only a reguest away. We try noet
to "Meddle" in each other’s

Private life but we do try to
maintain contact and
communication in order to help
when needed. I believe this is
what Jesus was talking about
when he said You’ll know they
are my Disciples by their Love.
FPAISE: I was cleaning out a bax
this week and came aACrocss a
stack of letters and cards from
members and Outreach Partners
that told of their love and
appreciation. They Blessed my
soul all over again! And I’'m
constantly hearing about members
sending cards or calling one
another and telling how much
they appreciate one another.
(While I was preparing this one
of the ladies in the Church
called and asked for several
addresses in order to send
appreciation notes!!)

A lot of this can be "Blamed"
on Mrs Elise McBride {(Whom the
Lord allowed to attend here
several years). She maintained
an extensive letter writing
ministry and many of the members
have picked it up since she had
to move.

Last, but by no means least,
is PRAYER: Just as the Outreach
Ministry could not function
without the tremendous number of
people who Pray for 1t regularly
so the Church would be in dire

[continued on backl

Grace FWB Church
P 0O Box 19003
Lake City, SC 29540

Nonprofit Organization
U s FOSTAGE PAID
FPermit #8



straliss but For 1t°s FPrayer
Uarriors. wWhenm vou have 200 aor
300 attending every week it’s ~o
bP1g deal 1f one family misses
50t when you oniy have S0-70
each week one family missing can
mare a tremendous difference.
{¥You would have to be here each
week to see how God miraculously
brings pecple
in. Many times
on Saturday
night when I
begin to count
up the number
of people who
have told me
they will not
be able to be

. here i1t looks
bad but God always seems to
Gring in sameone—- Relatives,
Someone passing thru the areas,
visitors from here and even from
other states! If it happened one
time I would say, "Glory"; but
1t happens week after week!?}.
Let me give yvou an illustration
from last week. I knew that
several families would be out on
Vacation and things locked
"S)1im" but unbeknownst to me one
of the Deacons had found out
that 3 couples needed a Baby-
sitter Saturday night so he
"bargained" with them to keep
their children Saturday Night if
they would come to Church
Sunday! {See what I mean about
having good people).

These are the same factors
that have helped our OQutreach
iinistry caontinue and expand in
the past 4 1/2 years also. 1
have given away hundreds of
dcllars worth of books, tapes.,
and videos; mailled out thousands
of Newslettersi and bought
thousands of dollars worth of
squipment and supplies—— and
EVERY SINGLE BIT of it has been
hecause God directed someone to
help. Some pecple are faithful
tc give every month and others
give as they can but God always
supplies just what we need
exactly when we need it. I

haven’t listed any contributors
lately so heore s s SPECLAL
THAMKS to: *me McBrides, Billie
Ardy, Mrs Nellie Howard, Damon
sngd Janice Runisn, Mr Paul
Miles, Mrs Viola Trammell, Wayne
and Lois Mixon, Jack and Devanne
Harma, Ted and Norma Hanna,
Charlie Furvis, Mrs Victoria
Waebster, Mr and Mrs Dlee Elmore,
Mary and Marion Tunstall, Marion
Coker, Marcelle and Nita Mann,
Rev Floyd Coleman, Rev L V
Pinson, Pedro Lee, Rev Larry
McAlistery, Eris Jones, Dale
Lyrch, Marion Lynch, and several
Anonymous.,

HBecause of the demands for
Videos recently I brougnht over
o0 video —aszsettes last week
plus another VYCR (to erable me
to record 2 at a time!). It
amazes me that we’re always able
to do this when there’s a need!

Speaking of Nesds; 1 recently
was able to carry a large number
of "Revelat:ion” booklets to the
Senior Citizen’s group I speak
to every so often arnd I told
them to distribute any that were
left over. Mrs Sallie Parrott
took upon herself to help
distribute them as she sold her
Avons and 1 gave her 2% more
copies just this week! (This may
be an area that some of you can
help in— Distribution. T have &
lot of material available but
it’s doing no good on the shelf.
I¥ you can distribute books,
tares, or newsletters then let
me krnow and I711 work with you
the best I can).

Next guarter’s Sunday School
lessons will be from Revelation
su any of you that teach in a
FWB church may want to get a
book to help in your teaching.

Remegmber to pray for our
"Helping Hand" ministry also.
Funde are limited but I’m trying
to use them as wisely as
possible to help people who have
genuine needs.

Hope to see you in church this
weeki and in Heaven one davy
soon! Preacher Mike Ps. 16:11



AT AN TS FPROFaCGAMODOA

1 ¥ -
)2 are teginning a study of =zome of the maethods Satan uses to
diztra=t and attack Pscople. It’'s Ilmportant that ue underetand what
the enemy ie trving to do so that we can withetand hia attacks. )

in thie message God allouws us to see how Satan attacke a godly king
by using Propaganda instead of Power; and is so deing, alleus us to
zee the most common method of attack on Christians today { Remaember
+that Jegsus had to defeat Satan with hias mind before he could begin
preaching Hie messagel?}. :

='ll hergin be noticing scme important things about Propaganda and
then wa'll see how 1t can ba defeated.

L3
o

T

1. Propaganda 1s Pomerful- Recent events in China, Advertisements,
and the destructive power of Gossip all demonstrate thie. That’s
because YOU ARE WHAT YOU THINK Prov 23:7 Foni as he thinketh in his
heant, »o0 Ais he. Success or Failure ON THE FLESHLY LEVEL depends
most times on your mental attitude. Note the effect on Eve--— Satan
tock a simple fact (God haa given you everything in the world except
one tree) and brainwashed Eve intc believing that God was keeping
evarything from herl

2. Propaganda 1s Primary- Satan had to change Eve's mind before he
could change her. What you beliave determines what you do. That's
why Paul admonished the Corinthianas ¢(II Cor 10:4-5) The weapons of
oun woandone ane mot carmol, buk mighity thnough God 1o the pulRling
doun of sinongheofcle, cosidng down Aimaginations, ond eveny hish thingas
thot exofis Liaself against ihe lenowledge of God, ond brninging JAnto
coptivity eveny thought 1o the obedience of Chnlak.

3. Propaganda 1is Perilous~- Prov 18:8 The wonds of o taRaebeonen ane
abs wounds, ondd they go doum inko the .lvwnenmoesk pants of the belfly,
Prov 18:21 Dealh and £ife ane Jn Lthe powen of the tongue:!: ond Lhey
ihok Rove it shoafR eaok the fruiit theneof. "Sticks and stones may
break my bones but names wlll never hurt me”™ is a nice nursery rhyme
but makes for poor living. Tell sdmeone a lie long enough and often
enough and they'll begin to beliave it-- Put an official atamp on
that lie and it will be believed almost ilmmediately-- Put it in print
and no one wWill even gqueegtion itill

4. Propaganda's Purpose- There are almost az many purposes for
Propaganda as there igs Propaganda but the PRIMARY PURPOSE for all
Propaganda 18 To _destroy Confidept vs 4. Once 1 destroy your
Confidence it's easy to capture your "castle™. When you lose
contidence in the Church (Why do you think Satan causes so many of
them to split?), in the Pastor (Why do you think there are so many
fallen Ministers now?), or in the Bible (Why do you think There are
so many different Translations today?) then it won't be long before
you'll be come a lukewarm or backslidden Christian.

Note the reasons Satan said "Don't be confident™:

A) Your "Friends”™ will turn on you vs &

B) You've falled to be perfect with God 8o don't depend on Him vs 7
C) Your 3trength is too feeble to even be considered vs 8

D) God is againast you wvs 10

E) Don't trust your Leaders va 14=15

F> Satisfy the Flesh now without worrying about the future ve 16-17
GY Look at the others who have tried and falled wvs 19-20



ATSWer S
Aaraue with the Osvil wve 27 Jude v vzt dMoockhoaad tke

when coatendiag with the dewvil he cdrspuxed about Lthe boduy
} Adunest noX Endms pgainst huim a nailling accusakion, but soic,
e Lond nebuke thee. Faith has to accept the fact that somet imes
God’s ways cannct be explained - lszalah 55:8-9 My Ahoughis one woi
deun thoughies , neiihen one wyoun waus nY ways, adAith dhe Lonad. Fon o
fha heavens ane highen than ithe canth, b0 one my wads thon gouwn woaus,
and my thoughts Lhon goun thoughis.

of Morgs,

2, Join with otherg for strength wvs 22 Two are better than one.
Where 2 or 3 are gathered together in His name he is in the midst.
Get IN and INVOLVED in a local Bible Believing Church where you and
your famlly will be exposed to Truth instead of Error.

3. Prav abgut the Propaganda 37:1 God many tlmes waits on us to
t2l1l Him what the Problem is before He provides the solution. (This
helps us recognize the Propaganda much easier the next time).

4. Eest in God's Protection- 37:36 Then ihe angel of the Lond wenk
fonkk, and smoke Jn the coamp of kthe Assuyndions o hundned and 4ounsceone

ond five thousand:! and when fhey anose conly in the morming, behofd,
they wene afffl dead conpses. And then the king who had boasted so
against God's people Wag killed by his own sons as he worshipped a
false god!!

Has Satan been Flaying "mind gamea®™ with'you?? Defezat him in the
rower of the Truth of God.

And Here's the Truth--- THERE 1S5 NO EXCUSE FOR YOU NOT BEING SAVED
OF COMMITTED TO GOD. Satan's lie is thati
1. You can't make 1lt- You can't but it's CHRIST that saves vyvoull
2. You Wwon't enjoy it- You receive an Abundant life knowing that if
vou die vyou go to Heaven and if you live God will care for youll
3. There's too many Hypoerites in the Church- Better to worship with
them in the Church that be tormented wWwith them in Helll)
4. Maybe Tomorrow wWould be a better day- Today is the day of
Salvaticn; Tomorrow may be too latel)



SATAN 'S SYMBOLS

Just ag God hasz a Bible and "Seeable Symbols®, so Satan has a
"ible” and Symbola that his followars can racognize. Tonight we are
going to Expose some of these Symbcla; and relate how they are being
veed taday. ! am not doing this to stir your curiosity but to
increage your awareness. We are entering the Last days of the "Last
Days" and Satan ip becoming increasingly active. We musat learn to
recognize him; and warn our children about his tactice so that they
will not ruin their physical lives and damn their eternal soul.

Many young people see these symbole all around them and are not
even aware of what they represent. I don’t want them to become
"gcared of their oWwn shadow™ but I do Wwant them to become aware of

-the fact that (EPH 6312) UWe wnesife noik against 4Resh and bllood, but
agoinst principalliies, agoinsit powens, agoainsk the nultens of the
darimess of this worfd, agoinsit spinitucl wickedness in high pRaces.
It is only by chopring at the tap root of Sin; instead of simply
raking leaves, that wWwe can hopée to destroy the Ffruit.

WHAT IS SATANISM- The Worship of Satan as god. It's goal is to
destroy the person physically and Spiritually. It's belief is "Evil
is good, and good is evil®”,., Initiation into Satanism usually
involves: A apoken denial of the Christlan Faith, rebaptiasm in
Satan's name, the taking of a new name to replace the "Chrigtian"”
name you received at birth, an ocath of allegiance to Satan while
gtanding in a magle circle, a promise to sacrifice your children to
Satan (Figuratively but sometimea literally), and the reception of a
mark ldentifying you as belonging to Satan. The Atoning blood of
Christ is mocked by drinking blood from human or animal sacrifice,
the croas of Christ i1a turned upside down, and the communion bread ise
mixed with blood, urine, feces, and/or semen before eating.

Sataniat believe that there is power or energy within the aouls and
bodies of animals and humans that can be released to them through
specific rituals ranging from sexual activity to torture to murder toc
dismemberment to cannibalism. Theé Satanist think that the younger
the victim, the more innocent; the more innocent, the more precious
to God; the more precious to God, the greater the defilement.

Anton LaVey, founder of the First Church of Satan and author of the
"Satanic Blble"™ states the belief of the Satanist: "We feel a person
should be free to indulge in all the so called fetishes that they
would desire, as long as they don't hurt anyone that doesn't deserve
or wish to be hurt. This i3 a very selfish religion. We believe in
greed, we beliave in selfisghness, we bslieve in all of the lustful
thoughta that motivate man, because this is man's natural feeling”.
There are three basic types of Satanist:

1. Self-gtvled Satanigt, usually young people dabbling in the occult
through oulja (Yes in French and German) boards, Horoscopes, seances,
Dungeona and Dragons, etc,}

2. Raligicus Satanist- public worshippers of Satan

3. Cult Satanlipt—- Highly organized but largely clandestine about
thair activities; which incliude committing criminal acts such as
molestation, torture, and murder.

Sataniem is not new. Sexual perversion brought the Flood in Noah's
day and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. The Children Israel
deserted God for it while Moses was on the mount. Lev 18 and 28 talk
of sacrificing human babies to thé ancient god Melech. The entire New
Testament talks of the apiritual battles Jesus and the disciples had
to fight.



RECCUNTZ ING SATANIC INFLUENCE: in Your SURRDUHDINGb—

. £ rugin: Many Receord Covers contain "secrak Messages"” and Satanic
Lympole (a3 testified to by the mugicians themealves )} theee are used
to avrtract fnung Feople and show them the way of Rebellion.

Many of the sgngs contain lyrics urging violence, to satisfy any
sexual feelings, and praising the Devil.

The lite etyle of most Rock Singers is a life of Drugs, Perverted
seu, and anything for a dollar (and these are the "Heroces™ of todayl)

E mmmmw Multitudes of missing cate, dogs,
and other animals are used in Satanic Ceremonies. Sume. signs t¢ loock
for are animals who have had the blood drained from them or have had
their genitals and/or heart removed?,

L) uingﬂalggp;ng_dnuga,do Just that, they alter the mindl We live
in a society today in which even the Police have almost given up hope
of stopping or even stemming the use and sale of drugs. These drugse
gain such & hold on a person until thay are willing to steal, becoms
prostltutas, or even murder to get them., They are sgls¢ a major
sconomic force today (Who wants to work for $4 an hour when you can
make $500 an hour selling drugsi).

D> Mavhem among cupr voukh: ABC News "20/20" reported 2 million.
children a year are reported missing, many of whom are toc young to
he runaways. Dr James Dobson reports that 5400 unidentifiablse
bodies of children are found each year in the US5. ©Suicide is the
number one killer of youth in America today.
fEXAMPLE: 10 stralght "A" teenagers 1in Ontario, California recently
put together a two page, step by step plan on how to get rid of their
parents and systematically take ovsr their hames. Step 10 was to cut
up the bodies of the parents, feed them to the dogs, and then
sacrifice the dogsl
In Mendocio County ‘several Chlldran claimed to have been raped at a
preschool while being forced to chant, "Baby Jesus is Dead”™. 12 boys
said they were sodomized by four neighborhood men during Satanle
rltuala. An elght year old glrl said that she was made to stab a baby
by her father in a gandle-1lit roam adorned by an upside-down cross. |

E? Huyrders: Many "blg names™ killers have Satanic symbols on their
bodies and in their homesa but it ie not reported so as to keep down
hysteria or the use of a "Religious Liberty"” defense. In
Massachusetta, a Satanic cult killed a 20 year old woman, cut off her
fingers, alit her throat, severed her head, and then kicked it around
befors the leader of the group had sex with the decapitated body.

F)> Miscellaneous Silghtipgs: Satanic graffiti can be found on
hlghway overpasses,; walls, buildings, and in abandoned hames all over
America. Cemeteries are being dasecrated and graves ars being rabbed.
abandoned or little Used Churches are often used for Satanic
Activities. Certain Trees (Many times near a cemetery) are often
used as meeting vlacea.

Theré will also be an increasing acceptance of Satanlsm by Society:
A well known Christian talk host was successfully sued because hg
called someocona a Satanist (The person said he was a "Wiceca™ {(S5tudier
of Wigdom>?, The Salvation Army was successfully sued by a woman who
said her constituticonal rights to freedom of religion Were violated
when she was fired because she used Salvation Army egquipment to copy
Satanic- Wiccan Rituals.

Note how many "talk shows" are now featuring Satanist in a very
positive light; showing it to be a "harmless™ religion that anyvone
should have the opprortunity to partake in when desired.



HECOGNIZING SATANIC INFLUENCE: In Behavior -

. T™ep Child loses hi i :
SODET .« and ramgryn 5 sense gf bumor angd incstead 1o sSerigus.,

E. fheir tagte in clothing changes to dark colors.

d. They become increasingly rebellicus and violent; often using
very vulgar %anguage. Many will become self destructive as shown by
abgse of thg1r bodies with drugs, alcchel, and even suicide attempts.

G They will become almost hypnotised with heavy Rock music (Which
w:}l help foster the suicide attitude as many Rock songs promote
Reincarnation (The person doesn’t think of death as an end of life
but as simply a way to gain a new beginning!)).

O5. A Love of Braphic Violence (Horror Films, Desire to torture
animals and then people)

é. Fascination with the Oeccult. Books on the Occult, Black Candles,
weird incantations, etc. are observed.

7. Increasing .destain for anyone representing Righteousness or
Authority. (NOTE: Many Children who have been ritually abused won’t
go near a church or have anything to do with the clergy because their
abusers have molested them in churches while dressed as priests or
other clergy members. Others have been abused by people dressed as
policemen so they would fear to talk to policemen. Others have “magic
Operation" that implant ice, ants, or bombs in a child’s stomach or
heart that will cause them to die if they ever talk).

COMMON SATANIC SYMBOLS:

M%%ﬁ F?#% A) L6656~ The number of the Antichrist

Y-
& 1

B) Pentaqrem—- Sideways it represents the "Il Coarnuto”

- -

y ; {Boat’s Head)
\}QV} Upside down it represents demons (Man upside down)
R Wizards and Sorcerers often stand in the middle of the

Pentagram with their disciples at each point as they work
their =spells.

€} Hexagram— "8Star of David" Used to control Demons -thl

i

D) Inverted Cross—- causes the person being crucified to send their
spirit into Hell {down) instead of Heaven {(up). Also
used to ridicule Christ’s death
Y E) Goat’s Head "1l Cornuto"- Jesus Said he would separate
£ J the Sheep from the Boats. The Sheep is a female follower.

The Goat is a male leader (Which Satan claims to be).

This is the most common symbol today. It is signified by
clenching your fist and then extending the little and index
fingers {The bhorns of the Goat). Almost all Rock groups use this.

F! Swastika- Used in Nazi Germany it represents a "crooked “——_E:'
Cross" to show that man is master of his own fate (Any way i \
vou look at it it is the same. Normally it points clockwise Kh i
but many times it will be reversed to show that it’s um—“JfJ
followers are out of sync with even nature).

G) Pyramids— Used to depict Satanic "Trinity"
- H) Guarter moon and Star- The moon goddess "Dianna" and the
ffk moirning star "Lucifer” {(Note that the guarter moon is alsn
Lég;ﬁﬂw the symbol of the Moslems—— antiChristians).

I) "Anarchy”— An encircled "A" with the middle line (A A
ertending past the cutside of the circle. Used by Rock {%Lw -
groups to say, "Let there be no laws,s only what pleases me" _ﬂ)




TIODD  VTRJE

"OYOUNG MARRIED COUPLE WAZ COMTACTEDT AND INVIFED TO THE SERVICE
OF THE CHURCH. THIS IS THE RECORD:

THE FIRST CALL® "WE ARE GOING TO START AS SOON AS THE BABY GETS OLD
EMOUGH TO COmE.™

UNE YEAR LATER? "THE BAB+ 'S IN THAT STAGE WHEPE SHE CRIES A LOT. I
DON'T GET ANYTHING OUT OF THE SERVICES AND | KNOW SHE DISTURBS OTHER
FECFLE. WHEN SHE GETS OLCER..."

THREE YEARS LATER: "WE ARE MNOT COMING TC CHURCH BECALSE SALLY DOESN ™)

WANT T GO. WHY DO YOU THINK SHE IS DIFFERENT FROM THE OTHER CHILDREN
FER AZE?"

ELEVEN YELRS LATER: "I'M SO GLAD YOU CALLED. [ WAMT YOU OR SCME OF
THE DEAZONS TO SEE IF Y0uU CaN TALKE TO SALLY. SHE IS DUMNING ARDUMD
WITH THE WRONG CROWD, ERHAFS IF THE CHURCH WOULD rEOVIDT SIE K IND
OF ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE YOUNS PECPLEs SHE MIGHT GET I0TErESTED.”

