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“To Know and to Show CHRIST”™
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what a8 GREAT BLESSING |
received Tast Monday night when
Ralph, Miriam, and Michelle
Meallister brought me & brand
new rocker recliner for my
afficell The old office chair |
was using was worn out and
caused me @ great deal of
discomfort put this new chair is
ideal fovy the type of work | do. 1t
rocks (I leah back a 1ot while |
type on the computor), Swivels
{It's between my computor desk
ond reguisr desk so | can just
turn around from one to the
other}, and reclines {(so | can
“Meditate” from titme to timel)
Thank the Lord for this fine
family and their contribution to
rmy work and the work of the
Church,
Let me brag a little on my church
people. During the “"Great Ice
Storm of 88" when almost all the
churches in our area had
canceled their services, our
people maneged o come so that
we had 18 more in Sunday School
than we had last year on a
normal day. Thank the Lord for
the dedication of these people.
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when | first began pastoring on
of the things | was warned abou.
was quarterly Chure
Conference. | weas told o expec
Friction that would change int-
“firewarks” from time to tirnc.
I'm glad to say that has not beer
my experience. In fact, if wu
could have conference as good a.
we had 1ast waek every Ums
then | might schedule one everv
month. Al departments gave
good reports and had good goals
for the coming year. We'rg just
few consistently dedicate:n
people away frorm reslly beinn
able to accomplish a great dee:
for the Lord here at Grace-- anu
I'm expecting the Lord to suppl
them this year.

Our major projects right nows
are 1o ramodel the front of the
church and rework the shrubbery.
Then we plan to pul most of cur
resources into plianning and
building the new ssahctuery. Our
major "People” projects are to
establish a new Teen class o
Wednesday Night and to upgrads
our music program. Dur Spiritua;
Goals include more worship
participation and souls saved.
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1987 FINANCIAL STATEMENT
GRACE AND GLORY OUTREACH MINISTRY

INCOME ¢ . EXPENSE s

JAMUABY . vs v e n. .- 156,26 T JANUARY v i v e ... 947,32
FEBRUARY ... .....D75.28 FEBRUARY .. ..v....293.15
MARCH. ..o oL ... 190,00 PMARCH, v v v v s v e~ -0 483,41
APRIL ..w.. e . B9 .66 APRIL cv v vvesaas. 247,86
B AY . s i en e en v nnn TU9s. 81 S I =4 ¢ I |
JUME . L e I ~1e PR a1} HUME . s v e snan.. . B305.88
JULY e s er e .. 320,61 JULY e s v cneeness.206.06
ALIGUST . v e v waaa 164,31 AUGUST . v nvesnraas170.58
SEFTEMBER. ......979.86A SEPTEMBER. .. .....464,10
DeTOBER v e vn e . 386.00 OCTOBER. « cvueax..-489.56
NOVEMBER . v veeuw 370, T2 Novema&ﬁ.........29?,8§
DECEMBER .. .. ... ..200 00 DECEMBER. . o v ... 402,27
TOTAL ... . ..... 584504 37 TOTAL. . v ww....$349817,92

Batance 1/701/87,.......% 468.19
IHNCoME FOR 1987, ........94504 .37
TOTAL TO ACCALNT FOR....$34972.56
EXPENSE FOR 1987.....,..34817.92
Batamece 01701788, .......% 154,64
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POSTAGE TO MATL NEWSLETTER AND TaAPES DURING 198T.......%1169.03
BOOK BIMDER AND BINDERS . cr i vt aressnareronensrsnsnss. 596,65
CASBETTE TAPES . ttureiunncsonnnnnsansecnrssssacannsoness §39.31
HELP FOR WIDOWS AND NEEDY .. cvcovecnrserrorecasaanvacasss 460,75
PaPER, [MK: STAPLES, GCOMFUTER SUPPLIES) ETCiccavececarss 1729.60

(THE REMAINING $122.58 was used 1o BUY CHRISTIAn MAGAZINES FOR
TEENS AND a NEW FILE CABINET TO HOLD BoOOrLET MATERIAL)

LY

THAMNEKS 70O EVERYONE WHDO GAVE LAST YEAR IN ORDER FOR ME TO
TONTINUE TO PUBLISH AND PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS ABOUT JeEsus CHRIST.
THE MEWZLETTER GDES INTD NEARLY 600 HOMES 2 OR 3 TIMES A MONTH AND
MANY FEDFLE ARE BEING REACHED FOR JeEsus. THE TAPES, DOOKLETS: AND
OTHER MINISTRIES ARE BEING GREATLY USED OF THE LORD AS WELL. THAMKS
For YOUR FRAYERS AND SUPPORT.

[ HOPE TO BE ABLE TQ CONTINUE TO UPGRADE MY COMPUTER SYSTEM THIS
COMING YEAR SO THAT THE NEWSLETTER WILL BE MORE ATTRACTIVE AS WELL
AS MORE INFORMATIVE. 1 ALSO PLAN TO PUBLISH A LIST OF ALL AVALILABLE
MATERIAL SOON S0 EVERYONE WILL KNOW WHAT WE HAVE AVAILABLE TO HELP
THEM==  AND REMEMBER THAT EVERYTHING Is FRFE FOR THE ASKING. HOPE TO
HELLP YOU THIS YEAR.

PREACHER PMIKE

#OW M N W OB O W W a MM W W N MM o M K M W M N W M W M W R N W W %
SPECTAL BULLETIN- Twamks T0 MR Bopoy THIGREN FOR DONATING A BDINCH
1V 10 THE CHURCH TO USE TN OUR YouTr MINISTRY. THIS WILL GREATLY
HELP IN BIBLE SCHOOL, CHILDREN'S CHURCH, AND TEEN NIGHT.

(THE LORD WORKED IT OUT THAT THIS MAM WHO LIVES 100 MILES FROM HERE
HEARD ABOUT DUR CHURCH AND DONATED THIS TV 10O US. [SN'T LT AMAZING
HOW THE LORD WORKS??PI1L)



HEAL JONES
GENESIS: BEGINNINGS Rev MIiRrCH

BEIrrc FAX THEUL Gen 2:15-17

WHEN GOD PLACED ADAM IN THE GARDEN OF Eorn HE GAVE HIM SOMETHING
(s} NTABLE FORS

o e A_c§32M WAS GIVEN & DEFINITE PLACE TO WORK- THE GARDEN

ADAM WAS GIVEM A DEFINITE Jog TO DO- GLARD AND Grow

ADAM WAS GIVEN DEFINITE GUIDELINES™ EAT ALL BUT ONE

ADAM WAS GIVEN A DEFINITE PuUNISRMENT- DEATH WHERE

SEEMS SIMPLY EMOUGH DOESN'T IT? EVERYONE Knows WHAT TO Do, =

T0 DO 1T, HOoWw TO DO ITs AND WHAT WILL RESULT IF THEY DON'T DO ;N
WHY THEN DO S0 MANY WAMDER AIMLESS THRU LIFE WITHOUT PURPOSE;TPL 50
Or PEACE? THE SAD TRUTH iIs "PEOPLE DON'T DO wwAT WE EHPECT. HEY
WHAT You INSFECT". MOST PEOPLE SUBSTITUTE THE NECESS@RY FOR THE
" IMPORTAMT” BECAWUSE THEY ARE CALLED TO ACCDUNT FOR THE NECESSARV. )
ONE OF THE KEYS TO BEING EFFECTIVE THEN 1S IN BEIMG HELD ACCOUNTABLE
WHICH IS A MAJOR PROBLEM IN CHURCHES: ATTENDANCE AT SERVICES AND
DURING SUNDAY SCHOOL 1S5 "OPTIONAL™. STUBENTS ARE NEVER ASKED TO
ACCOUNT FOR THE AMOUNT THEY LEARN THRU TESTS. INCOME IS OMN A
"VOLUNTEER"” SYSTEM. AND MANY FEOPLE ARE UNAWARE OF WHAT THE CHURCH
IS TRYING TO ACCOMPLISH AND HOW IT HOPES To DO so. [THE ONLY TWO
"MEASURING RODS™ PRESENTLY USED IN MOST CHURCHES ARE ATTENDANCE AND
OFFERING. A CHURCH THAT INCREASES THESE 13 SAID TO BE SUCCESSFUL™ OR
VICE VERSA].

My DO WE SHY FROM ACCOUNTABILITY 30 MUCH? FEAR- WE LIKE TO BE HELD
ACCOUNTABLE» BECAUSE WE LIKE TGO BE RECOBNIZED FOR WHAT WE DO. YET WE
ARE AFRAID TO BE HELD ACCOUNMTABLE FOR THE SaAME REASDN. PROBABLY THE
TWO MOST COWMON REASONS GIVEN FOR NOT BEING ACTIVE IH CHURCH ARE!

1) FEAR OF FAILURE~ I DON'T tHINK I can oD IT”. [Tom EDIZSON TRIED
MANY MANY TIMES BEFORE HME INVENTED THE LIGHT BuULB. ABRAaHAM LINCOLN
WAS DEFEATED MAMY TIMES BEFORE HE FIMALLY WON= AMND BECAME
FRESIDENT) (2) FEAR OF FATIGUE~ WE DON'T WAMT TO ADD ANDTHER

RESPOMSIBILITY TO AN ALREADY OVERWORKED SCHEDULE (FRIORITIES ARE
VERY IMPORTANT HERE)

1. THERE ARE CERTAIN RESPONSIBILITIES FOR WHICH WE ARE ACCOUNTABLE
BECALUSE OF WHD WE ARE-

A) Famiry [(PARENTS ARE ACCOUNTABLE FOR HOW THEY TRAIN THEIR
CHILDREN (NOT WHAT THEY BECOME)> CHILDREM MUST HONOR FARENTS]

B SoCIETY [LAWS ARE NECESSARY FOR THE GOOD OF THE MANY ]

C) PERSONALITY L[SOME PEGPLE ACCEPT OR REJECT RESFONSISBILITY
BECAUSE OF THEIR MATURE] (I CaM LIVE IN A DIRTY GFFICE AS LOMG AS
IT'S PRODUCTIVE: MY WIFE WANTS IT CLEAN ESFORE PRODUCTIVE- WE FEEL
ACCOUNTABLE FOR DIFFERENT THINGSy THUS WE WORK DIFFERENTLY)

2. THERE ARE CERTAIN RESPONSIBILITIES FOR WHICH WE ARE ACCOUNTABLE
BECaUSE oOF WHAT WE BECOME-

A) Joss [EMPLOYEES MUST WORKk: EMPLOYERS HAVE RESPONSIBILITIES]

B) MARRIAGE: HUSBANDS [MUST LOVE THEIR WIVES]>» WIVES [MUST RESFRECT
THEIR HUSBANDS]

C) EDUCATION: PASS IT ON TO THE MEXT GENERATION
3. THERE ARE CERTAIM RESPONSISILITIES FOR WHICH WE ARE ACCOUNTABLE
BECAUSE OF WHY WE EXIST- Rov 14:12 So fhen eveny one of we .ohall
give accoumi of himpeRf xo God, WHEN WE FACE GOD WE MUST BE ABLE
To GIVE AM ACCQUNT To HIM ABQUT OUR:

A) FAITH= WITHOUT FAITH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE HIM

B> FinanceEs— 01D WE STEAL So0's PART? MISUSE OUR PART?

L) FaiTHFuLnEsSs- DID WE HID OR BURY OUR TALENTS?



THE PRIMARY RULE OF ACCQUNTABILITY IS ACCOUNTABILITY ASSUMES AN
ABILITY TD MEASURE. IF WE ARE TO BE ACCOUNTABLE WE MUST Have GOALS
IN ORDER TO MEASURE OUR PROGRESS AND GUIDELINES To CHANNEL OUR
JOURNEY,

1. HOW SHALL WE ESTABLISH GOALS? ("Goop GoaLs ARE My GOALS AND 8aD
GoalLS ARE YOUR GoaLs!t!™).

A GOD's GOALS™ FIND OUT WHAT GOD WANTS AMD THEN DO THAT.

B> GrouP GoaLs~ GOALS SET BY THE GRCOUP TO ALLOW THEM TO ACCOMPLISH
WHAT GLORIFIES GOD AMD BENEFITS THE BROUP.

C) INDIVIDUAL GOALS~ HOW CAN A PERSON ACCOMPLISH WHAT 1S RIGHT FOR
HIM THAT WILL BENEFIT THE BROUFP AND BRING GLORY TO [0D.

THOSE WHO WILL ACCOMPLISH THE GOALS MUST BE ALLOWED T9 HELP SET
THE GOALS. THERE MUST BE INPUT AS WELL AS INSTRUCTION.

I11. HOW SHALL WE REACH THE GOALS? (SOMEONE MUST BE IM CHARGES WITH
THE KMNOWLEDGE:» DESIREs DETERMIMNATION: AND AUTHORITY TO CARRY THE
. PROJECT THRU TO IT'S COMPLETION OR ABANDONMENT [SOME GOALS ARE
CHANGED BY CIRCUMSTANCES™ HELP FOR A WIDOW WHO REMARRIES OR
DIES...]. THIS LEADER MUST:
-Know THE GoaL
~5IvE COMPLETE aND CLEAR INSTRUCTIONS TO THOSE WHG WILL HELP
~ANTICIPATE PROBLEMSs AND HANDLE THEM WHEN THEY APPEAR
~RECOGNIZE "STACKING” (ONE PERSON’'S PERFORMANCE 1S DEPENDENT UFOMN
' ANOTHER 'S PERFORMARNCE )
~SEEK TO CONTINUE TO GET INMPUT? AS YOU BUILD YOU RECOGMIZE THE NEED
FOR MODIFICATIONS OR ADDITIONS.
~ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY TO SUIDE THE PROGRAM THRU IT'S DIFFICULTIES
AND DOLDRUMS?
~RECOGNIZE WHEN THE GOAL HAS BEEN ACCOMFLISHED AND REWARD THOSE WHO
HELPED IN DOING S0.

NOW LET'S PRACTICE WHAT WE'VE PREACHED:
LIST YOUR GOALC(S> FOR OUR CHURCH FOR 1983:

IN SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT
2. IN PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
IN "PEOPLE™ DEVELOPMENT

L

LIST YOUR GOALCS) FbR YOUR WALK WITH GOD IN 19886:

1. IN SPIRITUAL CEVELOPMENT:

2. IN BIBLICAL LEARNING:

3. IN PRACTICAL LIVING:

ARE YOU FAITHFUL TO THE TASK GOD HAS CALLED YOU 705 OR FEARFUL OF.
FACING GOD BECAUSE YOU'RE FAILING IN YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES??

[FART OF THIS MESSAGE WAS ADAPTED FROM THE JaNUsRY 1988 EDITICN OF
"CHRISTIANM LEADERSHIP LETTER" ]

a—



EVEN ME

i befone the lLond, and
] 3 Then went king David Ain, and sak
ii E:Td? &ﬁo am I, O Lond God? ond what As my house, thok Lhou hask

bnought me hithento? [T0O HERE]

MANY PEOPLE WANT TO BE USED OF THE LORD BUT THEY FE%L IN¢Q52U$EE
Ta DO WHAT THEY FEEL THE LORD WOULD HAVE THEM TO DO. NANT
LOOK AT SOME OF THE GREAT MEW OF THE'BIBLE FﬁDM A DIFFEREN CAREFUL
PERCEPTIVE AND SEE THAT (G0ObL CAN USE ‘EVE@ ME™, (I WANT TO BEPowa
MNOT TO DESTROY HEROES NOR CONDONE SIN, 1I'M TRYING TO MAKE A N o
ANMD IN SO DOING {'M MAJORING ON SOME FOINTS THAT MNEED TO BEHMIJ s
oM BUT | HOPE YOU CAN SEE THAT (50D DOESN'T USE FPERFECTION, HE USE

DEDICATION?,

1. FAITH- (I'D po SOMETHING FOR DOD IF [ JUST HAD THE FAITH; ano 17D
HAVE THE FAITH IF I OIDN'T HAVE THESE "PERSOMNALITY PROBLEMS™ ). .
ABRAMAM WAS S0 COWARDLY UNTIL HE WOULD TRADE HIS WIFE FOR HIB LIFE,
NOT OMCE BUT TWICEl !~ [Gen 12:10-18 & 20:~1. SO DOMINATED B8Y HIS
WIFE UNTIL HE WOULD TAKE ANDTHER WIFE TO PLEASE HER AMD THEN THROW
DUT THAT WIFE AND HIS CHILD TO PLEASE HER [GEN 1631-]1-~ YET HE IS
CALLED THE FATHER OF THE FAITH AND ONE OF THE MOST HONORED WMEN IN
THE BiBLE. GaL 3:5-6 He thernefone thot wmindsteneth ko you fhe
Spindt, ond wonkeih minacles among you, doeith he Aid by ihae woriks of
the Row, on by the heaning of 4oiith? Even as Abnaham bellevad God,
ond A4 was accounked ro Wim fon nighizousneas. GOD USED HIM TO
ESTABLISH A COUNTRY.

IT. LOVE~ (MO OME LOVES ME. [F SOMEONE WOULD JUST SHOW ME A LITTLE
AFFECTION AND ATTENTION THEN [ COULD MAKE SOMETHING OUT OF MY LIFE)
DaviD's "KINGDOM” BEGAN BY SAUL ATTEMPTING TO MURDER HIM: DRIVING
HIM FROM HIS HOME AND FRIENDOS., HE WAS BRANDED AN OUTLAW AND LIVED OM
THE RUN FOR MANY YEARS. IN HIS PERSONAL LIFE DAVID WAS AN ADULATORS
A MURDER:; AND SPOILED HIS CHILDRENS AND YET A MAN AFTER (5OD'S OWN
HEART LACTS 13:221. (OD USED MIM TO ESTABLISH A KINGDOM.

111, WORKS- M0SES DOUBTED H1S ABILITY- Ex 3:11 And Moses sald
wnto God, Whno am 1, that 1 should go unto Phanaoh, and that 1 shoukd
bruing fonth the chifdnen of Isnoael ocuk of Egypt?

0o vyou BEGIN To SEE?? G0OD €AN USE "EVEN ME", WITH ALL MY FAILURES
AND SHORT COMING> T ACCOMPLISH HIS WILL ON EARTH. ALL HE WANTS 13
MY HEART (WHICH WILL MAKE ME A NEW CREATURE IN CHRIST) AND THEN He
CAN BEGIWN HIS WORK IN AND THRU ME.

LET US BEGIN THE MEW YEAR WITH A DEDICATION oF our HEARTS TO GOD
AND A DETERMINATION OF OUR WILLS TO SERVE HIM '

1. DEDICATE EVERYTHING Yvou HaVE To Goo- TIME. TALENT: MoONEY
2. DETERMINE TO SERVE GOD IN ANY WAY HE WANTS.
REMEMBER » THE BEST WAY TO FINMD AND STAY IN BOD'S WILL IS TO STAY IN
THE BisLE. THAT WILL MAKE EVEN YOU A SUCCESS- JOosHUA 1:8 This

book of *he fLow sholf ok depant ouk of fhy moukh; but Ahou shaft
medikate dthanedin daw ond ndghi, dhat thou mayest obsernve to do
acconding 1o oRR khak is written thenedln: Hon then thou shalt moke
thy woy prospenouws, ond thaove theou »holt have good success.



MATTHEW: Jesus as KING REV MIRCHEAL JONES
TIPS ON TEACHING

MATT 28:18-20 And Jeosws came and spake unko fthem, sauing, ALR

powen JAs given unte me An heaven ang v eanih. Go uve ihenegore, ond
teackh afl wations, bapiizing them An 4the wiome of fhe Fathen, ond o
the Son, and of the Hofy Ghosi; Teaching them Lo obsenve ol Lhinmgs
whatsoevern I hove commanded you, and, f0, 1 om wiith you ofwoy, even
unho khe and of the wonid., Amen

JESUS ' FINAL COMMAMG TO HIS DISCIPLES WAS FOR THEM TD GO AND TEACH.
IMN THIS COMMAND WE FIND SOME GREAT TIPS ON TEACHING THAT WILL ENABLE
UsS TO DO THE JOB HE HAS COMMANDED US TD DO ALSO.

1. Coovrerative Teaching- "All Power 1ln given unto ME™ "Lo, I am with
you alilway,™. His Power and #is Presance rare needed. He is the Source

of our Power as well as the Message we proclaim. We fall when we €ry
to do the job in our own ability and strength. 4 close personal walk
aith Him gives us something to teach and the ability to do so.

Are you "Teamed”™ up with Chriast to fulfil his Commanda; or are you
trying to do it all on vour own? :

2. Commanded Teaching- "Go Ye Therefore, and teach all nations™. It's
not an option, but a command for us all to obey. Everyona teaches

every day by Conversation and Conduct- What do you teach about??
Are you consciously trying to teach your Family, Friends, and
assoclates about Chriast?

3. Complete, Compraljensive tgaching: "teaching tham tu observe ALL
thinga that I commanded” {(What Paul called the "Whole counsel of

God"™ Acts 20:27,20). Not just "Pet™ projectg butbt all God commands
God wantes us to know how tu be Saved, how to live, how to die, and
how to be Christians inbetuween.

4. Effgetive Taachings: "teaching them TO OBSERVE all things that I
commanded™. Learn them in their Head and live them in their Life.

1I Tim 2:2 #&nd the khlnas fhat kthou haskx heand of me among many
widinesses, Lhe soame commit theou 2o fodizhful men, who shafll be able %o
iteach othens oleo, !

5. r gachij : "teach them to ohserve all THINGS THAT 1
COMMANDED" I once askad all the older shut-in membera of a Church to
glve thelr testimony~- only one gave a clear statement of Faith 1in
Christ; the others talked about living a good lifs or Jjoining the
church at a young age. Most people know mdére incorrect facts about
Christianity than correct facts. : -

Our CLASS 13 THE WORLD
Uk INSTRUCTION: A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH
JUR OBLIGATION, TO THE LORD
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“To Know and {0 Show CHRIST"
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we get qutled s0 easily. Last
Sunday we only had 47 in Sunhday
School. ! was - "Down and
Disappointed” -~ until | put the
sttendance on my Sunday School
Chart (i genersally keep a S year
chart on Sunday School
Attendence so | can see trands
as they develop. It kesps me
from getting too far down when
w9 have a bad day or too far up
when we have & good day). when |
looked at the Chart | remermbered
thet 8 year sgoe we would have
shouted the victory if we would
save had 47 in atiendancelll But
for the past 6 months this is
only the third ttme we've had 47
gr below in Sunday School. My
hope is that next year this time
i'll tbe disappointed if wa heve
under 75 on eny given Sunday.

| guess those of you who read
our newsletter ragulariy know by
now that '  excited about
serving the Lord and about what
He has in store for us in the
coming days. wWe are finally
getting to the place that we have
things lined up in the Church and
in the Outreach Ministry so that
we ¢ah put some hatrd dedicated
work into our main ministry of
getting people to KNOW Christ as
Grace Free wsw Baptist Church

P 0O HBHox 1003F
Lake City, S C 29560
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their Personal Saviour and thei
to Show Him in their Changed
Life. A1l of the Equipment and ali
of the Buildings don't mear
anything if they are not reaching
and affecting people Tor Ehrist. .
don‘'t believe that the Lord has
given us all the equipment anc
opportunities He has just 1ic
"gspin our wheels”. | believe He's
going te use our Church anc
Ouireach in grester ways in the
years to come than He ever hac
WO | can hardly wait.

The Qutreach IMipistry is als:
at the place thaet it can become
more effective than aver. Mucr
cf the equipment that wars
negded to accomplish the worl
I'm trying to do has beer
purchased or donaied and now |’
at the place | can produce
instead of  Prepere. About the
only other thing | need right now
is a color monitor Tor mi
computor {and that only becausc
most of the programs sahygmore

are written for a color monitor

and it's difficuwlt Lo use them or
my mono monitor). I'm now abls
to produce books, newsileileres,
and tapes in large quanities ang,
as the funds come in, | plan to
thstribute much this ysar.

] e
Monprofit Orgsnizatio

U S FPostage PalD
Fermit *B




Special THANKDS 1o
Mrs W. R. Calcuit of
Hetningway, 5SC; Jean
and Opal Stembiridge
af Saltillo, Miss ;
Gillie Ard of Lake

City, and the
rMeBrides  (Naw  of
Florence, which we

aren’t wild shout 1}
for their recent
contributions to ocur
outreach. Thanks
also 1o Torn and Anne
picknight for a
CUMORIAL Gift to the
Gutireach Ministry in
Memory of Dreaw
lLowder. I've bought 6
~ages of paper and
wape to hava at least
2 rnore books resdy
for distribution in
‘he next 2 weeks. My
alans are to get all
the books we now
itlave republished in
targe quanity during
the Tirst part of the

year so 1 can begin
warking on nesww
books a1 the
conciusion of  this
semester of Bibhle
institute.

| preach 2 sermons
a week, teach A
Sunday School and
Dible Institute
Class, publish a

newsletter, and do
all the paper work
necessary ta run a

<5
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growing Church and
Outreach Mindstry.
Add to that the fect
that t've becurmne a
"daddy” at 40 and you
understand why I'm
not ableg to publish
as often {or answer
Jour letiers as
quickly) as | used to.
t hope you'll pray for,
and bear with me, as
I try to do as much
as | can for the Lord.
[In case YL e
wandering, Littie
Andrew is still the
greatest  Joy and
Biggest Job l've ever
had. He can melt your
heart sinQing "Deep
and Wide” or telling
about David killing
the Giant and then
turn right around and
grap a handful of dirt
from the flower pot
and throw it all over
the fioort 1t really
meakes me wonder if
I ever do God that

way.l
| hope the Lord sill
give you a great
weaek 8 sarvice for
Hirr.
Preacher Mike
oA |

FREE HANSION
600D MEIGHBORHODD
APPLY AT ALTAR
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TRUE FAITH
There are any voice:
and opinions in today's
fociety that ry to well
vou whear TRUE FAITH
iz, Jame=z gives us 3
Characteristics of True
Faith in James 2:14-26.

We are saved by Grace
thiru Faith and than noid
of works; yet 3 times i
thiz Scriptwe Jame:s
rayvs that Faith writhou
Works iz dead. Thi:
means we DEMONSTRATE
TRUE EAITH I¥ OUR:

1. CARE of Others:
Too many peonple e

likte the Priest and
Lewite i1 the Parable o
the Good Ssnaritan .

They could DEFEND their
Faithh bur they did no:
DEMONSTRATE it. If vour
Faithh does not affecy
vour artitude wowesd
otlizrs then voui need 1o
gege il it's genyine.

2. CONDUCT : Even
the Devwils believe IN
Zad but they they do niot
Jtey Him. True Faith
measns you ot only Tall:
right bur vou algo Wall:
Fight. If aman's fruit ic
not right then you had
petter check the "wine”
hie's part of.

3 CONFIBENCE I
GOD'S WORD : Abraham
was willing to offer hic
=on tacauze God sadd so.

Rahat wasz willing
hride the massengers al
the rizk ol her own life
bacsaxme she believed
God, With the hear:
mary telieves and with
the mouth confession is
wade to salvalion. Do
YU have True Faith?



A PROFITABLE, LIFE ,
Job 21:7-15

Hera ia the ptatement of a man who had gone From the highest highs
to the deepest depths. Job had had everything man could ask for and
1? a very short time had leost it all, HKow .a3 hls "friends® contend
with him he asks a very important gquestion- "What profit should we
have, if we pray?" (And by insinuatign, "What profit is there in
serving God?" ). ) .

The question is very important. I recently bought - gome blank
diakettes for my computer. Included free in the box was a new
computer magazine on disk that allowed me to "run'" the Microsoft
Computer Company. Last year this company made over 1.5 billion
dollare and my Jjob was to gee if I could arrange for it to maka over
5 billicn dollars in profit in the next & years. I had to decide on
cogt, production, loans, etc in order to run the company and st the
end I was given a yearly report to see what I had. accomplisﬂed (In
case you're wondering, I loskt a half billion dollars the first
yvearlt).