TWO YEARS LATER: "YES, SALLY IS MARRIED. THEY WERE AWFULLY YOUMG,
AND HE I3 MOV & CHRISTIANS BLUT WE HOFE 17T WOEKS oUT.”

TEN YE&RS LATER: "HWFLLy SALLY HAS FINALLY MARRIED & MAR WHO CAN (CIVE
HER THZ BETTER THINGS OF LIFE. THIS IS5 HER THIRD RHUSBAND: BUT SHE
COLBEN'T CET ALONG WITH TRE OTHERS. [ HAD HDFES (HAT THIS ONE WOULD
BECOME A CHRISTI&N: BUT THE FPREACHER PRELCHETS A LERGOH GN MARRTALE
AHD DIVORCE: AND HE SAYS HE WILL HWEVER ATTEND THAT GHURCH AGALH.
THERE MUST BE SOMETHIMG WRECKHG WITH THAT CHUKOH OF ELSE IT WO HAVE
HAD A SEFTER INFOUENCE 2 Saliy. MavySE THE ! MEED ) CHAMNSE
FREACHERS. [ DOM'T KMOW...”

BIBLE FRUITS

WE FIME: IN GALATIANS 5:22,23 THaAT THERE ARE NINE "FRUITS OF THE
SPIRIT" MENTIONED. CAN YOU UNSCRAMBLE THESE WORDS AND IDENTIFY THESE

TUl1TS?Y

NDOGOSES

TIHAF

3

REFFGNLOSUGNI

LTGHENSESE

VLGCE

CEFEA

FERMETCANE

SEXKEMSNE
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We are very pleased to have
several new families visit with
us for the past several weeks.
We look forward to them becoming
part of our fellowship so they
can turn from Spectators into
Participators. They’1ll learn
that they don’t have to attend
long before the Pastor will turn
them into "Grace Volunteers®!

It’s good to see the Lord
expand ocur "base" at the same

time He’s
OPPORTUNITY FOR

expanding our
OQutreach, The
Beginner

PIRITUAL GROWTH) S0nier Sharen.

decorated 3
Bulletin Boards at the Local
Convalescence Center recently
that will help people in Pain
and despair realize there is
hope in the Lord (Thanks Hope
and Kathy). I just got off the
phone with the editor of the
local - paper and unless some
unforseen snag comes along 1’11
be submitting an article every
week for publication (There is a
possibility that this camn expand
to other papers in this "Chain".
. Help me Pray about this}). Both
of these are ways to "multiply
our Ministry” at no cost!! Thank
God for His Provision.

Several of you have asked
about the concept and
contributions to our HELPING
HAND FUND. This fund is a method
of giving Financial help: to
those in need. Present;y the
amount of money we receive is
VERY limited; ands as a result,
our ability to help people is
also limited. I presently try to
make sure that every thing that
is received is distributed; and
that it is distributed to a
known, verifiable need.

I am trying to keep the
records and distribute the
assets right now but I've got
about all I can handle so I plan
to enlist some kind of oversight

committee in the future as the

income and responsibilities
increase. If you would like to
help with this fund please make
sure you contribution is clearly
marked "Helping Hand Fund"” so 1
can distinguish it from Outreach
Ministry Money (Some people have
sent money and told me to use it
where it was needed. I make sure
all the Outreach Ministry Bills
are paid and then apply the
remainder to "Helping Hand").
There 'is so0 YERY MUCH WORK to
do. Thanks to all of you who
have given me the means to do
what I can. May the Lord Bless.
Preacher Mike #Ps 16:11

Grace FWB Church
P 0O Box 1003
Lake City, SC 29550

— — ]
"~ NonprofTit Organization

e ‘U S POSTAGE PAID

' : Permit #8
ADDRESS CORRECTION REGUESTED



THE SECRET OF FRUIT-BEARING IS ABIDING
John ;E;1t1;earing ig of utmost importance in Your Life; It"s Fruit o;
Fire!{ This Fruit comes from Abiding in the Vine s0 that the lifelo y
Chrigt can flow thru us and change Flesh into Fruit. We want to 100
today at How We can Ablde in the Vine and HoW wWe can knowW We are
Abiding, and then we want to loock for Fruit.

I. WAYS WE ABIDE: ) )

A) Through the Word- 15:7 14 you abdde An me, and my wonds abide Ain
you. The Word GUIDES our life (Pa 119:105), GUARDS our 11F? (Pa
119:11), and GROWS our relationship with Christ- They testify of
Christ so we get to Know him and become like Him. The Word is a ]
Christian‘'s Food and Drink; when it stops coming into a Christian’s
life their leaves begin to wilt and die. )

B) Through Obedience~ 15:10 14 you keep my commondmenis, you WA R
abide Ain my Rove. The "Branch™ cannot have it’'s own purpose, it must
maintain it’'s place in the vine. Rebellion produces Rotl

C) Through Praver- 15:7 14 you abide .in-me, and my wonds abide An
you, ye »holf ook whateven you will, ond Lt sholl be done unkto ygou.

I11. EVIDENCE OF ABIDING:
A) EFruit- 1. Winning People to Christ
2. Practical Holiness of life
3. Christian Character
4. Good wWorks
5. Sharing what we possess
6. Praising and Thanking God

B> Prunipg- 15:2 Eveny bnomch that bears $nuwit, he pnunes A%, thax
AL moy beon mone 4£nuli,

1. "Cutting”- Note the Example of Abraham: God had to prune his
father, hias nephew Lot, His son Ishmael, His son Isaac. He had to
leave Babylon and then Egypt. The more you find God setting you
apart for Himself the greater the sense of Abiding.

2. Choices- The Abiding Christian learns to chose betwWeen the
Good and the Best= The "Good™ has less pain for ME, the Best has
more Profit for GOD. A Mature Christian is one that is able to
consistently make the right choices.

C) Submission- 15:4 Ablde Ain me, ond T .in you. As the bnonch cannok
bean fnuwik of ALtself, except ikt abdide An the vine; no mone con ye,
except yo ablde in me. You learn to abide in the Vine in the "Winter”™
of no growth as wWell as in the Spring of abundant growth and the Fall
of Harvest. The greatest peace in the wmorld is knowing you're wher
God wants you to be, doing what God wantas you to do. ‘

D) Ansuerced Praver—- 15:7 14 vou abide in me, and my wonds abide .in
you, osk whoiteven vou wish, ond A%t shoff be done fomn you. Frayver is
noct a servant showing up for orders but a friend sharing our heart.
When we abide in Him our desire is what's best for the vine; not just
for our branch! And because of this attitude answers are regular to
our prayers.

E) Love for Christ and Hig People—~ 9-10 12-14 Christian Love is
simply treating others the way God treated us.

F> loner Jov- 15311 These things have T spoken unko vou, thaoat my
Joy mighkt nemouin .in you, ond Lhoit youn Jjou mighit be ful@. First
symnptom of backsliding is lose of Joy. David said, "Restore unto me

the Joy of Salvation™ Ps 51:12. How can you NOT have Joy when you're
in constant contact with the Vinel!!

Are you ABIDING in Him? or just come to visit every now and then??



THE SECRET OF LIVING- FRUITBEARING
Jehn 15:1-8 | - .

One of the earliest legsons I learned as a Christian was that
"Still waters stagnate™. I learned that I am gaved by Faiths
completely apart from my own Works, but that once I wmas saved God
demanded Fruit! God, the Farmer's, sygtem 18 very simple~ Branches
that do not Produce Fruit are cut off and fed to the Fire. {(Many of
you will immediately yell, "Salvation based on works”. NG, But the
Salvation talked about in the Bible produces Works; or it is faultyl )

I want to look at How we can produce Frulit, How God looks at Fruit,
and then see the Kinds of Fruit God expectes. And I want us to
ram:@ber|?he entire time that God's statement is very plain, "Fruit
or Fire"™ -

I. THE BASIS OF FRUIT- :

A) Connection—- Fruit is the result of being connected to the Vine.
You can’t just Tape a branch to a treej there must be a sharing of
li fe betWween the vine and the branch- You must be Born Againll
- B). Care- "Paul plants, Apollos waters, but God gives the increase”
(I Cor 3:6). The Father is ‘the Farmer and He knows what part you have
in the actual Harvest (I was visited by a young man this week who
told about being Saved and Serving the Lord in another Church now but
the foundation for all of this was laid when he used to attend cur
Church. The Heavenly Father knows how much credit each deserves).

iI. THE JUDGEMENT OF FRUIT- We are judged by our Fruit in two ways:
1. THE KIND OF FRUIT: Matt 7:15-20 ve 17 eveny good inee bringeth
donth good fnuii; but a cornupi inee bningeth fanth evill 4nuik.
Whenefone by thene fnuwiits uye ahall enow them. Because you put an
apple tree in the middle of a vinevard does not mean it will begin to
produce grapes~ If you call it a grape vine, feed it grape vine food,
and cut it to look like a grape vine; it still produces applesi
Because a man starts coming to Church, reading the Bible, etc....

2. THE QUANTITY OF FRUIT: 15:2 Eveny .bnonch Ain me thakt beoneih mox
4nuwiit he toketh away: and eveny bnonch thoax beoneih fnuwit, he pungeih
Ak, that ix moy brning fonth mone 4nuii. Some people think that
because they have simply stopped producing bad fruit that God will
accept them- God says No fruit is as bad as bad fruit. :

Even Christiana are asked for "Fruit, More Fruit, Much Fruit". God
keeps cutting away things in cur life that would hinder our
production because He knows It*s pomssible for a fruit bearing
Christian to become FRUITLESS- Mark 4:18-19 And Zhese one ithey which
ane b»own omong thaonns; such ob heon the wond, And Ahe canes of Xhis
wornlld, and The deceiifulness of niches, and the fuosis of okhen ihings
entening An, choke the wond, and A% _bLecomeih undnuliful.

FRUIT OR FIRE



111. THE TYPES OF FRUIT:

1. Winning People to Chrigt: Rom 1:13 Ogten I have pRanned %o come e
you. ..in onden thokt 1 might obkain some 4nuit among you oldso, evan Ok
among ihe nest of the Genkillesn. There are a-number‘of waya a Soul

Winners is Described:?

A) Prov 11:30 He who wins soulls is wise. To “Hin"‘mgaqs "To
capture a trophy”. You make an ultimate effort to get some thing that
is wery valuable. :

B) Fishers of Men- To cast a Net into the "sea™ and hope to catch
some "fish"”. Sometimes vou fish all night and catch nothing but
sometimes the net is fullll

C)» Firemen- Snatching Men ocut of the Fire {(Jude 23)

D) Farmer- Fields white unto harvest that needs reaping

E) Ambassador for Christ (II Cor 5:20) -~ Showing Christ. Bearing
Fruit is not maemorizing words but living life- as we abide in Christ
we produce fruit; Pecple see our Light, Our Love, and Our Lprd.

2. Practical Holiness of life: Rom 6:22 Buk mow being make {frnee {frnom
A4in, and become senvanis to God, ye hove youn fnuiit unto holliness,
ond the end evernlositing Life. Holiness is the beauty and character

of God displayed in our aeaveryday life. Holiness is aimply a wWay to
describe cur "Spiritual Health”™ that results from a continued
relationship with Christ.

3., Ghrigtian Character ¢(Inner Development)}: Gal 5:22=-23 Bui dhe {nuwik
of the Spindk ALs Rove, jou, peoce, Long-suffdariting, gendilengss,
goodness , foith, meekness, tempenance. Not manufactured by self

af fort but produced by the Spirit®s Control. This Fruit results in a
Change in Character.

4, Good Works— Col 1:10 Thait ye might wolke wonihy of ihe Lond unio
okl pleosing, being 4rnuiiful Ain eveny good wonlk, and .ncneoasding .in
the knowlledgae of God. We do Works that are show our Love for the
Lord and for Peorle (A woman'e husband died. One neighbor was a
Christian. She came over and had prayer with the widow. Another
neighbor belonged to a cult., She brought saveral meals and helped the
Widow get things organized. Guess where the Widow goes to "church”"?)

HOTE- Be careful of comparing Fruit- Every Christian has his own
miniastry (Gift) to fulfill, and no Christian is competing with any
other Christian who is in the will of God. We're not trying to show
each other upi wWe're trying to share Christ.

5. The Sharine of what we poggess: Rom 15:28 When thenefone I have
pengormed ithis, and hove sealled 4o them this frnuiil, T wiffl come by
gou Anto Spoin. FPaul was bringing a "love Offering®” to the Christlians
at Jerusalem. It'as important that we give Generously and from the
Heart- I1 Cor 9:16-7 He which sowekth sporingly sholf neap olso
Lpandingly; ond he which soweith bountifully shofl? neap aflso
boundifduify. Eveny mon acconding as he punposeth in hWis heant, so Lei
him gdve; not gnudgingly, on of necessity: fon God Roveih o cheendul
given. The Branch does not bear fruit for itself but for otherst
Fruit hae the sBeed for more fruiti {(Seea II Cor 9:9-10)

6. Prailsing and thanking God: Heb 13:15 By him thenefone fek us offen
the sacnifice of pnoise 1o God contivuoffly, that Ls, the 4nuwli of oun
fipe giving Lhanks Lo his mome. Sacrifice of Praise-~ not forced words
but joyful witnessing.

WHAT KIND OF FRUIT ARE YOU FRODUCING? Bad Fruit, No Fruit, or ™Much
Fruit?? Bad Fruit and No Fruit result in Firetl Abide in the Vine.



THE SECRET OF ABIDING- OBEYING
John 15:1-17

The Secret of Abundant Living is Fruit Bearing.

The Secret of Fruit Bearing is Abiding in the vine.

The Secret of Abiding is Obeying- Jn 15:10 14 ye keep my
commandments, ye shaf® ablde .in my 2ove: even as 1 have kept my
Fathen’s commandments, and ablde Ain his Love. Jn 15:14 Ye ane my
driends, id ye do whaitsoeven 1 command YJou .

-There ie a principle that even a Child knows: Disobedience brings
dlS?BtGP (Pain, "I told you you'd get hurt if you did that” and
Punishnent; Spankings) and Obedience bringas Blessings (Hugs, extra
Privileges, and Rewards). This same principle is used by the Lord-

I8 1319 14 ye be wilfing and obedlient, uve shofl okt the good of kthe
Lond: Buk if ye nefuse and nebek, ye shol? be devouned uwikth the
Swond: 4on the mouth of the Lond hath .spoken ik,

But while all of us know the benefits of Obeying, we find it hard
Lo always obey as we should. There are several reasons we don't Obey:

1. DISTRACTION: Something comeg along that turns us away from our
task (Husbands are notoriocus about this. Wife tells him to carry off
papera. On shelf beaide papers finds wrench he'd lgst, goes to car to
tighten bolt, then checks oll, etc. 3 hours later wife has to gently
and with a very loving spirit (1) remind him of his original task).

2. DELAY: We put off doing what we are supposed to do and either
forget or get so involved with what we're doing until we don't feel
like accomplishing our task ("I'11 wash the dishes after this program
goes off". "I'm so sleepy, can I wash the dishes tomorrow”). [Do you
have any idea of how many people each year die and go to Hell because
they put off Salvation til "Tomorrow” or Christians put off
Wwitnessing til later!].

3. DISCERNMENT: We fail to UNDERSTAND the Purpose of the Order (Why
do I have to do this s8illy science project, I'm going to marry some
rich man and the only science I°'1l1l need is the ability to distinguish
between gold and silver credit cardsil} C[In the Spiritual life we have
to learn to accept God's Commands by Faith; even when we don't
understandl].

We fail to COMMUNICATE-~ "I know you told me you wanted dish
detergent; not halr spray”. Many people fail to obey God because they
don't take time to listen to His still small voice (And if God has to
"holler™ at you, He knows how to get your attentionlt).

4. DEFIANCE: We "WILL™ not do what wme're told to do. We must grasp
the fact that the basis of Obedience is YIELDING THE WILL- Jn 6:38
Fonn 1 am come {fnom heaven, nok xo do my oun wifkl buit ithe wikl of Rim
who sent me.

A) Some hide Defiance behind Education: Ever learning but never
doing anything. Some pecple won't do Anything until they know
Everything which meanas they'll do Nothingt (More people are won by
new converts who don't know much about the Bible than by "Scholara”™
nho know Theology but never tell the Goocd News).

B)> Some hide Defiance behind Emotign: Obedience is tied to how we
feel. These are the people whco determine to be good Teachers,
singers, or workers when they go thru a good emotional time but then
can't be counted on when their down cycle comes along.



e behind Zubstityles:
C)1%Gggg;iEZggizégzzgggignggr I Sam 15:22 And Samuel saoid, hath the

Lond as gneoct delight Jin bwmi offenings ond sacndfice, ub.ij obeuwing
the voice of the Lond? Behold, 1o obey s bekiten thon sacnifice, aﬁd
1o heanken than the 4ot of noms. I won't teach a class, God, but I°1ll
Work hard at my job so I can give you 10% of the bonus [°11 get.

2> Words for Obedjience- Matt 21:28-31 One son sald he would go
but he didn't. We try toc hide behind our wWwords but God sees cur
Heartsa; and our actionsl!!

3> Excupes for Obediepnce- Matt 25:14~30 vs 25 1 wos ofnaid, and
went and hid thy ftoflenk in the canth: We fear Failure and Publlce
Opinion and Bo Wwe blame our lack of Ability; or God's lack of
Provision! instead of trusting in the Power and Presence of. God.

Ask God to help you Want to do His Will~- Fhil 2313 Faon AX A»s God
which wonketh in you bokh 10 wilf ond to to of his good nﬂeafune.
Hake obeying God's Will the most important thing in your life- Jn

4:34 My meak Ls 1o do the wi? of Him who sent me, ond 1o accomplish
his wonlke.

I1f you will Abide you must Obey! Are you a Disobedient Disciple or
a Submlitted Servant?? Commit your Will and your Works to God today.

IS THIS YOUR COMMITMENT? _ :

1’11 go where you want me to go, dear Lord,
Real service is what I desire;

I*1ll say what you want me to say, dear Lord-
But don't ask me to sing in the choir.

I'11 say what you want me to say, dear Lord,
I like to see things come to pass:?

But don't ask me to teach girle and boys, dear Lord
I'd rather just stay in my class.

I"11 do what you want me to do, dear Lord,
I yearn for the Kingdom to thrive;

1’11 give you my nickels and dimes, Dear Lord--
But rlease don't ask me to tithe.

I*1l1l go where you want me to do, dear Lord,
1'11 say what you want me to say;

I'm busy just now with myself, dear Lord--
1'1l help you some other day.



SFEATANIC STRONGHOL DS

Eph 6111 We wnastfle not agaivesk 4Resh and blood, but sgainst
winclpolitices, against powens, agoiviet ithe nufers of the dankness of
this wonkd, against spinitucl wickedness im high pRoces.

II Cor 10:3-6 Fon ihoush we waflke in the fResh, we do mot wan adten
the {Resh: (Fon the weapons of oun wanfane ane nok carmal , but mighty
thnough God *o the pulfing douwn of sinong hofds: ?» Casting down
Amaginations, and eveny high thing that exolRieith Atneflf against the
knowledge of God, and brunging .nko capiividy eveny thoughi to the
obedience of Chnist;: And having An a neadiness to nevenge alf
disobedience, when youn cbedlience is fulfilfied.

Jamee 4:7 Submit yourweflves thenefone 1o Geod. Resist the Devd, and
he wif? {fee 4nom you. Submit is our Act TOWARD GOD. Reeimt is our
Act TOWARD SATAN (Resist means to fight against. Many people submit
to God but never fight against Satan. Submitting to God is like
getting the Gun and learning how it worke; Resisting ie actually
firing the ™Gun” at the Enamylf ).

Satan works thru darkness; and since we cannct see where the
problem is coming from we often blame the problems he creates on
ourselves, on others, or on God. It takes the light to expose him a0
that he can be defeated (Col 1:12-13).

Satan uses theae dark areas to establish strongholds or power bases
in our life: (Remember we're blaming our problems on what we seei)

A) Normally an area of our thought life that is erroneous or
unyielded to God.

B) There are also pockets of self will that resist God's will and
purpose; instead they develop into attitudes of bitterness, greed,
criticism, jealousy, discouragement, doubt, fear, etc.

C> There strongholds asap our strength, harm our testimony, and
decease our usefulnssa for God.

I. THE STRONGHOLD'S DESIGN .

A) To Divide the Mind- James 1:8 A doubfe minded man s unstabffe .in
ak? his waws. This produces DOUBT {(an indecision about what to do?.
You lose your effectiveness because you don't know what to do and you
lose your peace of mind- Is 26:32 Thou willt keep him Jin pengect peace,
whose mind Ls stoyed on thee because he inusteith Jin thee.

B) To Discourags vou— Satan convinces you that you cannot achieve
the goal God has for you and you cease trying (The Children of Iarael
failed to enter the Promised Land because they logst HGOPEL}).
Recurring Problems in your life or in the life of othera do this.

C)> To Defeat You~- You are no good for God because you have lost all
poWer and purposge.

I1I. THE STRONGHOLD'S DETECTION
A . .

1. Punishment may or may not be immediate but regardless of that
a HABIT is formed.

2. Need not to be wWrong in thempelves but become wrong when done
excessively because they gain power in your life. (Example- Eating
too much produces extra wWeight sc you are unable to go like you
should, and you den't fast as you should),

B) Things that become barriers to our good. We don’'t accomplish
God's will for our life because of pockete of fear, doubt,
bitterness, atec.

C)> Things we do that we wish we didn't do- Rom 7:15 Fon that which
1 do 1T allow nox; 4on that T woulltd, that 1 do wot; buk whoakt 1 hoke,

that do 1. (Gossip, wWrath, lust, etec).



11I. THE STRONGHOLD 'S DEVELOPHENT
A inve ta D
i. Family Training and Emphasis
2. Worldly pressures and propaganda
By Voluntarv Development

1, Thoughts- Prov 23:7 As he ithinketh .in his heont, so0 .t he. One
thought can lay the foundation for a life of misery.

2. Words- Thoughte put into words lock us into a position- 1
beliaved thenagone have 1 spoken II Cor 4:13 (1 hate you, I'm no
good, etc).

3. Actions- What you think and say becomes what you doj and
actions become HABITS. I think I can't, I say I can't, I don't, I
#on't try. THE QRDER: Thought, Consideration, attitude, action,
Habit, Stronghold. (Thies same system will build Spiritual
Strongholds in a person's lifell).

AREAS OF DEVELOPMENT:

A> Areas of neglected weaknees- The longér they’'re neglected the
Wworse they became

B) Areas of uncontrolled desire- It becaomes your bosasa

C)> An act of deliberate sin-

D> Compromise in conversation with Satan- Trying to "outsmart”
Satan instead of resisting him thru the Word of God.

E}> Not confessing Sin- an unconfessed sin is like an infection;
untreated, it will poison the whole body.

IV THE STRONGHOLD 'S DESTRUCTION
A} The Battle ATTIRE~ Ep 6:
1. The Belt of Truth- Ye shof2f2 know ithe inuth and the inuth sholl
make you {fnee. John :32

2. The Breastplate of Righteousness

a. Positional Righteousness- right standing with God because of
what Christ has done.

b. Practical Righteousness- Right conduct because of our union
with God. NOTE- Satan tries to get you to believe that right standing
Wwith God is based on YOUR rightecusness instead of that provided by
Christ. Ue one saved by Gnace thnu Fadith;: wmot of oun seflves, ik As
the gidt of God. Not of wonks Rest any man should boast.

3. The Shoes of the Gospel- A firm stand against Satan based on

the Gospel~ 20 you cannot be moved,.

4, The Shield of Faith- To ward off the fiery darts of the devil

5. The Helmet of Salvation- Keeps your mind thru Christ Jesus.

B> The Battle ARTILLERY- Offensive Weapons

1. The Word of God- The Sword of the Spirit (Don't use Fleshly

weapons to do Spiritual Battle?

2. The Name of Jesus— The most powerful in the world

3. The Blood~ The basis of our right standing

4, The Holy Spirit- Source of our Power.

C> The Battle ACTION

1. Acknowledge Spiritual Warfare- Rearranging the flesh will not
correct a Spiritual Problem

2. ldentify the Stronghold- You must see it for what it is- SIN

3. Find God's attitude tomard the stronghold- Search the Bible
for answers.

4. Try to identify where the strong hold began~ Find the Root
(Can't pget rid of Nut grass unless you pull it by the root)

5. Have a season of Prayer about the Stronghold- Battlet)

6. Stand fast in Falth against the Stronghold <(Abraham "against
Hope believed in Hope™) Habit is built thru Use; it is broken
thru non-usel

7. Replace the Satanic Stronghold with a Spiritual One~ VERY

IMPORTANT!) If the house is swept and garnished and left bare it will
be worst than before.
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I hope you will take special Sunday, September 17 will be a
notice of the announcement for Special Day here at BGrace as we
the GRACE BIBLE INSTITUTE on the celebrate the DEDICATION of Miss
back of this page. The two Abby Sullivan to the Lord during
courses offered this semester the 9:00am service. We
can be very beneficial and I. . appreciate so very much Donna
hope we have a large number of and Sully and look forward to
students., I taught Eschatology helping them raise Abby in the
at a Bible Institute in ways of the Lord (If I
Darlington several years ago but understand it correctly Abby is
I have revise my notes now to supposed to help lead our Choir
include more methods to help the in the years to comel).
students study Prophecy for We also look forward to
themselves. This will be Sunday, September 24 when we
especially useful as we are will celebrate OLD FASHION DAY/
studying the Book of Revelation HOME COMING. On this Sunday
in our Sunday School this only, we will begin at 10am
quarter. All of the session will since we will have dinner
be taped on audico tapes (video following the Morning Service
also if the Lord will provide a " and then a Singing following
camera and cameraman!!) so if Dinner. Rev Norwood Gibson will
you have to miss a class you be our guest speaker and we plan
will be able to catch up. to have a wonderful day in the

I will be speaking Sunday _ -Lord (Get to wear my overalls to
night (Sept 10) at Gilead FWB church that day!!).

Church at the conclusion of . The Lord continues to open
their week-end Revival and I »',‘fﬂ"duurs"; I just signed up to
invite everyone in the area to . - write at least 2 sermons for the
attend this service. Brother Florence Marning News in the
Larry McAlister is doing a fine next year. THANKS to all of you
job at this growing Church and I who pray and give that we might
know you’ll receive a warm continue to reach gut with the
welcome. {Friday night’s speaker Gospel. God loves you—-—-and so

is Rev Wayland Owens and Rev do I t!

Dale Yarborough will speak on Preacher Mike Ps 16:11

Saturday night?.

U A little Church with a DIG VISIDN

Grace FWB Church Nonprofit Organization
P O Box 1003 U S POSTAGE PAID
Lake City, SC 29560 Permit #8B

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED



‘G'RACE BIBLE INSTITUTE

Classes meet on TUESDAY nghfs
September 12 - November 14 {10 weeks)
Meeting in the Fellowship Building of »
Grace FWB Church 348 Lawrence St. Lake City, SC.

7.00-7:50pm- Eschatology (End Time Studies) taught by
Rev Mike Jones, Pastor of Grace FWB Church
7:50-8:10pm- Devotion, Coffee Break

8:10-9:00pm- Methods of Bible Study taught by

Rev Ronnie Jones, Pastor of Black River FWB Church.

The Cost of $25 per Student covers all expenses for :
both courses |

This will be a time of Practica] Bible Trainmg for a]l Christians.
These courses are designed to help Lthe average Christian learn to
study the most imporiant beok in the worid, the Bible. They then

use the Bible 1o show you God's program and prornises for the
last days.

For more information contact
Pastor Mike Jones

PQbBox 1003

Lake City, SC 29560
394-3725




they 're saved 311 they ey 2% how Many people think t
“exist™ until they die an

lookse for Fruit ¢Mk 11:12<14) and Eveny

:ethlawﬁy; {Jdn 15:2), This

> on e i

decide talse onr f dol. It*s not an optionalythin;Ntzgs :;n:a:Ut

the spinit Ab dead, a0
You know, of course

their workas. The Biblé

re ith.
great Falth-Chapter of the Bible, Hebreus 113 vs 4 "By Faith Abel

Ty v8 7 By Faith Noah .
ut, ete. I » v8 8 By Faith Abraham went
ang 1 wion :h;:m:i:amevﬂer' Lr:ue, Show me thy foith without thy wonks,

One of the sad thiny w; by my wonks (James 2:18).
work is that he ig 3?13 out a person who claims falth and doesn't
The writer of Hebn eas; ¥y led into sin and eventually into disbelief.
brathnen . g eWs ag this in mind when he wrote, Toke heed,

en, est xthene be Ain any of you an evill heant of unbelief, .in
qepuntxng dnom the Living God. Bui exhont ome anothen dajly, whille ikt
Ab caflfed itoday;: RKest ony of wou be handened thnough the
decelifulness of oin (Heb 3:12-13). It happened several times to
Paul *s followsrs (II Tim 4:10) and may have been the reason he
exhorted the Corinthians, fetxt him thot thinketh he astandeih take heed
Leat he L0282 (I Cor 10:12).

Not only does this Fruitless Believer go astray himself but he also
leads octhers astray. How many die without the Gospel because the men
Wwith the message simply don't do what they’'re supposed to do? QOthers
may have listened to the message but are "put off"™ by the unhely and
barren lives cof these professed believers. The old saying that "your
life gpeaks 80 loud I can't hear what you're saying™ is especially
applicable here.

The motivating Force behind our work must be Love- Faiith which
wonketh by Love (Gal S:é6b). Jesus said, 14 ye Love me keep my
commandments (Jn 14:18)., It was love that brought Christ from Heaven
to the Creoss to die for sins (Jn 3:16) and it must be Love that
compels us to work for God- not to be saved but because we are saved.

What a difference 1t is when Wwe work from love instead of duty.
Burdens become Bleasings, Joba become Joy, and life becomes Abundant.
Thia is what it's supposed to bel! Salvation by Grace thru Faith so
that Wwe can willingly and lovingly serve God as Saved Saints instead
of Burdened Bondasmen. That's why Satan putas up some of his greatest
battles at this point to defeat the Child of God.
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This is what Paul had in mind whenH?:DE:F$
i i u? WHO DID
text, Who did hinden 9? »? Why do you have
your first Love (Rav 2:4 find S0 many who love- i
do God's work? Why do wWe n - apers
Eﬁt got in deed and truth (I Jn 3:18)* Thﬁ'igeré ue,
found in finding out what the Bible B?yihegs 0118 Whenefone we would
The first one I notice is found in nd again; but Sakan hindened
have come unto you, even T Paul, omce 2 Satan is out to destroy or
us. Again 1 say, We're in a Warfare an 11 the methods Satan uses to
defeat Christians. I really don't knouw a diately 1s when Satan
hinder people but one that comes to mind imme0.12_13)‘11 nonder how
hindered the answer t? Einietﬁskzzzyiﬁe(gzs lF.Prayer;ul fellowshlp
; i have falle o ; , rel
2?2§ gggigZizﬁze one of their first prayers wWas not lmmedéiiel¥F
answered (In Danliel’'s case it took 3 weeks to ggt an ?nzz No& and
Satan has hindered you here then you need to find a Eha doteraioe o
tell God of your silin of impatience and unbelief and- )ezh o
Wait on the Lord. Remember the words of . Habakkuk (2-3i££ ooi s
tarny, walt fon it becouse Lt will sunely come;_it WAL e i
One of the wWays Satan hinders Prayer ia thru dlssen§10n-1n
family. Peter addressed this problem in I Peter: 3:7 Lfkeuxée,_ye:t
husbonds , dweffl with them acconding 1o knowledge, giyxng hanqn_un o
the wife, as unto the weoken vessel, and as being heins tose#h%n o
the gnoce of Rife; ind . The man is the
priest of his household and when he refuses to take his place as -
leader, or abuses that position, then his prayers are hindered. Who's
hindering YOUR prayers, Satan or Self???
Another thing that hinders people is Family Ties. Genesis 24 tells
the atory of Abraham sending out his e@rvant to seek

son Isaac. The Servant is directed by God to the Brid
preparation to return with her.

i in our
d the gquestion %p”
ou??? Why did you leaved
toc be begged and bullie
n word and tongue
I believe, are

€ and then makes
The Bride's family seek to get him to
stay for awhile but he answers, Hinden me mok, seedng the Land hath
Priospened my way (Gen. 24:56), 1 would venture to Buess that family
ties keep more People out of Church or away from active serve than
any other single thing.'Even_JeBus' family tried to take Him away
from His work (Mk 3:31)% and ¥Oou need to realige that one of your
greatest "enemies™ will pe your own family (Matt 10:36),

in the family are saved and =&
naturally they'll be at odds. ome are not

It may be thru DIVERSION- Some Wwant to
BCe to Church while some wWwant to go to the Lake, etc. Some want to
attend one church-while others want teo attend another. It can also Lbe
thru DIVORCE- a Divorced man is automatically disqualified from being
a Deaceon or Pastor (1 Tim 3:2

»12). 0Or it may be thruy DEDICATION- How
many people never do a great work for God because they 're unwilling

to‘leave home and , like Abrah@m, 80 out, not knowing where they're
Boing (Heb 11:8)? Jesus settled the Family question Wwhen he said, 14
ang mon come Xo me, and hate noX his farthen, ang mothen, and wife,
md&&@m,mdmuMm,mdMMmmgm,mdewnMMuum
he cannot be my disciple (Luy 14:26). Your family will either help vou
or hinder you but regardless of what it doea you must put God first.

20



Another hiﬁdera i
nce : s
he had right 18 Public Opinion.

Paul found that
v8 he had to f at even though
Cor 9212, orgo them that

the Gospel be not hindered (1

instead of God's Word. It's hard to "buck the tide™ and be co nted
"fool for Christ's sake” (I (C : “ 2

Oor 4:190) but Christ demands that wme deny
ourselves, take Up our crose, and follow Him. Think. for a moment,
ﬁhat does it matter to a man on the croaes. that the dogs howl beneath
it? His eyes are on another Worldi- And so should we be.

These are a few of the things that hinder men in their service for
God. Parhaps yvou've seen Bomething that has kept you from whole
heartad service to God. If so, ask God to glve you the victory over
it “and find the joy of Loving Service for the King of Kings and Lord
of Lorda. .

I close with one other time the question of hindrances comes to
mind. In Acts 8:36-40 Philip ies asked by the Ethiopian Eunuch, Whax
doih hinden me 1o be bapiized? And Philip said, 14 you believe with
af? youn heont, you moy. You can never do the Work of God until
you're in the Will of God- and it's not the will of God that any
perish but that all come to the knowledge of the truth (I Tim 2:4).
What hinders you from being. saved today? 1Is it really worth going to
Hell over??

Why don't you accept Christ as Saviour today:

1. Admit YOU.are a sinner and you cannot =save yourself

5. Believe that Jesus Christ died as a payment for your sins.

3. Confese Christ as your Saviour publicly
4. Determine to live for Chriset by serving

Believing Church.

Him in a locai Bible

What Hinders YOU?P7?7?
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HURTL I NG vwOUR }IJZrJI)FQEKFJFZ 3

rogresg-
here are numerous ways We can be hinderzd :n our prog
1)T52;ecne can grab us from behind and hold us.

y Something can Block our wéy. ) . D
g) He 1ack Lhe R ne str qu;Pmen:otgvjzig:rtéogccomplish what needs
or
4) We don't have the streng

to be done. b ind
Thege same type hinar
1) Who grabs us from behind and holds u

Whenefone we would have coma unto Youw,
but Sataon hindened us.
53 What can block our way?

2] H nich cauwse [maintaining my
A) PRESSURES OF pUTY- Rom 15:22 Fon w ; ‘ .
ministry in Asia Minorl afso 1 have been much Hindened {fnom coming o -

gyou. A Christian is not OF the world but he must live IN the worlg
and sometimes the "dally duties” keep him from showing concern an
compassicn as he should. But ian’t it strange how men will wait in a
doctor's office for hours because of some physical problem and yet
expact somecne to beg and bribe them to come for help with their
itual problem?
Spéilgggggg;g_gglglgﬂr I Cor 9:12 14 othens be pontokans of this , -
powen oven uyou, one ok we noathen? Neventheless we have wnok uwsed this
powen; buit sudfen ol ihings, Lest we shoulld hinden ithe gospel of
Chnist. Many times a servant of God must sacrifice even things hg
needs in order to maintain his testimony. He may be able to win that
woman to the Lord if it were not for the fact that he can’'t be alone
in her home. We must continually walk that “narrow line™ between not
caring what they say about us and caring tremendously about what they —
say about our Lord.
3> What keeps us from having the necessary Equipment to work for God?

A MISAPPLICATION OF DOCTRINE (They were being taught that they had —
to be circumcised as well as believe the Gospel to be saved)- Gal 5:7
Ye did rnun welf; who did hinden uou ihax ye .should mot obey ithe
truith? The Bible has given us EVERYTHING we need toc do the work of
God but it can destroy 1life instead of save lives if wrongly used. -
People are alsoc hindered because they don’'t STUDY the Scriptures so
they can know what is right. They don't APPLY Scriptural Principals
and so become hearers and not doers.

B) FAMILY PROBLEMS- I Feter 3:7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwelf wiih
them acconding Lo knowledge, giving honon unkto the wife, os unte the
weaken vesselk, and o being heins togethen of Lhe gnoce of Lifde; thak
youwn wpnaueris be mok hindened. Our Home life ig wrong so our prayer -
life is wrong 80 wWwe don't have the power we need to accomplish God’'s
will and work.
4> What can steal our strength and motivation? —

A) JEALOUS NEIGHBORS- Neh 4:7-8 But (i came Xo poss, that when
SanbofRaot, and Toblah, and the Anabians,; and the Ammonites, and the
Ashdodites, heond that the walls of Jerusoafem wene mode up, and thakt
the bneaches begon teo be stopped, then they wene veny wnokth, And
conspined o2 of them togethen 4o come and £ight againsdt Jenuwsoallem,

and to hinden A%, We become so busy fighting the world until we don't
have time tc smave itl} -

i ‘ ife.
f us in our Christian 1
o and h g? SATAN-'I The=as 23118 ‘
aven 1 Paul, omce and agoin;

B) FAJLURES AND FIGHTINGS AMONG CHRISTIANS- We sow the seed and
give our all to see it begin to take root; and then weeds come along
and kill it, or some careless Christian steps on it!{! And we get

tired and discouraged.

How c¢an we Hurtle these Hindrances? Job 9:12 BehoRd, he ftakeih
away, who con hinden him (GOD)Y? wheo wif® soy unto him, UWhaex doeskt
thou? Let God guide and control our lives. He not only knows the way
but HE IS THE WAY!!.

What's Hindering YOU from coming to or Continuing with Christ??
It’s time to remove the Hinderance and take up the Cross. —
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Grace

OLD FASHION DAY /HOME CDHING is. THIS SUNDAY (September 24). As we

celebrate the 29th Anniversary of the Church we are looking for a

SPECIAL DAY in many ways:

SPECIAL TIME- For this Sunday only we w111 goc back to start1ng at
10:00am with Sunday School for all ages. Be sure to be here on
time and Study the Word of God with us. .

SPECIAL DRESS- Everyone is invited toc wear "old" clothes, but
don"t let that keep you away!! We’ll let you come in your regular
suit or dress if you want (Although we may make you take off vyour
tie before the day is overtl),

SPECIAL SPEAKER— (11: O0am. Over .WJOT) Rev Norwood Gibson,
Promotional Director of South Carolina Free Will Baptist, will
bring God’s woprd. Come expecting a Blessing.