If a man has to make decisions based on many factors to determine
if something is profitable in the Physical life then it is doubly
important to make the right decisions in the Spiritual lifej for if
you make the wrong decisions in the Physical realm you only lose
Fhysical things, but if you make the wrong decisions in the
Spiritual life then you lose forever. Let's look then at some
things that make for a "Profitable Life™.

FIRST, LET’S SEE SOME THINCS THAT DON'T PROFIT:

1. WICKEDNESS Prov 10:2 Trneaosunes of UWickedness prnofili nofhing;
but righieousness -defiveneth fnom deaih, Note that this is
"Treasures” of Wickedness~ You can "Store’ up the "Prgfits” from
Wickedness so that it comes;back.with interest!i!! "You have sown the
Wind but you will reap the whirlwlnd " (Hogea B:7)

a) Ask the families whsre bopze and druge have destroyed the
family -about the "Erofit”- bills not pald, family relatienships and
reputation. ruined, etc.. .

b Ask the familips where. sexual sing. "add up to Loss families,
and health, and reputation. .

Wickednesg may be Pleasurable byt it is not Profitable. (Would you
buy &,car if the dealer said it would fall apart in 3 weeks and be a
constant source oF problems#° Wickedness may.look and swell very.
good but you'd better 1ook at the Paymentst? ’

2. RICHES- Prov 11:4 RAQth prnodit nok In khe day odf wrakth: buk
nighieouwsness defiveneth frnom deakih. Matt 16:26 Fon what s o
mon proditedd if he shof? godin dhe whole wordd, ond fose Wis oum
s0ul? Monev 1s not all that matters, Some of the mpst miserable
people in the world are those who have Profits without peace, who
laber all their 1ife for .an emplire and then .Jook out .with envy at an
hourly worker whistling thle he wWorks-- Ecc 2:11 Then T Looked
on ol the wonks that my hands hod wnought, and on the Zaboun thax 1T
hao Robounecd to do: ond, behaold, o022 woe vondiity awnd wvexoition o
spindt, ond thene wos noe priogfiit unden the sun, LIFE MUST HAVE
MEANING AS WELL AS MONEY.




3. WORDS 11 Tim 2:14 04 these things pukt them Lin nemembnance,
changing them befone the Lond fhat:they strlve wot abouk wondes %o Mo
profit, ‘but to the subveniing of the heawnens. Life must be lived,
vot just talked sboutl! (Even in Christianity this ls so- James
2:1% Whot doth it profit my bnehhenm, though o man say he hodh
tolth, and have mot wonks?? ). Words that' are profitable are words
that motivate you into actlion. That’s why it‘e 88 important that you
know the =outce of worde- Jer 7:8 Behold, we #nuskt in Loalng
wonde, thoat conwnodt profit - The pHilosoghy of this world sounds
good but it bringa Pain instead of Profit.

Even the Gogpel must be Heedsd if it's to Help- Heb 4:2 Fon
wato us wos the gospel pneached, 'tuo weff as uwnkto them! but fhe trond
rRzached odd nox pnodlt xhem, not beAﬂQ mced with ﬁahih kn them
thoat heond Ait. . .

THINGS THAT DO PROFIT ’

1. THE BIBLE- 1T Tim 3:16 A28 bCﬂLpfuﬂQ is gAveyl by A“prﬂ&KAdﬁ-
of God; and is prnofltable fon doctsiine 4on nepnood; fon corneciion,
4on Lrernuckion .in rilghteouswess. Do you Know it in your Head,
Stow it in you Heart, and live 1t in your Life??

‘2. FELLOW. CHRISTIANS- II Tim <4:11 Onlly Luke .is with me, “Toke
Mok, and bruing him with thee! 4on he L» prnofitabile %o me fon the
niristng We depend on each other for Support, Encouragement, amd
Comfort, so that we multiply cur energy and effort and produce
maximum "Profit™,

3. Taking your Place in GOD'S PLANS- 1 Cor 12:7 But the )
maalfestotion of the SpULLE Lo gaven £0 eveny mow £o prnofit’ withol
ag every man takss thelir place then the whole works together, and
you find Peace as well as a Piaca, Hhich proflts you as well as the
causez of Christ.

4. GOD'S CHASTENING- Heb 12310 For they verdiy fon a few dows
choastengad ws aften theln ocwn pleosunes: buk he fon oun pnodit, Lhax
we might be poantokerns of his hofivess., The pain is not
Pleasurable but it is Profitable Because it causes ug to Evaluate
our gituaticon and Dedicate curselves anew to doing right.

5. GOOD WORKS- Tit '3:8 This 4is & folithgful saying,  ond these '
fLhinags 1 will Xhobk thou afdirum covetantfly, that Xthey which have
bedieved Jin God might bhe coneful o maintoin good wonks. These
tihings cne good and pnofliabfle unkteo men., Cood works profit VOou,
thosae around you, and the cauzme of Christ.

6. GODLINESS- I Tim 418 Buix bodifly exenclse pnoﬁlteth lAixﬂa
hut godliness s pnofitoble 'Unto all things, hoving pnomise of *he
2i4e that wnow Ao, and of thart which is Lo come. Men greoan and
sacrifice and obligate themselves to many diets and clubs so that
they can hear someone say, "Lost a little weight haven’t vou™!! and
fail to realize that any sacrifice 1s$ worth hearing Jesus say, "Well
done, thou good and failthful sérvant. Enter into the joyve of thy
Lord™. : ' ' ' L .

WHEN YOUR "LIFE TIME REPORT™ 1S ISSUED, WILL IT SHOM A PROFIT? OR
WILL ALL BE LOST?? THE ONLY HAVEN, THE ONLY HELP, IS CHRIST.



FEAR
DeuT 410

A NOTED CHRISTIAN PSYCHOLOGIST STATEDR THERE ARE FIVE UMDERLYING
CAUSES OF FRUSTRATION AND STRESS IN PEOPLE'S LIVES TODAY:

1. FEAR 2. HaTe 3. BulLT 4. INFERIORITY COMPLEX 5. INSECURITY
FART QF THE GREATNESS OF THE CHRISTIAM MESSAGE IS THAT IT HAS A
REMEDY FOR EACH OF THESE PROBLEMS (AND EVERY OTHER ONE AS WELL )™

INSECURITY- Il Tim 1:12 1 tenow whom 1 hove beliaved, and am
pansueded thot he e ablle o keep that which T hoave commliited unto
him agoadivat fhok day. QUR GOO IS CALLED THE ROCK WITH GOOD REASON

INFERIORITY COMPLEX— (OD VALUED ME ENOUGH TO SEND HIS ONLY SOM TO
CDIE FOR ME!! WHEN I ACCEPT ChrIST | BECOME A CHILD oF Sonil  Gop
WILL NEVER PUT YOU INTO A POSITION THAT HE DOES NOT GIVE YOU THE
FOWER TO HANDLE. CHRISTIANS SHOULD 8E HUMBLE, NEVER IMNFERIOR!

GUILT= SING UNDER THE BLOOD ARE FORGIVEN; FORGOTTEMs AND FORSAKEN.
JESUS TACCEPTED” A WOMAN CAUGHT IN THE VERY ACT OF ADULTERY) A WOMAN
MITH 5 HUSBANDS: A MAN 80 FULL OF DEMOMS UNTIL HE LIVED MAKED IN A
GRAVEYARDs AMD EVEN "THE CHIEFEST OF SIMMERS”, PAUL.

HATE- WE MORMAELLY HATE PEOPLE BECAUSE WE'RE JEALOUS OR REJECTED.
As A CHRISTIAN: WE AREN'T JEALOUS BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT EACH PERSOR
HAS A PLACE IN THE Boby oF CHRIST3 THEREFORE WE ACCEFT OUR PLACE AND
ACCEPT OTHERS IN THEIR PLACE. AND EVEN THOUGH MEM MAY REJECT US WE
KNOW THAT GoD NEVER DOESS AND G003 LOVE OVERWHELMS MAN'S HATE.

AND FIMALLY THERE 15 FEAR. LET’'S LOOK AT THIS EMOTION A LITYLE
CLOSER AND FIND HOW TO TURN 1T FROM STRESS 1MTO SUCCESS.

THERE ARE MANY REASONS WE FEAR? ;

1. Qur Sjituation: :

A. DANGER~ THE CHILDREN OF ISREAL WERE TRAPPED AT THE RED SEA
WITH THE ENEMY BEHIND AND THE WATER BEFORE THEM. GODR'S COMMAND TO
THEMy (FX 14:13) Feon yea wnot, stond oxilf, ond sae the sslvarion
o4 %iha Lond,... GOD TURNED THE VICTIMS INTO VICTORS

B. DEATH- Ps 23:4 Yea, though 1 walk Liwnough the vafiey of
the shadow of death, T wifki fean no ewill' 4on Lhou ane wiith mei
EVEN A WALK IN THE "DARKE” 1S NOT SCARY WHEN YOUR FATHER HOLDS YOWUR
HAND ! 4 -

2. Qur Enemies— Ps 27:1.The Lond Ais my LAghdk and my Lsalvotion;
whom shaff 1 gfean? ithe Lond is the sinength of my Lifde: of uwhom
shall T e ad4noid? THE SAD TRUTH ABOUT THIS 1S THAT MANY TIMES
OUR FEAR IS MORE IMN OUR MINDS THAN IN REALITY- Ps £3:5 Thene
wene they in gneot fean, whene eun W : don God hotih scoatdened
4he bones of mim that encampeih agoivet thee: (SEE aALS0 P35 5634
Tn God 1 willl pnoiese his wond, An God T have pukl my inuwst: T wilf
not fean whoi fLesh con do unto me. SEE ALSO HEB 13:6)

BUT GOD HAS TOLD US TO Mmedthen {feon ye thedln fean,; von be
cbnokid. Sonciidy the Lond of hosks himseld: ond Ret him be wyoun
fean, and fet Him be youn dnead. find he shofl be 4o o .sanchuoriy;
(1SATAH B3112=14)3 AMD THAT'S THE wAY TO TURN FEarR FROm STRESS TO
SUCCESS. WHEN WE STOP FEARING MAN OR SITUATIONS FEAR TURNS FROM A
FOE TO A FRIEND: _

1. To keep us from gin- Prov 3:7 Be ok wise Jn Lhine oun eus:
dean the Lond, and depant 4nownm evif.

2. To _keep our_ Ffrioritieg right- Matt 10:25 And 4aan okl fhem
which iR the body, ownd one ok abRe Lo kil the saoul ! but nathen
faor him which J4e able to deestnoy bokh soull oangd body A heff .

3, To Motivate us=- Heb 11:7 By {aiih Moah, being wormed cf God
od khimgs woik seent as gek, moved wiih feon,; pneponed o onk Lo the
sHoving of hie house. ..

ARE YOU AT REST IM THE RNCK? OR ARE THE TIDES OF TIME POUNDLNG YOu
UPON THE ROCKS OF LIFE AND WEARING YOU DOWN? FIND THE PEACE YOU LONG

FOR BY ACCEPTING CHRIST AS SAVIOUR



SUCHATOLOGY REv MIRCHEAL JCHES
£3EEF=EZ£&'FZEPQC5 ES!\1‘£&P4

THE CHRISTIAN HAS 3 THINGS HE NEEDS TO BE AWARE OF WHER HE DEALS WITH
SATANE
1. His CLOTHES~ THE WHOLE ARMOR OF (Lo
A. FEET- PREPARATION OF GOSPEL CF PEACE fFOUNDATION‘
&, HELMET~ SALVATION (PROTECTS THE MinD?
G. BREASTPLATE~ RIGHTEDUSHNESS (PROTECTS THE HEART)
0. LOINs~ TRUTH (“Hogos WP EVERYYHING ELSE)
E. SHIELD™ FAITH ("HIDE"™ BEHIND TO ESZAPE SATAMNS DsRTS)
F. SWORD>= WORD nF G000 {0NLY OFFENSIVE WEAPON)

2. His ConDuCT— ROom 6:16 KFnow ye wmok, thot Lo whom ya wield
yourwelves saervants o abay. his senvonis e one to whom ys obeu:
whathen o4 &sin unto daakh, on of obediance unto nighkaousvness?

3. His Cross~ My 8:34-35 UWhoroeven wilf come aften me, Let hew
daviv himaeld , ond fLake up his choess, and 4o0low me. Fon whesoeven
Wikl soave his fife Ahoflf kase ALX; buil whosoeven shalf® Lopse his Life
fon my sake and the gabpei &, the same shalll srave Li.-

ERXXEXAKEAKNAA™ xxxxxxKXXXXKXXXXXXXYXXXXXKKXXXVXXXXXXXx(XXXKXYX}KXXXXX»
WHEM GOING IMTO BATTLE THERE ARE 4 BASIC THINGS YOU MNEEO - TO D53

1. Digtinguish the Enemy. WAO ARE YOU FIGHTING??? Fon we

neekle wol cgodnel f£2esh and blood bhukt agadivet ...Ep 512
4. Retermine the objective. WHAT 0O YOU HOPE TO ACLOMPLISH OR
FREVENT? *that ye may be abfe o etond agoived ihe whAles of Lhe
devil, Ep w11}
2. Evaluste the EQEQE&;_NHAT ARE ?
A YOUR WEAKMNESSES™ SELF
BY YOUR STreEnoTHS~ BE STRONG . IN THE LGQL AMD IN THF POMWER NF HIS
MIGHT. EP 6310 ) ’
) ENENY’S WEAKNESSES= HME IS5 ALREADY DEFEATED ‘IN THE CROSZ., FAITH
15 THE "METHOD" WE USE TO AVAIL DURSELVES OF THaAT WEAPON.
D) ENEMY'S STRENGTHS- TEMPTATIONs SIM. _
4. Pursue a Plapn of Attack, Go rFOM THE DRAWING S0ARD TO THE
BATTLEFIELD. DOD DID NOT catlL US To BE "HOTHOUSE"” LHRISTIANS. WE MUsT
LIVE AND WORK IN 6 SINFUL WORLD. WE CAN IGNORE SATAN WHILE HE BUILDS
STRONGHOLDS IN DUDR LIFE-— OR WE CAN LIVE THE LIFE OF YWICTORY 1IN
CHRIST.

Aad fhe devdf thod decedved dhem was cast Andto the Gake of fine
and bndimastone, whene Lhe bGoskt and the 4alse prophet ang, and shoflz
be rtonmented day avnd ndghit don even and aeven. Rey 2010 CHE KNOW
THE QUTRLOME OF THE BaTTLE., DON'T BECOME ONE OF THE CA:UALT;E& TF THE
CONFLI'T 2
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FABULOUS
FEBRUARY

February is a SPECIAL Month here at
j Grace. We plan to have special activities
EVERY SINGLE me/\Hnm during February §#8
f My reasons are 3 fold:
} 1. To encourage people to come to ChurcHi
on Sunday Night and Wednesday Nigit §
as well as on Sunday Morning.

2. To discourage the Winter "Doldrums”
j so that we can continue our growth and
development for the Lord.

3. To allow more Congregational

} participation in the Worship of God.

During the SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICES in February we will
be dealing with the FAMILY:
Feb. 7- The Family's PURPOSE
Feb l4- The Family's PRIORITIES
Feb 21- The Family's PROBLEMS
Feb 28- The Family's PRINCIPLES
(These will be Practical Sermons on how to
develop your Family into the Family God
intended them to be. So bring EVERY
member of your Famity EVERY Week).

The SUNDAY NIGHT SERVICES will each
have a Special Emphasis: (6:00pm)
Feb 7{Missions] Rev Dennis Keen, Home
Missionary to Charleston, as Speaker
Feb 14-|Fellowship:] Valentine Banquet
R

featuring Merry Grooms of Coward and

Other 10C8] SINGETS. wl w o m of o o o = =
Feb 284 Testimony} David Wall will be
giving his testimony 8s weil 8s speaking
from God's Word (David teaches school in
Lake City and has been attending our
Church for a while. He's a real Blessing to
us and we look forward to this service)
i .nmn_ EXE A w i
WEDHESDAY NIGHT SERVICES are also
going to be Special: (7:30pm) .
Feb 3- Quotes, Quizes, and Questians
Feb 10- wWyman Lowder as guest Speaker
(The Lord is really using Brother
wyman and we appreciate his
willingness to.serve) :
Feb 17- The adults will look at "Developing
" a.Devotion Time” while Hope Frye
and Kathy Lewis lead ocur 6-12
year alds in Junior Activity Time.
Feb 24- Joint Service with the Gilead FwWB
Church (Canclusion of a 3 night
Teacher Training Course)
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| Know it's been a fong time
hetywezn Newsletters but it's
:lsg been a VERY busy time for
rne. Wa have been remodeling the
firont of our Church so -that
instesd of seating 12 in- our
(*h=ir we now can seat 32 We
hase 8180 extended the platform
2 feat closer to the pews [l told
t1e people that if they wouldn't
mave closer to me | waould move
closer to themi] and instalied a
new altar. The carpet man is
supposed to come tomorrow and |
hope by this Sunday to have the
Church looking presentable again.

we 8lso rearranged our Pianp
rnd Organ so that they are beside
the Pulpit platform and closer to
the choir. We hope this will help
the sound of our Sunday Morning
Brosdcast (I know it hes already
helped the Participation in the
Choir). | think it Jooks very nice
znd | invite you toc come by and
cz2e 1t anytime (Especially on
Sunday Morning or Sunday Night!).
Part of the reason for doing
this work now was - in
anticipation of the choir from
Kendale Acres FwB Church
coming to present & concert for
us on April 16. This is the Church

Grace Free Will Baptist Church PO Box 1003 Laks Gltz. JoHE
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in Senford, N C whsre Charlr>?
and Lottis Hanna attend ns*
Their Pastor is Roev o L )
Hesselmeyer. wWe lpok t prward .
having everything in good orar:
by the time they come.. .~ ©
| have also been busy durir

this period ieachirg 8 TEMACHEY
TRAINING COURSE for Gileod ¢4/ °
Church. | enjoyed’ encouragin.
their Teachers and | rejoice 1.
the find- job that their Pastor
Rev Larry McaAlister, is doing
The Church is showing progres -
and Brother Larry is very .wel’
thought of in the community. Th:
1 7 pages of notes | uged in 0~
course are available in Lbookls:
forfm as well as ths tapes of &
sessions (Free for the oskinn 1.
gnyone desiring them. | belicy:
this mesterisl’ would ba ver
benifical to all teachers anc
encourage Pastors to get tn.
notes and tapss and let thoi
teachers renew their motivatior
and methods).

‘The tapes of the Family Serie:
| did during Februsry {Notes o.
which ere included in today's
newsletter) are aiso availahlc
May God Use them to Mel;
you. .

Girace Free Wil Baptist Church
? 0 Box 1003 e T
Leke City, S €T 29560
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{ am pleased ta acknowiedge
gifts to this ministry In MEMORY
of Mrs Ruth Paston Combs by
Mrs Eris Jones and {n HONOR of
Bill and Elise McBride by Mr and
Mrs E T Moody. t'm also very
pleased to THANK Mr and Mrs Bill
Evans, Josie Poston, Rev Leroy
Grant, Mellow Bellowflaowers, Mr
and Mrs Jonhn L Floyd, Mr and Mrs
Olee Elmore, and several from
the Senior Citizens for their
recent contributions to this
rministry. As you will see from
the rest of this page, my Moniter
broke and | had L0 arder anolher.
impossible without the help
these people gave me (and they
didn’t know vwhen they sent the
money that | would need a-
Moniter!! Isn't it great Lo see God
meet needs even before we aski).

WHEN BURDENS BLOOM

This has been a difficult week
for me sc far. Sunday Afternoon
my Computer Monitor “died”
leaving me dead in the water
with my work. Monday I had to
buy a new washing machine and
new glasses and in addition to
2ll the normal work I do I've
been trying {0 oversee the
remodeling of our Choir area,
with all the details that involves,
and I'm very very tired. That
means it must be time for me to
fook again at what God tells us in

His word to do “when Burdensg .

Bloom”™. '
I. CAST YOUR CARES ON THE
1L.OBD- ¥ Pet 5:7 Casting all

- "Potholes”

him; for Nt

QuUr Ccare upon )
4 Deposit &li

careth rfor Yyou.

your sanxieties, worrie€s. &Ix
concerns upon Him; oy he ;*.1 &
‘ IT he

concerned about you. €
Knows when the sparrow falls; i
he knows how many hairs I have
on my head; I can deposit my
"major” worries with Him also.
I11. CONFIDENTLY TRUST IL
GOD'S PLANS- Rom 8:28 Anc
we know that all thIngs wor..
together for good to ther:
that love God, to them who
are the called according to
his purpose. 1 don't XKnow the
REASONS but I am confident of
the RESULTS. God allows
Pressures to CONFORM me; Not
CRUSH me. If 1 hold on to God
thru this I will come out better
than ever. -

111. CONTINUE TO DO RIGHT-
Job 1:20-22 ZThen Job @ arose,
and rent MALs

mantle, anc
shaved his head, gnd el
down ' upon Che ground, a&na
worshipped. And said, Nakedo
came I out of my mother’'s
womnh; and  neked shall Z
return = thither, the Lo

gave, and the lord hath takenr
avay, blessed be the name or
the Lord. In all this -Job
sinned not, nor charged God
foolishly DBecause the road has
a little "up hill grade” right now
does not. mean I should stop
walking. I'm on a journey from
earth tw glory and a few

divert me from doing my job and
continuing my trip.
Preacher HNike P,

in .the road won't .

1611

p—

—



THE FAMILY - - 7 Rev MIRCHEAL JONES

THE FAMILY ™S PU Gen 1:27-28  2:15-25

1. THE REASON FOR A FAMILY Gen 1:27-28
P TE THE EARTH - . . )

A2 ?%p$HEL$R?MARY PURPOSE OF THE FAaMILY IS REPRODUCTIOM:s NQT
PLEASURE. P8 127:3 Lo, childnen ane an hanitage of the fLond: eand
the 4fnult of the womb As Ris newond. {MANY MANY MEN Affp: .
REMEMBERED IN THE SCRIPTURES SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY "BEGAT CHILDREN! ).
THEREFORE WE MUST FOCUS OM .OuR FAMILY IMSTEAD OF OUR FORTUNES.

[THIS MEANS THE SEX DRIVE 1S GOD GIVEN AND GOOD WHEN USBED IN THE
BOUNDARIES OF THE Famity. IT I8 PART OF THE "PULL”™ TOWARD .
ESTABLISHING A FAMILY~~ YOUNG PEGPLE NEED TO BE TAUGHT THAT T S NOT
WRONG TO HAVE SEXUAL FEELINGS BUT THAT THESE FEELINGS ARE TO
ESTABLISH THE FAMILYS NOT ENCOURAGE THEIR FANTASIES OR BE MADE AN
INSTRUMENT OF SELFISH PLEASURE (THIS WOULD HELP THEM DEAL WITH
PORNOGRAPHY » HOMOSEXUALS: "CasuaL”™ sSEx, ETC)

2. Gop’'s BATTLE WITH SATAMN. INVOLVES MAN REPOPULATING THE EARTH
INSTEAD OF GOD CREATING A VAST THROMG. EVERY CHILD 1S AnM OPPORTUNITY
FOR (GO0 OR A DEFEAT BY THE DEVIL - (WITH A BATTLE LIKE THAT GOING ON
YOU HAD BETTER SEEK GOD'S DIRECTION AMD GUIDAMCE ). )

: LR FON

B) SuBbuE~ HAVE DOMINION OVER (BRING UNDER CONTROL). o HAS MADE
Us. "MASTERS. OF THE EARTH”. THAT MEANS WE CAN'T ABUSE OR MISUSE IT's
RESDURCES, INTELLECTs INDUSTRY 'AND ENERGY ARE REGQUIRED.

fl. THE RESPONSIBILITY. OF A FAMILY Gen 231517

A) Dress: TEND THE GARDEN. SOME FAMILIES RAISE CROPS WHILE OTHERS
RAISE BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS;] SOME ARE PRUNERY WHILE SOME ARE PLANTERS,
BUT ALL MUST REALIZE THEIR GDAL IS TO USE THE EARTH'S RESOQOURCES
WISELY AMD PRODUCTIVELY. (DRUGS DO HARM WHEN USED 8Y FEOPLE BUT- GoOD
PROBABLY HAS A USEFUL AND NEEDFUL  PURPOSE FOR THEM 1F° IT WERE ONLY
SOUGHT QUTJY. WHAT ARE YOU DOING WITH THE RESOURCES (0D HAS .

ENTRUSTED TO YOUT? WHEN G0OD WALKS THRU YOUR GARDEN I8 1T A GARDEN
OR A GARBAGE HMEAPT? . " : :

B) Keer (GUARD? AGAINST TAKE OVER BY SATAN. SATAN TRIES TO TAKE
OVER OuRrR MINDS: OouR MORALS: AND OUR MISSION {(BY DIVERTING US INTO
FIGHTING OTHER "FARMERS” INSTEAD OF PULLING WEEDS). JESUS SAID THE
MAIN "WEEDS"™ WE DEAL WITH ARE tihe cones of this wonld, ihe
gecedlffuinest of niches, and the Rusts of octhen tihivas Lhat enten Jn
and choke the wond, end At becomeih undnulXful. (Magk 4:19)

How ARE YOU SUARDING YOUR FAMILY 'S MINDS FROM SATAMN'S ATTACK?T?
HOw ARE YOU GUARDING YOUR FAMILY 'S MORALS AGAINST SATAM'S ATTACK??

C) Know THE LimITS~ NEED BOUNDARIES. PARENTS RESFONSIBILITIES
INCLUDE SHOWING THEIR CHILDREM THE LIMITS AND THEW PUNISHING THEM IF
THEY EXCEED THEM,

PEOPLE HAVE LIMITS- NO ONE LIKES TD BE NAGGED) BULLIED: OR USED

SITUATION HAVE LIMITS- DO YOUR CHILDREN KNOW THE RULES OF
COURTING, 0OF COMPETITIONs OF COMPASZION



I111. THE REQUIREMENTS OF A FAMILY Gen 2:18-25
A) LomPanNToN= NOT ANIMAL TO WORK FOR, MNOT MAN TO BE FRIENDS WITH,

MOT (GO0 TO WORSHIP» BUT A WOMAN TO LOVE AND SHARE WITH., I Cor 11:18-
D Fort Ahe man As Mok of the woman; bul the woman of the mon.
Meitinern wos the mon cneoted fon the womon; buk the womesn fon the
man.  JESUS SAID THE ABILITY TO REMAIN SINGLE IS THE EXSEPTION
INSTEAD OF THE RULE~ MATT 19:11-12 JEsus sald unto them; ARL men
comnot necedve this sauing, sove they o whom At Ls givén. Fon Ahene
ane some eunuchs, which wene a0 barn fnom thoin mothern’s womb; and
thene ong Lome eunuchs, which wene make gunuchs of meni: and thene be
some 2unuchs, which have woode theamaefvers sumuches {on Lha kingdom of
heaven’s sake, He thet s able to necedve Aii, fek him necedlve ik,
ECC 4:9-912 LIST 4 GOOD REASONS WE NEED COMPANIOMNSHIP Two ana
betden fhan one; because they have o good newand fon thein Raboun.
Fon A4 Ly Laftl, fthe one wiflg 244% up his ﬁaﬁlow but woe kLo him
that Ade olone when ke foalleth;: 401 he hath noh anothen £o help him
wp, Agadn, A4 Rwo fie fogethen, hen they hove haat: how can
one be wanm afona? - And Aid oae prevaifl agaimsit khim, tw hald
wrkhetond himi oad o Ahneefold cond ie wok guickly bnoken.

1. "a GOOD REWARD FOR THETIR LABOR™* SHARIMG THE 0nvs

2. "1F THEY FALL> ONE HELPS THE OTHER"- SHARIMNG THE TROUBLES

3. "TWO TOGETHER HAVE HEAT”= SUSTAINING EACH DTHER

G4, TTWD SHALL WITHSTAND” - STRENGTHEN EACH OTHER
A COoMPAMION SHOULD BE PRAYED rFOR: AND SOUGHT WITH GOD'S DIRECTION
AND WITH ComMMoN SENSE (SEE THE EXAMPLE OF ISAAC’™S BRIDE "IN GeEM 240,
RELIGIDUS DIFFERENCES, Famiry DIFFERENCES: S001AL DIFFERENCES: AND
PERSONAL DIFFERENCES SHOULD BE EXAMINED IN THE LIGHT OF DAYS NOT THE
GLoW OF FASSION

B) Famiry Uit~ LEAVE FATHER AND MOTHER. LIKE CELLS 1M A BODY THE
LoRD HAS PROVIDED THAT WE DIVIDE AND MULTIPLY. THIS ALLOWS EACH
"sLock™ To STRENGTH THE EMTIRE Boov WHILE MATNTAINING IT'S PART.

Lon CaRES ABUuT FamIL1es] HE QANTS THEM TO FRGEPER LAWD BE AT FELTE.
Bur vou canN'T BE AT PEALE WITH YOUR FAMILY IF YOQU'RE NOE AT PEACE
WiTh GODy YOu Ccan’T ASK YOUR WIFE TO SusMmIT TO YOU IF yOU ARE NOT
WILLING TO SUBMIT TO GDDs vou CAN' T ASK YOUR CHILDREN TO OBEY You IF
YO WON'T OBEY GDOD.

| 3 ¥



THE FAMILY REV MIARCHEAL JaMES

THE FAMILY *S PRIORITIES
EpH 522 ~ 6:4

WIVES arRE To SUBMIT To amnD REVERENCE

rl _ THEIR HUuSBANDS

ﬁHILOREN ARE T0O UBEY THEIR PARENTS IN THE Loro aMD TO HONOR THEM
USBANDS ARE TO LOVE THEIR WIVES aAs CHRIST LOVED THE CHURCH AND AS

HE LOVES HIS OWN B0DY. THEY ARE TO PROPERLY DISCIPLINE (NGT PROVOKE)

I:EIﬁOgSELDREN WHILE TRAINING THEM 1IN THE NURTURE AND ADMOMITION OF

1. THE WIFE

EQ&EL?UEZ{$N§2H$H§REEK WORD MEANS TO YIELD TO THE AUTHORITY OF AN
TRUST AnD Faton T ORD= IN ORDER FOR THIS TO HAPPEN THERE MUST BE
. THERE ARE 2 EXAMPLES GIVEN:

1. THE HUSBAMD 18 HEAD OF THE WIFE AS CHMRIST 15 HEAD OF THE
CHURCH~AS THE BODY OF CHRIST LOOKS TO THE HEAD FOR DIRECTION AND
HOURISHMENT S0 THE WIFE SHOULD LOOK TO THE HusBanD. (THE HUSBAND
THEM MUST LEAD S0 THE WIFE WILL HAVE DIRECTION AND SUPPLY THE
HOURISHMENT NECESSARY FOR THE BODY TO DEVELOP AMD STAY HEALTHY ). IF
THE WIFE KMNOWS THAT HER SUBMITTING IS A WAY OF DEVELOPING ANMD HAVING
HER NEEDS MET THEN SHE CAM DO SO WITH ZEST INSTEAD OF ANGER

2. Az THE CHURCH 1S SUBJECT TO CHRIST, 50 LET THE WIVES BE
SUBJECT TO THEIR OWW HUSBANMDES. THE CHURCH RECOGNIZES THE AUTHORLTY
OF CHRIST AS SHE WORKS FOR MIS GLORY: EVEN S0 THE WIFE SUBMITS TO
THE AUTHORITY OF THE HUSBAND AS SHE SEEKS TO BUILD HIM UP (REALIZINMG
THAT BY BUILDING UP HER HUSBAND SHE 15 ACTUALLY HELPIMG HERSELF ).

B) REVERENCE (GREEk- TO BE IN AWE OFJ) HER HUSBAND~ IN ORDER FOR
THE MAN TO FUMCTIOM FROPERLY HE NEEDS RESPECT (THE MAIN THING GOD
REGUIRES OF HIS PEOPLE). PROV 313123 sSaAvYS THAT THE HUSBAND OF A
VIRTUGUS WOMAN IS known An the gaies, when he sitielh omong the
afderws of the fond., A WIFE IS 7o BUILD UP HER HUSBAMDs NOT
DESTROY HIS EGO AMD ENERGY BY CONSTANTLY BELITTLING HIM AND HIS WORK

So THE WIFE'S PRIORITIES MUST BE TO RECOGNIZE HER PLACE 1IN THE
FaMmiILY AND RESPECT HER HUSBAND FOR SHE KNOWS THAT By BUILDIWNG UP HER
HIUSBAND SHE IS IN REALITY BUILDING UP HER ENTIRE FAMILY,

I11. THE CHILDREN )

AY OBEY (GREEK- SUBMIT TO A HIGHER POWER) THEIR PARENTS IN THE
LORD. CHILDREN MUST ACCEPT THE FACT THAT THEIR PARENTS MAY NOT
ALWAYS BE RIGHTS AND IT MAY SEEM AS IF SOMETIMES THEY DON'T
LUNDERSTAND BUT THEY ARE ALWAYS RESPONSIBLE AND MUST BE DBEYED (MARK
Twaltl SAID THAT WHEN HE WAS 14 HE THOUGHT HIS PARENTS WERE VERY DUMB
BUT BY THE TIME HE REACHED 30 THEIR INTELLECT HAD IMPROVED
DRAMATICALLY ). A REBELLIOUS SPIRIT IN A CHILD WILL AFFECT THEM AtL
THEIR LIFE AND MUST BE DEALT WITH.

B HONOR your PaAaRENTS. £ PROMISES ARE GIVENM:?

1. 1T mMmaAY BE WELL WITH YDOU HERE
2. YO mMaY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH

THE CHILDREN'S PRIORITIES MuST BE To 0OBEY THEIR PARENTS AND TO

HONOR THEIR FPARENTS.



[T1. HUSBANDS
AY LOVE THEIR WIFE
1. As CHRIST LOVED
T SACRIFINE FoR HER 1M DROER
REC LOUSHESS 5 5 RISHES
Pﬁhcéuuzﬂtgé-bﬂvﬁﬁ H1S OWN BoDY—- HE NOURISHES (FEEDS) AND CHE
[ VT i
(mAaRDS FEEL SPECIEL).QREN
‘ EIR nik ; THEIR
B)1TRQéEA1?VELY, THEY ARE NOT TO PROVOKE (DRIVE TO ANGER)

n 3 ND

CHILDREN. THIS MEANS REASOMNABLE RESPOMSIBLE DISCIPLINE A
. LINES, . -
e 1TIVELYs THEY ARE TO TRAIN THEM UP IN THE NUTUR% E;Hiﬁgs
THAT BUILD THEM UPJ AND ADMONITION (WARNINGS ABOUT DAMGER
LR .

MAMY £ ATHERS HAVE ABDICATED THE DISCIPLINE AND DISCIPLESHIF OF
THEIR (HILOREM TO THE WIVES. THIS OUGHT HOT SO TO BE.

\ ING
THE CHURCH AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR 1T. WILL

TO MAINTALIN HER PURITY AWHD

A GRCD EXAMPLE OF A FAMILY THAT HAD IT'S PRIORIVIES RIGHT 1%
ABRAMAM S FaMiLy:

1. IHE HussambD~ ABRAHAM WAS REIPECTED BY (OL BECALSE WE TRAINED HIS
CHILDREN= BEN 12:317-19 And ihe LORD sodd, Shaff T ride £Lnowm

Abrigham dhot thiag whlch | do:  Szeimg Lhot Abnaham ahafl swnely
become o gneat avedl mighty watlion, aad alf ithe wnations of the eanth
Lheite be bfesord n him? Fon T kaow ham, thoal he wilg command buie
chiladnen ond hie housshold afdien Kim, and they shafl keep hhe way of
thea LORD, o do justlce ond dudamendk; 2hak e LORD moy brnawg apon
Abriokam fkak which he haih spoken of him.

2. THe WiFe~ Saram— [ PET 316 Even oo Sane shayed Abnaham,

caffing him fond: whose doughiens ye one, e Rong abs we do wedl, oad
arg et adnoeld wiih oaay amazament.

3. THe CHiLp~ ISaAc~ WILLING TO DIE aT HIS FATHER'S COMMAND

5o THE WIFE HAZ A RESFPONSIBLE TO BUILED UF HER MUSBAND AND HER
FAMILY BY ACCEFTING HER PLACE AND RESPECTING MER HUSBANG. THE
CHILDREN HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF OBEYING AND HONORING THEIR
PARERT 3, AND THE HUSBANDS HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY oOF LAVING THEIR
WIFE AND TRAINING THEIR CHILDREMN., THESE ARE 30D GIVEN REQUIREMENTS
FOR A FPROPER HOME LIFE~ IF THEY ARE IGNOREL OR DI1SRESARDED THEN THE
FAMILY WILL SUFFER ACCORDINGLY. [F THEY ARE HEEDED THEN THE FamiLy
Wlil, FUNCTION A3 THE UNIT GO0 INTEMDED.

~ TuEsE PRIORITIES ARE NOT NORMAL~ THEY CaN OMNLY BE MAINTAINED IF
THE MEMBERS OF Tok FAMILY ARE SUBMITTED TO THE LORD FOR SALVATION
AMD LEADERSHIF. THE "FLESH” WILL REBEL AGAINST YIELDIMG 1178 RIGHTS
FOR THE GOGD OF OTHERS BUT THE SPIRIT COMNTROLLED CHRISTIAM WILL FIND
REAL JO¢ ang PEACE IN WORKING IM THEIR PLAGE IN THE FAMILY. .



UNDERSTANDING THE FAMI[Yy Rev b
EV MIRCHEAL JomEs
THE FAMILY s pProBLEms

PROV 18:21-24
I. COMMUNICATIONS
A}VLACK OF CoMMuNICATION ABROUT
j, Progy EMs= TTOOTHRPASTE"
2. PERzONALITY= MORMNING P

- LITTLE FOXES THAT SPOIL THE VINE
3. PERSONAL NEEDS-

ERSON VS EVENING PERSON
EVERYONE NEEDS TO HEAR "I Love You™

N REGULARLY . " "
SOMETIMES. [(BEWARE THE "MARTYR™ o TONE NEEDS A LITTLE "seace

COMPLEX THAT COMMUNICATED
Amg)c?emus INSIEAD OF SAYINGs "I NEED SOME TIME TO MYSELF"?ITH S1ens
00 MUCH "COMMUNICATION"- |

1. FIGHTING~ NEVER FIGHT WITH DEADLY WEAPONS-

- "LDVED‘YOUs YOou "RE SO SLOPPY)

. EELINGS" -~ TRYING TQ ANALYZE EVERY FEELING OR CIRCUMSTANGE
LEADS TO MISUNDERSTANDING (MY WIFE AND 1 CAN SAY AS MUCH
WITH A TOUCH SOMETIMES AS WITH A BOGK OF WORDS).
FRD 10:19 Twm dhe mufiizude of wonds rheone wownieih wot

_ AN but he thot nefraineth his Lipe is wise.

3. Forting- TRYIMG To "NAG" O EMBARRASS SOMEONE INTO GOING WHAT

YOU THINK THEY OUGHT T0 Do, PRO 27315 A continuof dnopping Jin a
vany noaivg day and o contentlious womon oang oldika.

[1. CONSISTENCE
A) DESIRE = DESIRE IN YOUTH=- PRQ 6:23-29 Fon the commandment

As o Romp: ond the Row As Right: ond neproods of Anetrnuckion ane the
woaly of ife: To kezp thea 4fnom the evif womawn, 4Hnom the {fLatfeny of
thae Longue of-a asftnamge womown. Luwsi nok adken hoen beauty La Lhineg
heont; weidthen Lok hen Xnke thae wiih hen eyeflides., Forn by meorns of
a whondsh wemon o man is bnought 10 o plece of bneoad: and the
aruliress will huwat don the pneclous ife. Con o mon take fdne in
s doson, and Wis Bothes not be bummad? Can one g0 upan hok
comls, and his feet ok be bwrmmerd? So he dthoat geoeth v o his
naightoun s wife) whosoeven foucheih hen shofg wnok be iwnocend,
~DESIRE FOR ADULTS (SeEe 1 CoOr T7:) FRO 5:18-20 Let thy founitodin

he bfessed! and nejolce wilth the wifde of thy uvoukh., Led nen be o
the foving hind and pleosankt moe; fek hen bnrneosts solfisfy thee ax
afl times; and be thou navished afwaus wiih hen Rove, And why ol i
thou, my Lon, be noviehed wikh o sinonge womawn, ond embnace the
bosom of o stnangen?

WORDs {1 NeveRr

B) DEVELOFMENT- PEREONAL AND FAMILY GROWTH. DON'T ALLOW YOUR
FAMILY TO “STAGNATE” ARDUND A TV OR IN A RUT. ENCOURARBE EACH OTHER
TO GROW AMD DEVELOP . _

CY OISCIRPLINE~ SET KNOWN BOUNDARIES: NAME DEFINITE PUNISHMENTS

i11. CASH
A) LoOVE nF $ ABDVE FamIcy
B) SHORTAGE OF= DEBT, DOING WITHOUT
£) CONTROL OF- 2 PAYCHECK FAMILIES, ALLOWANCE

ANSWER To YOUR FaMILY’S PROBLEMS: _
FamiLy ALTAR~ YIELD HEART 70 (500 'S CONTROL AND PL?: o NEW PLAN
BipLE PRINCIFLES— NOT EVER Tom, Dick, AND HARRY WITH
CoMMITMENT TO GoD~ COMMON FOUNMDATION: COMMON FAITH )



.;i'F4F7:_Eijmna‘ra;A~w-

. 22 . . o
g - ABRAHAM A r7-19
- SacRIFICE~ ABRAHAM A - Hes 1131 :
e %OBTﬁP?gﬂiﬁiggﬁéoa'wlTH VOUR CHILDREN'S LIFE he Khok
A) FALT .

. pondd
\ wos rrked a%éangd up Tsool: . .
faith Ahnakhom, when he ; - gatimn HUF, o4 whom
By 404 x

o up' hls OWY OF ' tng thok
hod neceived Lhe priomioes ofparied up nid ' Q;ﬁzax;ng
ik wos paid: Thaiuiﬁm m up, @uen griom rha qaud, &?E:AC o DIE
Cod wak 0bIE T e o 4lguna. ABRAM WAS WILLING FaRLL? AC ToioW maNY.
e naceaved AU rook FOR i TO BE LN Goo's WiLL! vE 0 Gan s
L abs DRI HHATEIR'CHILDREN to accepT THEIR PLAN N D s PLAN 18
o DR;VEP:?LD'S L IFE BECAUSE THEY poN'T BELIEthmxn A
ﬁLANXiigL;HERJPLEAQURASLE. WHEN PROVERBS 2&;& ;AY$ e ok
tﬁEZd An khe woy -he should gqj-mﬂd when he A h EHILDM?ﬁ&
depont 4rom Lk 1T IS REFERRING TO TRATNRING :PTHEY L PeEk’ TO DO
LUMDERSTAMD WHAT GOOD WANTS THEM TO DO AND THE T B EACE AND
THAT ALWAYS, FOR THAT'S THE ONLY PLAN THEY LL ND
CoRTENMTMENT TN, : )

B) FaiTH To TRusT LoD JO OO WHAT vOU CaN'F DO~ NHENﬁlSAALM:aKED
ABRAHAM WHERE THE LAMB FOR THE SACRIFICE WAS ABRAHAM SALDs PN
oo, God wifl wnovide Wimsefld o Lamb 4on o bunnk ofgaung i (HEN
27:8%, Yau WAy NOT ALWAYS UNDERSTAND HoW GO WiLL DO WHAT HE WANTS
10 DO BUT YOUR CONFIDENCE IN GOD WILL INSPIRE THE OBEDIENCE QF YOUR
FAMILY . YOU MAY MAKE HONEST MISTAKES AS A PARENT BUT BECAUSE YOU ARE

PEDICATED TO GOB'S WILL AND DETERMINED TO OBEY GOD COMPLETELY YOU
KMOW GOD wILE PROVIDE WHAT YOU CAN'T. '

THREE . Bas1C PRINCIPLES! 1) GoU HONORS TOTAL LOMMITMENT. 23 Goo
Homors TRAINING. AMD 3) Goo HONORS TRUST. 'YET WHEN APPLIED THEY WILL

CHANGE YU AND VOUR FAMILY. BUT THE APPLICATION CAN ONLY TAKE PLACE
AFTER wOuRr DEDICATION TO Gop. IF YOU'RE GOLNG TO USE THESE

PRINCIPLES TO BUILD YOUR FAMILY THEN YOU MUST GET ON THE "Rock™ S0

THE STORMS OF LIFE WON'T DESTROY YDUR WORK. ThaT Rock 15 JEsus, Do
YOU KNOW HIM A% YOUR PERSONAL SAVIDUR TODAY * .

THE FAMILY

. g . REV MIRCHEAL JONES
GRACE FREE Wittt Baptist C - GRA B GLORS X -
P 0 Bax 1003 P LHORCH GRACE Atl BLORY OUTREACH MINISTRY

Lake Citys S C 29580
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how CHRIST-

QWWWWW@WW%

I've been doing a 1ot of thinking

lately about what king ogr Church

Jesus would wamt us to have i

belive it ig a Church t
a
on 3 areas: " t.majcrs

(1) EVANGELIZATIDN
(2) EDIFICATION, AND
(3) EDUCATION.

;VANEEL!ZATS&N-— Jesus came
into the world ta save Sinners
He didn't come tg '
establish a kKingdom
IN this world, He

tame to rescue i
people FROM tmig
warld {which is

bound far destruction).

Qur Job is to tell men they are
Sinners and point them to Jesus
Christ as their only hope and
Salvation. When a Church or a
Pastor Jloses sight aof this
primary goal then they lose their
right to functian as a Church [a
liospital that stops treating the
sick in order to do nothing but
Arain it's doctors and nurses has
lost it's focus and functiont].
EDIFICATION- The Church MUST
Build Up those it Brings In. They

must grow from “bickering
Babes” into "Growing Grown ups”
thatl and
P o P

Grace Free Will Baptist Church

P 0O 3o0x 1003
Lake City, S C 29560

advance His work un earth. Theg
Church must teach each persor
whgre they fit in the Body of
Christ and then give them mean=:
and motivatiion to develop their
QT if Chrigtians 8ra Lo SHINE ir
the world instesad of be SHAME
by their wickedness then the¢
Must learn that God calls us to
Holiness instead of Happiness---
an.cs then learn thgt Holiness
brings real Happiness because we
are at peace with gur God and
with ourselves.
EDUCATION- Tha Church must
learn to follow the axampie of
Christ when he chose disciples
to train so that g
they could carry §
on after his death. E ~
The same example taught by Pau!
as he trained up men to carry on
and expand his work.

If the next generation is to

survive Confusion and
Compromise and Cults then
they must have a solic
foundation of Biblicatl

background and knowiedge.

This will only happen wpeq
the Church stops "playing
school and becomes committed
to Bibtical Education.

i Christ | _ -
exam%&@@ﬂﬁ@@@

Nonprofit Organization
U S Poslage PAID
Permit B



we are in the
process of setling up
just such a program
here at Grece and |
believe God is going
to Be honored by it
angd  will in  turn
nonor 1t. wWe want to
make sure that every
person ywho come to
aur Church receives
information about
how to be saved and
an opportunity to
accepnt Christ .

We wolso want to
make sure that
everyone who
attends our church
receives a Place and

8 Push ta work for -

the Lord (Around
here theyre called
"Grace Volunteersg”

You find out you've
"Voluntearag” for a
}ab  when TP
you hear RE 0
it announced from
_the PUlpit or gep it
in the Bulietinm.

wWa are glso
developing a program
that wil allow ys to
measure the amaount
;)ur Studentsg
earning in Sund
Schooi. By the 'Fi?r?g
Our studentg reach -
the Teen Clasgs we
want thern to know
Basisg Bible
Knnw!edge (The 12

areg .

Commandments- 10
plus the 2 great
Commandments, the

nooks of the Bible,
etc.). wWe also want
them to Know 8and
use the Bibla “rosds”
to Salvation as well
as understand aboutl
the Doctrines of Sin,
Salvation, and
Sanctification.

| hope to be able ta
develpp this into &
long range course so
theat every section of
our Sunday Schoaol
will know just what
is expected of it.
Then | hope Parents
will  want  their
children to attend
Sunday School, not
from a negetive feer
of having to face the
Preacher, but from a
CRAr POSitive  desire
to see that their
Children are taught
th'f" Frecepts gang
Principles of the
Bible.
~We want everyone
'n this arga ig
attend gyr Church.
Promotiong will get
them tp 100k us over-
Programs  wij) N
them tp g get
- give us g
_Second Look™; byt
L8 0ur PEOPLE thay
wWill make them Stay

MEMORIAL
THANKS to Bill and
Flise McBride for
a gift t.o ouxy
putreach Ministry
in memory of HNMr.
Johnny Robertson .

Theze two friends
have been S0 Very
Ffaithful to

very
this ministry ove.

the past couple of

yeEars snd wE
really appreciats
them.

THANKS also to Mrs

Mable Parker, Mre
Bessie OGrooms, M
and Mrs Mixon,
ana Mr Marion
Coker. Your gifts

help me  buy ths

new Monitor
desperately
while
to
send
tapes,

I sc
needed
allowing m:
continue to
out sermon

ublish
books, andp mail
newvsletters I'n

looking forwara tp

even greater
“hings in the gay:
to come. =

Preacher e

—



'l SO GLAD I'M SAVED
Pz 107:2 Let the redeemed of the Lord =zay
20, whom he hath redeemed from the- h.and
ol the enemy;

Saturday, March 19 is my Eﬁth
Birthday!! I was born sagain on
Monday Night March 19, 1962 at New
Prospect FWVB Church in "Shinbone
Alley”, S C. It was the greatest thing
o happen in my life and I want to
share some of the details with you
today.

The first thing I think of about my
Salvation is CONCEBRN. I grew up in a
home where we very seldom attended
Church. My parents taught us good
moral principles but we had little 10
do with the Bible snd Church. My
next door neighbor was Mr. Buster
Poston, a deacon in New Prospect
Church. As a young boy growing up I
watched Mr Buster and realized that
he had "something” that made his
life different- and he kept trying 1o

share it"with me!! Even though I was

“one of  those

the rest of the family. [ thought 1 hag
missed' my chance until 1 learned the
next day 'at School that they had
decided to continus the Revival
another week. Monday night [ could
hardly wait for the Evangelist o
finish speaking so I could o forward
1o accept Christ. When the invitation
was Ziven I staried forward and felt s
tuz on my coat; one of my friends ws=
trying 1o encoursge me, but I thought
he was itrying 10 stop me. 20 I left mv
coat with him and wen?t 1o the Aliar!!

I didn't know much "Theology” but I
knew I was lost and wanted to have
my sins forgiven. As 1 knelt at ths
Altar someone leaned over and tolad
me to  "Trust Jesus". I did- and havs
been doing so ever since. He forgave
my sinsg, came into my heart throush
the Spirit, and made me (yes. ME) =
son of God. 1 still can’t get over tha
fact that God Could, and Would, and Did
Save me.

And, finally, because of that night
25 years ago. my lifc

Jones boys" he
loved me and kept
inviting me to
attend Church
with his family so

If God can save Mlke_Jones has been CHANGED.
then He can and will save
YQOU. Trust Him today.

My body became the
temple of the Holy
Spirit and He hs.
been conforming

I could learn about the Person who
made such a difference in his life. He
made a special effort to invite me 10
ﬂ;ngevivaI being held in March of
1

That brings us 1o my l:mm&'
On the Friday night of the Revival 1.

felt God dealing with my heart about

mvy 2in and realized that I was lost and

doomed for Hell without God. 'I passed -

it off that night by saying that I
would get saved on Saturday night.
Saturday night [ did not feal God's
Spirit a1t all- and [ was one more
scared 14 year old boy (First leszon
God taught me was that HE is God and
vyvou come on HIS termsil) I

determined in my bed on Saturday

night that I would go 10 the Altar
Sunday and beg God to accept me; but
my dad decided to 0o om a Picnic
Sunday Morning and I had to go with

‘Dthers.

me to the imsge of Jesus Christ. I've
hed ups and dovms, made mistake:
(and felt the chastening hand of
God!), and found that the greastest part
of Salvation is.not it's beginning but
the fact that it just Keeps getlins

. _betier and better.

I'm glad God loved me Enuugh o ler

‘Jesus die for me. I'm gzlad someone
shared the Good News of the Gospel
., with me. And I'm very zlad that God

now allows me to spend my life and
Enefgv sharing the Gospel with

God wanis ta <o for you what He dic
for me. Bul you must come 8s an
humble sinner willing o accept &

‘greal Saviour by & simple act of Faith.
You don't have 10 know a lot or even

do a lot- you just have to trustChrist
8s Saviour and follow Him ss Lord.Lel

- me know IT 1 can Help, Preacher Mike



7 GOLD STARS W

to Kathy Lewis and
Hope Frye for their
work with our young
people. They are in
Charge of
CHILDREN'S <Church
(3-5) the first and
third Sunday in each
month and JUNIOR
Church (6-12) the
first and third
Wednesday in each
menth. This is a
Minmistry that I have
prayed for for a long
time and I
appreciate the work
and eflort they put
in in order to train
our young people for
Christ. (You parents
can help a great deal
by encouraging your
children to be here

for these  special
services AND BY
BEING . HERE
YOURSELF.
Some Recent

"Grace Volunteers®
irtclude . VACATION
BIBLE SCHODIL.
COMMITTEE -

Michelle

Mcallister, Rathy
Lewvis, —and Hape -
Frye (We  think
wve're qoing to

develop 8 program
around Bihle
Charscters this

year) .

HASTER BREAKFAST
-COMMITTER - Russel
Lowder, Howard
Frye, and. Marion
Coker. Baster
Sunday Morning we
have Sunrise

Service at 7:00om,
Breakfast at 8:00/
Sungay School at
9:00 and Preaching
at 10:00 with no
night service that
day. It’s one of
our favorite days
of the year.(This year
it going to be daublely
“Exoiting” since the time
changes on Easter Sunday
Marning and every one will
lose an extra hour in addition
to having to be at Church at
7 :D0am)

Keep in ming also
that Tuesday, March
29 will be

_graduation night for
the Spring Session of
Bethel Bible
Institute. " Friday,
April 1 will be our
Celebration of Good

- Friday, and Monday,

April- 4 the Lower
- Florence County
Minister's Fellowship
will meet
Grace at 9:00am.

HDFIE —+ey gt‘.“E
WMS QGN

here at -

HOW T HAVE STRERGT 1
1. The WAY of the Lord-
Prov 10:29 7he way of b
lord Is sGeagli o bw
sarepil,  bat e sl tron
shalf be o e workers of
Fraparrly . A) Physical
Strength from treating Body
as temple of Haly Spirit BJ
Spiritual Strength from right
relationship with the Lord C)
Emeational Strength becaus
as Peage with Self, Sooietq .
Saviour

2. WAIT on the Lord- Is
4031 Bt ey Ghat wa:
ooy & Lovd shall renew
thesr strenglh, Gwy shall
mount &3 wrht  wegs as
aagley, thwy Shall ran, an:
not bo weary, and ey s/
wa i, anef not Famé  A) Rest
8) Reflection C) Renewal

AN of which can be sursroed
up in the words of Psalms
23 :2-3 He maial me fo /e
L9 &1 green pastwres. e
Reade s nw besrfe e s
walprs, Mo rostforelit my
soul- e ety me &
patis of regfifeouswess v
s name 5 sake.