SPECIAL OFFERING— All of the days Offering will go to Missionary
to India, Rev Larlisle Hanna. Brother Norwood is scheduled to
leave for a six week visit to India on Oct 2 and we hope he will

" be able to carry good news to Brother Carlisle about this

offering. Brother Carlisle is in poor physical condition, many of
the Buildings he uses have been damaged by Earthguakes or rain,
and much needs to be accomplished before Brother Carlisle becomes
unable to work. Pray about this and.give very generously.
SPECIAL MEAL (12:13pm)~ We’re looking for all our friends and
family to JOln us in this great time of fellowship.
SFPECIAL SINGERS (Following Dinner, around 1:30pm)— Our Guest
Singers will be the Jobn L Floyd Family. You can expect a Blessing
as they minister towus, in Musig; and we also anticipate some of
OUr OWn S1ngers 5har1ng their talent.
Y*ALL COME

Grace Bible Institute is doing well with 12-195 students an
campus and several more who are using the Audio and Video tapes of
the sessions to keep up (Thanks to Don Lewis for videoing these
sessions for us!), There is still time for you to attend and learn
what the Blble has to say  about "End Time Events" as you learn
“How to Study the Bible”. We meet on Tuesday N1ght5 from 7-Fpm.
Why don’t you come cut this week?

This newslettef, the video and audio cassettes, the books, and
many other means of outreach would not be possible without your

_prayersand support. THANKS . Preacher Mike
Erace Free Wil Baptist Church - Nonprofit Organization
P Bow 1023 548 Lawwrence St U S Postage PRID Permit #B

Lzize €ity, S C 225E0



_ ] % DLRTS WE OFE

.Paulnbpld the Romans about 5..debts.that were owed. Now nofd of. s
11ke'to have a deht hanging over ourthead; especially since Paul‘aiso
told the Rogans (EOM 13:8) Owe o man any thing, but 40 Love ome
anothen: fon he that Roveth avothen hoth 4ulfifled the Zaw. Let°®s
find what these debts are and then see about gettineg them- paid:

1. THE SOUL WINNERS DEBT- ROM 1:j4f15 1 am cdebion both o ihe
bnecks, and o the Banbardons; both 4o the wise, and 1o the unwise.
So, as much as An me is, T am rieady o pneach the gospel to you that
ane -ax Rome also. Fon 1 am nox ashomed of the gospeR of Chnist: 4on
i i» the powen of God unto sofvaiion 1o eveny one thok believelh; Lo
the Jew £inst, and allso o ihe Greeck. ' -

People .didn't: geek to wWin me to Chriast because I was "worthy” or
showed great potential; they scught me out of Love for a lost soul
bound for a Devil's Hell. The Gospel is not something to keep to yous
gelf, it should be shared as often .as possible with as many as
pogssible. '

2. THE SERVICE DEBT- ROM 4:3-5 Fon whakt saith thée scnipture? Atnaho.
believed God, and it was counted unkto Wim fon nighteousness. Mouw xe
him Lhot weonkekh is. the newand wmok neckoned of ghAace, buk of debh.
Bul 4o him that wonkeih wok, buk believeirh on him that Justifilelh L.
ungouly, his failih Le counted fon righitecusness. _

Many people try to Bargain with God by saying they will da certain
things if God wWill do certalin thinse failing to realize the Grace is
"Unmeriked Favor™. Itbt’'s much better to allow God to'gracicusly Give
than to Bargain with Him because His "bucket™ 1s alwaye pressed fudn
and running overt Out Débt is to Trust in His goodness ahd Grace.

3. THE SPIRITUAL DEBT- ROM S8:11=-14 But if the Spinik of him thok
nodisad up Jesws £nom the dead dwelf Jin uyou, he ihat nalsed up Chrish
drnom the dead shalf alsbp guicken ygoun monkafl bodies by his Spinik
fhok dwelleth in gou., Therefone, bnelhnewn, we dne debikoms, nok Lo the
fthesh, to Live afiten the £Resh. Forn Af ye Live adten ihe fLesh, ue
LhaR® die: bul A€ we thnoush Lhe Spindit do morndify the deeds of the
body, ge shokl Live, Fornl ae many os one fed by Lhe Spinit of God,
they ane Lhe sone of God. '

We have a 'Debt . -to be.led by the Spirit now instead of being
controlled by the desires of the Flesh. We are no longer under
Londage to the Laws of Moses but instead ‘enjoy bthe marvelous Liberty
of the Messiah., This Liberty involves Obligations however. We are
Obllgated to Walk in the Spirit-and be Filled with the Spirit.

4., THE SHARING DEBT- ROM 15:25-«27 But wow 1 go unto Jenusaftem Lo
mivisten aako the soints. Fon AL hoath pRecsec them of Mocedorid and
Achoaia Lo make o centoin conloibuiion don Lthe poon sointse which ane
ot Jenuwsallem. Ti hath pleosed tham veridfy; and thedin debtore thewy
ane, Fornl Afd ihe Gentifles have been made pordtakens of thein spirutucl
thiimgs , Ahein.duly Aie oflso 4o mivileten unko dhem in cormoll things.

A Debt owed Lo the Poor Saints- Part of the same family. We have
some obligations to the "poor™ in genaral but. our primary cobligation
ig to help our Brothers and Sisters in Christ. (Helping: :Hand Fund)

.. THE SIK DEBT- ROM &£:i23 Fon fthe wages of sin As death;: buk the gifi
of. God Ae eifenmal Rife Lhnough Jesus Churiskt ocun Lond. This is a debt
o r~an MEVER FAY3S but, Thank God, it has been paid for us by Christl
We ha o only to clonim His gift and the debt is paid. How sad that
multitedes of peoble Will apend eternity paying a debt that has
already bLeen paid (1) simply because they refuse to believe Christ
paigd it.



Rev Mike Jones

HATOLOGY
ESt PROFPHETIC PRINCIPLES
Deut 29:29 The secnek ihings belong unko the Lond oun ?oﬁ; :u:oihdbe
fhings which ane neveafed befong unko us and to oun childne
even, ithat we moy do ol khe wonds of his Low.

1. What is PROPHECY?

To Foretell Events to come- )

g; {Q_EQE&h&ﬁll_ﬁgdiﬁ_ﬂﬁﬁﬂasﬂr I Cor 14:3 he ithat pnopheasleih
speolkekh unko men ko ediflcation, and exhontaiion, and comfonk.
Note the difference in the way God gives the message- The prophecy of
future events came not by the wilR of mon:i: dbuk hoRy men of God spake
es they wene moved by ihe HoRy Ghask (II Pet 1:21) whereas the
Prophet as a Preacher realizes that the spiniits o4 the pnophets one
subdeckt 1o the propheis (I Cor 14:32).

I1I. 3 Dangers in studying Prophecy:

1> The MISINTERPRETATION of Scripture- Making it say what we want it
to say (The Jews refused to accept Christ as Saviour because they
made all references to Him aay He would come as a KING first). Also
be aware ihat mo pnophecy of the Soniptune is of any pndvake
inktenpnetation (11 Pet 1:20). When only one person lnterprets
Scripture a certain way that should ring warning bells in your brain.
2> The MISAPPLICATION of Scripture- Putting things in the wrong place
(Many of the descriptions of the Millennium age are applied to
Keaven. Many of the promises to Israel are applied to the Church).

3> The "MYSTICISM™ of Scripture- You become ao interested in what God
is golng to do a hundred years from noWw until you fail to Witness of,
and live for, Him right noml (See Acts 1:i6-11).

I111. What is the PURPOSE OF PROPHECY?

A) A PROQOF of God~-Ezek 39:27-28 When 1 have bnought them again {nom
the peopfe, and gathened ithem. out of thein enemies’ Lands, and am
sanciified An them in the sight of momy nations: Then ohafll iheu know
thot T om dhe Long thein God, which cauwsed them o .be Led inko
capbivity among the heathen: but 1 have gaithened them unto thein oun
Land, and have Redx mnone of them any mane thene. (See 38:23, 37:28,
36:38, 35:15, 33:33). The Purpose of Prophecy is not to satisfy your
curiosity but to demonstrate Godi When we see His words come true
time after time then we know that He is GOD- Deut 18:21-22 And if
thou say in Lthine heont, how shol we fknow the wond which the Lond
hath net spoken? When a pnophet speoketh Jin the name of the Lond, Af
the thing {aftlow mot, mnon come o poss, that Is the thing which the

Lond hath mok spoken, buk the pnophet hath spoken i pnesumpiuousfy’
thou sholt nok be afnoid of him. -

B) & PURIFYING Influence- I John 3:3 And eveny mon that hath this
hope An him purifdieth himsefld, even os he .is pune. I Thess B:4-9

C)> A_PROMISE to look for- John 14:3 And A4 1 go and pnepane a pRace
don you, 1 wilR come agoin, and neceive you unto myseld;: that whene 1
am, thene ye may be aso. I Thess 4:13-18

IV. How does God Give Prophecy? Danlel was given Prophecy by:
A) ¥Yigion- Dan 7:1%
B) Ansgelg~ 8:15-16
C) gtudy- 9:2 coupled with prayer, fasting, confession of sin.
(Note that Satan delayed an answer 3 wWweeks in 10:1-14)
(THERE IS NO NEED FOR FURTHER PROPHECY AS GOD HAS ALREADY REVEALED
THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD FROM IT'S BEGINNING TO THE NEW EARTH~ See
the warning of Rev 22:118-19)



V. Hom do we UNDERSTAND Prophecy?

4) j
- See D -
Rules for Interpreting Scripture: an 8

gérfhzt doea the Word normally mean? <{When the Plain eense of the
N P ur?s makes common sense, seek no other sensel).

- WEat %s the context the Word is used in?
g. :hzt }s the Hlstori?al background of the word or the writer?

. 1s the grammatical construction of the word in the original?

B> ti WAY t W iven-

a. Figure of speech~- "Behold, the Lamb of God™

b. Parable- The Prediction is given in a "story”™ form-

(Nebuchadnezzar's Golden image in Dan 2:)

c. Present Prophecy-~ Many of the Prophets of the 01d Testament.

d. Conditional Prophecy-~ John the Baptist/Elias Matt 17:10-13;
. Jonah's Prophecy to Nineveh

e. Double™ Prophecy- Present Prediction/ Future Prediction
[Example of Brazen Serpent: Healed the children of Israel right
then (Num 21:4-9); Was used Wwrongly later (II Kings 18:4); and
pictured the Cross of Christ (John 3:14)>1

f. Symbols: (a) Multi-used symbols- "Time, Times, and Half a Time™-
Dan 12:7, Rev 12:14. Abomination of Deaolation- Dan 9:27 11:31,
12:11, Matt 24:15, Mark 13:14 (b) Eible Identified Symbols-~
Ram= Media, Persia (Dan 8:120); Goat= Greece (Dan 8:21)3
Pragon= Satan (Rev 12:%)

C) Identify the "Cast'- The Bible is not a systematic study of

Theology, or Morals, or History, or Science, etc. It is a REVELATION
of God, of the fall of Man, of God plan to Redeem Man, and of God's
Flans and Purpose for the Ages. It reveals:

3 main "Players"- God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), Satan (Devil,
Antichrist, Demons), and Man (Man, woman, child)

3 main Places- Heaven, Hell, Earth

3 main Peoples- Jews, Gentiles, The Church of God.
God the Father is married to the Jew, Jesus has the Church as a
Bride, and the Holy Spirit seems to be the "bachelor of the Bunch"!

D) ldentifv the Perspective~ Is it talking from the point of view

of Heaven or earth? Jew or Gentile? Is it Predictive or Corrective?

Mystery- A mystery is something previously hidden that God has now

revealed. There are numerous "Mysteries™ in the New Testament:

1) The fact that God’s program with Israel would be interrupted was a

mygstery- Matt 13:11; Rom 11:25

2) The Wiadom of God in His way of Salvation- I Cor 2:7; Rom 16:25

3) God's work thru Christ- I Tim 3:16

4) The development of evil into it’'s culmination in the man of sin

(I] Thess 2:7) and the development of the great apostate Religious

syastem (Rev 17:5,7) are called Mysteries.

5) The Rapture is a Mystery- I Cor 15:51

&) The Formation of the Church (Centered arocund Gentiles} as the body

of which Christ is the Head was a Mystery- Col 1:23-29 Eph 3:3-9
Faul called himself not only a Minister of Christ but also a

*Manager of the Mysteries of God”™; and, as such, realized his

responsibility to share these "Mysteries”™ faithfully~ I Cor 4: 1-2
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THE RETURN OF CHRIST/THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH

Any Study of Eschatology must come to grips with 2 main Biblical
Truths~ The Return of Christ WITH His Saints in contrast to the
coming of Christ FOR His Saints (Rapture). There is a great deal of
Controveray and Confusion about these two events because people have
tried to igdolate them from the rest of the Bible.

Another reasons for error and mlsapplications in Eschatology is the
fact that people use "common sense” and present day circumstances to
translate promises made by God whose “thdughts are not our thoughts,
neither Hia ways our ways"™. God's Program has been conslstent and
continuing from the garden of Eden. It is not some "stop gap™ measure
implémented at the last moment to cover unknown circumstances.

In order to understand — ]
the Future it is neceéasary - " Jacok, .. David. . .Christ ‘
!

}

that we examine the Past.
One of the most obvious
things we Bee ias that God
had a plan (REDEMPTION)
that involved God CHOOSING -
and CARING for a specific
group of people (Israel).
God's Proclamation of this coming Redeemer and the need to prepare
for Him (In addition toc tHe accounts of Satan's Attacks on this Plan
and these People) are the major focus of the 0ld Testament.

The New Testament begins wWith the birth and ministry of this
Promised Redeemer, Christ. He& presents himself to Israel by Measage
and Miraclea as their praomissd Messiah but is rejected and crucified.
Upon being raised from the Dead He instructs His disciples to
continue His ministry but thelf miracles and Meseage are alsa
rejected and s8c Christ seeks a Bride among thé Gentiles (The Church).

—-ibrchan)  [Hsan
ﬂ@ﬁi'

Once this Bride has been _ .
selected and Raptured Lo L i ir l |
"Jacob's Trouble"- : ' ' Charch
Tribulation?’, God will w—

finiash His program with
Israel. This will" include the 1000 year reign of Christ on the throne
of David, in the "capital country™ of the World- Israel, az God
fulfills all His promises to Abraham and David.

At the end of this time Satan Will be released for one final
rebellion and God's victory over him will conclude with the casting
of Satan and all his followers into the Lake of Fire. God will then
purge this earth with fire and set up a New Heaven and a New Earth=-
Dominated by a New Jerusalem and Governed by God Himself!l

Once wWe grasp God s Purpose and Plan, the Promises and Prophecies
of the Bible become relatively clear~- Dan 12:10 Moany shofl be
pwufied;, and made white, and tnled; bux the wicked shoff do
wickedly: and none of the wicked sholl underwsktand; buk the wise sholl
[LREMEMBER, Prophecy is not given to satisfy your Curiosity but to
show God’'s Plans and Purpdses in order that GOD might be glorified.
It is riot a "Trick" we show off but a Tool We use to Warn and Winl.



Once we realirze God's General program for the ages we can then
begin to pick out some apecifics; because 1t is these gpecificas that
will determine our understanding of When and Why Christ will Return
(and this will, of course, have a major impact on our underetanding
of the Rapture of the Church).

We have shown that God CHOSE certain people to Proclaim and Produce
the Saviour that mankind needed. 1t is His COVENANTS with these
Chosen People that have had a bearing on the entire history of the
earth until now; and wWwill continue to do until the new Earth.

There are TWO KINDS OF COVENANT GIVEN:

A) Conditional ("IF”) Covenant in which certain obligations2 or
conditions must be fulfilled by the recelver of the covenant before
the giver of the covenant is obligated to fulfill that which was
promised (See Deut 28:=)

B) Ungonditjiongl Covenant ("I WILL™) in which that which was
covenanted depends upon the one making the covenant alone for the
fulfillment- Rom 9:16 So then At is not of him fthat willleth, mon of
him that nurmeth, buk of God ithot sheweth mency. (It should be noted
that even an Unconditiocnal Covenant can have some conditions- God's
Would not give His lUnconditlional Covenant to Abraham until he had
finally left his family aza well as his home).

The Primary Unconditional Covenant God made was the ABRAHAMIC
COVENANT. This Covenant resulted in much of what happened in the
Bible, and will be the reason for much of what Will happen in the

Future. This Abrahamic Covenant was amplified in the Palegtinian
Covenant (Deut 30:3-5) which assured final, permanent restoration to
the LAND, in the Davidic Covepant (II Sam 7:11-16) which promised a
DYNASTY, nation, and throne to David's Deacendants, and the HNew
Covenant (Heb 8:6-13) which promised REDEMPTION and a new
Relationship.

It is important, therefore, that we understand the Basics of
The Abrahamic Covenant: (Gen 12:1-33 6~73 13:14=-17; 15:1-213 17:1=-
14; 22:15=18)

1. Abraham's name ashall be great

2. A great Nation shall come from him

3. All families of the earth shall be bleassed in him.

4, To him personally and to his seed should be given Palestine
forever as an inherltance.

5. The multitude of his seed would be as the dust of the earth
6. Whoever blessed him would be Blessed, and whoever cursed him would
be cursed. : '

7. He would be the father of many nations

8. Kings would proceed from him-

9. This would be an "everlasting”™ covenant

10. The land of Canaan would be an everlastlng possession.

11. God wWould be a God to him and his geed-

12. He would process the gates of his enemliesds

12. In hls seed shall all nations of the earth be blessed.

Many of the Promises given to Abrahsm‘(and His descendants) have
vet to ba fulfilled-- Which is a primary reason for the Millennium!
The laat week of Daniel'a 70 "weeks &8f years™ (Dan 9:23=27) is
distinctively the time of "Jacob's Trouble"™ (Jer 30:7). This points
to the Church being taken away before this "Tribulation”™ beginsa.

Mow that we have some Background we "re ready to look at the
Theories about the Return of Christ and thea Rapture of the Church.
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In case you’re wondering, ; We were forced to cancel Old
"Hugo" is not my favorite name Fashion Day (It would have been
in all the world!{! It’s been a ‘ REALLY 031ld Fashioni) and due to
long difficult 3 weeks but, - ' the timing problem and the fact
Thank the Lord, things are , that many of our people lost
beginning to return to some . everything in all their freezers
degree of normality (If you - we have decided to put it off
disregard the fallen trees, ' "until next Spring. 1’11 let you
houses with holes in them, " ' * know the date when we make final
destroyed buildings, etc). At plans.
least we’ve got electricity and - I am pleased to acknowledge
water now and we can cgope with Memorials to this ministry from
the rest (Someéone told me the Don and Kathy Lewis given in
other night in Eschatology ‘that Memory of Mr B F Frye and Mrs
all the Antichrist -would bhave to .,.Bebe Thompson. This.gift,
do was tell people in our area combined with regular gifts,
he was going to cut off their during the past month have
power and water again and they’d enabled me to continue to
be lined up to take his mark!). distribute Audio and Video

I appreciate everyone who cassettes of our Church services
prayed for us during thig time - . as well as of our Bible |
and all the people who shared . Institute classes in addition to
with those in need. I especially Relping several ‘who had
appreciate the Lew Gowdy fam11y, g financial needs resulting from
the Marion Coker family, and - - "Hugo". 1 try to make your gifi:z
several others in our Church o accomplish as much as 1 can for
that took the time and effort to the cause of Christ and I
belp in securing and appreciate your being concerned
distributing food and supplies enough to give to this work.
for those in need. . - I realize that "Hugo" was only

Being without power and then a "sneeze" cuompared to God’s
being busy helping take care of " wrath that will soon come on
those in need has made me late " this sin-sick world. I’m glad
on many of our Outreach Ministry - I'm sheltered in the Rock
activities so please forgive me waiting for the Rapturel! I hope
if you haven’t received a yvyou are too. )
receipt yet. It’s coming soon. Preacher Mike Ps 14:11

A little Church with a BIG VISIDN

Grace FWB Church o Nonprofit Organization
P O Box 1003 ' U S POSTAGE PAID
Lake City, SC 29360 Permit #8



7.
8.
.
1G.
11.
12.
13.

14,

15.
i16.

17.
18.

17.

ce.
£23.
24 .
25.
2s.
27,
28.
29.
30 .