B. WALK for the Lord- Zeoh
10:12 Ang I will stroenglive:
ety &1 8w Lord, and Oy
ST Wl g sl o wn &1 (e

. manwe, sarth the lard A)

Produces Stamina as  we
exoergise B) Slows our

_ hurried pace to God's Patient
Pace

4. ONENESS with the Lord-
Phil 4:13 fcan o all Hings
Hvough Cthrivt WS,
strongtioneti ne. A) The
SCOPE of our Strength- Dr

‘all things B) The SOURCE of

our Strength- Through Christ

Cﬁezmuﬁﬁg‘ %



_— TWO MEN NAMED SAUL
I Sam 26:2%1 1 have plaged the Fool
IT Tim 4:7 1 hoave kepk xhe Faiih

MOST OF US WERE REQUIRED TO READ A BOOK ENTITLED A "TALE OF TWO
CITIES" WHEN WE WERE I[N SCHOOL. IT BEGINS) "THESE WERE THE .BEST OF
TIMES. THESE WERE THE WORST OF TIMES”. S50 IT IS WITH THE CHARACTERS
IN TODAY 'S LE=2SOM. (ORNE wWas A KING? OME SPOKE TO KINGS ABOUT THEIR
SOULS. DONE HAD A TREMENDOUS BEGIMMING AMD ENDED UP A DISASTER. ONE
HAD A TREMENPDOUS BEGINNING aANMD ENDED UP A DIscIrLE. ONE CAME TOQ THE
END OF HIS LIFE COMMITTING SUICIDEs WHILE PROCLAIMING, "I HAVE
PLAYED THE FQOL"3 THE ODTHER DIED WITH A 3MILE OM HIS FACE, A SONG IN
HIS HEARTs; AND A FINAL SERMON; "1 HAVE KEPT THE FAarTH".

TopaY | WANT US TO EXAMINE THE TRAGEDY ANWD TRIUMPH OF THESE "TwWo
MeEN MaMED SAULY. ONE IS SAUL: THE FIRST KING OF ISRAEL. THE OTHER IS
SAUL WHO BECAME PAUL» APOSTLE TO THE GSENTILES AND: GREAT WORKER FOR
Gob. ! WANT US TO SEE IN THESE EXAMPLES HOW MEN MISUSE» AMD LOSE)
THEIR GLORIOUS PRIVILEGES FROM GODS AND HOW GOD CAMN TAKE ANY YIELDED
VESGEL AND MAKE IT INTO & VESSEL UNTO HONOR. AMD 1 WANT US TO SEE
THE VERY REAL DANGER THAT MANY FACE TODAY OF PUTTING SELF AHEAD OF
SAVIOUR AND ENDIMNG UP LOSING THEIR "THROMNE": THEIR TRUST, AND THEIR
SOULS .

I. SAUL THE KING EVERYTHING WAS "SET FOR SUCCESS™ IN HIS LIFE:

1. PHYSICALLY ENDOWED- [ Sam 9:2 #nd he hod a son, whose name
wos Sauf, a choice woung man, and a goodly: av! thene wae Mok among
the chifdnen of leneel a goodlien pernson ihan he: fnom his shoukdens
and ypwond he waes highen than any of the people. A HaND3SOME MANM
wHD "SToOD OUT IN THE CrOWD". (COMPARE TO WHAT IS SAID ABOUT PauL-
11 COR 10:10 Fon his fekiten, say kthey, ane weighiu ond powengul;
but his bodify pnesence s weak, and hWis speech conktempiible )

2. Sociatily CORRECT~ MODEST WHEM TALKING TO SaMuEL~ [ Sam 9:21
And Soul avewened and sodid, Am ot T o Benjamite, of kxhe smaklest of
the irlbes of Tenael? ond my family the Leaost of afft the familles &f
the tnibe of Banjoamin? whenefone then speokest thou oo Lo me?

SAUL WOULD HAVE BEEN ONE OF THE FIRST TO BE INVITED TO A PARTY
BECAUSE HE WAS "PRETTY AND PLEASANT".

3. A RELIGIOUS MAN~ WHEN SAMUEL FIRST TALKED WITH SauL HE TOLD HIM
{1 Sam 10:6) The Spinii of the Lond wifl come upon thee, ond thou
Ahaltr pnophesy with them, ond shofl be twmed inio aﬂoihen mon, .,

EVERY SIMNGLE EXCUBE THE WORLD USES TODAY TO JUSTIFY FPEOPLE IN SIN
WAS MISSING IN SaAuL. HE COULDN'T BLAME HIS HEALTH> SOCIETY: OR EVEN
HIS CHURCHS YET HE UTTERLY FAILED IN HIS POSITION AS KING AND IN HIS
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD. WHY 2?7
W DID SAUL FAIL AND END UP SO MISERABLY??

AY LoseE oF FatrTth—- I Sam 13:11-14 HE LOOKED AT THE QUTWARD
CIRCUMSTANCES (HIZ ARMY WAS DISSOLVING WHILE THE EMEMY WAS
IMCREASING) AND INSTEAD OF TRUST:NZ GOD HE OFFERED THE SACRIFICE

THAT ONLY SAMUEL SHOULD HAVE OFFERED. AND SAMUEL SAID, Thou hask
done foolisnfy: Lhou host nok kept the commondment of %Lhe Lond Lhy

God, which he commanded dhee: fon now would the Lond have
estabfished thy kingdom upen Lernaef fomn even. Buk mow thy lkingdom
shofll ok confivue: the Loid hath sought him a wmoan afken his oun
heant, and the Lond hath commonded him 1o be cophain oven his
people, because ihou hoek mot kepik Lhat which the Lond commnaaed
thea. HOW MANY PEDOPLE TODAY SERVE GOD WHEM EVERYTHING LOOKS GOOD
BUT ABANDOMN SHIP WHEN THEY SEE A STORM APFROACHING. (SOMETIMES THEY
GET CAUGHT BY THE STORM AND THEY STaY OM BOARD UNTIL IT APFEARS THAT
GOD IS MNOT GDING TO CALM THE STORM IMMEDIATELY~ THEN THEY SEEK THE
FIRST "LIFE BOAT” THAT COMES ALONG.



B) Lack OF FArTHFuULNESS- 1 Sam 15:10-24 (0DS COMMAND wgz@vsﬂv
PLAIN--KILL ALL THE PEOPLE»> SLAY ALL THE ANIMALS, SAUL_MANTE rs
SOMETHING TO SHOW OFF3 SOME PRIZES TO $HOW EVERYONE. WHEN H : s
FOUND OUT HE TRIED TO EXCUSE HIS FAILURE BY BLAMING THE PEOPLBEST
SAYING HE WAS REALLY TRYING TO DO (GOD A FAVOR BY KEEPING Tﬁt15.22)
FOR A SACRIFICE 7O GOD. BUT SAMUEL QUIGKLY TOLD HIM, (1 Sam 153
Hoth the Lond oo great defdght Jn burmki offerungs emd.:&aua.i.a&;\cu,
0t An obeuding Ahe valce of the Lond? Behofd, 1o obey A» pekten X haon
socnifidce, ond Lo haorken thovn the 4ot of nams. .

How MANY PEOPLE TODAY DISOBEY BGOD AND THEN TRY TO "SALVE THEIR
CONSCIENCE” BY AN EXTRA DOLLAR IN THE OFFERING PLATE. OR THEY SAYs I
DO AS MUCH AS MOST PEOPLE DO IN'THE CHURCH} NOT REALIZING THAT
INCOMPLETE OBEDIENCE IS DISOBEDIENCE. v '

POSSIBLY SOME OF THE SADDEST SENTEMNCES ABOUT THIS SAUL ARE FOUND
IN I Sam 15:34-45 Then Samuef went o Ramoh: and Scul wenk up %o
hioe house teo Gibeah of SJuulR, And Samuel came no mone 1o sez Soul
unt il ihe day of his deaih: meveniheless Samuel mowmed fon Saul:
ond the Lond nepenkad thak hea had made Saul king oven Tanaef.
SEPARATED FROM THE PREACHER: SEFARATED FROM Gobi Ut

THERE IS A LINE BY US UNSEEN
THAT CROSSES EVERY PATH
THE HIDDEN BOUNDARY BETWEEN
Gop’s PATIENCE AND HIS WRATH.
0 WHERE 15 THAT MYSTERIOUS BOURNE
By WHICH OUR PATH IS CROSSED,
BEYOND WHICH GOD HIMSELF HAS SWORN
THAT HE WHO GOES IS LOST?
HoWw FAR CAN ONE GO ON IN SIN?
HOw LONG WILL MERCY SPARE?
WHERE DOES GRACE END AND WHERE BEGIN
THE CONFINES OF DESPAIR?
AN ANSWER FROM THE SKY IS SENT:
YE wHO FROM GOD DEPART,
WHILE 1T IS CALLED TODAY REPENT,
AMD HARDEN MOT YOUR HEART.
LINK MOWN

THERE wWAS ANDTHER SAUL. HOWEVER. RAISED AS A PHARISEE: ZEALOUS FOR
THE LORD'S WORK: LOST AMD GOING TG HELL APART From GoD. He meT
CHRIST ON THE RoapD T0 Damascus, CHANGED HIS LIFEy ANMD IM SPITE OF
PERSECUTIONS AND PROBLEMS WAS ABLE TO STAND AT LLIFE'S SUNSET AND
BOLDLY PROCLAIM, "1 HAVE KEPT THE FAITH™.

HWHICH SAUL ARE YOou?? THE ONE GUIDED BY PRIDE aND PEOFLE'S
DPINIONS OR THE ONE WHO MAS BEEN "CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST,..AND THE
LIFE I NOW LIVE I LIVE BY THE FAITH OF THE SoN DF Gop”.

WHEN LIFE'S CURTAIN COMES DOWN ON YOU WILL YOU LOOK UP WITH A
SMILE AND BOLDLY PROCLAIM, ™[ HAVE KEPT THE FAITH”. DR WILL YQuU
SADLY .SAY AS YOU ARE CAST FROM GOD 'S PRESENCE; "1 HAvE PLAYED THE
FootL 1?2777
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EASTER SERVILCES

A L[700AT] Surrise Service
Join us fgor & time of
worship and praise, special
music, and ithe Gospel
message from our bGuest
Spenker— Rev JJohnny Evens.

“* [Remember that the time will
* change Saturday night, so get
to bed early and be here in time
to enjoy all the Blessings].

[B-00Al]|Breakfast

A YVERY SPECIAL Breaskfast
is planned for everyone
ioltowing the Sunrise
Service. Eoas, Grits,

Sausage, teasi, juice, ml::
doughauts, and iuts of g
coffeeil’

{ R

[S:0Q4AR] Sunﬁﬂg Ecmm} for
all Ages. We will study

about how to bhe "Witnesses
of the FResurrection”

[10:00am| Easter Yorship
Service fealuring Special
Music, Special Biessings,

and the message about "The
Effects of the Resurrection”
[Children's Church for agss
3-9 will be held during thea
warship Service. This is &
wondertul training time Tor

these young people and |
appreciate these whe work
s hard to help them lesr

about Christ._}

{%We will conclude around 1lam and
wiil ot have an Evening Service 203
everyohe can attennd all the sarvices
and still have "dinner at Moms").

SPECIAL MUSIC during these

P - i.,,---«-'-' services
m. = ¥ill br
< ; = provided
by the Young Family, TodZ
and Suliy, and the Johnng
Evans family; in addition t~
cur own excellent cheir {(an:d
anyoneg e2lse | can gel fc
“Yolunteer™i).

Hope uyou will jeoin us for
these services this week
and then become part of thc
Grace “Family~ each and
every week., The Lord 1is
deing great things in and fTor
cur Church and we want

everuscne to share in the
Blessings.

vlay the Lord Bie S you and
give you & great Easiers
Season. Preacher ke

| R | P s et V|| | | N | i | o | | P P | | et | Pt | | |

Grace Free Will Baptist Church
PO Box 1003
Lake City, S C 2956C
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THERE ARE SOME THINGS WE DUGHT NOT To GO To Jalr For- 1 PET 4:18
Bukx Ret wnone of wou sufden oo o munden, on oz o thied, on os an
evaRdour, on @b o busybhody in othgn men’s matiens. BUT THERE ARE
SOME THINGS A CHRISTIAN SHOULD BELIEVE ENOUGH AND STAND FOR ENOUGH
UNTIL THEY ARE WILLING TO 80 TO JAlLL.

1. RATHER THAN DO WRONG= JOSEPH WENT TO JAIL RATHER THAN COMMIT
ADULTERY. JOSEPH'S BATTLE CRY WAS Thene ALs mone gneaten in khis
house than T; wneithen hath he kept bock ony thing drnom me bui thee,
becouse thou ani His wide: how khen con 1 plo this gneoakt wlckedness,
end sdin againsk God. (GEN 39:9 i

2. RATHER THAN STOP PREACHING GOD'S WORD~ JEREMIAH WAS OFFERED THE
CHOICE OF EITHER STOPPING PREACHING OR JAIL SEVERAL TIMESS HIS
ANSWERs God’s wand was An mine heont as o bwwming 4ine shuk up An
my bowegs, ond T wos weoany uwith £anbgarning, und 1 could not skay.

RATHER THAN sTOP PRAYING- DanIEL 6:10 Now ‘when Danief lenew
~thu1 the writing wos pwangd, he wenkt Anot his house; ond his windows
baing open in his chomben ftowgnd Tenusafem, he dmesled upon his
kvees fthRea %imers o cdoy, ang pnayed and QQVQ‘ihun&A befdone his God
as he oid afonekime.

4. RATHER THAN BOW BEFORE THE s OF THIS RL

CHILOREN. DAN 3:16~18 Shaithoch, Meshach, wﬁd.Abedneao ansurened

ond soud ko the king, O'Ntﬁudhu&nezzgn, we, ane nok goreful Lo answen
thee In this motter, 14 ik be a9, oun God whom we senve As obRe ko
defiven us &gam &he bunn&na £leny durmace, ond he’ WAZR defiven ue
ouk of thine hand, 0 king. Buk Aif nok, be A% Whoum unko thee, O
king, that we will nokx AQHVQ thy sodgy nan warship the golden imoge
which thou habi Aet ap, o

5. RATHER THAN STOP counauwxus SIN- JOHN THE BAPTIST LYKE 3:91-20
BuT HEROD THE TETRARCHs BEING REPROVED B8Y HIM FOR HEROBIAS HIS
BROTHER PHILIP'S WIFEs AND FOR ALL THE EVILS WHICH: HEROD HAD DONE}
ADDED YET THIS ABOVE ALLy THAT HE SHUT uP JoHN IN FRISOM.

6. RATHER THAN STOP WITNESSING~ THE APOSTLES. ACT3 5:17-20 Then

the high prlest nose up, ond aff ithey that weng wikth him, (which is
the sEckt of Athe Sadduceas, ) and weng filted with indigwnatéion, gnd
fLokd thedn hawdls on the aposiies, and put them in ihe commen rndaon,
But the Angal of ihe Lond by wight opened the prison doorws, ond
briought them fonth, and sald, Go, stand and speak in the temple %o
the peoplle all the wonds of this 2i4e. 28=32 Sauying; Did mot

we sinaitfy commoand wou that we should nok teach Jn this noame? and,
behofd, ye have 4iffaed Jenusolewm wlih youn docinine, awnd intaend %o
bring khis man’s bRood upon ws. Then Peten and ithg oxhen apasifes
oveewened and soid, e ought to obay God nathen khow men Thed God of
owl fothens nedlsced up Jesus, whom ya afew ond honged en a inee. Him
hath God exofited wiih his nlght hond Lo be a Prulnce ond a Savioun,
4on ko gdve nepentdnte to Tanael, ang {ongiveness of obins. And we
ane hies wilinmesser of thesae ithings; and »c Ao aleo the HoRky Ghosit,
whhom God hoth given 1o them thex cooey him,

T. In ORDER TO TURM THE WORLD UPSIDFE DDWN FOR CHRIST- Fauc

WHEN Your CHRISTIANITY 28 FUT 713 THE TEST: WIL. YOU STAND Al
HAVING DONE Ally STAND
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THE POWER OF THE BLOOD OF CHRIST

CHRISTIANITY HAS BEEN CALLED THE, "BLOODY RELIGION" BECAUSE OF 1T°S
EMPHASIS OM SAGRIFLCES . IN ONE MANNER OF SPEAKING THIS 18 VERY
TRUE AND MARKS THE MAJOR DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHRISTIANITY AND THE
OTHER RELIGIONS OF THE WORLD, CHRISTIANITY IS A RELIGION THAT 15
BASED ON THE SHED BLOOD OF CHRIST ashpﬁvmaNT FOR SINS INSTEAD OF
WORKS OF MAN OR WISDOM OF MAN AS IN OTHER RELIGIONS. IN OTHER
RELIGIONS MY EDUCATION OR MY ABILITYS MY SERVICE OR MY SaGRIFICE)
ARE THE REQUIREMENTS. IN CHRISTIANITY | COME BEFORE (GODs AND AM
ACCEPTED BY GOD> ON THE BASIS OF THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST.

THAT IS8 A FUNDAMENTAL ISSIE THAT EVEN MANY CHRISTIANS NEED FO
LEARN AGAIN. WE MUST REALIZE THAT SIN SEPARATES US FROM GOD~~AND
BEFORE WE CAN KNOW THE POWER AND BLESSINGS OF GQOD ON OUR LIVES WE
MUST PUT AWAY THE SIN THAT STANDS, BETWEEN US AND GoD. Isalan 59:1-2
Behofid, he Lond’s hand Js mot shontencd, ithakt ik dowanokt asave;
neithen his ton heavy, that it cavnor heon:! Buk youn dniquiiies have

~sepondied beiwean you ond youn Ged, and youn sAve have hid his dace

$rom you, rthat he wi@f wolk hean.. . .

THE ORLY MEANS OF DOING THIS 1S THE BLOOD GF (HRIST3; NOT IMPRQVED
MORALS OR INCREASED MONEY [WHICH I8 WHAT MANY PEQPLE ARE TRYING TO
USE TODAY TO CORRECT THE WORLD'S PROBLEMSI. I WANT US TO SEE TODAY
THE MNECESSITY OF THE BLOOD OF CHRIST IN OUR COMING TO GOD AND  WHAT
GREAT POWER THERE IS IN THE BLoOD OF CHRIST.

I> THE BLoop 1s THE PASSOVER For OUR SINS~ EXQ 12:12 Fon T widl
ross Rhriough ihe Rond of Egypkt this nmighk, ond wilf osmite okl the
finstborm Ain tha RZond of Egupit, boith mom and beocsit;: ond cgoinst ofl
the gode of Egypt T willl execuis Jjucdagment: T am the LORD,

EX0 12:13 And dhe bfood oshatl be %o you £on o token upon the housces
whene ye one! and when 1 sece the bloog, 1 wilf poss oven you, ond
the pRogue sholR Mok be upom wou to desinoy uwou, when 1 smite Khe
fond o4 Egypk. THE POWER THAT IT CONVEYED -WAS SIMPLY ASTONISHING-
ANYONE WHO WAS IN THE ROOM WHERE THE BLODOD WAS APPLIED WAS SAFE3 ANY
FIRSTBORN IN A HOUSE WITHOUT THE BLODOD wWOULD DIE. IT was NOT A
DEGREE OF "GOOCDNESS” OR-"ARILITY" BUT SIMPLY THE APPLIED BLoOOD.

THE BLOOD HA3 ALWAYS BEEN GOD'S WAY OF DEALING WITH THE SEPARATION
CAUSED BY SIN. IN THE BARDEN OF EDEN GOD SLEW AN ANIMAL AND MAN WAB
CLOTHED WITH IT'S SKIN. REV 1338 savys THAT JESUS wWaAS THE Lambk
skain fnom the {foundailon of the eanih.BGoD WOULD HAVE IMMEDIATELY
DESTROVED MAN HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE BLoop oF CHRIST THAT HE sAW
FROM THE BEGINNING,

II> NOT OnNLY DDES THE BLOODD SAVE US FROM GOD'S WRATH: IT ALSO SAVES
us FroM SIN'S Power sy REDEEMING us. EpH 1:7 In whom we have
nedemnpiion Lthnough hies bRood, the donglvencss of sivs, acconding to
the niches of hies grnoce; REDEMPTION means "To BUY OFF THE SLAVE
MARKET™ . CHRIST HAS BOUGHT US FROM THE "SLAVE MARKET" OF SIN AND SET
Us FREE TO LIVE LIFE ABUNDANTLY. DBREATER IS HE THAT 1S IN YOU THAN
HE THAT IS5 1M THE WORLD.



2 N'S POLLUTION- A
lﬁ;ﬁf ?iﬁFiZ&Lflin the 2ight, we have {felfowship anzn:;fh G“Axn.
and tﬁé.bﬁood od Jesus Chnisxt his Son cfieonseth us ald

T O AR ESENT Sohe. e Bloso ALtows v 70
y SARY ARRANGEMENTS FOR OUR |} . THE e
UiEESIN FAITH insTEAD OF FEAR. IT ALSU ALLOWS ME ;OMAgTSOQﬁEhGO
Topay JUSTIFIED (JusT as IFf | HAD NEVER SINng> Ro N ed gnom
mong thewn, being mow Justified bu h;b bRood, we sholld ' )

wrath 4hnough kim,

IV> THE BLOOD.HAS POWER TO CLEANSE OUR CONSCIENCE FROM DEAD WORKS TO.

- . B 9:14 How much mone shall xhe bRood of
gﬁiﬁiiTthtIZ;:SuSthhEEQthnak Spulnd o{ﬁznad}himbai& MA*hO?t.bPDt
o God, puhga'youn conscience friom dead wonks £o senve . the LAiving
Godd. I pDON'T HAVE TO D0 WHAT'S aAlLREADY BEEN DONE =0 I CaN SERVE
Bop FREELY amD FuLLy

V> IT IS THE POWER GOD USED TO FURCHASE THE CHURCH AS THE BRIDE OF
CHRIST. Acks 20:28 Take heed thenefone unto dounselves, and ko

alll the {fRock, ovén the which the Hofly Ghost haith moke you )
ovenseens, ko 4eed the churich of God, which he hath punchased with
his ouwn blood, ' C

VI> IT HAS POWER TO GIVE JS BOLDNESS TO APPROACH (OD. HEB_10=19
Hovang fhenefone, bnethen, boldness 1o enten nko the hoRiest by the
bRood of Jerus. | APPROACH THE "BAMK OF HEAVEN" BASED OM FAITH

IN WHAT JESUS DID FOR ME INSTEAD OF WHAT 1 HAVE DONE OR CAN DO FOR
LoD, . .

VII> IT HAS POWER TO GIVE THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM ACCESS TO THE
TREE OF LIFE AND ENTRAMCE IMTO HEAVEN- REV 7:14 And 1 said unto

him, Sdn, thou kviowest. And he sedld to me, These ane they which came
cut of gneat inibuwRotlon, and have woshed thelin nobes, and make them
whife An the blosd of the Lamb. - -

YOUR ABILITY 'TO STAND BEFORE GOD WILL DEPEND ON WHETHER OR NOT YOU
HAVE THE BLOOD OF CHRIST APPROPRIATED ARD APPLIED.

YOUR ABILITY TO STAND FOR GOD WILL -DEPEND ON WHETHER OR NOT YOU
ACKNOWLEDGE THE POWER OF THE BLOOD OF CHR15T. '

LIke CaIns You cCAN COME TO GOD WITH THE VERY BEST YoUu HAVE~=AND BE .

REJECTED, OR YOU CAN COME BY WAY OF THE BLOOD AND FIND FARDON AND
PEACE. DO YOU HAVE THE BLOOD APPLIED TODAY?77



11 SAMUEL: DAVID- SDVEREIGN AND SINNER . . Rev MIRCHEAL~JONES

AD DOG
KING WHO. LOVED A DE 1 SAMUEL 9:-

I1 Samuer 1S ABOUT DaYiD'S REIGN. AS KING. THE FIRST 8 GHAPTERS
DEAL WITH HIY cmﬁ%GLIOATION oF THE'KINGDOM FOLLOHING THE . QEAfH:
SAUL. DNCE THis 18 DONE AND HE HAS TIME FOR A Feu MUMENIS OF
REFLECTION HE REMEMBERS HI1S FRIEND JONATHAN. AND DEGIRES TO SHOW
MERCY TO ANY OF HIS DESGENBENTS. HE FINDS THAT JONATHAN HAS A SON
WHO WAS CRIPPLED IN AN ACGCIDENT AND SEEKS HIM OUT THAT HE MIGHT SHOW
HIM MERCY FUR JONATHAN'S SAKE. IN SO DOING HE SHOWS US ONE OF THE
GREAT PICTURES OF SALVATION IN THE. SCRIPTURE.

[NOTE THE wORK oF THE SERVANT tCHRISszuﬁ— THE SERVANT TOLD ABOUT
MePHIBOSHETH [PRAYERI: WENT 7O GET HIM [CONCERNI, BROUGHT, HIM TD THE

King [SouL WINNTHGD, 'AND HELPED HIM AFTER HE WAS ACCEFPTED BY THE
King [FULLQN-UP]T .

i. MEPHIBOSHETH~ “THE DEgD Dns .

A) HE EXPERTENCED A FALL AND COULD NQT NALK‘ 25A 4:4 And
Jonothon, SauRis son, hatl a son thok wos fome of his feert. He was
4ive yaons old when the xidimgs came of Saul ond Jonakhon. out of
Jezneel, and his nwwse Lodk him up, and éﬂ_ad’ and At come ko pass,
ae she mode hasite o ds.ﬂ.v.w., ‘dhat he feRe, amd be,came. fome, And his
name wos Mephlboshakh. 5O TODAY MANKIND HAS "FALLEN" INTO SIN.

1. BOTH FEET (LAW AND WORKS) WERE LAME. COULDN'T WALK ON HIS OWN
2. HE COULD NOT WALK CORRECTLY- EP.212 SAYS.WE WALK ACCORDING TO
THE COURSE OF THIS WORLDS THEREFbRE~LAMED AND LIMPING.

BY HE WAS MISSING HIS PLACE IN LIFE~ HE WAS THE GRANDSON OF A KING

BUT WAS LIVING IN "Lo-peEBAR"™ (No PASTURE)

WHAT A TRAGIC SITUATION THE SINMER IS IN- HE HAS FALLENS HE CANNOT
WALK TO FLEASE GOD} HE 15 SEFARATED FROM HOMES HE IS UNDER
CONDEMNATION; "AND HE CANNOT HELP HIMSELF . '

11. DAVID= Tue KING WHO LOVED

A) DAVID MADE THE FIRST MOVE=- SALVATION IS OF THE LorD! THE- SINNER

rRUNS FROM GoD INSTEAD oF TUwARD Him. CHRIST CAME TO EARTH SEEKING
LOST MEN

B> DAVID ACTED "FOR JONATHAN'S SAKE™- HE HAD NEVER SEEN
MEPHIBOSHETH BUT WE LOVED HIM BECAUSE OF MIS LOVE FOR JONATHAN (WE
ARE ACCEPTED 1IN THE BELOVED)D.

C> IT Wwas aN ACT OF GRACE- MOST KINGS WOULD HAVE KILLED ANYONE WHO
MIGHT LAY CLAIM TO THEIR THRONE BUT DAVID SHOWED MERCY. INSTEAD OF
JUDGMENT . MEPHIBOSHETH HAD NO "MERIT” FOR DAVID TO SHOW HIM MERCY
sUT DAVID'S LOVE DID S0 ANYWAY. NOTE THAT ONE OF THE FIRST THINGS
DaviD TOLD HIM WaS "FEAR NOT™.

D> DAVID GAVE HIM A PORTION OF HIS OWN TABLE-

WHAT A SALVATION (GOD OFFERS- HE SEEKS WS HE LOVES US IN SPITE OF
QUR SINFUL FALL BECAUSE HE SEES US THRU CHRISTY HE SAVES US EVEM
THOUGH WE CANNOT OFFER HIM ANYTHING: AND HE MAKES Us SIT AT His
TABLE AS Sons!! GREAT IS THY SALVATION, O LORDV!

MEPHIBOSHETH ANSWERED THeE CaLL, Came as A "Deab Dog™ szHoUT MERTT >
aniD ACCEPTED THE KING'S PROVISION,



1] SAMUEL :. DAVID- SOVEREIGN AND SINNER : : REvV- MIRCHEAL JONES

RETURN OF THE LLOST ARK
Il SaM 6:=

IN THE FINAL. DAYS OF ELI THE PRIEST THE PEOPLE WERE FACING A MAJOR
BATTLE AGAINST THE PHRILISTINES. AS IN MOST SITUATIONS WHERE THE
CIRCUMSTANCES LOOK BLEAK, THE PEOPLE DECIDED IT WOULD BE NICE TO
HAVE G0OD ON THEIR SIDE S0 THEY ASKED THE SONS oF EL1 To BRING THE
ARK INTO THE CAMP TO GIVE THEM THE "DIVINE EDGE” .IN THE BATTLE. THE
PHILISTINES WOMN THE BATTLE HOWEVER AND CAPTURED THE ARK BUT THEN
FOUND THEY HAD SOMETHING "TOO HOT TO HANDLE"™ ASI DISEASE AND DEFEAT
CAME WITH IT. THEY DECIDED THEY NEEDED A WAY -OF DETERMINING IF IT
WAS REALLY A JUDGEMENT OF (30D OR SIMPLY BAD "LUCK” SO THEY PuT THE
ARK ON A CART HOOKED TO TWO COWS THAT MAD JUST HAD CALVES. THEMN THEY
TURNED THE COWS LOOSE TO SEE IF THEY WOULD GO BACK TO THEIR CALVES
OR TOWARD THE MNATION OF ISRAEL., THEY WENT TO ISRAEL AND THE THE ARK
FOUND & RESTING. PLACE IN KIRJATHJEARIM (AFTER 50,000 MEN OF BETH-.
SHEMESH DIED WHEN THEY TRIED TO Look INTO ITI) [l Sam. #4,5,61. THERE
1T REMAINED DURING THE REIGN OF SAaUL UNTIL DAVID DETERMINED TO BRING
iT TO HIS HEADQUARTERS AT JERUSALEM,

DavID'S DESIRE WAS COMMENDABLE, HIS GOAL WAS CORRECT3 BUT HIS
METHODS WERE FAULTY AND SUFFERING WAS THE RESULT. [ WANT TO LOOK AT
WHERE DAVID MAKE HIS MISTAKES, HOW HE CORRECTED THEMs AND THE:
LESSONS WE OUGHT TO LEARN FROM THIS INCIDENT.

1. MISTAKEN MOTIVES AND HETHDDS IN DOING GOD S WORK

A) DavID DID NOT CONSULT THE LORD ABOUT MOVING THE ARK, HE ASKED
HIS POLITICAL ADVISORS- I CHRON 13:1 And Davild coveufied with xhe
capiodins of Ahousonds ond hundneds, and with eveny feadaen. HE MAY
HAVE HAD AM.ULTERIOR MOTIVE OF TRYING. TD UNITE THE COUNTRY INSTEAD
OF BRING GLORY To GoD.

B> DAVID USED THE WORLD 'S METHOD OF MUVING THE ARK INSTEAD OF
CONSULTING THE WORD OF BOD- GoO ALLOWED THE PHILISTINES TO PUT THE
ARK ON A CART, AND BE DRAWMN BY OXEN BECAUSE. THEY DIDM'T KKNOW ANY
BEETTER BUT HE. REGQUIRED HIS PEOPLE 7O CARRY. 1T ON THEIR SHOULDERS AS
HE HAD SAID IN HI1Ss wWorD {(Numsers 7:8-9), ONE OF THE GREAT FPROBLEMS
In CHURCHES AND AMONG CHRISTJANS. TODAY 1S THAT THEY ARE TRYING TO DO
GoD 's. WORK. WITH MaN's METHODSxAND BLAMING GOD WHEN 1T FaILs!!

NOTE THAT DAVID AND THE PEOPLE WERE VERY ENTHUSIASTIC ASDUT WHAT
THEY WERE DOING— PLAYING ON—ALL MANNER OF INBTRUMENTSv ETC. BUT
ENTHUSIASM DOES NOT.MEAN YOU'RE CORRECT -, -

C) NOTE THAT . EVENTUALLY, WRONG METHODS BROUBGHT GOD s NRATH‘ BECAUSE
THE ARK WAS RIDINMG ON A CART 1T BEGAN TO SHAKE. WHEN IT DID UZZaH
REACHED FORTH HIS HAND TO STEADY IT AND OOD KILLED HIM FOR HIS
ERROR. (NuMm 3:15 And when Acrnon ond his sons have made on end of
coverning dhe sonchuony, aond ofl the wvessels of The sovctuony, os the
camp As o ek fonwond; adien that, dhe sons of Kohoath shafll come ko
beon At buk they Lhofl wok touch any holy thivng, fesk thery die, )
ANANIAS ANMD SAPPHIRA FOUND THAT DOUT WHEN THEY LIED To GoD aABOUT
GIVING EVERYTHING.

11. GOD HONCRS GOD'S WAY~ WHEN DAVID DID THINGS THE way $S0D SAID
THEN HE WAS ABLE TO BRING THE ARK TO JERUSALEM ANMD UNITE THE PEOPLE.

II11. HOW ARE YOU DOING GOD'S WORK??? Do You HAVE A BURDEN BUT NO
DIRECTION? ARE ¥Y0OU WORKIMG TO PLEASE PECPLE OR TO Hownor Gobp?? GoD
CANNOT BLESS ERROR OR ENTHUSIASM BUT HE DOES BLESS PROFPER EFFORT.



[ " -
“WHAT Doss Gon REQUIRE OF YoruseT
T 10112-13 And now, Isncel, whak doth the the Lond Xhy Gadl -
Efgl&:g of-iigg, but Lo {eon the Lond thy.God;-dﬂq @9 w§lk xu_a&&
nie wogs, and 16 Rove hlm, ond tolsenve fhe fond thy Godmguét' a&&
thy heant ond with aff thy soul, ond to kéep the: dommancmanis: of the
Lond, ond his statude, which 1 command thae 2his day {on Xhy good?
“ b PRI : E >
THE STAR ATHLETE HAD ALL THE SKILLS® NECESSARY TO PLAY THE GAME BUT
H1S SRADES WERE NOT -GOOD ENDUGH AND HE MAD TO SIT ON THE‘albﬁﬂiﬁﬁéa
HE DIDN'T MEET -THE REGUIREMENTS NECESSARY TO PLAY. IN MUCH THE SAME
WAY TODAY MANY PEOPLE ARE "SITTING ON TWE SIDELINE™ INSTEAD ‘OF
ENJOYING THE ABUMDANT LIFE OF A CHRISTIAN BECAUSE THEY DON'T MEET
GOD's REQUIREMENTS. SADDEST OF ALL IS THAT MANY DON'T EVEN KNOW WHAT
THESE  REGUIREMENTS ARE-~REVERBNCE, FATTHFULNESSs LOVE. AND
DEpicATION (THESBE ARE THE REQUIREMENTS TO MAINTAIN AND BUILD A
RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD (THEY ALSO WORK: IN MARRTAGES! ). THAT
RELATIONSHIP CAN ONLY BEGIN IF YOU HAVE REPENTED OF SIN AND TRUSTED
{HRIST AS SAVIOUR] : S o

1. FEAR- (PROBABLY THE LAST THING YOU'D THINK OF B8OT SOLOMON SAID IN
Ecc 12313 Fean God, ond Keap his commandments ot this Ao £he
whofe outy o4 man). This means a REVERENTIAL RESPECT for Cod. 1t
i# not HGRROR but HONOR; not FRIGHTENED but FOLLOWING
A> what "Faar” of God doess FOR ug! T
1. BRINGS'US TO FELLDWSHIP- Pg 25112 The Sccnsk of tha Land
As wikh:them that faon HAM, THIS RESPECT ALLOWS US TO HAVE
TriAT SPECTAL FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD~ JOMN-15#44~15 Ye one my
tniends, if ye do whotsoeven 1 commund you. Hencedonik 1 calll you
nok sanvanis; -4don Lhe aenvent Wnoweth, now what hisifond doekh: buk 1
have calfed gyou fniends; S0 all things that I have hednd of my
Faxhen I hawve made Mnown ynko you.. . : : : )
2. PROTECTS us= Ps 349:7 The ongek of zhe Lond encampeih nound
about tham that geon Wim, and dERiVebhetK . Lhem.
3. ALLOWS OUR PRAYERS TO BE ANSWERED- Pg 145:19 He wiRR
AUkl e desine of “Lthem thax {ean him,
4. LENGTHENS OUR DAYS~ PRrov 10327 The Fean of %he Land
. nnaﬂgnaeth dags. ADDS DAYS AND MAKES MORE ABUNDANT
T. MakEs us LIVE RigHT- [] COR Tt1 Lex us cfetnae dursefves
dnem alk 4ifthimess of the {Resh and splnit penddcting Hakinéss An
the feon of God. ‘
PrRov 1616 By ihe fean o4 the Lond men depant £:om evik.
MATT 10:28 Ancl dean wok them which wil2 the body, buf ane wmot
able 40 il kxhe soul: bukt nothen fdaan him which Lo abfe %o destnoy
boih soull awnd body An hell,
2. Makes us ACT RIGHT- EP 5:21 Submititing yoursaelves ome to
the othen in the fean &8 God, ' A .

) How do vou LEARN Fea Daut 4:190. The Lond sald unto me,
Gathen me ihe people iogethan, ond-1 wlfd make xiem haan wy wonds .,
ihe ] WEe SEE HOow GOD HAD DEALT WITH

SIN AND SINNERS IN THE PAST AND IT BRINGS FEAR TO US.

DO YOU REVERENCE GOD?? IT'S PROVED IN YOUR WORSHIP, IN YOUR WORDS,
AND IN YOUR WEALTH (COMPARE YOUR W=2 TO YOUR TITHE!!).



I1. FALTHFULNESS "To waLk IN ALL HIS wWAYsS"~ CONTINUALLY DOING WHAT
Gob TELLS You To pO”. THE LORD IS NOT PLEASED WITH SPOTTY CHURCH
ATTENDANCE, HIT OR MISS TITHES: AND LUKEWARM SAINTS. WHY SHOULD THE
lLORD BE 80 STRICT AS TO REQUIRE FAITHFULNESS? WHY DO MEN EXPECT
THEIR WIVES TO GIVE UP ALL THEIR BOYFRIENDS WHEMN THEY MARRYT?
[REMEMBER THAT [SRAEL 15 GOD'S WIFE AND THE CHURDH ‘I8 THE BRIDE OF
CHrRISTI. WHY SHOULD AM EMPLOYER EXPECT YOU. TQ SHOW UP EVERY DAY AND
WORK FOR HIM INSTEAD OF THE COMPETITOR? [REMEMBER THAT CHRIST
PURCHASED OUR SALVATION WITH HIS owWwn BLOOD. THE BLESSINSS OF LIFE
COME FROM GOD. [S 1T ANY WONDER ME EXPECTES'YOW TO SERVE HIM
FAITHFULLY??], FAR TOO mANY PEOPLE ARE CONTENT WITH GOD IMSTEAD: OF
peing COMMITTED T0 GOD. (GOD DOES NOT REQUIRE TALENT--HE DOES
REQUIRE FAITHFULNESS <

111. LOVE— NOT TELEVISION “"MusH" BUT AFFECTION AND COMMITMENT. [HE

DOESN'T ASK FOR WEALTH on ABILITY BUT FOR Our LOVEILL]
: e= Mk 12:30 Love fhe Lond dhy God wiih

afh thy heanx and u&kh ol thy soul;, and with aflk dthy mind, ond
with aRR thy sinength.

B) The "Acid test” of Chrisgtignity- Jn 14:15 14 you Rove me
izeep my commandmenis. (WHEN PETER "BACKSLIDEY JESUS ASKED HIM,
“LOVEST THOU ME MORE THAN THESE?". WHEN THE EPrESIAN CHURCH
BACKSLIDE CHRIST TOLD THEMs: "THOU HWAST LEFT THY FIRST LOVE™)

C) Inronrty com s oiie | aves MATT 24:12 Btcuuae Telquity shald
abound the Zove of many shalfl wax colds «

D) The basis of gur Fellewship with God- dn 14 23 14 o man
fove me, he wild keap wmy wonds; and my fothen wdlf Rove him ond we
WAl come unko him, ond make :oun abode with him,

MEN SIT BESIDE ROADS» COLD AND TIRED: WAITING FOR AN OPPORTUNITY
TO MAYBE SHOOT A DEER. WOMEN SPEND HOURS IN A MALLy FTIRED AND
FRUSTRATED: HOPING TO FIND A .NEW DRESS 0OR PAIR OF GHOES. TWMEY DO 2D
BECAUSE THEY WANT 10, COMPARE THIS TO YOUR SERVICE FOR GoD.

IV. DETERMINATION- "To SErRVE THE LORD wWITH ALL THY HEART AND TO KEEF
THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD."™ .I CALLED IT "FLINT-FACED” BECAUSE GF
Is B0:7 Fan the Lond God will help me: ihenafone shalf 1 wiok be
comfoundad, thangfdane heve T sex my 4ace Llka a 42ink, and 1 lenow
that 1 sholl mot be ashamed. Paul SAID LT THIS wAY PHIL 3113-14
This one Ahing 1 do, 4dongetiing those things which ane benind, -

and neoaching fanth .unte Lhose things which ane bedone, 1 pness
Lowand the marnke 4don the pnize of the high cafling of God in Chnlsex
Jesus,

JAMES SAID THAT THE DOUBLE MINDED MAN I8 UNSTABLE IN ALL HIS WAVYS,
GOD 1S LOOKING FOR PEQPLE WHO FIND OUT WHERE GOD IS GOINGs OET IN
STEP WITH HIM AND THEN KEEP ON OG0ING REGARDLESS (OF WHAT COMES THEIR
WAY .,

DO YO MEET GOD'S REQUIREHENTS?????? Do you FEAR THE LORD??  ARE
YOoU FAITHFUL IN SERVING HiM?? Do you LOVE HIM ABOVE ALLT? HAVE vou
SETTLED IT IN YOUR . HEART THAT YOU WILL DO WHAT GOD WANTS YOU To DOP?
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Lots of graeat things been happening since
cur fegt newsleller. {Someone asked me
recenliyg ow b could write zo much sp
atien and | Told them it was easy a3 Tong ez
God vapt Biessing Vike Heis)..

= o e The “Free Wil Baptist

@E‘ﬁa‘ AV Minister s Fellowship”
was officially cryanized Aprit 4 at a meeting
here at Urave. It 15 an orgardzation designed
to promete fellowship and vooperation arnang
Froe Wil Baptizl in owr area by allowing the
Fastars  to  euchange  ideas and enjny
fetlowship. It wil] roeet the first Manday af
ganh mwnth May 2 45 next scssion)  at
Sdtdam  the Fallewship Building of  (wace
B Chareh and all TV Ministers are fnvited
i atiendd. The (Ifficers sre- President- Bev
Charles eith, Vice President- Rev Harry
Donper, Seecretary- Rev  Waglon Quens.
Cotfer and doughnuts are normaltl; served,

'*..“;'%z mete r ¥ aed

: Wednesdaguy—- The last
‘{3

wetdnesday in Mareh we had one of the
eui BLMINWNIGD Zervices | have ever hoen
. The Hoby Spirit was so real untit | s get
“grose humnps” thinking about 3t what a2 great
way te start the  wonderful Easter services
g Mad '

The First Wednesday in 4pril we had Churah
canferenae andd euestlent reparis were given.
Yo Chursh 13 4 the hest finangial shape #'s
anrr et = aml you gan trace the increase
Fach to the Churceh’y decision sereral years
aga fon Begn hing aur oome 0 the Lord's
wark. We duin't have the meney then to da it
Bt God nas honored oor Faith

Tihe Secynd Wednesday in Spril we had a
Charroh "Work Might™ and the people REALLY
VWORNEDR. We planted nearly 30 shrobs, Ednsd
o oprd il berder Umbers  asroungd Gw
ot frout of the Churceh and feflowshap
Puiiding, oleansd and polimshed the Fanctuary |
aiel gave 4 wwueh ng
RO pg SR,
Grave Frea Wi

e

Fellowship  Hitchen. Eweryone who cants
worked well and hard and | sermpend therm for
their eifori,

Then Jast Wednestday we had & surprisd
Birthday party far Mes Jaghie Lowier. M
Jazlie has been the Churoh Pianist Tor ove s
20 yesrs angd we appreciate ber moere then wo
wan say. | way just geing to serve Lake
Coffese 3t Tirst but when the people he
that we were doing semething Tor {rs Jackic

misny of them wanied o he'l
and we ended up having & very
‘nies supper snd s very iary

(LI

altengdanogis.
€ yau sniss a Wednesday you'll roizs s
Ziessingtt : '

that come  wit
vy are presentl

Featilpins

af rooone

One of the
grocsil i ook

wHpdriencing that
fur Iniidren’
Churoh it
e have alre

S diviged 1t U Wit
groups [Beginner Churgh- ages -5 and Jur-
Church— ate &-171 hot  swven thst iz oo
snough to ease the orowded stusiion se oo
racans have akaged e bailding of 8 wall
the fellmwship building to form 3 large roo
for ihe Children's Chureh. This wiil give tho
enough room for right now ang  also @l
them fo set up o “permanent” displaa
[We are building it in such a way that it oo
be pasily wonverted inte 2 Sunday Sohe
rasme when we build sur nevw Churahdfll 5
trying o base all my decizions pow on b
faet that f e Lerd oontipuss to Dless W i
et Tow years ke He's Blossed 0 this par
gear that we will bhe “Forged™ s build o
ansornadate the praple. Uy ready $o siary
threwing up Ihe mlang temorrpw- 7 we sac
Just get cotmpone to donate only $O8 000 o
s next wesliit]

Honprofil Urgsmization
o Postans Pl

B et b EES
Farmis 95
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what a Wonderful Wanderful Hiessing we
received from the cancert presented by the
Kendale Acres/Lighthouse FWB Church Choirs
gt Saturday April 16. These fine folks
traveled all the way from North Carolina just
to sing for us and did a marvelous job. You
could tell they had put a lot of Prayer and
Practise into this serwvice and 1 commend
them (Yapes of this service are available to
anyone desiring them).

Wwe anticipats anpther Muasioal
Elessing this coming Sunday Night
{Map 1) as our thoir shows off
their considarable talent and our

ner 3ong Books [We
had teo wait a long
time for the new
FPreea Will Baptist
Song Book "Rejoice" to come in but
I believe it wag worth tha wait].
In addition to the choir spacials
we alse look for specials from Tha
Young Family, #&rs pAmme Thigpen,
and Todd Newall wWe might aven
have a few “surprises” for pon.
ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ
! am pleased to acknpwledge a mnrm!
Gift to our Qutreach Work from Danny and
Tammy Johngon in Memory of Mrs Hazel
Herlong. | aiso appreciate gifts from
Bitlie Ard, the McBrides, Marion Coker,
Tom and Anne McKnight, Chuck Zagorac,
and Mr and Mrs Jack B Hanna. After
paying for the new Monitor and restocking
some supplies things were Jopking very
“stim™ but God came thru egain like He
has hundreds of time in the past.
Sametimes | tempted to change our name
from an “Outreach M™inistry” to a
“Miracle Ministry”\
{!'ve received several nice letters fram
people wanting to get on our mailing list
lately after having seen the newsletter
somewhere. We are alweys delighted to
add more people to cur “Family™ and 1
encourage you to submit names of people
wha would be interested in reeeiving the

newsletter.}

I'm glad to do what ! can--and wish
could do0 more. Let me kpow i? | can help
YOU. Preacher Mike

MY DREAM CHURCH
Naow | haven't found a perfect church
But | still have my dreams.
| know I'11 kegep on searching
Though hopeless now it seems.
1'd 1ike a church whera all i3 love
No fighting, not onz bit.
A Church that's Tull of Christians
And not one -Hypoerite!
A Church where there’'re no big-wheels
That try to run it all.
But where each one’s important
And on each one they call.
A church thst haes no rule-of-thumb
As to the clothes you wear.
The very finest suit will do
Or “shirt sleeves.. thoy don't care.
A Chureh that has an altar
where all pray as they please.
where they don't it or stend to pray
But get down on their knees.
& Church where money isn't
The most important thing. i
And your job's not decided N2
By haw much you will drind™
Achurch where there’s no sarthly pnde
Tao hinder what we do.
That keeps us from obeying God
And lose our "victory™, too,
A Church where people reslly trust
The ONE who died for all.
1f ) cen be s member there
| know 1°11 never fall.
Now if | never find this church
On this old earth down here.
| know THE PERFECT CHURCH will come
when we meet Himin the gir!!

-J. H. Sturgeo;

[Mr Sturgeon gave Mrs Devonne Hanna ¢
book of puems and Puzzles that he hat
written to use i1 the newsletter and | wil’
use differant ones from time o time. !
appreciate his concern and willingness U
share snid |1 hope the material will be ¢
blessing to you.}




MUsIC

MusiC Can TEACH us (Booxks oF ThE BiBie Sonc)s Calm Us (JE3US LOVES
ME)3 AND ENCOURAGE Us (JJST A LITTLE Bov Davip), MUSIC IS A MINISTRY
AS SUCH 1T CAN NOT ONLY ENTERTAIN US;5 BUT ALSC ENLIGHTEN US WHEM:®

1. Seeking for the MWill of God: When Elisha was asked to glve the
king advice about how to defeat the Mcabltes~II Kings 3:15 Buk
nwow bning me o minsinel. And Li came 1o poas, when Lhe minsinel
pRoyed, ihat Zhe hond of thae Lond came upon him,

2. When faced with a "bad Spirit: I Sam 16:23 fnd ik came *o

pass, when the ewvill »plnit {freom God was upon Soul, that David ktoce
an hanp, and pRayed with his hond: b0 Seul waa nedneshed, ond was
wel®, and fthe uwif spirit depanted gfrom him.

3. To show you're filled with the Spirit: Eph $318-19 And be mok
driunie wdih wine, whenein ls excess: but be £i2fed with the Spirdk;
Speakdng Ao gounselves An pasalkme and hymno awve spliniituall somge,
2inging and making melody in youn heankt ko the Lord;

4. When Sorrom surrounds yout Isaiah 205129 Yo shaldl have o oong,
s A Lhe night, when o haty sofemnity 4o kepk;: ond glodneas of
heonk, os when one goekh with o pipe £o come .into the mountain of
the Lond, Ao the mighty One of Teneok

5. When you feel good: Jamee 5:13 Ta any among you offfiched? Rex
him pnay. Is anyg meuoy? et him oing pasoilmes,

6. Tp Defsat your enamyt 1] Chron 20:21-22 And when he had
covsuRted with the peoaple, he appoinked adimgens ynto ke Loanc, and
thaot should pnodise the beauky of holiness, obs they wemk owk bafdone
the arnmy, ond o say, Frielse the Lond: $4on his mency evduwneih fon
even. Aad when xtheiy .begon 2o sding ond Lo pnodse, the Land asek
ambushments agadinet fhe chiflldnen of Ammoa, Moab, awnd mount Sain,
which wane come agednst Judah;: and they wene smiiiewn.

7. Tao "Freviem™ Heaven: Rev S:9 fnd xthey "eung G NMew Long, souing,
Thou ani wonkhy 4o koke the book; awnd 1o open ihe seals thenaof: fon
thou wost sfadiw, and host nedeemed us to God by thy blocod cuk of
eveny kindned, ond tongue, and peopfe, ond natiom;
Hay this great "Heavenly Hymn™ be an example in all our music for

it magnitiea- God'a Greatness

God's Power

God'a Sacrifice

God'e Provigion of Salvation

God's Church

Do vou sine 1N CrurcH RAITING ForR THE PrREAGHING OR WORSHIPPIMG Gap?
Can vO SING AT MIDNIGHT IN A JAIL AS WELL AS AT NOON IN CHURCH?
PUT A SONG IN YOUR HEART AND A TESTIMONY ON YOUR LIPS AND TELL THE
WORLD ABOUT JESUS TODAY.



ONE OF THE GREAT PROBLEMS FACING THE WORLD TODAY 1S THE MUMBER OF
"QUITTERS” WE HAVE. 1T USED TO BE "BETTER DEAD THaN RECLY BUT NOW MO~
ONE WANTS TO SERVE IF IT INVOLVES SACRIFICE OR EXTENDED IMVOLVEMENT.
MARRIAGE USED TO BE "TIL DEATH DO WS PART 3 NOW 1T IS UNTIL THE
GOING GETS ROUGH. WE MUST REALIZE THAT "STICKING WITH IT" I3 NOT
JUST A GOOD IDEA BUT A REQUIREMENT FROM THE LORD IF WE ARE EVER TO
ACCOMPLISH ANYTHING. [SAUL WAS CONDEMNED SECAUSE HE DID NOT "FINISH™
THE JOB 50D GaVE HIM (DESTROYING THE AMLAKITES). AHAB WAS CONDEMNED
BECAUSE HE DID MOT "FINISH™ THE JOB OF SLAYING THE KINGI.

What makes a persen o Finishar -

1. HE I8 DERICATED TO HIB TASBK:

AY HE COuNTED ThE COST LUkE 14:25-30

B8) He ConsiDeEReED His ACCDUNTABILITY‘ JUDGMENT SEAT OF rHRI:Ts Use
oF TALENTS,

Z. HE HAS DETERMIMATION -~ HE WILL FINISH EVYEN IF IT MEANS:

A) SACRIFICE: AcTs 20:24 Buit wmone of these things move me,
nadiihen count I my fLide deon unkto museld, sc thot I might finiseh my
course with Jjou, avud fhe mividstiny, which 1 have neceived of ihe Lond
Jesus , Lo testidy the goospel of the gnoace o Fod.

3. HE HAS A DESIRE TO FINISH- A HEART FOR THE WORK.

JOHN 4334 Fesus saith unteo Lhem, My maot is 1o oo the wiftd of Kim
thot aeak me, ond 1o fAinish hies wonk. Joun 1T7:4 T have

glorddiedd thee on the eanth: T have fivished the wonk which thou
gavest me ko do.

@haot ore sone things that need "Finishing Touches” In agur |ivees?