FREZVEL.&TT L VCI MO FRIDDLES

Where was John when he wrote the book of Revelation? (1:9)

What did the 7 stars and the 7 candlesticks represent? (1:20)
Name the Poor-Rich church (2:9) & the Rich-Poor Church (3:17}
Which church was built where Satan’s Seat was? (2:13)

Which church was promised that their names wobuld not be blotted
out of the book of life? (3:9) )

What were the 4 beasts that were before the throne like? (4:7)
What was described like this in the Old Testament? (Ez 10:14)
What 4 books of the New Testament describe Christ like this?
What was the aodor in the golden vials? (S:85 B:3,4)

What were the names of the riders on the Pale Horse? (6:8)

How many Seals were there? {(5:1) Trumpets (8:2) Vials (15:7)

How many sealed witnesses were there? From what nation? (7:4)
Which of the Twelve tribes is not listed? Why? Judges 18:29-317
Why du some people say there won’t be any women in Heaven!? (8:1)
What was the name of the star that fell when the 3rd angel
sounded his trumpet? (8:10-11)

Who were the only ones the "locust" could bite and torment for 5
months =o that they would seek death and not find it? (F:4-6)
What river has 4 angels bound in it? (9:14)

How long would the Two Witnesses preach? {11:3} How long would
their bodies lie in the streets of Jerusalem? (11:9)

Lho fights the "war in Heaven"? (12:7)

Name the 3 things necessary to buy or sell during the last half
of the Tribulation? (13:17)

Where will the blood come from that flows for 177 miles as high
as the ‘horses bridle? (14:18-20)

Wihy do some say no one will be able to be saved during the last
half of the Tribulation? (15:5-8)

What river was dried up to allow the king of the East to come to
the battle of Armageddon? (1&6:12-~-1461

What does "Mystery Babylon" represent? (17:-)

What wae the merchandise of Babylon the great? (18:12-13)

What was the Feast of the Fowls? (1%9:17-18)

Who were the first 2 cast alive into the Lake of Fire (19:20)
Who 1s the third person cast into the Lake of Fire (20:10)

What 2 other groups were cast into the Lake of Fire? (20:14-15)
What is the name of the sea on the new sarth? (21:1)

How long will the days be in New Jerusalem? (21:25)

What rame will be in the forebead of the servants of God? (22:4)

BONUS QUESTION- Are you ready for Revelation to become a Reality?
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Frg;gldgz? nottl?ok for a sign.on a tree to identify it, He looks foi
o ! 2 no n?ereated in what ¥you say; but What you arell Theas
ruits were 6-fold: (1) Converts to Christ, (2) Holiness of Life, (3)
H?liness of Character (fruits of Splfit);ﬂ(4) Good Works, (5) Sharing
With othera, and (&) Praising and Thanking God. -
. We pro?uce these Fruits as we ABIDE in the Vine (Christ). We Abide
in the Vine as we continually OBEY the Lord. We Obey the Lord because
we LOVE HIM, and We Love Him more and more as Wwe get to KNOW Him.
I 'want us to coqdlude this study by looking at some "Fruitful
Facts™ that will change these Powerful Principles into Practical

Living; in other Wwords, I want us to go from knowing WHAT to do to
actually DOING what God has commanded us.

_Fac@ Number 1~ The Law of Soming- Gal 6:7 Whatsoeven a man sowekh,
Ahax shafl he also neap. Fon he thak soweih to ihe fResh shalf of the
{Lesh neap corwvwupilion: but he that sowgih %o the spirdkt shal2 of the
LpALE neap Ride evenlRosiing. ‘

A) You reap what vou gow. Two kinds of "seed” are revealed here:
1) Flesh which reaps Corruption. "Flesh"™ is work motivated by the
actiong and attitudes of the woﬁid.,

2) Spirit which reaps life everlasting. Spirit is seed produced in
us by the witness of the Word and the Work of the Spirit. ‘

B> Ys&LljﬁﬁLﬁmugLJ&EﬂLJﬁuLJamiL . ¥You sow the grain and reap the full
atalk or as one writer aaid, *You. gowW the wind and reap the
Whirlwind®. S o :

€C)» You Reap after vou gow, If there is no soWwing there will be no
reaping. Patience is required to Wwalt on the seed to grow into
harvest, | :

P

Fact Number 2~ The Language of Sowing-.I Cor 14:14 14 .1 pnay .n on
uniknown toague, my spirdt pnayeth, but my undenstanding As
wndnuitdul . I Cor 14:8 Fon A4 the inumpet give an uncentain. .sound,
who shof? pnepone himseflf 1o boiifle? Thére is a language spolken by
all that is largely unsaid, it is the Language of Love. Salvation is
not a Formula but a Faithj . it needs concern to turn conversation into
conviction that leads to Conversion (One man said, "We're asking the
Unconcerned to witness to the Unconcerned about a matter of great
Concern™! ). We must sow our seed so that the person receiving it can
understand what fruit We're trying to produce; always bearing in mind
what Jesu=s said about the sower (Matt 13:19) When onu one heaneih the
wond of the kingdom, ond undersiondeih it vok, then cometh the wicked
one, and catcheih awoy that which wos soun An his heont,

Fact Number 3- Lagziness in Sowing- Frov 24:30-31 1 wenit by the {field
of ihe sRokhful, and by the wvineyond of the mon void of unden-
skanding; and Lo, it wos ot gnown oven wiith fhorns, ond netifRes had
covened the face theneod, ond the stone wol? was bnoken down., Lazy
Christians don’t maintain their Relationship- little Praver,
Wwitnessing, Bible Study, Etc- and the cares of this world, the
deceitfulness of riches, and the luat of other things enter in and
choke the word. SOMETHING will grow in your "vineyard”. If you don’'t
8oW the proper seed then weeds and briers will growm in their place.
It takes constant attention to keep the weeds out.



Lftar the Seed ia sown there are still some DANGERS TQ AV LI

Spoiled Fruit- Song of Solomon 2:15 the kittﬂg foxes sHpoil thih
vine: 4don oun wvines have tenden gnapes. These little Fo*es aat e
tender fruit and bruise the more mature fruit, In our Vineyard He
have to combat the "little foxes™ that rob our Time and di%tract our
Witness. We alsoc have to be aware that our Fruit is sometimes
hruised beyond use by our character faults- impatience, anger, etc.
1 Cor 15:33 Evil communicaitions cormnupk good mannerw . Ecc 10=? Dg&d
£ ies cause the ointment of the apolhecany to send fonth a Akgnkkng
sovOn: b0 cdoth a 2itiRe foffRy him thot Ais Ain nepukatdion Lon wisdom
and honon.

Wild Fruit- (Is S5:=)- We expect one fruit but get another .in aplte
of the favorable circumstances. Children raised in Church turn into
Prodigal Sons. Preachers preach, Christians witness, and instead of
being saved some people go deeper and deeper into sin. This Lrings
discouragement and disappointment but we must always remember that
the Father is the Farmer and He knows the effort you put forth.

Artificial Fruit- Eph 5:11 And have no {eflouship with the
undnwiidul wonks of donkness, buk nathen nepnove fhem. Sometimes when
we hear about the "great grapes™ on someone else’s farm wWe are
tempted to abandon ocur vine for some new varlety. Through the yvears I
have learned that God's Program of Fruit Bearing demands patience,
sometimes Pain, and often Pruning; but it is the only Program that
produces Fruit vou can get "paid'" for.

I1 Pet 1: 3-7 says God has given ue Fower and Promlises that we
might be Partalkers of the Divine Nature. He alsc said (vs 8) Fon A4

these things be Jin you, and abound, Ltheu moke wou Lhokt ye sholl
nelii be bortnen Morn W L% An the knowledae of oun Lond Jesus

Chovist. If you are going to bear Fruit then there mugst be Fellowship
with God. This fellowship will enable you tg be Fruitful and also
will guarantee the right kind of Fruit.

Now wyou know the "Secret®™ to Abundant Lliving--~Bearing Frultbt. Can
you continue to bea satisfied to be an "artificial plant”™, admired by
those that pass by, but barren instead of Blessed? Can vou be content
to be simply attached to the Vine or will you become a Fruitful
Christian??



GOpDp PROVES HIMSELFRF

Ez 38:23, 39:127-28, 36:38, 27:28, etc
I sam 7:1- :

The Glory was Departed!! Israel had forsaken God, been defeated by
it's enemies, and the ark of God had been captured. 1t was a day of

~death as well as defeat. Phinehas and Hophni, the sons of Eli, had

died on the battle field, Eli the Priest has fainted when he heard
the ark was captured and as he fell he broke his neck, and the
daughter-in-law of Eli died as she gave birth to "Ichabod” (The Glory
is departed). A dark day indeed for the nation of Israel.

God allowed Igrael to be defeated but He did not forget them; nor
would He allow the Philietines to get the glory from the victory. It
Was not their power that defeated Israel but the lack of God'’s
intervention in behalf of Israel. God would now manifest His power to
the Philistines in order to show them who wWwas in control of the
situation.

The Fhilistines took the ark of God and put it in the house of
their god Dagon. The next morning they found Dagon on hls face on the
floor. Thinking something had moved him they set him back in his
place; but next morning he had fallen again, only this time he had
fallen in such a way as to break off his hands and head and lay
prostrate before the ark of Godl!! Then the Lord began to smite the
men of that city with a disease (Possibly "black Death™ sgince it
seemed to be spread by mice) that caused emerods (Hemorrhoids) on the
men that didn’'t die. The people in that city requested that the ark
be moved. When it was moved to the next city the same thing happened
also. They wanted to move it to another city but noone would accept
it now!

The rulers of the Philistines called for the priests and asked them
what they should do to stop this plague on their people. The priest
advised them to give 5 golden emerods and © golden mice as a trespass
of fering and to send the ark back to Israel. Their method of

.transporting the ark back tg Israel was most unusual; and is the

basis of today's measage. :

They were told to get a new cart and voke 2 milk cows to the front
of it. The cows were never to have been under the yocke before and
their calves wWere to be taken from them. Then they were to be
released. If they went back to Israel then the Philistines would know
that God was directing them, if they stayed where they were or went
back after their calves then they would know that the plague had been
a chance happening. The cows were released and they went straight
back to Israel. I think these cows are a type of what God is looking
for in dedication and I want us today to determine to be used like
them in order to "Bring back the Glory™ to God.

That's what a Pessimistic world is really locking for-- FPROOF that
GOD is ALIVE AND WELL. They are willing to admit that their world is
in & mess; war, drugs, disease, family break up, etc have taken the
hope from many people and they long to see a demonstration that God
is real. BUT!} they*'ve seen enough Jim Bakkers, Jim Jones, and Jim
Smaggarts to malke them skeptical of flashy religion. How can we prove
God to them??- By living this "milk cow Religion”™ before them.
Living so that they will know our liveeg and our actions are directed
by God. :



HoWw can we follow the example of these cows and DemonstratelGod?

LIVE THE EXAHMPLE OF THEIR:

DEDICATION .- They Had to leave what they loved bshind. Jdesus alwkays
calls for a definite commitment. to Him., A turning from everything and
Everyone that would come.bafore Him. )

WALK - The straight road te God. A commitment to God means a new
walk. It not only means a new Destination, it also means a new
Deportment- Christians walk to please-Christ ‘instead of s8elf or the
world. We get on the straight and narrow -inastead of the broad road
leading to destruction.

COMMUNICATION - "Lowing"” all the way. Let people-know what they were.
Christians are conatant witneases. By cur words we are justified or
condemned. : : ‘

COOPERATION - Worked together, turning neither to the right hand or
to the left. Christians dan't alwaye agree but they are always
agreeable. You’'ll Know they are Christians by their Love

SACRIFICE - They wWere gacrificed as an offering to God. We are not
called to simply OFFER a Sacrifice; we are.called to BE a Sacrifice,

ACCOMPLISHMENT - Brought the ark back to Israel and the Gldiry back to
God. And isn't that what we all want? -

God used some strange animals to do His work- (1) A Dove teld Noah
the earth was dry and symbolized the Holy Spirit when Christ nas
Baptized; (2) A Donkey preached to Balaam and carried Jesus in
Triumph into Jerusalem; and (3} -4 Rooster preached Peter under
convictiont He can use you and your particular talent today also 'if
vou are willing to be an "animal®™ God can use. It will involve
Service and Sacrifice but the rewards are simply "Heavenly™!l.

Do you seelk Proof of God?? Don't look te the failing empires on TV,
look at the Changed lives in this Churchil! There are so many
"experts” and so many books; yvet pecple are still- confused. They need
to look akbt the lives transformed by the pouwer of God for (II Cor 3:2)
Ye one cun episile wnitien Jon oun heoants, kenown and nead of ol men:

WILL YOU ACCEPT THE FPROOF?? OR FACE THE PUNISHMENT??
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I enjoyed a good day with the
fine folks at Little Star FWB
Church last Sunday during their
Home Coming while the people
here at Grace were doing an
excellent job in my absgence. 1
preached here at the Pam Service
and got Sunday School under way,
and was still able to get  the
last part of the Sunday School .
lesson at Little Start. .-

Brother Todd did a good job in
leading the Church in an
externded Song Service before
Brother Sully delivered an
Outstanding message on
"Commitment"” here at Grace and I
appreciate everyone who worked
so hard in my absence. I haven’t
had time to view the Videos vyet
(I didn’t get them until last
night) but I have listened to
the audio tapes of the Sunday
School and Worship Services and
both were great.

The Time will
ChungE back to
Standard Time this
Sunday but WE WILL
STILL CONTINUE WITH
OUR NINE TO NOON
FORMAT 1! Everyone still likes
having our night service at Zam
and so we’ve decided to continue
with it this way until further
notice.

The ‘Nine 0O’clock Service will
be even more special than normal
this week as we will have the
DEDICATION SERVICE for Miss
Abby Sullivan that we were
unable to have in September.
You’ll have an extra hour to get
ready this week so everyone
.should bg here on time for this
Special Service.

FAMILY FUN NIGHT
will be Tuesday,
Oct 31 from 7-%Ppm.
We try to provide
good clean fun for
our Children as an
alternative to
"Halloween" and This Tuesday 1is
going to be SUPER!, Lots of
activities, a Costume Contest
{Parents are in charge of
"Screening their children’s
costumes}), and, of course, a HOT
DOG Supper. Each family is asked
to bring a bag of candy and
something to drink and come out
for a gouod time of clean {and
sometimes wett!) fun. [Grace
Bible Institute will be held on
Monday Night next week because
of Family Fun Night1].

Many special activities are
planned for November and
December so I hope you’ll make
your plans to be with us here at
Grace. Preacher Mike

L_ A little Church with a BIG VISION

Grace FWB Church
P O Box 1003
Lake City, SC 29560

Nomprofit Organization
U 5 PDOSTAGE PAID
Permit #8



ESCHATOLOGY - ReEv MIRCHEaAL JONES
DEFEATING SATANMN : ’

THE EHRISTIAN HAS 3 THINGS HE MNEEDS TO BE AWARE OF WHEN HE DEALS WITH
SaTamM:
1. His CLoTHES- THE WHOLE ArRMOR OF GoOD:

A. FEET- PREPARATION OF GOSFEL OF FEAcCE (FOUNDATION?

B. HELMET- SaLvaTIONM (PrROTECTS THE MIND)

C. BREASTPLATE- RIGHTEOUSNESS (PrROTECTS THE HEART)

. Loins- TRUTH ("HoLbs UP" EVERYTHING ELSE}

E. SHIELD- FalTH ("HIDE"™ BEHIND TO ESCAPE SaTaN's DarTS)

F. SWORD~ WORD oF Gob (ONLY OFFENSIVE WEAPON)

2. His CaonoucT- Rom 6:16 Fnow uwue mokx, ihai 2o whom ye wield
yourwelkves senvanis o obey, his senvanis we ane o whom ye obey:
wheihen of bs4in unio deaih, on of obedience unio ruighiecousness?

3. His Cross- Mk 2:34-35 Whosceven will come afien me, Rex him
deny himbefd . oand toke up hib cnoss, and {oflfow me. Fon whosoeven
wilkR save hib fide sholR Rose Ak: buk whosoeven sholRl Robe his Rife
fon my soke and the gospell’s, ithe soame shofl save Ak,
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WHEN GOING INTO BATTLE THERE ARE # BASIC THINGS YOU NEED TO DO

1. RDiatinguiah the Enemv, WHO ARE YOU FIGHTING??? Fon we
wnesifle nok agodinsit ffesh and bRood buk agodinskt .,.Ep 6:12
2. Determine the gbjective. WHAT DO You HOPE TO ACEOQOMPLISH OR
FREVENT? Zhox we may be able io siond agoinast the wiles of Lhe
devif, Ep 6:11
3. Evaluate the Forceoz., WHAT ARE:

A} ¥YOUR WEAKNESSES—- SELF

B) YOUR STREMGTHS- BeE sTrRONG IN THE LORD anp IN THE POWER OF HIS
MIGHT. EP 6:10

£) ENEMY 'S WEAKNESSES- HE IS ALREADY DEFEATED IN THE CROSS. FaAITH
15 THE "METHOD" WE USE TO AavAIL OURSELVES OF THAT WEAFON.

D) ENEMY'S STRENGTHS- TEMPTATIONs SIN.
4. Pursue s Plan of Attack. Go FRom THE DRAWING BOARD TO THE
BATTLEFIELD. (GOD DID NOT cALL Us To BE "HOTHOUSE”™ CHRISTIANS. WE MUST
LIVE AND WORK IN A SINFUL WORLD. WE CAN IGNORE SATAN WHILE HE BUILDS
STRONGHOLDS IN OUR LIFE-- OR WE CaAM LIVE THE LIFE GOF VICTORY IN
CHRIST.

And the devifi thai deceived them wos cost Ainto the Roake of Hine
and bnimsione, whene ihe beosit and ihe follbse prnophei one, oand .shalll
be Xonmenied day ond nighk fon even and even. ReEvV 20:10 (WE kMNOW

THE OUTCOME OF THE BATTLE. DON'T BECOME ONE OF THE CASUALTIES OF THE
ConFLICT.)



AFPOSTASY
Jude 5-=7
Jude haa just told of God'as command to him to "Defend the Faith"
and then he gave several of the Deceltful Doctrines false teachersa
Were bringing into the Church that were leading men astray. Now he's
going to give them some examples of how FALSE DOCTRINE LEADS TO DOUBT
AND THEN DAMNATION (What you Believe determines what you do).

I. THE DISBELIEF OF ISRAEL. vs 5 Foith comes by hearing, ond heoning
by the wond of Ged (Rom 10i17). If Satan can destroy ycur Falth in
the Word of God then he will eventually destroy you! The Children of
Israel were SAVED out of Egypt (a Type of Sin) by the Blood of a
substitute sacrifice. They were defended by God, Gu1ded by God, and
given the Commandments of God. Yet when they came to the borders of
the Promised Land they allowed Fear to replace Faith and ended up
dying in the desert. Everything was fine until 10 of the spies
reported that not only was the Promised Land a land of "Milk and
Honey™ but also a land of Giants and walled cities. These 10 sples
became False Teachers who mixed Human reasoning with God's Promises
and destroyed the faith of the People.

Faith is the "Evidence of things not seen”™. You have to trust
God's wWord even if it doesn't make sensel

IT. THE FALL OF ANGELS vs 6 Indications are that these angels are
the "sons of God™ who came in into the Daughters of men (Gen 6:1-4 II
Pet 2:4) and were then cast into Tartarus to await God's final
Jjudgment. They left their holy habitation to satisfy the lusts of the
mind (The angels that fell with Satan apparently still operate with
him in Principalities, Powers, etc (Ep 6:12) 3o they cannot be bhound
in "Prison” now. These must be other angele).

It s B0 easy to see this same thing happening today to Ministers
and Ministries that fall because people follow Flesh inatead of
Faith People must face constant temptation and never give in to the

"siren voice of desire” that says Abraham and David had concubines,
why can't you?? Society constantly screams at us, "Everyone is doing
it. Your Faith causes you to miss all the Fun in life. Why don't you
enjoy life a little. Don't become "Bad™; just ease up a littlel™.

Fleah lives for the moment; Faith lives for eternity. Jesus calls
us to Deny ourself; not pamper ourself.

I11. THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM AND GOMORRHA vs 7 God sent a WARNING
to Sodom wheri he allowed it to be captured and then delivered by
Abraham. Lot was supposed toc be a WITNESS to Sodom as he vexed his
nighteous soul fnom doy 1o doy with thein unflawful deeds (II Pet 2:8)
but they continued to go down the ladder from Fornication to
Homosexuality to destruction (Does that sound like America todayl!?).