1. OUuR SALVATION- HEB 1232 LDOKING UNTO JESUS: THE AUTHOR AMND
FINISHER OF OUR FAITHM. CouL 1:21-23 &nd gou, thot wenz sowmeiimeg
afienated ond enemies JAin woun mind by wicked works, yek vow hath he
neconeifed Ta the body of hie £fesh thnough deokth, 2o pnesevnt you
hoRy and unbfomeablie ond unnepnovedble Am his stighd: T4 wye condivue

in_kheg £Lalih anounded ond sefied, ond be not moved owoy fnom the
hope of the gospel, which ye have heond, and which woes pneoched %o
eveny enestune which La wnden heaven; wheneod I Paufl am mode o
minlesfen;

2. Our SErRVICE- DEUT 28:20 fwnd Dovid sadld Lo Seflomon hie som,
e stnong &nd of good counoge, ond do Ak $eorm mot, mon be dismowed:
fon the Leond God, even my Gad, wikn be with thaa, he wAkk not 4ail
kiree , wnon {,omu.ke theeo, okl X 4
&hQ;Q%BMéS__£ﬁﬂﬁﬂz_hﬁuai_eﬁ_&hﬂ_kﬁﬂﬂ¢. SOME PEUPLE ARE AFRAID To
START THE CHRISTIAM LIFE FOR FEAR THEY CAN'T "HOLD OUT”. UNDERMEATH
ARE THE EVERLASTING ARMS!! GOD WILL GIVE YOU THE STRENGTH TO KEEF OM
KEEPING OM,

3. Jur REALIZATION OF THE LONSEGUENCES OF SIN- JamEs 1:15 Then

when Zust haih concedved, Ax brnilngeth fonth sdn’ andgd oin, when At is
finlohed, Lrningeth fdonth deoaih. BUT THANKS BE To (GOD THAT

CHRIST HAS “FINISHED"™ THE PENALTY oF Sin- Joun 19320 Uhewn Jesus
thenefone hod neceived ihe wivegan, he osodd, 1Tt Lo Hinished: and ha
bowed his head, ovnd gove up the ghost,

HHEN YOoU FACE GOD WILL YOU SaYs "I HAVE FIMNISHED MY COURSET?? OR
"] HAVE FAILEDT!1I



HOW TO ENDURE AND OVERCOME TRAGEDY

WHEN THE SUN IS SUDDENLY BLOTTED PROM YOUR HORIZON AND THE
LIOHTENING BEBINS TO FLASH YOU NEED TO BE ABLE TO STAND AND
WITHSTAND, MULTITUDES OF CHRISTIANS OFEND THEIR TIME WND ENERGY
WORRY ING ABDUT THE POSSIBILITY OF A STORM OR ELSE “PuTTzﬂé POTS
UNDER A LEAKING ROOF” ONCE THE STORM HITS thJEAD OF ENJOYING THEIR
SECURITY ANE REALIZING THAT THE S$TORMS SIMPLY BRING THE RAIN NEEDED
TO PRODUCE FRUIT.

LET'S LOOK AT 3 PRINCIPLES THAT WILL ALLOW US TO EHDURE AND
OVERCOME THE STORMS OF LIFE.

1. FOUNDATION- MaTT T:24-27 HHsN LIFE'S STcRns COME YQUR WAY YOU
NEED:

A) STaBILITY- JESUS IS TH£~ROCK. PEOPLE CHANGE » CIRCUMSTANCES
CHANGE. JESUS 1S THE SAME YESTERDAY, TQDAY» AND FOREVER,

B) SECURITY~ WHEN YOU BUILD YOUR HOUSE IN THE MIDST OF THE ROCK
YOU CAN WITHSTAND ANY STORM AS veﬁ LOOK ON IT WITH INT“REST INSTEAD
OF AGONY.

JESUS SAID THIS "Founeﬁwlow" WAS SOMEONE WHO HEARD HIS SAYINGS AND
THEN DID WHAT WAS TAUGHT= THAT'S EDLCATION_AND AePt TraTinm. YOU NEED
TO KNOW WHAT JESUS WANTS FROM YOU AND THEN YOU NEED TO LIVE THE WAY
Hz savs. THAT'S why CHURCH ATTENDANCE AND CHRISTIAM LIVING ARE S0
IMPORTANT BEFORE THE sroams HITEE

2. FAITH- Ps 112:7 He ahQKl nok be ofnodid of evil xddings' his
heant Aas {fixed, tnquAﬂg Ain the Lond. We ﬁﬁﬁ T WDRRY ABOUT WHAT
WIGHT WAPPEN BECAUSE WE'RE RESTING IN GOD'S LOVE AND CARE. HOW DO
YOU GET THIS KIND OF FAITH AND CONFIDENCE?

FaiTh COMES FROM HEARING THE WorD oF GoD.

FAITH WITHOUT WORKS & DEAD, BEING ALONE.
AGAIN IT'S EDUCATINN aND. APP| YEATION'

3. FIGHT- GOD DID NOT CaLl US TO BE PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN A "DREAM
WORLD™ ABOUT LIFE. HE CALLED U8 TO PARTICIPATE~ WHICH INVOLVES BOTH
TRIWMPH AND TRAGEDY. KING HEZEKIAH WAS "SAILING ALONG™ UNTIL
SUDDENLY ON THE HORIZON CAME THE THALDEANS INVADING HIS COUNTRY.
HWHEN HE GOT THE BAD NEWS HE WENT TO CHURCH AND FOUGHT A GREAT
"PrRAYER BATTLE” [1I Kines 19: 14-19) ThAT LEFT 185.000 enEMy
sOLDIERS DEAD (Il KiNgs 19:35).,

MOST TIMES THE DEST DEFENSE 18 A 000D OFFENSE~ THERE ARE PRAYER
PRomISES [JER 3333 Cokf unko me, and 7 will dgnswen theq, and shew
ihee greot ond mightiy things, which thou kneweskt nok. 1 aAND
SCcRIPTURAL COVENANTS [Jo3H 1:8 Thias book of the flaw sholf wnot
dopork out of thy moukih; bulk thou sholt mediitakte fthenein dou and
night , thot thou mageai ohsanve 1o o accoriding to afli that is
wnikden thenain: fon dhen dhou shallk make thy way priospencus, ond
then thou shoii have good succiss] IN THE BIBLE THAT CHRISTIANS
CAN USE WHEN THEY ARE ATTACKED TO TURN TRAGEDY BACK IMTO TRIUMPM,

EpUcaTind (LEABNING THE PRAYER PROMIGES) AND APPLICATICN (APPLYING
THE SCRIPTURAL COVENANTS) ARE AGAIN THE KEY.

JEBUZ 13 GUR SHELTER FROM THE WRATH OF SIN AMD FROM THE STORMS OF
LIFE~= RE3T !~ HIM TODAY.



HOW 70 BE USED GF GOD
I1T Kings 18:1-8

MOST FEOPLE TODAY WANT T0 "LUseE Gop™ FOR THEIR BENEFIT AND
BLESSING. THE REaL CHRISTIAN WANTS TO B8E USED oF GOD rFor HIS GLORY.
ToDAY 1 WANT US TO LOOK AT THE EXAMPLE OF GDOD KING MEZEXIAH AND
FIND OUT HOW WE GAN gﬁ USED OF Gap TO ACCOMPLISH HIS WILi DRt SEARTH-
BECAUSE IN THE WILL OF GOD 1S THE ONLY PLACE OF PEACE AND .
CONTEMTMENT . .

vS 3 1. MakE THE BEST OF YOUR BACKGROUNDY HEZEXIaH HAD A Bap
Fatrer (1] KIinGs 16:1-4) BUT A GOOD MOTHER. HE CHOSE TO FOLLOW THE
GOOD EXAMPLE AND TEACHINGS OF HIS MOTHER THNSTEAD OF USING HIS DAD s
SINS AS AN EXCUSE FOR HIS OWN SORRINESS.

vs 4 2, DEAL. WITH SIN IN YOUR LIFE- HEXEKIANMI :

A) REMOVED THE SIMFUL THINGS™ BURN SDOKS AND DESTROY 7 IDOLS”

B REMOVED SYMBOLS WITHOUT SUBSTANCE (THE SERPENT THAT MOBES HAD
USED FOR A GOOD PURPGSE NOW WAS A HINDRANCE BECAUSE MEN TRUSTED IN
THE 5YMB0L INSTEAD OF SEEING THE SAVIDURI- DOMN'T ALLOW YOURSELF TO
B EATISFIED WITH A “ForM™ OF CHRISTIANITY 1N3#£Aﬁ DF A COMMTTEENT
To CHRIST.

v 5 3. Live BY FaiTH, WALK By FAITHI FOR WITHOUT FA1TH 1T IS
IMPOSSIBLE YO PLEASE Gop. (TruUsT InN, RELY UPON. DEPEND ONJ

% 6 4., BUILD A RELATIONSHIP. HE "CLAVE" C(CLING WITH ALL MIGHT)
A) HE "DEPARTED NaT™. REGUL#R HWALK s CONSISTENT LIVING
87 HE "KEPT THE COMMANDMENTS”= HE LIVED ACCORDING TO BOD 'S RULES

va T B, WORK For TvHE LORD— FAR TOD MaNY CHRISTIANG TALK A (006D
RELATIONSHIP BUT DON'T DO ANYTHING FOR GOD.
YO WILL WANT TO WORK BECAUSE:

A) THE LORD WAS WITH Him- "JUOINT VENTURE"

B} He PROSPERED WHEREVER HE WENT- "JOINT VICTORY”

C) HE BROKE THE YOKE OF ASSYRIA (WHICH HAD JUST DEPORTED [SRAEL
FOR HER SINS)~ JUDGMENT AVERTED (GOD wItLlL NOT ALLOW US TO BE TAKEN
CAPTIVE AS LONG AS WE ARE DOING HIS WOARK IM HIS WaYs JESUS COULD NOT
BE TAKEN UNMTIL IT WAS TIME. PAUL HAD TO FINISH HIS COURSE),

vg & A, Don'T susT "DEFEND AMD DESPAIR™S WAR AND WIn~ GREATER 13
HE THAT I2 IN YOU THAMN HE THAT 18 IMN THE WORLD. KNOCK DOWN SOME
GIANTS: BREAX DOWN SOME WALLED CITIES: SHOW THE WORLD ThHaY DOD 1S
NGT DEAD.

ARE YDU LOOKING FOR AN EXCUSE DR AN OFPORTUNITY?

DO vyOuU HAVE A FORM OF GODLINESS ElV DENY THE POWER THEREOF?

Do vyou JusT "UEFEND THE FAITH" OR DO vou DEFEAT THE DEVIL?

GOD 158 LOOKING FOR YIELDED VESSELS THAT HE CAN USE TO DO MIGHTY
THIMGS IMN HIS NAME. WILL YOU BE SUCH A VESSEL?T?
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Some times you just have days
like this. We are extremely
piessed to finally get our new
wall installed in the fellowship
building for our Children's
Church room but it's going to end
up costing us nearly $Y000MM
{That's $50 per foot!} And while
the men were working on the
wall )} turned on the Air
Conditioner to make it more
comfortabie for them and found
it was brokenill [Anothar big billl.
Then while all this was going on
¢ people came to cut the grass
and | had to stop to write them a
check (Normal bill; bad timing).

[Reminds me of how last week
went for me- My car broke, my
refrigerator broke, and | found
out Mandy was going to get
married a month eariy-—-which
meant we have a week to get
their house ready instead of a
manthit] ‘

You know what | have to say
about 8all this--"Ain't God
Goadt!” QOur attendance is atill
good, the Spirit of worship is
gtill great in our services, Mrs
Anne Thigpen has bagun playing
tha organ for w3 on a regular

km-is, Our Cheoir is generally

E A e N T A R R R SRR R E
Grore e Wil Bsptist Chaureh

oo 1003

Loke Lity, S C 29560

. going to be a

L

filled on Sunday Marning (With
over half of them goung
people), and God is stil] able tc
meet every need we have. (i'mr
logking forward to next week 1o
see what Blessings God will give
us to "Counter-act” this week).

Special Prayer Reguest -

Zack Newell is going into the
haspital next week for open
heart surgery and we want ali
of you to remember him in
prayer. we hope this surgery wil-
enable him to live & normal life
at last.

I mentioned already about
Mandy getting married. She is
gupposed to bescome Mrs David
wall this Saturday (May 14) st
10:00am here at the Church
we're thrilled and happy for her
but we will not anly lose her but
we'll also “lose” Andrew. That's
difficult
adjustment for my wife and | ask
for your Prayers.

| also ask for your cantinued prayers for
our gutreach ministry. The 1last month has

heen extremely difficuit but |  thavs
continued to do what | could with what |

have and | ask for you to pray that | wouls
continue to do so. Thanks for gifts fron:

Mrs Vietaria Webster and Mrs Billie Arcd

A A
Nonprofit Organizatir.
i 5 Postage PAID
Permit <8




HOW TO DEVELOFP AS A CHRISTIAN WORKER

Here are 10 Suidelines that will help youu bhecome the best Christian
vou can be:
i. Study_the Bimle- I1 Tim 2:15 .
F. Learn to Pray- Luke 1811 Bo it. Dan’t just learn about it.
A, Cull vour Companions= Prov 27:17 Don’t gate a person with &
- different destiny- every date is a possible mate
4, Pe bFoitnful to the Ghurch- Heb 10:25 Where they teach the Book,
- the Hirth, and the Blessed Hope. Keep vour hedrt warm
by staving close to the Fire of Christian Fellowship
5. Develop vour mind— What you thinks you are Prov 23:37. Watch what
you watcht! and read, and think on.
4. Begin to do now what vou plan to do later in life. "Faith without
works is dead”-— The average Christian "Flans” to do
something for the Lord "Someday”. My moetto for many years
has been "I will do WHAT I can, WHERE I am, with WHAT I HAVE".
7. Btay as far from sSin 25 possible/Stay as close tn Bod as you can.
Darn’t spend your life asking "What can I get by with?"3
instead, ask yourself, "vWhat can { do wmore to get closer to God“.
8. Learn how tg give- Give your Selfy your Service, & your Substance
9. Set Gpalw for your life- 1t is generally people that defermine to
: read a certain number of Bible Chapters a day. to pray a
certain amgunt, to witness to someans evevy weaki that
accomplisk samething, for the Lord, The average Christian’s
greatest weakness is that they simply want Lo go to Hesven
instead of Serve the Lord.
10, hiscipline voursel?- Do what you don’t want to dol!  Jesus
tontimually culled nis followerg by demanding they chose
between the easy course and the Cross. I7¥ you are to accomplish
anything for the Lord it will be because you live for Him in
the Yalleys as well as on the Mountain Top

The Greatest Good anyene can do is to serve the Lord. The greatest
Grnal any person can have is serve the Lordg,. The Greatest "Greatrness®
anyone can have is to serve the Lord (He that would be greatest of
a1l shall be servant of alll.

LS THIS CONSECRATIONT?
I711 go where vou want me to go. dear Lord,
Real service is what I desire;
1711 say what you want me to say., dear Lord-
But don’t ask me to sing in the Choir,
1711 say what you want me to say, dear Lord,
1 like to see things come to passa:
But don’t ask me to tesch girls and boys, dear Lord- /
17d rather just stay in my class,
"1l do what you want me to do, dear Lord,
I yearn for the kingdom to thrives
711 give wvou my nickels and dimps, desr Lord——
But please don’t ask me to tithe.
1711 go where you want me to goe dear Lord,
171l Bay what you want me to Gays:
Hut 17m busy just now with myself, dear pLavrd-—
I71)% nelp YOU some octher day,



PROVERES: PrRACTICAL PHILOSOPHY FOR PILGiRIMS "+ Rew. ﬁn::-: Junw s
GUIDEL. INES FOR A GOOD WIFE'S
1. Ripecretion is ngceasarv- 11:22 As o jewel of goRd in o suwine’s

m\ouf. HO M a -6&1.:1 woman which As mthoux WMQMW

vmiuou,a. woman Ais a crown Xo hern huabcmd butt. .ahz ﬂ;.hcr:k. ma ket ocakomad
is o nekttoneas Lo Wiz bones.

She shouldn'% be & "Nag"- 27:15 A cendinuol dnepping La & vany
noalny doy and a conteatlouws woman ane ofllike (SEE ALSC 253243
19:13;, AMD ESPECIALLY 21:19 WHICH EXPLAINS WHY MEN LEAVE HOME WHEM -

THEIR NIFE STARTS TO WARREL OR NAG!)
4, 19314 Houwureas ond niches

ane Lhe &ﬂhanitwnca a{ 6atﬁanb mnd.a pnudeﬂt wife ibs dnom the Lond.
(MARRIAGE SHOULD ALSO BE "LIKE HEAVENT= 18:22 Who {indzih a .
wife £ivndeth o good thing, ond obiaineirh favoun of the Lond.)

AN EXAMPLE OF THE PERFECT WOMAN Prov 31:10-31
ve 10 She ia not the Usual- Who con find o vinkuosus woman? 4on

hen pndce 4s ﬁan above nubles
va 11 15 . _ The heant of hen
husbond doth Auﬁaﬂg tnubt Ain han, AO thut he shOAL have no need of
Lpoid .

vi 12 Her Husband can trust in her-r She will oo him geod and mox
evil alth dhe doys of hoen Rife.

ve 13 She js & Willing Worker=- She .bq_o.ko.fk.h woof , awmd ffox, oncl
wonigeth wif2lingly with hen hawnds.

va 1% She i & "ghopper™- She is &ike the menchaonies thips;: she
bruingeth hen food Lnom afan,

ve 15 She is not lazy- She niseih afso while it As yok wnight, add
Giveih meoi Lo hczn homzhaﬁd, ondd o panitien Lo hen modiciens.

ve 16 She le8s 2 ~ She comsideneth a 4iekd, and buyekih
Ak m&th kha 6nuxt o{ han hmﬂda she ploniteth o vinogond,

ve 17 Ghe keeps hergelf in shape- She gindeth hen Zoins wikh
stnength, and sinengihenath hen onms.

va 18 She fookd 1o dhe Fyuture— She pneceiveith fhak hen menchandise
is good: hen condle goeth ok ouk by wight.

s 19 She doen things for herself- She Roeyeih hen honds %o khe
apindle ond hen honde hold the distods.

va 20 She loves othera- She sineicheih cui hen hand 2o the peoom,
yeqa, she neacheth fonth hen hands 2o the waedy.

ve 21 She plans eshead-~ She is not obdhaid of the snow 4don hen
household: 4o ol hen household ane cllothed wiith scardlak,

ve 22 fhe dregses well- She makeih henaeld coveniwmgs of tapasiny,
hent clothing LA il omnd punpﬁa.
va 28 g Hen husbond s fenoun

An Lhe guto_.b whe’n Ivuz .M.t.test_h a.mzms i:.he q.ﬂ.dm.o of *the Rawnd.
ve 24 Fha halps with the Dudgat- She maketh 4ine Linen, ond
refeth JX: awnd da&&eveﬂeth g&ndﬂe& unto the manchaﬂtb.
; 28 & : Lot ¢ - o= Stnengih
e ham.cu'l e he..n cﬂ.ot.vaxg, cmd ,a.he »ho.u_ na;{aﬂ.ma ,im Lime %o come
va 26 She ig not 3 Gogalp« She opendih hen mouth wiih wisdom! ond
Ayt hen *.cmgue. Ad the faw of kinodness.
va 27 & 3 ] : ar- She Looketh weRR 2o the wads of
hen hauamhaﬁd, and eaxath nnt he bnead of Adileneas.




ve 28 Her familv Praise her- Hen chilfdnen anjee up, oned cafld han
b2 gasred: hen husbond alse; ond he pnolseth haen.

ve 29 Her familv think she.ig the best- Many caughterns have done

vartuously, buk dhou excelfest them arf.

vs 20 She is. a (God fearing woman- Favon .is deceliful, and beauly
Ae wodw: buk a woman xhat 6a¢neth thc Lond, s2hafe be prnadlsed
vs 31 Her Wo : aclal- Give hert of the frnuld

of hen honos &ﬂd 2 et hen ourn wankb pnuiae hen ln the goataes.
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FRESSURES IN RAISING CHILDRER:
i. PARENT PRESSURE~ 22:6 Thnaoin up & child An the way he should go
avid when he An ofld, he wifll ot dapnnt dnom Ak,

A Traln ue a Child= THE PARENMT'S RESPONSIBILITY TO INSTRUCT THE
CHILD CLEARLY ABOUT RIGHT AND WRONG IS STATED THROUGHOUT PROVERBS-
AMD THE BIBLE. To TRAIN MEANS TO DEVELOP A HUNGER. ARE Y0OU DEVELOPING
2 "HUMGERTIN YOUR CHILD FOR THE RIGHT??

B> the

1. HE OUGHT TO KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE WAY OF THE WIGKED
Al THE WAy OF THE Wise .

2. IN THE wWaY HE SHOULD GO "IN KEERING WITH HIS INDIVIDUAL GIFT”
A CHILD IS SUPPOSED TO BE DEVELOPED ACCORDING TO THE CHARAGCTER AND
PERSOMAL ITY 300 HAS GIVER HIM: GOD DOES NOT MAKE ROBOTS. PARENTS
SHOULD REALIZE THAT AND NOT TRY TO MAKE ALl THEIR CHILDREN THE SAME.,
IF vour LRHILD IS TAUGHT TO RECOGWIZE AND ACCEPT HIS PERSONALITY AND
GIFTS THEN HE CaM LIVE A PRODUCTIVE LIFE ALL OF HIS LIFE.

<o . KWill not depart from jk-

1. THE PRODIGAL SON DID IN FACT RETURN TQ THE FATHER (BUT WE
BON'T WANT TG TRAIN QUR CHILDOREM TO BacksLIDE! L)

2. IF A CHILD 13 TAUGHT TG BE WHAT THEY 'RE SUPPOSED TO BE-
THEY "L NEVER BE REALLY HAPPY BEING AMYTHIMG ELSE. THEY MAY TRY OTHER
THINGS BUT IT WON'T WORK.
[1. PEER PRESSURE- GOD mMAKES YOU AN IND!VIDUAL BUT SOCIETY TRIES TO
MAKE YOuU OME OF THE HERD (THIS DOES NOT MEGATE YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO
NTHERS. THE HAND NEEDS THE BOOY BUT THE EODY rs NOT ALl HAMNDL Y,

A) You tak o g a -~ 27319 As Um
water face answeneth Ao £aca, HO the heunx 06 m&n xo mon. You -

Tallr LIKE THOSE ARDUND YOU, EAT SIMILAR £00D> WEAR SIMILAR CILOTHES:»
ETE. HE CAREFUL WHO YOU TAKE AS A ROLE MODEL! WHO ARE YOUR HMERCES?
CTHE CHRISTTAN TRIES TO CONFORM TO CHRIsT- II Cor 3318 Buk we o4,
ittt open foce bhaehokding ns In o gloss the glony of the Lond, ang
changad Anto Ltho same Amage fnom glony to gRong, even as by Lthe
sparit of the Lone ).

8) LChose vour companian With care-

1. THEY ARE TO MAKE YO SHARP- 27:17 Trom AhanPQﬂath Aneon; so
a4 man ehinpeneth dhe asundenonce of his Sriiend,

£. SOME Wik SHAME vour FaMILY=~ 28:7 Wheoso keepeth the fLaw As
o wWAbZ soni bk ke thot Aie o companion of rotous mea shomeih Ris
fathen,

3. SoME WILL BE A SNARE To vou- 29:25 The {ean of mom brulngakh
a wenane buk whoso pudizih his dnusk Jn the Lond shaldl be safe.

4. Bat ComMraNIONS ARE A Form of SUICIDE- 29124 dhaso is
pantnen wath o thdied hofeilh his osum boul ke heaneih cunsing, ond
bawnagekh AX net,. MaTT? 711314 Enten ye An ot the astnaik gote:
fon widd s Xhe patel ond bacod As the way, thoak Reodeth o
deskruciion, and mony Ltheng be which 90 Aiv thangat: because sinoif ias
the geaita, and nwwriow As ihe woy, which Lesdeth unieo fige, ond few
thene bhe thoat find L4,




PROVERSS! PRACTICAL PHILOSOPHY FOR PILGRIMS Rev MIKE Jonag

A WISE MAN'S OBSERVAT IONS
) Prov 30:-
WE KNOW LITTLE ABOUT THE AUTHOR OF THIS CHAPTER OF Panvanss EXCERT
WHAT I8 GIVEN IN v8 1, AGUR MEANS "COLLECTOR” AND EVIDENTLY HE
COLLECTED WISDOM FROM ALL AREAS OF LIFE. [THIs CHAPTER AND THE

NEXT WERE FRUBABLY ADDED AT THE SAME TIME AS CHAPTERS 25-29 BY
HEZEK1AH'S MEND],

I. THE NEED OF DEPENDENCE ON GOD'S WORD ALONE vs 2-6 (AGUR BEGINS BY
ACKNOWLEDGING THAT ALL OF HIS WISDOM AND OBSERVING ARE AS NOTHING
WHEN COMPARED TO THE WORD oF Goob).
A) BECAUSE OF OUR LACK OF WISpoMm (2-3)- REMEMBER THAT THE WISDOM -
OF THIS WORLD IS FOOLISHNESS WITH Goo (I Cor 1:20).
B) BeEcaUSE oF GoOD'S GREATNESS (4)- AS EVIDENCED IN CREATIOM. (WE
ARE THE CREATURESs HE 1S THE CREATOR. WE MUST DEPEND ON HIM)
L) BeEcausE oF THE PURITY AND PROTELTION OF THE WORD (5D
Pure- IT 15 A HOLY GBOD's Wornp
PROTECTIONM~ A SHIELD FOR THOSE THAT TRUST IN IT
0) BECAUSE OF THE PENALTY FOR ADDING TO THE WORD (6
REPRDOF FROM Gob~ SEe Rev 22:118-19
REPROOF FrOM MaN- THOU BE FOUND A LIAR

Do You TRY TO "FIGURE OUT LIFE" AND "DO THE BEST YOU CAN" OR DO
You By FA;TH FOLLOW THE PLAM (OD HAS GIVEN US IN HIS worD? Is 55:7-8
lex the wicked fonsake his woy, and the wuiighteous man his

thoughte:! and fet him netuwrn unto the Lond, and he will have mency
upon him;i. and 1o oun God, 4on he will abundontly pandon. Fon my
thoughis ane mot woun thoughis, nelthen one youn wads My woys, Loith
tha Lond,

Is 55411 So shofl my waond ‘be that goeth fovkh oux . of my mouth: ALk
Lhafl nok netwm unito mz void, but it sholfl cccomplehn that which 1
pReose, ond it shall prospen in'thq_thkns wheneto 1 sent Lk,

II. TWO REQUESTS FOR A GOOD LIFE vs 9
A) SANCTIFICATION= REMOVE FAR FROM ME VARNITY AND L:Es (HELP ME
NOT TO BUILD MY LIFE ON THE FRIVOLOUS OR THE FALSED. :
B) SaTisFACTION-
1. DON'T LET MY PFOVERTY TEMPT ME TO LIE OR STEAL
2. DON'T LET MY PLENTY MAKE ME FORGET WHD 15 MY SOURCE.
(LIKE PAUL; WE NEED TO LEARN TO BE CONTENT IN WHATSOEVER STATE WE
FIND OQURSELVES~ PHIL 4:11).
WHAT DO YOU THINK THE GOOD LIFE I1S?7? YOUR. ANSNER WILL DETERMINE
YOUR EFFECTIVENESS FOR THE LLORD AND YOUR PEACE DURING CHANGING
" CIRCUMSTAMNCES.

I17. 5 OBSERVATIONS AEKRH’THIS PRESENT GENERATION vs 10~14

., THEY MIND OTHER PEOPLE'S BUSINESS (10) "BusvyBODIES"

. THEY DISREGARD THEIR FAMILY (11) (SEE MARK T:9-132

. THEY THINK THEMSELVES PURE IN SPITE OF THEIR FILTHINMESS (12D
. THEY ARE A PRIDEFUL PEOPLE (13

. THEY DISREGARD OTHERS TO SATISFY THEIR OWN WaANTS (14D

N WS-

Do YOU FIT INTO ANY OF THESE CLASSES??