Like many people, Sodom thought that since God did not Punish their
Bin immediately then it must be alright. So they kept going deeper
and deeper into it until there was no hope (Rom 1:22-32). How many
people today have started the downward spiral of sin by doing a
little thing the Preacher said was wrong and then when "lighten
didn’'t strike”™ they began to think they could lgnore God all
together.

God does not always "pay up on Friday™ but PAY DAY WILL COME!



It is important for to realize that we are Saved by Faith, Liva hy
Faith, and Walk by Falth. There is no work that We can do that wiil
save ug and there is no work that we do that "unsaves™ us. The only
Wway we can become an Apostate 13 ‘by denying Falth in the sacrificial
death of Chriat for our sins.

This Faith is not just a head knowledge ABOUT Christ but a Heart
ACCEPTANCE OF Christ that not only changes our Destination but also
our Character. We are not saved by works but a Faith that does not
produce good works is a faulty faith (James 2:17).

Thia is why Satan sends his false teachers into the Christian
world. He knowe that if he can destroy our Faith he will not only
destroy our soul but also get us to begin working for him- Mo man can
senve Lwo mostens: fon edilhen he wiffl hote the one, ond Rove the
ckhen;: on efse he will hod to +the one, and dabnibe the okthen. (Matt
6:124)

Notice how Hebrews 10: 26-38 describes the same situations Jude
described:

1> Disbelief Heb 10:38 Now the Just wahoflf Rive by foith: buk Af onuy
mat oinaw boack, my soul sholfl have no plRedsune JAn huim.

2> Willful Discbedience Heb 1¢:26-27 14 we ain willlfully afdien thoit
we have necedlved the krnowfledge of ihe irnukh, thene nemaineih mno mone
sacnifice fon sins, buk a -centain deanful Rooking fon of Judgmenkt and
fAieny indignation, which sholf devoun the odversandies .

3> Disregard of God's Provision Heb 10:28-29 He thait despised
Moaes’ feow cdied without mency unden two on thnee witmnessensn: of how
much sonen pundishment , suppose ye, shall he be thought wonthy, who
hoth itnodden unden fook the Sonm of God, ond hoth counted the bfood of
the ceovenonit, whenewiith he was somctified, on unholy thing, and hath
done despite unto ihe SPAnAi of gna;e?

False Teachers and Preachers are DANGEROUS because they bring
DOUBTS into a person's life and this can lead to DEADLY consequences.
Are you on this downward rcad that leading away from God?? "You did
run well, what does hinder you?". Don't allow anything or anyone to
draw you away fram God. - B

IT1 Tim 3:1-5 . This know also, thot .n the Lost dng'penkﬁoub times
Lokl come. Fon men shalfl be LRoverw of thein ocoun sefllvis, covelous,
boostens, pnoud, bRosphemerw, disobedient 1o ponents, unthonkful,
unhaofly, Withoui mnotuwnoll affection, inucehbneakens, folkse occuserw,
incontiinent, fience, despiserns of those thoat ane goed, Trnoiktons,
headu, highminded, Loverns of pleasunes mone thon Roverw of God:
Hawving o forum of godkxnena, but denuing the powen thenecod: £rnom such
furn owat .



THIE PROBLEM WITH PREACHERS

Jude 1-4 Jude, ithe senvant of Jesus Christ, ond bnothen of James, %o
the@ thot ane sanctified by Ged the Fakthen, and pnesenved .in Jeosus
ChnA?t, and ca@ledt‘Mency wndo you, anid peace, ond Rove, be
muliipRied, Beloved, when 1 gave al@ diZigence to wndie unto you of
ihe common salvation, it was meedful fon -me to wilie unio you, and
exhaont Yyou that ye shoulld earmesilly conkend fon ithe faiih which woe
once delivened unto the saints. Fort thene ane centain men cnepd Ain
unawanes , who wene befone of oRd ondained to this condemmation,
ungodly men, itwining the gnace of oun God Ainto Rasciviocusness, ond
denying the only Lond God, and oun Lond Jesus Christ.

1 feel much like Jude this week. 1 had planned to preach some
messages this Wweek to highlight the Lord's Return but as the wWeek
progreased I felt more and more compelled to expose some seriocus
problems among preachera. The problems are not simply Personality
differences (Which we all have) but are areas (like Jude saw) that
are sc serious until it calls for a "call to arms” in order tc defend
the Faith.

This week I have seen a Preacher turn Christ from the Messiah into
simply a Martyr in order to tell a famlly what it wanted to hear. I
have seen another Preacher turn Christian Liberty into a license to
do anything you want to do in order to satisfy Lukewarm Christians.
And I have wrestled with "Preacher Politics™ that will destroy some
Men's Ministriea because of Personalities and Preferences.

The Christian Faith (The Word *Faith™ here is not referring simply
to Saving Faith but the entire Doctrines of the Christian Life} is
the most important thing in all the world. It determines our
Relationship with God; and should determine our relationship with
man. It is the Foundation of the Christian Religion and if it is
weakened it wWwill endanger everything that is built upon it.

In the next few services I want us to examine this small but
poWwerful Epistle from Jude in order to identify the strategy Satan's
Ministers are using and learn to save ourselves, and others, from
it's deadly influence. : ’

I. JUDE'S SALUTATION vs 1-2 Jude is ildentified by many as the
Brother of Christ who, along With his brother James, became a
believer when he met with Christ following His resurrection. Note
that he identifies himself as a SERVANT (Almost all of the Disciples
used this identification. Why are Christians so anxiocus today toc be
everything in the church except Servanta when Christ said that was
the way to be greatest of all?!?)

Notlice the work of the Trinity in those who the letter was written
to: (1) Sanctified (Set Apart) by the Father. (2) Preserved (Kept)
in the Son. and (3) Called by the Holy Spirit. These are ascme things
that every Christian needs to be aware of: (1) God Saves us for HIS
PURPOSES; not for our Pleasures. He sets us apart for a specific
function in the body of Christ. (2) While I belleve in the
Possibility of Apostasy (Next message), I rest in the Security of the
Son. Thank God, My Salvation does not rest on my feeble efforts but
on His Great Sacrificel (3) It is the Holy Spirit that brings us to
Cod and then indwells us to give us Power to work for God.

Hote also what He wanted to be Multiplied {Continually increased)
in thelr life- <1> Mercy: God had to have Metrcy on ua to bring us His
Crace or His Judgment would have destroyed uslt <2> Peace- with God
because of our standing in Christ. <3> Love- The Love OF God and FOR
God ‘ .

v



I1. JUDE'S EXHORTATION vs 3

A> His Intentien~- "I wanted to write to you of the common
Salvation". He wanted to do something that he thought would‘have'been
beneficial to the Church but God had something else 'in mind. That's
one of the first things a Servant of God learns; to put aside his
pergonal desires and wants in order to accomplish what God ugnts._

1t seems today that many Members {and Ministersl! ) are much more
interested in doing what they think is right than in taking the time
to determine what God really wants them to dos; and, as a resu}t,_
people’s ears are "tickled™ while their hearts grow harder.

B> Hig Inepiration- God changed his Examination of Salvatlion into
an Exhortation to defend the Faith. "To earnestly contend” here méans
to put forth all diligence. God told him that right now the great
Doctrines of the Faith did not need Definition as much as they needed
Defending. Paul said people would be "ever learning and never coming
to the Knowledge of the Truth™ and that day has arrived. The averdge
preacher today can preach any Doctrine he wants from the pulpit and
his people will gladly accept it. The average Christians never
witnesses for Christ at work because he thinks "everyocne has the
right to believe what they want to believe™. Most people who attend
Sunday School regularly cannot name 3 things they learned in 35 the
past year that affected their life or relationships.

How many pecople can follow Peter's command to Be neoduy afwaus 2o
give on arswen o eveny man that askeih gou o neason of the hope Lhot
An An dou with meekness and feoani(I Pet 3:15). Since few pecple know
what they believe it becomes very easy for False Teachers to move in.

ITI. FALSE PREACHER'S TRANSGRESSION ve 4

4> The Way thev Come-~ ""Crept in unawares™ means to "Enter by the
gide door”. They slip into the service of the Lord with all the right
words but, like termités, they begin ta slowly and silently eat away
at the foundation of the Christian Faith. II Cor 11:13-15 Fan
such ane foflse apostles, deceitfull wonkerns, inoanafdonming ihenselves
into the aposifes of Clhruilskt. And no manvelk: fon Satan hwimsefd Ais
tnansfonmed Aintoe an angefl of Lighkt. Thenedone ik is no gneoak Lthing Aifd
his ministens ofiee be inanafonmed os the mivdsiterns of rughkeouwsness;
whose end shoall be acconding e fLhein wonlks.

B> The Warning that they were coming- "Before of old ordained to
this condemnation”. ™Ordained™ here means "to designate™ and refers

to the fact that Prophets of old had written that False Prophets
would come. Since we know they are coming we should be looking for
thems; but few are.

C>» The Wickedness thev Preach- {(Note that Jude calls these
"Ungodly Men™; men without reverential awe toward God. To them God is
a Doctrine to be examined instead of a Deity to be worshippeds; and
the mure they examine the "Doctrine™ the more they transform it into
& means of satisfying the Flesh instead of building the Faith).

a. Turning the Grace of God into Lasciviousness. ™Lasciviocousness"™
means Lo acknowledge no restraints. These men said God's Grace wWas so
great until it actually showed your Faith to live in sin (Rom é&:1)}
Multitudes of pecple today are being taught this very Doctrine that
if vou make a "profession™ of faith when you're 8 ysars old and then
live LIKE and FOR the DEVIL vou'll still be saved because yau said
the "magic words™. ’ ) ‘

k, Denyving the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Chrigk. These
deny that Jesus was the Son of God. They say He was a "Great Man"™ and
"a "Fine Example” but they refuse to acknowledge Him as Lord. There
Religion is built on Principles instead of a Personj and, of course,
their Princirlaes change with every =situation.

Can you face God with the Doctrine you're building your Life on?
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OVERWHELMED ! ¢t SIMPLY OVERWHELMED. The Church voted last Sunday to give
the Pastor a $350.00 a week raise!!! It means more to Paula and I than
we can possibly say but we sure do appreciate it. The Deacons had told
me earlier in the week that they wanted time at the end of our Z:00am
service to present a $25 a week raise to the peaople but when the Church
voted they decided to increase that to $50 a week.

I don’t ever remember being in such a situation before but (as you
will see from the enclosed article) ] felt that God could use this time
to not only inform the people here at Grace about their obligation to
support their Pastor but also use it to help some other Pastors {Video,
Audio, and Printed copies of this message are available}.

It distresses me to see so many of our FWB Pastors that are winning
souls and building their churches have to struggle {and even take on
part time jobs) to make ends meet (I still can’t figure out why

"pastors" that put more emphasis on money than on souls get paid big
time bucks while those who labor in word and doctrine are taken.for
granted and always paid as little as possible). My prayer is that God
will use this article to help many Church examines, and fulfil, their
obligation to their Pastor. _

I guéss T°11 just have to pray that God would give other Churches the
same love and concern that the people here at Grace have. They’re
wonderful people; they allow me to try innovative programs (like "Mine
to WNoon" worship), accept being made a "Grace Volunteer" any time 1
need them, and even eat a lut of hot dogs dur1ng the course of a year
because the Pastor likes Hot Dogs!! Thank God for them.

.y

I normally try to share each month with the regular contributors to
our Butreach Ministry some of the blessings of God on our work so they
will know what their money 15 accomplishing but I thought it might be a
good timé to share it with eéveryone so you can understand some of what
"Grace and Glory” is all about. It is a ministry that operates under

~ the umbrella of the Church and works in close cooperation with the
Church-but is independent from the Church {(in that it receives no funds
- from the Church. It functions solely from the contr:but1qns.of people
who feel they want to help a ministry like this advance the cause of
Christ. I Pray in money, use what [ receive to accomplish the things
Hod has directed me to do, and then pray in more when needed. A1l of
the materials we make available are always free because when we offer
it 1t’s already paid for).
I

Grace Free Will Baptist Church -Nonprofit Organization
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There are ptpsently 3 main BRANCHES to the Ministry:

1. PUBLISHING:

A This MNewsletter is sent to nearly 400 families twice.per month with
information akout the Church and several sermons to help people KNDW
Christ as Saviour and then SHOW Christ in their changed 1ife.

B} 1 write a devotional article each week for the Lake City News and
Post {1 hope very soon that this will be expanded to other area
newspapers) . {This means we’re in the Local paper each week, broadcast
pur llam service live over the local radio station each week, and we’'re
still logoking and praying for a way to be on TV each week. It’11 come;
we just don’t know when or where).

C) 1 have published 12 Bible Study booklets so far and hope to add
several more in the coming year. In the past 2 months alone I have
given away 100-150 of the Revelation booklets plus & number of other
booklets. Several pastors use the notes in these booklets for Wednesday
night Bible studies while a number of people use thém in their personal
Bible study.

2. TAPES:

Audio and Video tapes of our preaching services, special Sunday School
services, and Grace Bible Institute Services have greatly expanded our
outreach. You can receive a free tape of our services {(each tape
contains 2 services) by asking for a specific date or topic or you can
get every Sunday’s services mailed to you on audio tape (to keep) or
video tape (to view and return) by asking to be a regular receiver.

3. HELPS: : :

A) Pastor Aids- 1 have tried, and am trying, to put 25 years of
preaching on computer according to books and topics so that any
preacher that needs help with a particular subject o sermons will be
able to contact me and ocbtain it. I don’t remember a week going by this
year that I haven’t been called on to help some pastor.

B) Grace Bible Institute— A means to help those who have a desire to
discover greater Bible Truths learn what to look for and how to look
for it. So far this semester 15-20 people have taken advantage of the
class room instruction while a number more have "attended"” thru audio
or video tapes.

C) Tracts—- I have purchased a number of tracts this year for people to
distribute, have a number on order right now thHat someone wants to
distribute, and hHope to find time to write up some of my own for
distribution in the near future.

D) Helping Hand Ministry— This ministry is used to lend a "Helping
Hard" to people who are suffering financial or physical problems. The
income is small right now (less than $100 per month) but if you could
see the faces of the people it's helped you’d think it was worth a
million dollars.

God has great opportunities available for us, and it brothers me
tremendously that I don*t have talent enough to use these opportunities
any wiser than I do, but I thank God for each of you that prays and
supports this ministry so that we can contivnwue to reach people for
Christ. 1 hope that a year from now we’ll look back in wonder and
amazement at how God has multiplied this ministry.

Thank Bod for the Wonderful People He’s allowed me to Pastor and the
Satisfying Work He's allowed me toc do. Came visit us this week and see
what’s going on for yourself,. Prescher Mike Pz. I5:11



F’!&ﬁf:[ric3 THE: PQEQIZJKC:PiEEFi T s

1 Tim 5:17-18 Let the aﬁdenb that nuke wete be. counked wanthy of -
douhle honon, especially they who Robon Ain. the wand ond docinine. Fon
the Scnipiune soalih, Thou, Aha&t nok muzze the ox ithat ineadeih ouk

_@he.qann, knd The Labonen As wonthy od hi& newond.

I am Hriting (and Praaching) thls under an. unusual set of

‘circumstances. .Because of our numerous, qutreach ministries 1 am

frequently contacted by Pastars about a, variety of subjects. Recently
gone of the principle themes has. been the poor pay recelved by Free
Will Baptist Pastors. From all the reasearch 1 have been able to do
regarding pay in other denominations, Free Will Baptist Pastors in
this area are on. the bottom of the pay scale (Average. FWB Pasator
receives pay in the $200 dollar range while others seem. to average
from $400-%600 EThe;"Blg“ Churches in town are much more than thisl).

Not only is the Pay low among FWB but the retirement benefits are
non existent. A FWB Pastor who Hasg ordained the night I waa ordalned
was forced to retire due to poor health recently. He draws minimal
Soclal Securlty (Because he drew minimal pay.to pay Social Security
on) and gets around $40. dollars a month from the Conference he
belongs to (Compare that to the fact that I could leave FWB and Join
the Methodist where I could preach exactly the same thing I'm
preaching now and .in 10 years: retire with full pay). '

But you gay,. "You're not in it for the Money”; and I'm not. I have
never asked a church what they pay (simply accepting what was given
to me) and I have never asked a church for a raisej nor do I intend
tol)! While the Lord uses the Church to pay my salary, I am an
employee of God and look tg Him to meet my needs; and He alwayg has,
and I believe He always will (If I began to lcok to the Church for my
salary then I Would begin to preach to please them while now I can
preach to please God). .

With that background 1n mind, let me tell you why 1 picked this
particular Sunday to preach on this subject. Friday Morning durlng my
prayer time 1 remlnded the Lord that when I wrote my Tithe check
Sunday I would have $#3.59 in our checking account (don’t have a
Savings Account). I reminded the Lord that I don't have any hobbies

‘that I spend money on, [ buy small gas efficient cars instead of nice

luxury cars {(can't afford payments, taxes, or insurance on big cars)’,
and the only new furniture we have is a bedroom suite that the Church
gave us last Christmas. Every new suit I°'ve received in.the past 10
vears has been a Christmas Present from a Church or a Parsonal Gift
fraom an ind1v1dual and I -wear my other clothes untill they "Shine"

The Lord heard and anawered because Friday Afternoon .one of the
Deacons called wanting time at the end of this service to give the
Church an opportunity to vote on giving me a ralse. Since they have
already decided on the fact and amcount of the raise that gives me a
chance to bring a message like thia without fear of someone thinking
I am asking for money. ]t also allows me to put this message in the
Newsletter so that some other Pastors may reap benefits from it.

I*'ve shared enough bad things about my finances so let me share
some good things before I get down to Preaching: (1) The Church gave
my Wife and I over %800 in July to go to the National Association in
Tampa. (2) The Church put a $5000 dollar. garage on the Parsonage this
year that I gain almost all the benefit from. (3) I was visiting
someone recently and they gave me $200 to enable me to go to the

. boctor. (4) My problem, is not B8tarving to death but how to keep from

gaining any more weigbt!



PRIHCIPLES IN PAYING YOUR PASTDR.
1. & ] E il )
5 2 Feed the 6£ock oﬁ God wh&ch i& amang you, tathg tha ovenaight
theneof, nok by consinaint, buk wiflingfly; noik fon $ilihy Quche, buk
of o neoady mincd. Money should never be a Pastor's Motlve.

2. 4 agtc ! 3 ‘ 1

about Debt~ I Tim 5 17. If he is extravagant and wasteful then he
should reap the results of his own carelessness but a Pastor who puts
his life into the work should not have toc worry about'a livelihood. A
Pastor who 1abors in Doctrine should not have to incur Debtt

3. ' - . : II Cor 8:13-15
Fonn 1 mean mok thut oxhan men be eu»ed, and ue bundzned Bui by on
equality, ithat now ot this iime youn obundonce may be a supply 4faon
thein wanit, thoxX ihedin abundonce ofso may be a supply 4o Youn wonk:
that thene may be equolity: As At Ais wndtien, He thait hod gothened
much hod nokthing oven; and he that had goihened fitife had mo Rack.
‘Some Suggestions- Find what you think is the Average Income for the
Congregation arnd pay the Pastor that.

-—Average the Deacon’'s Salarles and pay that (Compare "Apples to
Apples™. If you use the Deacon's take home pay then make that the
Preacher's take home pay. The value of the Parsonage 1s alwaysz used
as an excuse to pay a Preacher poorly but remember that he is in fact
a "renter” and when he leaves the Church the Parsonage stayst).

+==It might even be possible to find the average salary of the other
churches of comparable size in your area and use that.

(Whatever criteria you use, the Deacons should have some sort of
automatic annual review of the Pastor's Salary each year and make any
needed recommendations?).