PROVERBS ! PRACTICAL PHILosorPHY FOR PILGRIMS C REv MIKE JONES

IV. 5 THINGS THAT ARE NEVER SATISFIED ve 1517 (HAVING GIVEN THE
BASIS OF SATISFACTION AND THEN SHOWN THE FAILURE OF HIS GEMERATION
AGUR NOW SHOWS BY EXAMPLE HOW DISSATISFACTION CAN WRECK YOUR LIFED.
DESIRE: 1. HDRSELEACH (A WORM THAT SUCKS THE BLOQD FROM IT'S
VICTIM). WHY CAN'T PEOPLE SEE THAT THIMNGS LIKE DRUGS ALCOHOL > AND
LUST SUCK THE VERY LIFE OUT OF A PERSONT
DEATH: 2. GRAVE- ALL DIE BECAU3BE THE WAGES OF SIN 1S DEATH AND ALL
HAVE SINNED. Y0Ou caN’T EScaPE DEATH SO vou'D BETTER BE READY TGO DIE
DESTITUTE: 3. BARREM womB=- Ben 3D:1 Give me chifdnen on 1 die
A LIFE WITHOUT "FRUIT" OR PURPOSE WILL NEVER FIND PEACE

DESERT: 4. DrY EARTH- CaN’'T PRODUCE FRUIT (AND ALL YOUR EQUIPMENT

AND EXPERIENCE WON'T PRODUCE WITHOUT RAIN!D

DESTRUCTION: 5. FIRE~ COMNSUMES THAT THAT'S PUT: INMTO IT. THE MORE
You "GIVE” THE WORST THINGS ARE.,
Do YOU ALLOW ENVYs COVETOUSNESS: OR “"WANT" TD WRECK YOUR LIFE??

vs 17 DlSDBEilMG_EABENISmBElNﬁS_EUHLSﬂMEﬂlu.NHAT A WAY TO CLOSE THIS
FIRST SECTION THAT HAS DEALT WITH OBSERVATIONS ABOUT SATISFACTION.
AGUR SHOWS THE FOLLY OF CHILDREN BEING DISSATISFIED WITH THEIR
SPARENT 'S LEADERSHIP (LIKE THE PRODIGAL SON WHO WANTED HIS
INHERITANGE AND THEN WASTED IT ON THIS WORLD). CHILDREN SEEM TO
THINK THAT THEY KMNOW BETTER THAMN THEIR FARENTS OR THAT THE PARENT IS
XEEPING BACK SOMETHING FROM THE CHILD.

00 YOU DISREGARD GOD' WORD OR HIS PLAN FOR YDUR LIFE BECAUSE YOU
THINK YOU KNOW BETTER THaM He!?7?

V. 5 WONDERFUL WAYS 18-20 (HaVING MADE HI& GBSERVATIONS ABOUT
FEOPLE 's WANTS AGUR NOW LOOKS AT THEIR WAYS anD THEIR WALK).

1. EAGLE IM THE AIR- HOW DOES HE FLY?

2. SERPENT ON THE Rock- How DOES HE CRAWLT .

3. SHIP IN THE SEA- HOW POES 1T FIMD IT’'S PORT? -

4. MAN WITH A MAID~ HOW .DO THEY "FaLL IN LOVE™?

5. ADULTEROUS WOMAMN- HOW DOES SHE EXPLAIN HER SIN?
AGUR LAYS SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON THE FACT THAT EACH OF THESE LEAVE WNO
TRAIL. HE THEMN ESPECIALLY APPLIES IT TO THE ADULTEROUS WOMAN WHO
"WIPES HER MOUTH AND Savs, 1 HAVE DONE NO WICKEDNESS™. THE IDEA
BEING THAT FEOPLE THINK THAT BECAUSE NO ONE SEES WHAT WAS DONE THEN
IT'S NOT REALLY WRONG. HOW MANY PEOPLE'S ONLY HIMDRANCE TO SIN IS
PUBLIC OPINION (INSTEAD OF FAITHFULNESS To Bon)y? .

VI. WRONG PROMOTIONS 21-23 (SHOW3 THAT CHAMGING CIRCUMSTANCES
DOEESMN'T CHANGE CHARACTER) 4 UNBEARABLE THINGS:

1. SERVANT MADE TO REIGN= POWER WITHOUT ABILITY

2. FODL FILLED WITH MEAT~ PROSPERITY WITHOUT RESPONSIBILITY

3. Opious (UNLOVED AND REPUGNAMT) WOMAN WHEN MARRIED- PRIVILEGE
WITHOUT LOVE

4, HANDMAID HEIR TO MISTRESS- POSITION WITHOUT ACCOUMTABILITY
(REMEMBER HAGAR AND SARAH'S TROUBLE WHEN THE HAMNDMAID BEGAN TN THINK
SHE WAS BETTER THAM THE MISTRESS- GEN 16:4)
Luke 16:10 He that Lo foithgul in thak which As ﬁa&»t As foidhgud
albo An much: end he that L unjust in the Leaskt s unjust also in
mue i,

e



PROVERBS: PRACTICAL PHILOSOPHY FOR PILGRIMS Rev Mixkg JONES
A WISE Man'ys DBESERVATIONS (CONTINUED)

VII. 4 WISE THINGS 24-28
1. ANTS= BECAUSE 0OF THE PREPARATIQN THEY MAKE® PREPARE THEIR MEAT
IN THE SUMMER,
A) NOF STRONG BUT WORK HARD
B8) PREPARE ¥OR THE FUTURE
2. CroN1ES (CLIFF BaADGERS)~ BECALUSE OF THE PROTECTION THEY ENJQY?:
THEY MAKE THEIR HOUSES IN THE ROTKS
A) FOUNDATION= BUILD THEIR HOWSE ON THE ROCK AND NDT THE SAND
B) FORTIFICATION~ [DEPEND ON THE ROCK FOR PROTECTION (THE COYTOR~
TAIL RABBIT LIVES WHILE THE JACK RABBIT DIES BECAUSE THE COTTOMTAIL
HIDES IM THE ROCK WHILE THE JACK RABBIT TRIES TO OUTRUN HIS FOES).
3. LocusTt= BECAUSE OF THE PARTNERSHlP THEY SHAREI 080 FDRTH BY
BANDS .
A) UNITY=- THE CHURCH HAS NO VISIBLE KING BUT IS 1S A DIVINE
FELLOwWSHIP (THE Boovy oF CHRIST)
B) OnE DIRECTION= FORWARD
4, SPIDER~ BECAUSE OF THE POSITION THEY GCCUPY? IN KINGS PALACES
A) PERSISTENT~ KEEF AT IT
B PosiTion~ CHRISTIANS DWELL. IN THE HEAVENLIES WITH CHRIsT.
NG WOMDER THESE ARE CALLED EXCEEDING WISE.
HAVE YOU mMADE YOUR PREPARATION TD MEET GoD? Do YOU ENJQY THE
PROTECTION, PARTHERSHIP, AND POSITION OF A CHILD OF Gon?

VIII. 4 THINGD THAT GO HWELL 29-31 "STATELY IN STEPS™
THESE ARE EXAMPLES OF WHAT WE SHOULER HAVE BY RIGHTECUS LIVINGS

1. Lion~ BECAUSE DOF HIS STRENGTHT STRONGEST AMONG BEAST {FHIL 4:13
I con do aff things Thnough Chnlst which atnenathengith me)

2. GREYHOUND~ BECAUGE DOF HIS SPEED. THEY THAT WAIT uPoM THE LORD
RENEW STRENGTH SO THAT THEY CAM RN AND NOT BE weary (Is 40:31).

3. HE GOAT~ BECAUSE DF HIS SUREFDOTEDNESS! ABLE TO CLIMB ON THE
ROCKS] STABLE IN DIFFICULT DIRCUMSTANCES :

4. KING> WHEN HO ONE BISES UF AGAINST HIM: BECAUSE OF HIE
SECURITY. THE PLEASANTNESS OF PEACE WHEN ALL ENEMIES HAVE BEEN
DEFEATED, W HAVE THIS XIND OF PEACE IN CHRIST WHD MAS DEFEATED
DEATH: HELL; AMND THE ORAVE.,

[X. 2 PARTING DBSERVATIONS 32-33 '
1. DON'T TELL OTHERS WHAT TO D0 WHEN YOU ARE AT FAULT VS 3P
{(SEE MATT T:3=B AnD Rom 2:21-23)
2. OON'T KEEP "PICKING” AT TROUBLE OR IT WILL GET BIGGER. lF YOU
KMOW WHAT TO DO THEN DQ ITS IF NDT» "LET SLEEPING DOSS LIE™ UWNTIL
YOU KMNOW WHAT TO DO.

Prov 31:24~33

PrRov 1637 When o mon’s waysy rleose the Lond, he maketh aven his
enemiges Lo be ak vasce with him,

EFrHESIANSG d:1 1 beamech you thak ye wolik wonihy of fhe vocation
whenewith ye ane colfled.



[ CORINTHIANS: The CHurCH CORRECTED ReEv. PMIRrRCHEAL JOWES

OFPEN DOORS

T

I Cor 16:%9 Fon o gnegix doon and effeciusnl 4is opened unko me and
thene one mony advanosorndias. ’
IT Cor 2:12=-13 Funthermone, when 1 came 1o Troos 1o prneackh
Chnlaet’s gospell, and a doon wosr opened: uste we of ihe Lond, T had weo
nesk An my spinid, baecause 1 found mot Tihus my briethen; bux Laking
my Leave of dthem, 1 wenkt $nom thenee Jnte Macedeonio.

REv 318 I Wnow thy woniks: behold, 1 have sex befaone theze an open
doon, and noe maw con shuk A4 $on thou host o LlxiRe sinehgih, ond
haset ept my wond, ond has nok dended my wname.

Rev 3:20 Behofd T stewmd ot ihe doon, and kewoek: L4 cny mon hean mu
voice, ond open the doon, T wiffl come Ain te him, ond wille sup wlih
him, and he wiith me.

Jomn 10:9 1 am the doont by me Ad ony man enten in, he sholl be
saved, and oshol® go n andl ouid, end fingd poastuwne.

i. THE DOCR OF SERVICE- Do you WANT TO SERVE GOD BUT DON'T KNOW WHERE
OR HOW? HOw DC YOU RECOGMIZE AN OPEN DOORT?

1. YOU WILL GET A NEW VIEW DOF AN OLD SITUATION™ [SAIAH SAH Gob

2. YOU WILL .NOW VIEW THINGS IN THIS DIFFERENT PERSFECTIVE
4. YOU WILL UMDERSTAND WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE (LIGHT BULB OVER HEAD)
B. YOU WILL HAVE SINGLENESS NF PURFOSE= SEE THIMGS THIS WAY

3. YOoU wILL FEEL COMPELLED TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT THE SITUATION™
From CRITICISM TO CORRECTION

4. ONCE YOU BEGIM THE TASK WILL BE EASIER~ (TAKE' FIRST STEP OF
FAITH) IT I5 EASIER TO DIRECT A MEVING OBJECT

5. YOuU WILL BEGIN TO DEFEND YOUR POINT OF YIEW AND SEEX TO SHOW IT
TO OTHERS~ BECOME A WITHESS

6. YOu WILL PRODLCE SPIRITUAL FRUIT (NOT FOrR DISPLAY BUT TO EAT!)
A. BET YOUR FACTb STRAIGHT B. GIvE THEM awAy . GIVE THEM A CHANCE
TO GROW. :

T. ¥YOU WILL FEEL BOD'S HELP~ PARTHERSHIP

8. THE DODR MAY NOT STay OFEN FOREVER- REv 3:7 OPEN AND NO MAN
. CLOSES) CLOSE ANMD MO MAM OPENS.

9. ONE DOOR OFTEN LEADS TO ANOTHER DBOOR

10. PRAYER QFENS DOORS- FPETER DELIVERED FROM PrisoN.

ASK. YDURSELF THESE GQUESTIONS:

1. THE MOST PRESSING SPIRITUAL NEED IN QUR WORLD 13-

2. THE MGOST EXCITING THING GO0 COU.D DO FOR MY COMMURITY 1S~
3. My CHURCH WOULD BE MUCH MORE EFFECTIVE IF-

4, 1 LONG TO SEE GOD WORK THIS MIRACSLE IN MY FAMILY-

5. ] FEEL A BURDEN THAT WON'T GO AWAY FOR-~

I11. DOOR OF SAILVATION

1. JESus 1Is "KNOCKING™ AT YOUR DOOR-TODAY» ASKING TO BE INVITED INM,
HE WILL NOT FORCE HIS WAY IN BUT HE KNOWS THE HUNGER "OF YDUR HEART
AND HE "LETS THE SMELL OF HIs ‘sSuPPER’ COME UNDER THE DOOR"

2. DPEN TO WHOSDEVER WILlL ESCAPE GOD'S WRATH=- BUT ONE DAY WILL 2E
CLOSED By (0D AND THE STORMS WILL COME: DESTROYIMNG EVERYONE WHO'S NOT
IN THE "ARK™.

3. JESUS IS THE ONLY DOOR INTO SAFETYS ACCEPT HIM TODAY.

IS THERE A DOOR OF SERVICE YOU SHOULD WALK THRU??
HAVE YOU ENTERED THE DOOR OF SALVATION???
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Pastor Mircheal Jones (803)394-3725 Vol & Num 11 June 1, 198
“Te Know und to Show CHRIST™

able to de a ot of publishing and
disiribution lately due to 1ack of Tunds but,
Thenk the Lord, thet has changsd. The Lord
tias “Upened the windows of Heaven” srd
poured oul & tremendous Blessing that hag
enabled me {oget back into the business of
teihing the worid  the good news of the
Gospel of Christ. | mailed many {apes Tast
week and was  able (o get the necassery
supplias fo put together S00 comies of
James (Mrs Anne Mernight and 1 asre
pulting them together right musw during
gvery "Spare” minute we have and hope io
have them resdy for distributon ihis
week ) 1 was completely aut of “Jemes®
Houkiels so | decided e begin making up
500 cupiss of 2 hooklet at & tirme instesg
of the 200 we have bhegndoing. in the inng
run that will save us mueh money and
time angd alitny for instant sccess to 5
hookist when needed.

This veas tnade possible bDecsuse of the
ganerows oiving  of: BVl sng Elige
Motiride, Billie Ard, Jeckie Lowder, Mr
and Mrs Mixon, Rev Larry Meflister Tom
and anne MeKpight, Connie Mathis, My
and Mrg Virgil West, Mrg Litlian Broxton,

Merian Coker, Marion Tunsisll, Russel
Lovwder, and Mroand Mrg Calvin Grooms. In
Addifion to enakiling me to republish the
James Dookietz 1 onow  have enough to
republish al lgast one; and
maybe  two  moreg booklets
“{ Revelstion and Eschatoiogy) . |
get lelters ar cally every week
saying how God i1z using the Newslettor,

BooXlels, or Tapes 1o minister tp peaple’s

needs and | Appreciele everyone who has
given se that [ gan share this much nesdsd

help with peonls.

AP APAAANAAA AN AAAAANAAAAAA AR AN A AR AN AR,

MINISTRY SUPPORY- | nave nat heen 1Ne Lord continues to Bless and weirh 3

our Church and we arg extrematy plesss
10 ser ngw Taces inour congregetion aimn:
gvery week. We try o moke ihe Messer
and the Pluste meaaingful 30 thel the
receive something when they come an
hopefully, will want o come again. fnd 7.
not & "one man show ™ by Bny means. We'
got some Sumgday Schogl Teschers that o
putting s ot of prayer end Yime inlo thel
¢lasses so that when we get paopie intn o
Sunday School they lesve with a knowigg
of the Lard and His Word {Sex the Tig?
nevs officers and Teschers Isted o o
Mewsigttery. They also entourage e
stutdenls 1o be here svery Sunday end s
week wo tetribuled 14 yesrTy peri.
sttendance Pins (Our Sunday Sehool ue
beging 1n June. We install new teachs
theo a3 well g5 gradusie studensts o the
new classes). ‘

Our Chitdren’s Chureh 15 comnng el
wvery well thanks to the tremendous elfé
of Hops Frue and Kathy Llewis and ¢
music has been greatly enhanced 54
Mrs Ann Thigpen hbas begun to plsy 4
grgen for us. Thank Gog Tor g1l of th
dedicated people. :

VACATION BIBLE SCBOGL-  bheg
Monday June & amd goes thru Wedneso
SJune § with Gradustion on Thursday <o
9. Qur Theme this year 13 "The Twd
Dsciples”  {(See reinted erticie later
ihe newsletter) wnd will ensbis o
chiftdren tw  lesrn the names and oy
bazic informgtion about ihe discis
before the hesior does s series of sarm

Con each of them this summer.

Hope Yo seep gue in oeae of o
ZRFYICE S00N.
& garlier fo

A R R R R A P b R FR B F I A e R B b

Groce Frae wWill Baptist Chureh
POpow 1003
Lake City, 5 O 29560

Nongrofit Orgeniza
L} S Postage PaiD
Parmit =g



CONGRATULATIONS TO QUR?

SUPERINTENDENT + -« e v v e sscunsssunnsesnnenasnscassansess RALPH MCALLISTER
AS SIS TANT v v entencasessatasesvunssusnnsesenashoanascsseARNOLD LOWDER
SECRETARY e e vovervnesrsancssnassnsnnvansansnnsoass MICHELLE MCALLISTER
ASQISTANT........L....‘...-....--‘..................}...EULALIA JORDAN
ADULT vt e vreenenna eneneree e sREV-MIKE JONES/RUSSEL LOWDER/CARL JORDAN

YOUNG ADULT (19=30) ., - vt niereennnnsnssanneeSULLY SULLIVAN/WYMAN LOWDER
TEEM (18180, i crsivretsensasnvesnininarsannnssJAVID WALL/CONNIE MATHIS
JUNIOR (3=12) s iiiusnnssrneansnsncnnsenansess ANNE MEKNIGHT/DOT SULLIVAN
PRIMaRY (6- B in it tencennnaaeniavsJMARJORIE McALL1BTER/PaAULA JONES
BEGINNER(I=5) ... oiuirunnsseeen ALTHEA COKER/BUSAN SPRING/JENENE BROWH
NURSERY (0-2)....ccvnssunecen-BETH BROACH/BILLIE ARD/PMIRIAM MCALLISTER

=R S ¥ R OE =E S Do OB &% o= o2 o=m o= $ XM 8 S S 8 F 8 = % 8 =2 2 PR OFOF

ACTS: Twe CHURCH BEGINS PagToR MIRCHEAL JONES

SPIRIT FILLED CHRISTIANS 7
ACTS 6:lh

[. AVAILABLE FOR WHATEVER GOD WANTS 6:2-3 EVEN SERVE TABLES |1

[T WAS THE SFIRIT THAT OROVE , JESUS INTO THE DESERT TO BE TEMPTED. IT
WAS THE SPIRIT THAT LED PHILIF TO LEAVE THE REVIVAL IN SAMARIA AND GO
To THE EuNucH IN THE DESERT, MOST PEOPLE WANT TO "USE" THE SPIRIT BUT
THE SPIRIT FILLED CHRISTIAM IS COMPLETELY AVAILABLE FOR TME ‘SPIRIT TO
usE-~THEY ACCEPT THEIR PLACE IN THE Bopy oF CHRIST AND WORK OF G0D.

[I. A CHANNEL FOR GDD'S WONDER WORKING POWER 6:8 SIN IS NOT CLOGGING
THE "FIFE” S0 GoD's BLESSINGS CAN FLOW. G0D WILL USE YOU TD DO THINGS
THAT YOU NEVER THOUGHT YOU COULD DO CAND COULDN'T WITHOUT THE SPIRIT).

111. CONTROLLED BY SPIR[T AND NOT FLESH {REPAVS HATE WITH LOVE) 639-15C
THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT ARE MANIFESTED TR YDUR LIFE. YOur WISDOM Wil
CONFOUND THEM AND YOUR PEACE WILL ASTOUND THEM. SomME OF YOUR GREATEST
TESTIMOMY Wil BE THE ATTITUDE YOU SHOW TD THOSE WHO PERSECUTE AND
ABUSE vou [THROUGH THE YEARS MULTITUDES OF PEOPLE HAVE BEEN WON TQ THE
LoRD BY THE way CHRISTLIANS WAVE ENDURED TRIALS AND PERSECUTIOND.

IV, MIGHTY IN THE SCRIPTURES T:- THE SCRIPTURES WILL BE THE BASIS
OF YOUR LIFE AND WORK BECAUSE THE HOLY SPIRIT 15 THE AUTHCR OF THE
BieLE. Jorn 19:26 Bui the Comfonten, whilch ds the HoRy Ghost,

whom the Fathen wifg send in my name, he sholl teach vou ol fhings,
and bnlng ol things Xo goun nemembnonca, whaksoeven 1 have sodd uwnXo
you. IT WILL AFFECT YOUR MEMORY,» YOUR MESSAGEs AND YOUR METHODS.

V. SUSTAINED IN TRIAL T:54- 56 A KNOWLEDGE THaT JESUS 18 AT THE
FATHER 'S RIGHT HAND IHTERCEDING FOR YOU. You'uL FIND PEACE IN STORMS
AND STRENGTH IN TROUBLES.

VI. LIKE JESUS T7:59-60 WILLING TO FORGIVE AND READY TO DJE. YOUR
LIFE WILL LIFT UP JESUS SO THAT MEN MAY BE DRAWN' TO HIM. WHETHER YOU
LIVE OR DIE ¥Y0OU WILL MANIFEST CHRIST (PHIw 1:23~P4).



OUTLINE COF LESSONS: MaTT 1032-4 Mark 3:13-19 fLurz 6113770
Yionday, Juna 6: James son ©f Alphaeus, Thaddaeus (Judas, ncu
Iacariot), Simon the Zealot, Judas lscariot

"Service for the Lo#d"~ These ara the “Unknown Disciplesa”. Moat
people will eventually get most of the other B but find it hard to
remamber these. This is the way {t ils with many of the people who
do much ©of the work for the Lord, thay aren’'t recognized or
ramambared on this asarth but Jesus said they would be rewardad, in
Heaven <(There are many ways that you can gerve the Lord today
without teaching or preaching-- raceiving the Offering, passing out
song books, singing in the cholry praying for your tsachaer and
chureh, helping clean up arcund the church, ...}

Some Dangers 1o Service« Simon is called the Zealot because he
belunged to a group that had a great "Zeal™ to restore l[aram=]l aa a
nation. This hindered his establishing God’'s Xingdom (8He caraful
that the "good” doesn't block ocut tha "Best”. It's not wrong to
play ball and every one needs a vacation some times but don't let
thase come betwaan you and serving the Lord).

Judas Iscariot was the Treasurer of the group but he usad this
rposition of truat to steal esome of the money and eventually he esold
the Lord for 30 placas of sillver. We muat learn not to misuse our
position or to violate a trust <(Someone tells us something in
private and we uae it to gossip about them. Somaeone glives us
something to usa for the Lord and we use it for ourselives).

Tuo&dafs June 7: Philip, Nathanawl, Thoamas, tMatthew, Andraw.

) Each of thesa man iz 2 zood sxample of
someone being brought te the Lord for Salvation or of s£omaeone
bringing aomaona to the Lord for Salvetion.

"The Bringers”- Philip (John 1:43-45), Matthew (Luke 5:27-32)
Andrew (John 1:40-41). Aas soon as these mun were introduced to
Christ thefr first reaction was to find someone elee to share the
good neuws with. That ought to be the reaction of every followear of
Christ. We need to make an effort to share Chriet with our family
and friends. Philip and Andrew did it by giving their “"testimony”
(I just met Jesus and it’'s wonderful) while Matthew did it by
giving a "Party” for his friends and inviting Jesus (Some people
can’'t talk @z easily as othere but thay can brinpg people to Church
to hear the Taeacher and Preacher). [Andrew later brings the little
boy with the 2 fishes and ® loaves to Christ (John &6:8-9) and
Andrem and Philip bring Greeks to Christ (John 12:20-2231,

"The Brought"~ Nathanael (John 1:46-49), Thomas {John 20:124=29),
Both of these men had to deal with doubts about Jesus but Jesus
knew how to show both of tham that they needad to follow Him. Every
pargon wWill be a little different as you share Christ with them but
God will give you just what you nesd o show them Faloh.

Hadneaday, June 8: Peter, James,; .John
i "=~ Thie Group is what i= called the
"Inner Circla™. They were with Jesus at the ralaing of Jariua’
daughtor (Mk 6:35-43), on the Mount of Tranafiguration (Mark 9:2),
28 well as in the Garden praying with Him just before He was
crucified (Hark 14:33). They maintained a closenees to the Lord
that allowed them Fellowsahip and Faver. So we nead to stay as close
te the Lord as poseibla and come to Know Him (Not Jjust about Him).
Their names wer® changed~ Simon= Petar (Rock) {(Matt 16:13-19).
James and John were called "Boanerges” (sons of thunder) because of
their #rath (Luke 9:84-556) and Jesus had to deal with Flaws in
thaeir character- Peter’'s Pride (Luke 22:31-24) and Jamea and John'a
Ambition (Mark 10:3%-40). Relationphip with Christ will affect
every ares of your life.



JUNE 6—9., 1983

JUNE B8 T:00rm - S:00PM

TN - F:15 (OPENING ASSEMBLY
T:16 - T:30 PupreT/OsuscT LESSON
? 20 ~ 8:1% CLASS

116 ~ 8:30 REFRESHMENT
8=30 - G:00 CraFT/ PLAY PRACTICE
GRADJATION THURSEAY JUNE 9 T:30- 9:00pm

THEME : "THe TweELvE [MsciPLES"

GOALS: 1. TG ALLOW EACH STUDENT TO WMEMORIZE THE NAMES OF THE 12
2. To EXPOSE FACH STUDENT TO THE FACT OF THEIR NEED OF !
A) SaALVATION
B) SErvice IN GoD'S WORK
C) RELATIONSHIP WITH BOD
3. TO REACH MEW PEQPLE FOR OUR [HURCH
URGANIZATION: HoPeE FrYE AND KATHY LEWIS
OFFICERS/TEACHERS:
DIRECTOR: RaLPH MCALLISTER
AsaisT? ARMOLD LOWDER
SECRETARY: MrcHELLE MCALLISTER
OBJECT LESSON:  (Mown) AutHeEa Coker (Tues? RusseEL LOWDER
(WED) WymaN Lowner (ThHurs) Davio G & Davie C

FPUPPETS: CoONNIE MaATHIS AND BILLIE ARD
SONGS  * Jack1e LOWDER AND ANN THIGPEN
PLAY : HOPE FrRYE AND KATHY LEWIS

REFRESHMENTS: MIrTAaM MoALLISTER (IM CHARGED)s EULALTA JORDAMS
MARY WILKESs BONNIE LEE: DEVONKE HaNMA. ..

NURSERY (BIRTH-2)>: BeETTY Low THOMFSONy KARON LOWDER: THERESA L.