4. Realize that it's wrone to expect God to use others to make up for
yvoyr unconcern- II Cor 11:¢ 8=9 1 nobbed othen chunches, toaking wages
of them, to do you senvice. And when 1 was pnesent with vou, ond
wanted, T was chongeabfe 1o no man: fon Lhat which woes Rocking Lo me
the brnethoerm which came {nom Macedonla supplied: ond in afR things 1
have kept muself £nom being bundevwome unkto you, and s0 WIRR 1 keep

muyself .
S ce t fact t 1 h i ' e a a
way thev have dealt with God's gservant, I Cor 9:13-14 Do ye mok know

thot they which ministen aboux ithe hofly things 24ive of the things of
the temple? and they which wodii at the oftion ane poantokens with the
altan? Bven o hoith Lhe Lond ondoined thot they which pneach the
gaspel shoulld Zive of the gospell. I fear that many Church members
Will hang their heades in disggrace when God shows them how carelessly
they have dealt with his servants. Fastor's "take it"™ because of
their love for God and People and many members sesm to think they can
do as they please but one day God will expose their actions and
attitudea for what they really are.

A Fastor is called on to live where God c¢alls him; be on call 24
hours a day, 7 days a wWeek; attend social and family functions as a
representative of the Church;i "raise the dead, comfort the broken
hearted, mature the saints”; and then figure cut where Cain’'s wife
came from to satisfy someone who wants him to do something in his
"gpare™ time. He is not 1n a Profession to be Paid but in a Ministry
to be Hgnored. The Church can determine toc pay him as.little as
possible while expecting the maximum from him or the Church can
determine to 1ift every burden they can from his shoulders in order
that he might do his best in the miniastry God has called him to. You
must determine if the "Laborer is worthy of his reward™.



WRONG WA.Y;S TR

Jude 11-16

Once while talking Hith my Wife I got on the Wrong slde of a 4 lane
road and almost wrecked. I was busy explaining to my wife how right I
wag when I saw a car coming directly for me and reallzed that excuses
Will not stop a carlt Jude ends the negative part of his letter with
this same admonition- Don't let these false teachers lead you down
the wrong road to destruction. He identifiem the direction they are
taking, the conduct they exhlbit, and the character they develop.
What we need to see. today 18 that we live iIn a land that 1s following
false -teachers ilnto .destruction and wWe need to beware of them to save
curselves and our families.

I. THEIR COURSE vs 11 Woe unio ithem! fon they have gone Ain the way
of Cain, and non gneedly afien ihe ruion of Bakaam fon newond, and
pervished An dthe. goainsowing of Cone.

A) The WOE of their courge- It is a course that will end in death
and destruction for themselves and everyone who travels wWith them.

B> The WAY of their courge- Gone, Ran, Perished- All words that
indlicate a direction of life that affecte thelr destiny. 3
"Rellglous” fallures are listed:
~THE WAY OF CAIN- Cain was a "Relligious™ Man who believed in A God,
and In A "Rellgion™ but after his own willl. He rejected redemption by
the Blood; instead chooeling teo give God HIS BEST instead of what God
Required. He put WORKS OVER THE WORD. Like Multitudes today who when
asked if they are paved will point to some work instead of Faith.

He ended up by killing hls own brother and then shrugging 1t off to
God with the statement, "Am I my Brother's Keeper?”
~THE ERROR OF BALAAM- Balaam put WEALTH OVER THE WORD and ended up
corrupting a natlon before being killed himself. He wanted to curse
Israel for Reward and even when God said "No™ he still persisted 1n
seeking aome wWay to make the money. After trying 3 times unsuccess-
fully to Curse the People he. then led in Corrupting them. He felt it
uwas perfectly find ta "Profit as a Prophet” (This is not always
Money; sometimes it's popularity or applause). Balaam was one who
thought it's alright to "Tickle Men's ears"” .as long as they tithel

But how many of US put a Check above the Church? Or Compromise our
Morals if it means more Money? Preacher and Layman alike need to
. remember the Love of money Lo dhe nook of ol evil: which whifle some

coveled afien, Lthey have ermed {£fnom the {foiih, and pilenced thembsellves
thnough with mony sornows (1 Tim 6:10).

-THE GAINSAYING OF CORE- Korah put HIS WAY OVER THE WORD by denlal af
tha authority af Moses as God's chosen spokesman; and then tried to
replace Aaron as High Priest. These were areas of:

A) Rebelllon- All are Holy, why should Moees rule? (Moses' anawer,
"God will show who is Hig"). Jude is telling his readers that the men
about whom he is warning them will be people of influence and
position; they wWill be men of strength and seeming character.

B) Pride- Why should Aaron be High Priest? Is he any better than we
are? (This was when God gave Aaron's Rod that Budded).

Korah & the Rebellious Levitles were swallowed by the earth. Hia
Followeras were destroyved by Fire.

How many of US put what We WANT over the l«HZ}FtlZ)“2 If one preacher
doesn't tell us what we want we'll "Church shop™ until we flnd one
that does. We refuse to accept our place in the Body of Christ
bkecause we'll never be an "elbow"™ 1f aomeone else is a "Hand™.
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I11. THEIR CONDITION- vs 12-%3
A) Spgts- Coming from a Greek word meaning "hidden rocks™ ‘and thus
a danger to the ahip by the time they werelapottad.e ;e
' 1; Fellowshipping with You~ They deslre 'to appear “rellglous but
there 1s mo Commitment to.eithar Christ or' His Work. -
2. Fearless in their sin- Hard conacience "Pretenders at the

party”!! They are able to listen to the Word oF God's pponouncements
upon sin and 1gnore 1t = appllcation to them.
B) Clouds . b

1. Without Water- Promise without Fulfillmentl
2. Wind driven~ changing directions with the "wind™ there is no
stability in their life or in their teaching.
C) Trees
1. Withered Fruit- no nourlahment. Wasted away
2. Without Frult- Twice dead! {See John 15: where a branch that
did produce fruit and then stopped was cut off and cast into the
fire. '
D) Waves Co -
1. Raglng~ destructive "Wild, filerce, untamed"”
2. Foaming out Shame- people ses results of their untamed spirit
In their life. ‘ : :
E) Stars
1. Wandering- without purpose
- 2. Darkened- without 1ight; or lifel - '

II1. THEIR CHARACTER~ vs 16 These are some charatcteristics to look
for in the Preachers and Puplla of False Doctrines. t

A> Murmyrers- One who discontentedly complains (The word used for
the "cooing of doves” and as such refers to an undertone instead of
an outspoken accusation). When a man gets out of touch with God one
of the first things he does is murmur about his master.

B) Complaingrs- To find fault with their™lot™” in life.

c Ssl£;gh__ualk;nzua£&an_gun_lu§;§. Guided bv the flesh

caterlng to personalltles For sake of advantage.

Jude says "Woe unto theml“— an interjection of denunclation or
desolation. Don't let them mislead you. The fastest growming religion
in America today is Islam. Cults are sweeping the country. Mainline
Denominations are becoming simply soclal clubs that cater to anything
a man wants to do. Find a Church that Preaches and Practices the
Truth and stick to it with all your haart.
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I told the Church that we were PROGRAMS: Have we got Christmas
not going to allow the world to _Programs this .yearl!! Some Tor

"steal” Christmas from us this
year so we’re doing all we can
to create a Christmas Attitude
and Atmosphere here at Grace.

DECORATIONS: It’s beginning to
look a lot like Christmas
because of the wobrk of the
Ladies Auxiliary. They did a
marvelous job of decorating the
Church during the Thanksgiving
season and now they're at it
again! Mrs Mar jorie HMcAllister
is in Charge and she plans to
make ocur Church one of .the most
attractive Churches in Lake City

every age and inclination:
Thureday, Dec 21— The Beginners

will present "The Christmas
Story" (Directed by Hope Frye)
and the Juniors will present

“"Baa Baa Bethlehem"
Kathy Lewis).

{(Directed by

Sundavy, Dec 24— The Teens
Program f(directed by Ronanne
Young) will be presented at Yaa
while the Adult Cantata
{(directed by Todd Mewell and
Anne Thigpen}) will be present

.during the llam Service.

More about all of these later.

during this Christmas season. They’re goocd and I hope you carni
Several things will help come see them.
accomplish this: o ands of course, there will be
Each of the Sunday School REFRESHMENTS:: Doughnuts and
Classes is going  to . . Cookies Dec 3,
decorate their Class Breakfast Cassercles
Bulletin Board . with a (‘1 Dec 10, Grits and Eggs
Special Christmas . l[)“ rTrEhfi Dec 17y and Finger focod
Message and -  Susan Py \J\ on Dec 24,
Gpring and Mary Knight fp But we haven't
will decorate the . forgotten the '"resson
bulletin boards in the for the Season”. All of
hall and Fellowship building. the MEEEAGES in December will be
POINSETTIAS: Again this vyear, about the Meaning and Message of

manty of the Church families are
purchasing a Poinsettia to
decorate the Church during the
Christmas Season (They get to
take them home after the
Christmas Eve Services). 1%
really helps set the atmosphere.

—

. Christ’®s

Birth— Why Mary, Why
Bethlehem, Why 400 vyears after
Malachi, etc.

Christmas is guoing
CHRISTMAS at Grace this
Hope you can join us.
Preacher Mike

to be
YEAT .

A little Church with a

BIG VISION U

Grace FWB Church
P 0O Box 1Q0G3
Lake City, SC 29540
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THE LDRDfs_LEADERsHIP
Acts 12:-

This Chapter shows usz many things about how God handles saome
difficult mituationa. It raises many questions as we confirm again
that God s fhoughis afRe nok youwn thoughts, nelihean one gyoun ways my
way, sodlih the Lond. Fon os Ahe heavens ane highen than the eonth, »c
ane my wauws highen than youwn waus, and my thoughis than ygoun thoughis
(Is 5G:8-9). Several perplexing gquestions are raised that have
practical applications. _

1. Why did God allow James to be killed by Herod and yvet dslivered
Peter?? (Why iz one person healed of a disease while it proves fatal
to another? Why is one person miraculous delivered from an accident
while .another dies in a "simple”™ accidsnt?)

2. Why did God allow the Keepers of the Jail to be killed for
something He did (18-19)? (Why is it a sin to lust after a woman when
that'as pant of the physical make up of a man given by God? Why does
Sin produce such "Pleasure”™ and Salvation produce such "Pain”?).

3. Why wasn't Herod killed at the beginning of the chapter instead of
the end, when so manyv other people’s lives could have been saved?
(Why doesn’t God Judge Sin Immediately? Why do the wicked seem to
prosper in their wickednessa while the Saints struggles to survive?).
4. Why did God wait until the night before Peter wnas to be executed
to deliver him? (&) (Why does God put such a premium on Patience? Why
do me spend 2o much time "waiting and worrylng" whan God already
knows what the outcome will be?). :

5. Why did the angel have to "Smote™ (To give a blow with the hand or
fiat) Peter to awaken him? (7)) {(Sometimea I wonder if God couldn't
get my attention a little easier than He doea!)

Notice hew God led Peter:

A) He sent someone to hely him- We look for “Hiracles" instead of
men., :

B) He gave detailed ingtruation to Patenr

2. Arise up quickly-~-vs 7

b. Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals-- vs 8

¢c. Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me-- vg S8

L) God delivered him in spite of the "Unbelief™ of Peter (2) -and
the Praying Church (15-16). '

D) The Angel led Peter until he thought Peter could find hip own
way and then he left him (10). .

E) Peter then went to Jochn Mark's house after he "Conaidered” what
to do (12)

F) After talklng with the Church, Peter felt it safer to move to
another unnamed place; AFTER HE HAD JUST BEEN DELIVERED FROM JAIL!
Note the Effect of all this
- va 24 "The Word of God grew and Hultlpllad“

- vs 2% John Mark went with Barnabas and Paul to Antioch {Where he
wWwould eventually go with them on their missionary Jjourney, turn back,
cause the dissoclution of the Barnabas-Paul team, and finally be
recognized as helpful to the ministry by Paul just before he died).

If you are questioning "WHY" God is doing things the way He is
today then réalize afresh that HE IS GOD arid MAKES NO MISTAKES.

If vou are in a Difficult situation and think there is no hope; you
need to realize that God has a Way out for you. lLoock for His
leadership and ACCEPT HIS WAY. .



Thank God For Wh=tc He H=a:isn "t Donaes

There are "Standout Moments™ 1in everyone’'s life. One of t?ese
moments happened to me when I Was a young boy helping put tin on a
new shed Dad was building. Dad ran out of nails and sent me down to
get some. Az [ was returning up the ladder the piece of tin Dad was
about to nall slipped and when I stuck my head up over the eve the
tin was bearing down on me. I "hobbed™ right back down and the tin
rubbed the top of my head at it went by. Had I been a half second
slower in ducking my head I would have been killed or seriously'cut
by the tin. That's one time T Thank God for something that didn t
happen to mell ' o _

An "Anonymous® wWriter pinned a poem that described asimilar fealings

We thank you, Father, for the Care that did not come to try us,
The burden that we did not bear, the trouble that passed Ly us,
The task we did not fail to do, The hurtas we did not cherish,.
The friend who did not prove untrue, The Joy that did not perish.
e thank You for the dart unsped, the bitter word unspoken,

The Grave unmade, the tear unshed, the heart-tie still unbroken

During the Thanksglving Season wWe generally try to make time to
Thank God for all the things He has done for us. We will have such a
time during our annual PRAISE SERVICE on the Wednesday Night before
Thanksgivingj; and it is generally one of the best services of the
year. But I want us today tc look at the other side of the ccins and
see some of the things God HASN'T DONE for us and see why we should
be Thankful for those things. ' :

1. I Thank God He does NOT Love me Less When My Circumstances Change
Rom 8:35-39 Who shoflll sepanaie ws fnom the fove of Chuiat? sholll
rilbukoiion, on disiness, on perwecution, on foamine, on nakedness, on
perul, on swond? As Ak e wrliien, Fon thy soke we ane killed afR the
doy Rong; we ane occounted as sheep fon the asfaughien. May, Ain ol
these things we ore mone than congquencrw thnough him thaxt Roved us.
Fon 1 om perwuaded, that melthen death, non Ride, won angefls, non
pruincipofitiecs, non powens, non ihings pnesent, mnon ihings o come,
Mon heighi, non depih, non ong othen cneatune, shofil be able %o
seponoke us gnom fthe Rove of God, which s In Chnist Jesius oun Lond.

= st deve , AL e ard our Prc - Matthew
Henry wrote in his diary dne day after being robbed, "Let me be
thankful first because I Was never robbed before; second, although
they took my wallet, they did not take my life; third, because,
although they toock my all, it was not much; and fourth, because it
was I who was robbed, not I who robbed.” This is the kind of attitude
that Thanksgiving is all about} Thankegiving comes not from what you
have in your pocket but from what you have in yocur Heartl

I believe that God HAS the answer and God IS the Anawer to every
problem I have. He may not lessen the pain, or even change the
problem, but' I can always come back to the focal polnt of His Love
for me and find strength to endure and guidance toc prevail.

e must develop the Proper Pergpective of our Situation-~ I thank
God at Thanksgiving I'm not a Turkey!l We develop "TUNNEL VISION"™
instead of TRUSTFUL VISION and see only the Problem instead of our
Part in the Plan of God. This brings about Doubt, Despair, and
Dinscocuragement instead of Praver, Praise, and Participation.’

I THANK GOD HE DOESN'T CHANGE EVEN IF CIRCUMSTANCE DO.

. AL S ofl= Rals he ope A 2 de 5 . o ~ b o 5




I1. I Thank God He has. NOT Given Ua the Spirit. of Fear--11 Timothy
1:7 Fon God hath met glven us the LRt of fean;: buxt of powen, and
of Love, and of o sound mind.

Al l“dga;;_ﬁgan_mz_SQLQQEignr I am in the Hand of God (Jn 10:28)
and, although I can Walk out on my own, there iz na power in Heaven
or Earth that can force me out. God attempts to correct my mistakes
and Ea chagtens my sinsj but my Salvation gatanding with Him rests,
not in my ability or lack thereof, but in the sinless sacrifice of
Christ, . o

B> I don't fasr £o Serve God-~ The "One Talented™ man. in Matt 26
said he was afraid so he went and hid his talent. Many Christians
today are doing the same thing. They seam to fear criticism for Doing
something above Condemnation for not using their ability!) The body
of Christ today is "crippled” by people more concerned with Pride
than Performance. ['d rather make a mistake for God than be Perfect

for the devilll..

I11, I Thank God He Hath NOT Dealt With me According to my Sina-~-
Pealms 103:10 He hath wmot deolt wiith us afien ocun sive; non newanded
ws acconding Lo oun Ainiguities.

A. DRealt with Jesusg ipngtead.- Ieaiah 53:5-6 Bui -he was wounded fon
oun fnevsgriessdions, he wos bnulsed fon cun Jvndlgquities: the .
chasi isement of oun peace wos upon kim; oand with his sinipes we dne
heofled. AL8 we Rike sheep have gone astnoy; we have twrned eveny one
o his own way; and the laond hoth Laid on him the JAvlgquity of we aff.

B. &n Act of Pure Grace- Eph 2:8,7 Fon. by gnece one ye soved
thnough fodith; and thot not of yourseffves) At Ais the aift of God.
Thot Ain the ages 4o come he might shew the excreding niches of his
gnace JAn his kindness towond us thnough Chriisk. Jesus .

I1f God would have given me Justice Hell wWould have besn my haome. I
thank God for Hle Grace and His Mercy. If God would have saved me and
made me an abject slave I still would have needed to Pralse Him every
days; But God not only saved me, He made me a Child of God wWwith an
inheritance in Heaven. Praise the Lordi C

IVv. I Thank God He Hath NOT Appointed Us To Wrath--I Thessalonians
5:9 Fon God hath not appointed ws Lo wnoth, buk o cbiodin salvaiion
oy oun Lond Jesus Chruisk, . .

. The. Wrath. spoken of here is the Wrath of God that .will come& upon a
Christ rejectinz world during the Tribulation. God.will "Snatch us™
{Rapture) away from this coming destruction. When I .read in
Revelaticn about glant Hall stones, water turning to blood, men
secking death and not finding 1t, and all the other tribulation that
®ill come on a Chriat rejecting world I'm more thankful than ever
that I'm sheltered in the "ROCK" Jesus.

I‘m Thankful (1) God's Love Doesn’'t Change, (2) God has not given
me the spirit of fear, (3) God has not degalt with me as my sins
deserved, and (4) God has promised I wWouldn't be partaker of the
wrath to come. No wonder I enjoy Thanksgiving sc much!

. How about YOU?? Do you Fear Life becauge you have rejected His
Lordship and lLeadership in order to live like you want. Do you fear
baath because you have rejected the Salvation given in His Son and as
a rasult are Troubled instead of Thankful?? God's "Thanksgiving
Feast"™ i1s ready. He's Wwaiting on you to accept His invitationm.



C:ldCJESEifﬁ I)CJCJF?ES

Rev 3:8 1 know thy warjes : behoﬂd, 1 have sei peﬁqne thee ant open
and no’ man can shuk AL

ggsné 20 BehoRd, 1 stond at the doon, and knock: Aif an? man heaﬁ muy

voice, ond open the doon, 1 wilkR come An xo him, and wifll sup wilih

him, ond he with me. ' )

One of the things 1-have had to get used to In recent years 1s
locked doorsl! For years and years I unlocked the door to tpe
parsonage when I Went to the Church first thing in the morning an?
then locked it again as wWe went to bed at night. Now it must remailn
locked most of the time and it's difflcult for me to get used Fo 1?
(I 8till bang into it regularlyl). That same type situation exist in
our Christian lives. God has doors that are opened for us and wWe can
freely go and come; and then for some reason the door must be closed.
I want us today to look at some of the open doore God has and WALK
THRU THEM, and then see aome of the doors God haes closed and LEARN
FROM THEM.

I> THE DOORS GOD OPENED '

A) The Dgor of Access tgo Ggd- The Door to the Holy of Holies (Where
the Glory of God dwelt) was closed until Christ died on the Cross.
Then God tore it in twoj from top to bottom, to show us that God will
make 4 way for man to fellowship with Him. '

B) The Door of Resurrection- Matt 28:2 And, behoftd, thene was a
gneat eaonthquake: fon the angel of the Lond descended {nom heaven,
ond came and noflfed back the stovie {nom the doon, and sakt upom AL,
The door to the Tomb was closed and sealed and, yet, God brought
Jesus- forth. Then God commanded the Angel to open the Door. The door
“as not opened to let Jesus out but to allow men to see that he had
conquored death. Death is our greatest enemy; if Christ can conguor
that then there is nolproblem'He can't congquor.

C) The Dogor of Serv vice- I Cor 16:9 Fan a gneax doon and effectual
is opened unko me, ond dhene ane mony advensoruics .

1. Satisfying Service- Pa 84:10 Fon a day Ain thy counds e beiien
then o Lhousand. 1 had nathen be a doonkeepen Ain the house of my God,
than 1o cdwell in the tents of wickedness .

2. God has the ability to open doora that vyou thought were
impossible to open (But you must use be Wwilling to walk thru when God
opens the door}). I have seen God open Doors to free Radio time, Free

Newspaper time, and a multitude of ministries. “Doors"™ are not a
rroblem for a Doert

God has opened the Door to His Fresence, shown hig Power to
overcome any of our Problems, and lets us know that He can open any
door to help us be Productive. The Doors are Open; but they do no
good unless you're wWilling to go thru them.



II1. THE DOORS GOD SHUT

4) The Door of Service~ Doors of opportunity can change to *trap
doors”™ when misused- Bakker. How many Christians have an opportunity
to do ?qnething great for God and allow the door.to close; never to
recpen!

B) The Door of Speaking- Ps 141:3 Door of lips- Sei a wakch, 0

Lond, befdone my moukh: keep the doon of my Rips.. May we allow God to
Shut the door of ocur lips when Gossip would come out and open them
wide when the Gospel would come forth..

C)tThg Dogr of Sugg;igagigg;lhatﬁ é:é The . Door. to ybur Prayer

Clogét'is'supposed to be shut. When you start praying to impress men
thep God begins to tune you out (But, Remember, Géd 12 willing to
open this door to someone who will conasistently knock on it- Matt
7:7).

D) The Door of ﬁgivatigg— The door to the ark shows us that God's

Patiences will finally come to an end when we ignore His warnings.
When Noah, his family, and the animals finally wWere aboard the ark
the LORD shut the door and noone could open it. No man can come to
the Father unlesa the Splrlt draw him. What an awful thing it would
be to have God close that door and send them sinomg deflusien, that
they should beRieve a £ie; ihot they ol might be dammed who believed
nok the 4dnuith;: buk had peasune .in unwighteousniess (II Thess 2:11-
12).

E} The door of Spiritlesenegs~ The dgor was cloaed to the virgina

Wwithout o0il (Matt 2%5). This shows us God won’'t let us in even if we
look good but aren't born again. It's not our dutward look but our
inward heart that produces the light for God: to see.

John 10:9 1 am khe'dqon; by me Af anu mdn enten .in, he ahoflf be
saved, and sholl go An ond ouk, ond £.ind pastune.

Jesus Stands at the closed door of your heart and asks to come in.The
door Lo the Ladiocean church with Chrigt ocutside showa us that we
must let Christ in if we are to be saved. Will you open to Him

today??
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v What a. GREAT CHRISTI"IAS SEASDN so far!t'The Lord has
Rk- eally been good to us as we prepare to celebrate the
g ﬁ ‘Birthday of His: Son. What a wonderful thing to go to
someone else’s Birthday Party and you get the gifts!!

MEW MEMBERS: We are very happy to WELCOME into.the Fellowship of the
Church- 0.Z. and Leila Thrasher; Sammy, Kay, Russel, and Sammy, Jr.
Matthews; and Janice Runion and Debbie Mack. We are-glad they decided
to become a part of the growing family here at Grace and we look
forward to them doing a great work for .the Lord here. - =

CHRISTMAS GIFT- The Church really surprised Paula and I e g
this past Sunday. At the end of the seérvice they pres‘ente‘d usg - R
a check for %1300 for a Chrlstmas Present! i+t He had" no idea thEy were
collecting it (The Church gave $300 and members contributed the rest)
and it left the Pastor speechless (Which was a miracle in itselfi).

I had no idea they were doing this so on the same' day they collected
thig Christmas present 1 had scheduled a special offering for one of
our sick members (We received %738 for: the Dennis 'Lowder Family) and
our normal offering for the- 'day: was over $700! ! 'Sgmatimes I just have
to marvel at the sacr1f1ces my members are H‘Llllﬂg to make. '

- Ahd, Just Think; they’'re ¢till over a week left
: antil Christhas! I hupe you can Joln us for
¥ amthese SPECIAL SERVEICES:
": Sunday, Dec. 17: Grits and'. Eggs Breakfast
: Y BYfollowing First Service.
Thurs ay, Dec 21 F‘rlmary and Jdunior Chr;stmas Play ('7 Bme)
Sunday s Dec 243 .
Fam- Teen C‘hr1stmas Play tFlnger Food Fellowshlp after)

1lam— Adult Cantata {We will also receive our annual "White .
Christmas" Bffering on this day. This offering goes to help with any
building projects the Church needs during the year— fAs an example, we
had EVERY parking space at the Church filled Sunday and several cars
thad to park on the grass. Due to the rain, they became stuck and had to
be assisted out. We’re looking at paving the rest of cur land on
Lawrence S§t. to provide additionsal parking}. -
Sundays Peg 31 "Watch Nite Service" (7-9pm) Spec1a1 S1ngers (Asaro
Famil from Darlington) and a Soup Supper to follow the service.

LY Pavla and I wish each and every one of you .the best Christmas
{ZIFIge | ever. I can hardly wait for 1990 and see what the Lord has
'Far us. Hope you’ll get the chance to share it with us here at Grace.

Grace Free Will Bapust Church | ' Nonprofit Drganization
P O Box 1003 Lake City,SC 29560 . Us Post.age PAID Permit #§




MARY "S MOTHER

Haf she dead?? Was she uncaring and unconcernad? Or was she one of
the "unsung multitude™ that wateh friends or family become famous
while they labor in obscurity? We really have no way of knowing
bacause the Scriptures are completely silent on the subject of Mary's
Mother. We don't know her name, her family background, or anything
about her character (In case you're interested, we also know nothing
apout Mary*s Father except his name (Heli) and that only becauss Luke
lists the genealcgy of Mary when Jesus began his ministry).

Whatever Lhe reasonsg, we do know that when Mary was told by the
angel that she would be the mother of the Chrigt child she
immediately went to see her cousin Elisabeth wmith the pood news
instead of going te tell her mother. And when these two mothers-to-
be of divinely predicted children met the baby lear in the wWwomb of
Elisabeth and she was filled with the Holy Ghost while Mary uttered
her marvelous Magnificat.

We don't know aboubt Mary's Mother but we do know that God alwayvs
provides Friends or Family for those who do His work (Mark 10:28-
302. If God has called vou to a difficult task thi= Christmas season
remember that even if family forgakes you, God doesn’'t., Somewhere
there’'s an "Elisabeth”™ that shares your Hurt and your Heart.

JOSEPH, THE FATHER

One of the most forgotten figures of the Christmas Story is Joseph.
Ask almost anyone about the Christmas story and they will tell vou
about Mary, the Shepherds, the Wige Men, and the Angels but seldom,
if ever, will they remember to mention Joseph. Yet, this "forgotten
Hero” played a tremendcously lmportant part in the early years of
Jesus (He evidently died between the time Jesus was 12 and 30 because
nothing 1s said of him during Jesus*® Ministry>).

He didn*t have an easy marriage. He knew the pain of being a
"social outcast™- While he and Mary knew that Jesus was conceived cof
the Holy Spirit, the small town of Nazareth was a buz= with gossip.
He knew what it meant to fate unemployment and homelessness since he
had to lesave his job in Nazareth just before Jesus was born and move
to Bethlehem. He could not find lodging there sa Jesus had to be born
in a Stable- away from family and doctors and help (1 can almost see
Mary's face as she looked up from the pain of birth to see Joserh
wrapping her new born son in the clothes used to wipe down animalst).

Saveral years later, when Joseph was finally getting bLack on his
feet, he again had to make a sudden move to escape Herod*s sword. So
he and Mary had been married several years before he could return to
Nazareth and live a "normal" life. There he instilled in Jesus the
religious principles a Jewish father was commanded tc teach his child
{Carrlied him tc the temple each year and instilled a "habit™ of
church attendance in him (Lu 43:1&3?. Thia meant that when Jesus hegan
his ministry he was wWell instructed in the Word of God sc he could
withetand Satan'e temptations as well as the wiles of the Pharlisees.

Joseph ralsed a big family (% boys and some girls—~ Matt 132:54-56)
on a small town carpenter's salary so he knew how to "make ends
meet” . He also knew about family disputes {none of Jesus' brothers
believed on him until after his Resurrection). But through it all
Joseph shows us that God can take ordinary peoples and use them in
extraordinary wayve if they will simply put themsaelves at God’s
disposal. Remember Jossph this Christmas.



SAINTS AND SINNERS

JUD 1:122-23 And of some hoave compassion, makinag o diffdenence: Anad
okherns soave with fean, puwlling them cuk of the £.ine; haiing even ihe
gorument spoited by the {fRash.

Jude has been detailing the unriphtecus Beliefs and Behavior of
those who wWwere attempting to destroy the "Faith™ of the Church. He
has sghown how dangerocus such a system of bellef is and warned the
people akout belng taken in by it. He then gave some exhortations to
the people to help their own Christian Growth. Now he wants to end
his letter by showing how to deal with Saints that have fallen and
Sinners who have never accepted Christ as saviour.

I. FAITHFULLY DEAL HWITH SOME: (This would be Christian Brothers who
are belng, or have been, led astray by False doctrine)

A) Have Compagsion- 5how Love. Paul told the Corinthians that
"Knowledge Puffs up but Love Builds up™. We can allow our FPride in
our "guperior Knowledge” to destroy those who we say we love bubt when
we do 50 We must remember I Cor B:13 Buit when ye boin so againsdt Lhy
bnetherm, and wound thein weak covnecience, we .bin ogainet Chruist.

What does Love do? 1) Love calls for Commitment
2} Love Chastens in order to produce Fruitfulness.

B> Make a Dlfference = "Who are in Doubt"™. Thease False Doctrines
had caused these Christians to begin to Doubts God's Word and God's
Way. They were at a serious crose road in their life~ one way would
take them Into the "wilderness of sin"™ to wander and die3 the other
way would take them to the promised land with the Lord. How can we
"make a Difference”™ in their doubts?? (We must learn to distinguish
between the False Teachers who ware deliberating leading wrong and
the "Followers™., We are not to cast our "pearls before swine”™ bLut we
are to attempt to enlighten those whose eyes are growing dim with
doubts).

1. Restore the Authority of the Bible~Faith comes from hearing
the word of God.

a. They had begun to put the Teacher above the "Teachings™ of
the Bible and, as a result, Differing Doctrines produced doubt in
their life. (You can’'t build 1f the foundation is unstable).

bE. Sin keeps us from the word or the word keasps us from sin!
Notice that these false teachers were pushing "Liberty” to sin as the
flegsh desired. When you dig up the “plant™ of doubt you'll fine sin
ag it’'s tap rootl)

2. Renew their Dedication to the lLord and Higs Service-They had to
be brought back to the path of Faith and Faithfulness. It's not
enough to expose the problem. Corrective action must be taken.
REPENTANCE over the wrong Road: they have takenj3 REDEDICATION to the
Lord’s Will and Way; and a RETURN to their work in the Body of Christ

II1. FEAR DEALING HITH SOME: (Thies is Sinners who are falling into the
Fire of Hell)

A) Fear of their Destruction- We must hate the sin but love the
sinner! Hell iz Hot and Long. We are Watchmen to warn of the wrath to
come. EVERY PERSON who does not accept Chriast as Saviour wWill be
condemned. We must have CONCERN if they are to be Converted.

B) Fear of their Coptamination- "Garments spotted with flesh™

1. They may contaminate us if we "get in the ditch™ with them.
2. They may destroy others as well as themselves if they continue
in their sins (Drug dealers, Assaults, etc).

Do you have compassion for those who are being lad asgtray?
Do you Warn and Witness to the Lost?
Have vou trusted Christ as your personal Saviour??



C}CJI)"ES ABILITY AND ADORATION

Jude é}oses his book by showing that there is no reason to turn
from God; He has the ability to keep vou and He is worthy ot all our
Adoration. ¥You don't need a new Doctrine; you need a new Devotlon to
Godt. _

I. GOD'S ABILITY~ JUD 1:24 Now unitoe him thak Ai» obffle ko keep you fnom
faRZing, and Lo pnesenkt gou fdauvliftess befone Lhe prnesence of his
glong with exeoeedling 4oy,

L) To Prevent Falling ("Sure-~footed” "Withput Stumbling"”?

1. Because we're His Possession- Ps 4:3 the Lond kaih sekt apont
him fthat Le godfy fon himsefld: .

2. Because ue're Prized by God- Zech 2:8 he thokt foucheth wou
touchetbh Lhe apple of hWis eyn,

3. Because we're Protected by God- II Pet 2:2 Buk we ane a chosaen
gemenatliorn, o noyolk pniesthood, an hely notion, o peculion pecples
The word Feculiar here m=ang “encircled”™ or "Surrounded” and showsg
how God protects us from being overcome by Temptations (I Cor 10:13
Thane hath ne tempiation taken ypu buk such os Ls common o mow: buk
God Ae foithful ., who wifll noit suffen you o be xewmprhed above thak we
ane abfe; bul will wiith the Lempiotion aflse moke a woy Lo escape,
ihoit de moy be ablle o beon Ak, ) and Trials (I Pet 1:7 Thok fhe dnmiaf
of woun faith, being much mone pneciocus ktham of gold thak penishexh,
though A4 be rded with £4ine, mighkt be found unto pnadse omdad henoun
and glony ok Lhe oppewting of Jesus Chnleak:)

Remember the young boy walking on the icy path with his father. As
long as he held his Father's hand he was alright but aa =oon as he
let go he would fall. In the same wWway, when we try to "hold out™ on
sur own wWwe end up falling flat on our face. We don't HOLD QUT; we
HOLD OM!! Co

B) To Present Fauyltlesg ("Without any shortcoming™)

1. Because of God’"s Provision- the Blood; Not Effort or
Enlightenment. CQur standing before Him is not based on cur
"smartness™ or cur Strength but on His Sacrificel

2. Because of God’s Pomer: The Holy Spirit that makes our body
His temple will guide us, convict us of gin, and empower us for
service,

Il1. GOD*S ADORATION~ JUD 1:25 To ithe orfly wise God oun Savdoun, be
alony ond madesity, domivion and powen, bokh wow and cven. Amewn.
We are to adore God:

A) As God and as Saviour-= COnly HE <ould be our Saviour

B) As King of Kings~ Glory and Majesty '

C) As Lord of Lords- Dominion and Fower

D> As Eternal God- BOTH now and ever. ' ,

Thieg Adoration will show itself in a Dedlcated life and a Holy
Life. You show God He is worthy of vour Service by Serving Him. You
show God you Love Him by keeping His Commandmentas (Jn 143155,

Are you Trusting ln God's Ability to Keep you? Are you Actively
Adoring Him with your Service? g .



KEKNOWNING CHRIST

We have been talking about the necessaity of Fruit in the life of a
Christian. The Primary regquirement of bearing Fruit i1s Abiding in the
Vine. We abide in the Vine as we Obey and we are motivated to Obey
because we Love. Now the gueation is, "How do we Love Him enough to
keep His commandmente™? How do we keep the Lure of the World and the
Lust of the Flesh from cooling our Love and killing our Fruit??

Listen to a simple 1llustration. You sit through the 6 o'clock newus
and listen to stories about death and destruction with little or no
emotlioni but what if it were YOUR family member they were talking
about!t The difference i1s in the fact that you KNOW them. In the same
Wway we Love the Lord more and more as we get to Know Him.

t. We Know Eim_firet ip Salvation: Jn 17:3 And this Ais etermal
fifge, that they may know thee, the omlu inue God, ond Jesus Chriist
whom thou hast senk, We are Sinners and He 1s our Saviour.

2. We Know Him better in Service: John 15:15 Hencedonth T coff gyou
nok sertvants;: doan the senvoanit knoweth mokt what kiasa Rond doeth; buk I
hoave cafllled wvou Lniends: fon ol things that T hoave heand of my
Fathen 1 hove mode known unto you. Working with Him we learn about
Him until we build a real relationship.

3. We Know Him Best in Sacrificer When vou read about someone you
have a Second Hand knowledge of them. When vou spend time with
gomecne you have a Firat Hand Knowledge of them. When you share palin
with someone you have a FIRST HEART Knowledge of them! Paul was
HWilling to glve up anything and make any sacrifice toc gain this
intimate knowledge- Phil 3:5-10 Yea doubiRess, and I counkt ofl Lhings
bukt Roees fon the excellency of ithe krnowledae of Chruist Jesus my Lond:
fon whom I have asuffered the Lase of aRl ihkhinges, and do counkt them
but dung, that I may win Chnlsk, And be found in him, nokt having mine
cwn nAghieouwsness, which ib:oﬁ.the Low, buk thaot which is Lhnough the
foith of Chriiskt, the rmighieousness which is of God by foith: That 1
moy know huim, and khe powen of khis neswineciion, and the {£elfowship
of his sufferiings, being made confonmoable unto kis deakh;

The Better we know Him the more like him we become (Conformed to
his image). Pacple Who live together develop similar interest,
language, and values (Example of Husband and wife becoming alike).
The amazing thing is that we imitate Him and vet remain Individuals;
our individual personality is conformed to Christ while remaining
"Me”™. There are no "robot”™ or asaembly line Christians,

HOW CAN WE GET TO KENGW HIM?
I can know Him Photograpnically thru the Scriptures:

A) The Gospels give an outline- Matthew shows Him as King, Mark
shows Him as Servant, Luke shows Him as Man, John shows Him as God.
Beware of only learning about Him as King when the greatest of all
shall be servant of all. Beware of thinking of Him as an abstract God
and forgetting he wWept at a friends tomb and prayed about evervthing.

B) The wWriters alsoc give Him a unigque Character- tough on
"raligious"” s2in (money changers, FPharisees- serpesnts, how shall ye
escape damnation of hell?); willing to associate with sinneras in
order to win them (The Well don't need a physician but tha sick)s
coencernad about the outcast (lepers and Samaritan woman?) and the
voung (Suffer little children to come unto mel; hard on "would be"
disciples (take up cross and follow me, let dead bury dead). He was
nogt little Jesus, Meek and Mild, alwavs; nor was He a "goody two
shoes”. He was without ain but seldom without controversy.



I Can Know Him Professionally thru Salvation {Bought me off mlz =
market ¢f sin)., Most People consider Salvabtion a Commitment and/or a
cunbract. They will accepkt God's forgiveness for sin and in return
they will serve God (to some degree) on earth in order to miss Hell
and gain Heaven. Because theyv're "Christians”™ they stop certain
thinga (Drioking, cussing, etc) and begin certain thinga (Church
at-tendance, Bilkle reading {hit or miss), and Frayver {especially in
time of trouble or need}?.

I can Know Him Personally thru Suffering- Fhil 3:10 Faul prayed to
know Christ PERSONALLY, POWERFULLY, and PAINFULLY. We learn as
Chiistians that if there are No new Troubles thetre are no nas
Testimonies. This causes ua to allow Suffering and Circumstancez to
develop us instead of destroy ua.

A) Bzware of second Hand Relationshlps- Knowing about Christ bLut
not building a Relationship. Learning about Him as a "historical
Figure”™ instead of developing .a relationship with the king <f our
lives and the Groom we wWill soon "marry™. Don’'t allow Church to Euvy
into a "Form™. Keep in mind that when 2 or 3 are gathered together -
His name He's in the midst to. reveal himself. Look for Him!

By Spend time with Him in Devotliong. These intimate quiet times are
vital in bullding a proper relationship. It's interesting to note
that the Bible says Adam KNEW his wife and fruit was produced. The
Eible pre-supposes this same type of relationship. between Christ and
the Church when it commands Husbands to love their wives even as
Christ loved the Church (Ep 5:2%),.

The more we know Him the mare we Love Him, The more we love Him the
more We chey Him, the more we obey Him, the more we abide in Him, the:
more We abide 1n Him, the more wWwe bear fruit, and the more we becar
Fruit the more we live. :