BEGINNER {3-5):5u84aN SPRING: ANNE MCKNIGHT: MARJDRIE MCALLISTER

PRIMARY (6-8): SviLvia Gowbys Paula JONES

JUNTOR (9-12): Davio WailLs Marion CORER

ABULT (13uF2: ReEv MIKE JONES, Wyman LOWDER

CRAFT: Any HeELF we cam GeTi!Y guT In CHARGE OF t
NURSERY- ALTHEA LOKER/MICHELLE SPRING
Becrumer- BeTH BrROACH/BETSY LEE

Primary~ JoMakNa LOWDER/ MILDRED LOWDER
JUuNIOR™ ToMMY SULLIVAN/JEROME MATHIS

ALl LADIES ARE ASKED TO ERING A BAG OF POTATO CHIPS

Bac OF

COOKIES: AND A SOFT DRINK (FOR WSE ON THURSDAY MIGHT) SUNDAY JUNE
WE WILL CELEBRATE GRADUATION WITH & HOT DOG SUPPER on THURSDAY
NIGHT JUNE Y. LWE mMEED 2 vOLUNTEERS FOR CHIL 1]



HOW TO KEEP THE AXE SHARP

[T Kings 6:31-7 TELLE THE BTORY DF THE LOBT ANE HEAD THAT WAS MADE
TO "SWIM”. SADLY TODAY: SOMF PEOPLE ARE TRYING TO DO (BOD'S WORK
WITHOUT THE TAXE-HEAD" AND ALL THEY ARE DOING 1S EXPENDING ENERGY
AND TIME AND BRULISING THE TREESI!! THEIR LIFE MAS ND MEAMING DR
PURPOSE AND THEY CONSIDER THEMSELVES FAILURES BECAUSE THEY CAN'T
ACCOMPLISH AMYTHING, SO IF Bob 18 vo word. THRU us HE MUST FIRST WORK
OM US TO GIVE US SOMETHING TO WORK WITH. HE THEN MUST KEEP THAT AXE-
HEAD SHARP SO IT CAN ACCOMPLISH I1T'S J0B. LET'S SEE HOow HE DOES THIS

ANYTIME vOU WANT. TO 00 SOMETHING vOU NEED SOMETHING T0 WORK ‘DN AND
SOMETHING TO WoORK WITH. Sp THE FIRST THING WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND 1S
HHAT I5 GOD TRYING TO ACCOM :

A) RELATIONSHIP- GOD DES:RES RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS PEOPLE AND HE
IS TRYING TO BUILD THAT. BuT SIn STANDS IN THE WAYS THEREFORE THERE
MLUST BE-

8) REDEMPTION- GOD HAD TO MAKE A wav TO REDEEM MAW FROM THE
BONDAGE OF SIMN AND DEATH S0 FELLOWSHIP WOULD BE POSSIBLE. HE DID
THAT BY SENDING HIS OWN SON To DIE IN OUR PLACE AND PAY THE DEBT WE
OWE,., BUT GOD KNOWS 1T IS NOT ENOUGH TO SIMPLY "BUY us OFF THE SLAVE
MARKET™} WE MUST NOW BE-

C) RENEWED~ THERE ARE 2 MAIN WAYS (GOD USES TO ACCOMPLISH THIS!

1. THE WORK OF THE HoLY SPIRIT IN DUR LIVES THAT GUIDES UG
INTO THE WAYS OF BaD THRU THE WORD OF GOD.

2. CIRCUMSTANCES THAT GOD ALLOWS TO COME OUR WY TO CONFORM US
T THE Imace oF HIs son JeEsuSs.

So GOD CAN TAKE AN LD STICK™» FIT DMLY FOR THE FIRE; AND GIVE 17
PURPOSE AND DIRECTION. SUDDENLY WE FIND OURSELVES WITH JOoYy IN THIS
LIFE AND REWARDS IN THE LIFE TO COME ,

SAD TO SAY THOUGH: AS WE WORK THE AXE CAN BECOME OULL AND THME JOY
TURN INTO A REaL Jos,. Fec 10:10 14 <he Anonw be bRunx, wnd he do
ot whakt fthe edse, then musi Ko pui to mane sinengih: but wlsdom Ao
pnofliteble Lo cinect HOW CAN WE KEEP THE AXE SHARP??

A) AVOID THINGS THAT WOULD GULL THE AXE (THE SINFUL "STDNEE" oF
SocieTyy Il Cor 6117 Whenedone come out fmom awmong fhem, ond La
ye sepanaie, osadiih the Lond, ond touch nok the uncleon thing; and 1
Wl neceive wou, (CHAMGE FRIENDS- ABRAM LEFT Ur AND HIS FAMILY?D

B) bow’ T LET THE AME S1T IDLE AND BET "RuUBTY -~

WITHESS OF WHAT GBD HAS DONE ‘FOR YOU

TITHE ¥OUR INCOME TO LOD'S WORK

MAINTAIN COMTACT WITH GOD

{PRAYER> TaLk TO GOD/ BIBLE STuDY- BOP TALK TO YOU)

C) UNDERSTAND GOD'S waY OF SHARSENING vou— CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
PRov 2T7:17 Inom shanpeneihn inon; s0 o wen ahanpaweih the
countenance of his fndend. JoiN Goo’'s PEOPLE (CHURCH MEMBERSHIF).
You NEED THE FELLOWSHIF- Eco 419-12 Two ARE BETTER THAN ONE BECAUSE:!
1. THEY HAVE A BOOD REWARD FOR THEIR LABOR“ AN AWARD MEANS LITTLE IF

NO ONE KNOWS YOU RECEIVED IT. SHARING TRIUMPH IS IMPORTANT
2. IF THEY FaLLs ONE HELPS THE OTHER. SHARIRG TROUBLES IS NECESSARY

{MOUNTAIN CLIMBERS TIE TOGETHER TO HELP SHDULD ONE FALL)D
3. Tu TOGETHER HAVE HEAT~ A SINGLE CCAL GOES OUT
4. TwOo CAN WITHSTAMD STRESS~ STRENGTH IN UNITY

ARE YOU "BEATING YOUR HEAD AGAINST THE WALL" AND JUST GETTING A
HEADACHE FOR YDUR EFFORTS?? B(OD WANTS TO REDEEM YOU TODAYs S0 YOU
CAM FIND ABUNDANT LIFE IN SERVICE WITH Him.

Is YOUR "AXE™ DULL AND YOUR LIFE IMEFFECTIVET? DEDICATE YOURSELF
To DOING RIGHT BY BECOMING A WORKING PART OF CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP.



LCTS: TeeE CHUrRCH BEGINS Rev MIRCHEAL JOMES

4 THIMGS NECESSARY FOR A MAN TO BE SAVED o
: AcTs 16530

1. GAD
A) . SavED FROM HIS WRATH- ALL HAVE SINNED. WAGES OF SIN 13 DEATH.

B) SavED To HIS WEALTH AND WORK= TO AS MANY AS RECEIVED HIM .TO THEM
GAVE HE POWER TD BECOME THE S0ONS OF GOD.

2. SINNER

A) REALIZE HE’'S LOST BY THE CONVICTING WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
(UNLESS THE SPIRIT DRAWS YOU YOU CAMNOT BE SAVED). PROBLEMS, PAINS,
AND PREACHING ALL COMBINE TD BRING YOU TO THE KNOWLEDGE THAT YOU MEED

Goo.
BY REALIZE HE CAMN'T SAVE HIMSELF: NOT BY BECOMIMWG "G0O0ODR", MNOT BY
ENOUGH GOOD DEEDS TD "OUTWEIGH” HIS BAD. IT 13 NOT ENOUGH TO MEET

SOCIETY 'S KREGQUIREMENTS) GOD IS THE ONE THAT HAS BEEN SIMNNED AGAINST
AMND HE IS THE ONE YOU MUST AMSWER TO.

3. TRUTH .

&) MusT BE TRE TRUTH 11 PET 1t16 Fon we have wmak {oflowad
cunnivgly devised fabfes, when we mode known unie wou the powar ond
comiag of ocun Lond Ygsys Chnlsk, buk wene eysuitvmossesr of his mojestu.
THERE ARE MULTITUDRES OF BELIEFS AND DOCTRINES IM THE WDRLL TODAY,

SOME TEACH Y0OU ARE SAVED BY JOINING THE [HURCH OR BY BEING BAPTIZED.
SOME TEACH MEDITATION AND MIND CONTROL. SOME TEACH "DOCTRIMES OF
DEVILS™. BUT THE ONLY ONE THAT IS RIGHT I8 THE ONE THAT EXALTS JEsus
CHRIST AS SAVIODUR WHO DIED ON THE CRDSS AS PAYMENT FOR YOUR SINSs WHO
WAS BURIED:» AND THEN RESURRECTED AND WILL ONE DAY COME AGAIN FOR HIs
FPEOPLE,

By MusT BE PROCLAIMED- ETH. EuMUCH HAD TO HAVE A MAN TO LEAD HIM. HE
WAS READING THE BIBLE: HAD 8FEEN TO CHURCH) AND WAS CONCERNED ENDUGBH TO
TRAVEL HUNDREDS OF MILES BUT SOMEONE HAD TO PROCLAIM THE MESSADE.

C) MuUST SE ACCEFTED~ JESUS UONTINUALLY WARNED ABOUT PECFLE WHO HAD
EARS TO HMEAR AND YET WQULD NOT HEAR. YOU CANMOT SIMPLY KNOW THE "BDaT”
WILL SAVE YOUF YOU MUST TAKE A STEF OF FAITH AND GET IN.

4. FAITH- Fon by Gnace one you soved ihnough Fodikhi angd Lthakt wmodk of
gounselves i Ak As the gidt of God, nok od wonks Lest oy mon shouwlid
boosk. EpH 2:8-9 BeLieve: To CLing 7Oy RELY OMs TRUST IN.

A) REPENTANCE™ A TURNING AWAY FROM SIN. A SORROW FOR SIN THAT CAUSES
YOU TO WANT T "BREAK™ WITH 1T. NOT JUST SORROW BECAUSE OF WHAT
HAFPENS AS A RESULT OF YOUR SIN BUT BECAUSE IT WAS AGAINST (GoD.

BY ACCEPTANCE- THE "VACUUM” OF ABANDONED 3IN MUST BE REPLACED WITH
ABUNDANT LIFE IN CHRIST OR YDU'LL END UP WORST OFF TIRAM BEFORE.

WHAT DO YOU RECEIVE WHEN YOU RECEIVE CHRIST? 11 Tim 119 Who haxh
#aved us, and coffed us with on hofy colling, woi coconding Ao oun
wonkes, buk acconding ko his oun punposa ond snace, which was given ws
in Chniest Jenus befone fthe wonficd begawn.,

1. PARDOM FROM SIN'S PUMISHMEMNT

2. PEACE WITH Goo aND THE PeEACE oOF (GoD.

3. PLACEMENT IMN THE BODY OF CHRISYT THAT GIVES Y0OU PURPOSE IN LIFE AND
REWARDS AT DEATH.

Has GoD BEEN DEALING WITH YOUR REART? ACCEPT CHRIST TODAY.
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BAPTISM  WVhat s privilege we
had lagt Sunday as anpmd 3 nav
canm and received . 3 . new
members intg the feunwxhip or the
Church. We 'don’s have B
Pool {YETH) so following §ﬁe
Service we Mjnurned to. Brother
Marion Coker's Swimming Pool and
re;mmﬁa@ public proclamalion of
faith by 4y Mathis. Yvette Poston,
and Damon Runid

Then Sundsy Nigh! we received
Sandy Mathiz and Damon Runion into
the fellowship of the Church .by
Profession of Faith and Mrs. Connie
Mathis by itransfer of letter. We
WELCDME these and anticipate many
more in the weeks to come

tismal
orning -

VS
Schoal  was also excellent. We
aversged nearly 65 in attendance
with over $90 received for Missionsry
10 India. Carliste Hanne As ths Pastor.
I was. tremendously zmpmsed and
pleased dy the effort put into the
weak Dy everyone involved. This wos
one of those years when 1 allowed
gveryone 1w dJdo. their
everyone accepted their
rezsponsibility  willingly and fully.

Ve have a greatl dody of Believers

here at Grace; I'm gxcited about what
Gaod iz doing now; and can hardly wm1
to see what's in store for usil

Last wesk's Vacation Bible -

job and-’

SPECIAL SPEAKERS The Pastor

- il be wway this coming Sunday

Night (June 19) a2 part of his duties

with“the SC Conference Presbylerv
Committer to assist in the ordination
of Rusty Conyers of “the ngso
Rosd FWHB Church in Sumter. Whil:
he's away Brother Russel Lowder an-
Brotheyr Carl Jordan will pe in charg .
of the services. These are two fin.
men and I sppracisie them filling in
for the
A F O F o F
Immessuradble THANKS 10 all thos:
who nave helped recently with thi-
ministry. Most of the James Beoklet:
have been pul together and ar-.
available for anyone des them.

Many of the Rava&axm;z Bnnm’ts hav:
beeh put together snd we hope it
finith them this week. Funds are alsi
available now o begin uttin-
together 500 of the Eschatgipgy
(Study of End time events) Books and |
hope t0 have them resdy by thea tirs.
of July. This is made poszible becausc
of gifts from Jack B Hanna joshu.
Frye, Matthew Erye, Rev Sam Eulmer
Bill arid Elise McHride, Wayne en:
Lois Mixon, and Mr and Mrs Willism 5
Bmvsmr

1 appreciate so much these bain<
Partners with ms in irying to resci:
and teach pegple aboul Christ. May
the Lord Bless you 85 you serve Him.

Preacher Mike .
ILATFY
FATHER'S
DAY

== L e e b e L e L o

Groce Free Will Baptist Church

Nmprnﬁt Drgamzatmn

- 0 Box 1003
... Lake City, S € 2956D
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MARK: JESUS THE SERVANT Ry MIRCHEAL JONES -

THE CAILLING OF DISCIPLES
Marx 1:14-22

JESUS HAD JUST RETURNED FROM HIS GREAT TRIAL IM THE DESERT WHERE
HE HaD FASTED 40 DAYS AND THEN WAS TEMPTED 8Y THE DEVIL CONCERNING
THE THREE GREAT TEMPTATIONS OF LIFE (I JN 2:16): THE "LWST OF THE
FLESH™= MUNGER? THE "LUST OF THE EYES™ WORLD3 AND THE "PRIDE OF
LIFE™~THROW SELF OFF TEMPLE. NOW HE WAS ABLE TO GO TO A SIN CURSED
WORLD AND GIVE THEM A MESSAGE .OF HELP AMD HOPE BECAUSE HE was in - =
ol poinis tempred Like as we ane, wek withouk sin. (Hes 4:150. _

HI5 FORERUNMER; JOMN THE BAPTIST, WAD BEEN IMPRISONEC FOR HIS BOLD
PREACHING AGAINST SIN AND MOW JESUS BEGINS TO TAKE THE ROAD THAT HE _
KNOWS WILL END UF ON CaLVARY'S CROSS. AS HE BEGINS HIS MINISTRY HE
CALLS 12 DISCIFLES TO BECOME STUDENTS AND HELPERST AND EVENTUALLY HE
ORDAINS THEM TO BE AROSTLES (Mk 3:13-19), THE WILL EVENTUALLY USE AS
MANY AS TO pIsciPLES (Luke 10:1) BUT THESE 12 ARE THE MALIN "CORE" e
THAT HE TRAVELED WITH AND TAUGHTI.

I wanT US TD. LOUOK TODAY AT HOW JESUS CALLED THESE MEWN AND SEE
THEIR REsPQNSE. AND THEM I WANT US TO LISTEN TO His caLL To US Topavy -
. AND GAUGE DUR RESPONSE- OUR RESFPONSE TO THE GREATEST OPPORTUNITY AND
OBLIGATION WE WILL Ev&a ENCOUNTER.

I. THE CALL- Jerus 2840 unto dhem, Come ye afgten me, and 1 wikl
make you ko become flshans of men. va 17
A) & Gimplae Call~ "Comae” (Doctrines are difficult, Salvation is
eimple? : -
8) an _Understandable Call= "Come” Direct and to the point. Later
He would say it like this. Come wnko me, o#2 ye thoit Rabon and
ane heavy foden, ond T widl glve you neskt, Toke my yoke upon gou,
wed feartn of mai fon 1 .am meek and Loty An heonkt ! ond ye shall {ind
nest unto youwrt soule. Fon ny yoke s sy, and my bunden Als 2Aight.
Matt 11:28-30. : ' _ .
Cy» A Pergonal Call~ "Ye". Each individual  is answerable for -
himeal f~ Whoggever WILL may come. Jeaup hax saved Milliong of men
but He always dcoes 80 Qne man at a timg.
DY A Committing Call- "After Me". We are called to FOLLOW CHRIST -
by Faith. He domsn’'t show uz all of the road wa will travel but He
does tell ua that He will walk i1t before us and wa can trust him to
never lead us astray. _
E) an Oblizatory Call- "I will make you to baeomt fighers of Man™.
1. The Trangformation: "I will MAKE YOU"”. HE gives ug the Power

to begcome what He sants us . to bat y -
2. The Task- "Fighers of man”. From the nuitdane to the
miraculous. Life has Purpose, Peace, and Producticon as woe

accomplish eternal goals snd regcuae men from eternal desath.

11, THE RESPONSE- And stnodightwow thay fonsoor £hedn nets, ond
foffowecd nim. ve 18

A) Ho DRelayva- "Streightuay™. Today ia the day of Salvation

B> Nw Dglerrepncsa= "Thay forascok their nets™. Job or oven Famlly
(va 23 did not keep them from commitment.

CO Mo Penigls- “followed Him”. Openly they made a stand with
Jasus. Evary Christian needs to do that by Publie Preofeasaion, -
Haptism, and Jjoining a fellowship of Believers. . —

JESUS 15 CALLING YOU TO BE HIS DISCIFLE TODAY- WHAT 1S YOUR AMSWER7



THE GoSPEL OF JOHN: SI1cNSs; SERMONS: AND SOUL~WINMNING -

LLzvwvINnG WATERS
JN 431314 Jeous omnswened and soid unko hen, Whosoeven dnimiekh
of this waten shaffl thinst again: Bui whasogven cdninketh of ithe
woker that 1 sholf glve hAim shalfl wmeven xhinsit: buk the woten thox 1
shalf gdve him shaftl bg An him a well of woakten .spnxwgmns up -Anto.
evenfoad ing 2i4e

THE WOMAN CAME TO THE WELL THAT DAY WITH NO EXPECTATION OF MEETING
ANYONE. IN FACT, THE REASON SHE CAME AT THE NOOM HOUR WAS TO AVQID
MEETING THE WOMEM OF THE CITY AND SUFFERING THEIR REPROACH. SHE WAS
THIRSTY AND NEEDED THE PHYSICAL WATER BUT THERE WAS A DEEPER THIRST
IN HER THAT WAS SLOWLY DESTROYING MER. SHE LONGED FOR BOMEDNE TO
REALLY LOVE MER: SHE LONGED FOR REAL MEANING TQ LIFEs AND SHE WANTED
TO BE ABLE 7O LIVE WITH HERSELF (SHE JUMPED FROM HUBBAND TO HUSBAND
BLAMING THEM FOR HER DISCONTENT.).

NO HuMAN BEING HAS EVER BEEN SATISFIED WITH THE THINGS OF THIS
HWORLD. WEALTH; WORLDLIMESS, WICKEDNESS! ALL FAIL. . TD SATISFY THE
CRAVING OF THE HUMAN HEART. (DURING.WORLD War 11 Many MEN WERE CAST
ADRIFT ON THE SEA IMN OPEN RAFTS. THERE WERE MILLIONS OF GALLONS OF
WATER ALL ARQUND THEM BUT TO DRINK IT WAS . TO DIE. THEIR THIRST WAS
VERY VERY REAL, THE WATER WAS REAL WATER-=BUT MIXED IN WITH IT WAS
SALT AND IT WOULD KILL INSTEAD OF GIVE LLIFE.) THE DESIRE FOR WEALTH:
THE WORLDs AND WICKEDNESS ARE VERY Paw:nFULhFamnes IN A MAN'S LIFE
BUT THEY DESTROY HIM. INSTEAD OF SATISFY -HIMI -

THE LIVING WATER THAT JEBUS PROMISED HER WAS JUST THAI“ LIVING
WwATER. 1T wouLp SATISFY HER: THIRSTY SoUL, RENEW HER DEAD SOULs AND
PROVIDE STRENGTH 1o FacE LIFE. IT DID-NOT CHANGE THE FACT THAT SHE
HAD B HUSBANDS AND WAS LIVING WITH A MAN (WHAT DID SHE DO ApOUT THAT
SITUATION WHEN JESUS LEFT??). 1T DID NOT MAKE HER “IPMWMEDIATELY
ACCEPTABLE TO. THE COMMUNITY —SEE VERSE 42 "NOW: WE™ BELIEVEs - NOT '
BECAUSE OF THY ,@aYINGI FOR WE HAVE HEARD -MIM 'OURSELCVES..."." T

SHE. . DID HAVE JESUS' PROMISE THAT THE WELL WOULD SPRING UP IN HER-
SOUL. AHD SHE NEED NEVER THIRST AGAIN. HER EMPTY. BARREN LIFE NOW HAD
THE OPPORTUNITY TO FLOURISH AND BE FRULTFUL: THE DESERT WOULD NGT
DISAPPEAR IN A DAY BUT SHE WAS GIVEN A NEW BEGINNING AND A WEW
ABILITY-TO DEAL WITH LIFE,.

THERE 15 HOPE FDR MaN, Ps 16:11 SAYS THAT AT THE. RIGHT HAND OF
JESUS ARE "PLEASURES FUOREVERMORE” . THE SATISFACTION YOU CRAVE AND
NEED TODAY IS FOUND IN A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST.

NOTICE THAT JESUS FPROMISED HER THE WELL WOULD SPRING UP INM HER
SOUL . AND SHE WOLLD NEVER THIRST ASAIN.. IT'S NOT SOMEWHERE yOU HAVE
TO GO TO GET "WATER” WHEN YOU'RE THIRSTYs THE HOLY SPIRIT STAYS ON
THE INSIDE AMD GIVES YOU WHAT YOU NEED EVERY DAY.

NOTICE THAT SHE IMMEDIATELY BEGAMN TO PQINT TO RELIGION AS AN
EXCHSE. FOR NDT DOLING . RIGHT. NEN ALWAYS TRY TO COVER THEIR SINS WITH
"FIG LEAVES" OF MORALITY CADAMY ‘?Hgvmxo OURSELVES SECAUSE WE KNEW WE
WERE NaAXKED". IT'S YOUR FAULT WE'RE NAKED: BoD. YOU FUT UZ HERE LIKE
THIS) e

A DRUNKARD SAT AT A TABLE IN A BAR WITH SEVERAL OF HIS OOMPANIONS.
HIS WIFE ENTERED. AND SET A COVERED DISH DOWN BEFORE niv. "YOu WERE
TOO BUSY TG COME HOME POR SUPPER" s SMHE S8AIDy "50 1 BROUGHT 1T TO
YOou.", SHE LEFT AS ALL HIS BUDDIES LAUGHED. HE INVITED THEM TO BHARE
HIS MEAL WITH HIM BUT WHEN HE REMOVED THE COVER THERE WAS NO FOOD
INSIDE. INSTEAD. THERE WAS A NOTE, "] HOPE YOU ENJOY THIS SUPFER.
IT'S THE SAME THING YOUR WIFE ANGS CHILOREM ARE EATING!I". S0 17 1S
WITH SATAN'S PROMISES~ WHEN YOU LDOK BRENEATH THE COVER YDU'LL FIND
NOTHIMNG FOR YOURSELF AND FURT FOR EVERYONE YOU INFLUENCE.



e ' ONES
~.TS: ThE CHURCH BEGINS Rev MIKE

S P AL
HOW GOD MOLDED pers 9118<31

MOST OF US KNOW THE APOSTLE PalL AS A GREAT FREACHER AND MISS1ONARY
WHO HELFED SHAPE THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE CHURCH AND WHOs EVEN TODAY
THRU HIS INSPIRED LETTERS GUIDES THE CHURCH IN MANY OF IT'S DECISIONS
(PAUL 'S LETTERS CONTAIN THE ONLY CLEAR CUT GUIDELINES FOR CHURCH
ORGANIZATION IN THE BIBLE). BUT FEW PEQPLE ARE AWARE OF THE WORK GOD
DID IN THE EARLY YEARS OF PauL’'s CMRISTIAN LIFE, BEFORE HE BECAME A
FaMOUS FIGURE. A BRIEF QUTLINE OF PAUL’S EARLY MINISTRY: :
1. SAVED AND A BRIEF EFFECTIVE MINISTRY IN DamasBCuUS
2. THE REVELATION IM THE ARaBIAN DESERT {(GaL 1:115-18)

3. RETURN TO DAMASCUS WHERE HIS PREACHING S0 STIRRED THE JEWS UNTIL HE
MUST ESCARE THEM BY BEING LET DOWN FROM THE WALL IN A BASKET.

4. To JERUSALEM WHERE HE 1S REJECTED UNTIL BARNABAS BEFRIENDS HIM.

5. HIS PREACHING S0 AMGERS THE GRECIANS UNTIL THEY SEEK TD KILL HIM S0
THE BRETHERN SEND HIM HOME TO TARSULS.

Ly HE REMAINS IN TARSUS FOR AROUND 10 YEARS UNTIL BARNABAS SEEK HIM
LT TO HE SPREAD THE MEWS TO THE GENTILES (ACTS 11:22-261.

T. HE BECOMES A LEADER IN THE STARTING OF NEW CHURCHES - AND ACCEPTING
GENTILES INTO THE BoDy.

I. HE LEARNED THE WISDOM OF WAITING
Ad In ARABIA HE RECEIVED A REVELATION FROM (Gob:
1. "To REVEAL HIS SOoN IN ME™ Gat 1:15-18
- 2. To REVEAL THE "MySTERY” OF THE ChurcH EP 3:1-6
3. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE Loro- Communiown~ I Comr 11:23
GIvING- ACTs 20:36

B) SOMETIMES WITHDRAWAL 18 NECESSARY~ AS HE RETURNED TO TARSUS "THEN
HAD THE CHURCHES REST THROUGHOUT ALl JUDEA AND GALILEE AND SAMARIA”

THE CHURCH MAY HAVE MNEEDEPR THE REST MORE THAN PAUL NEEDED TO PREACH! |
NOTHING IS KMOWN OF THIS TIME IN PAUL'S LIFE. IF HE DID aNY GREAT
WORK AT HOME THE BIBLE. DOESN'T RECORD IT. IT SEEMS AMAZING THAT A MAN
WHO COULD BUILD STRONG THRIVING CHURCHES IMN WEEKES IMN A STRANGE COUNTRY

EVIDENTLY DID NOT BUILD DKE OF ANY KIND IN 10 YEARS AT HOMEL !

REMEMBER THAT PAUL BEGAN HIS MISSIOMARY JOURNEYS TRYINB TO GET THE
JEWS TO ACCEPT CHRIST. [T WaAS OMLY AFTER THEIR REFUSAL THAT Pauo
TURNED TO TrHE GENTILES ALONE (ACTS 13t46). I THINK [AND YOU KNOW HOW
MUCH WEIGHT 1 CARRY!!] THAT THE PERSECUTION HAD COWVINCED PAUL THAT HE
MUST BE ON THE WRONG TRACK. THIMK OF IT! AS SO0ON AS PaulL LEFT, THE
CHURCH HaD RESTI! IF THE SPIRIT HADN'T NUDGED BARNMABAS 70 GET Paut 1
THINK HE WOULD HAVE STAYED IN TARSUS AND NOT KNOWN EXACTLY WHERE TO GO
OR WHAT TO PREACH. BUT GDD SENT FOR HIM AND PUT HIS FAITH THRU THE
FIRE TO BURM OUT THE IMPURITIES———AND THE WORLD HAS NEVER B8EEN THE
saME SINCE. [SOME THINK PaAUL WAS "KEPT OUT OF THE waAY” UNTIL PeETER
COULD OPEN THE DOOR TO THE GENTILES SINCE IT WAS TO HIM THAT CHRIST
HAD GIVEN THE "KEY"J]. WHAT A DIFFERENCE IT MAXKES IN A PERSON'S LIFE
WHEN THEY FIMND THEIR PLACE IN Goo's Prantit

HE HAS A HITNESS,FHR GOb

[ / knew 18-23 That Christ was the Son of God.
{John wrste h;a GQSP@l that we might believe that Jesus 1s the Chriet,
the Son of God and that believing we might have life thrw his name).
The foundation of a Christian life must be built on the firm assuranca
that Jesus Chrlst ig the Son af God and that He died for our sins

= BE b : .8 veg 22 (Grow in the grace and
in the knowledze of our Lord and qavzuur Jesus Christ)., Paul didn’'t

always know it allil! There was a time of Growth in his 1ife.
C d oppegition for his igf~ Jews and Grecians scught to

kkill him. He had tc believe what he proclaimed enough to die for it.

ARE vouU YIELDING TO GOD's MOLDING TODAY? OR FIGHTING BOD'S PLANT?



THE TWELVE DISCIPLES ) Rev MircHEAL JONEu

ANDIREW = THeE F’J:Ftssﬂr
JORN 1:35-42

My BROTHER 1S4 GREAT FISHERMAN. HE HAS ALL THE EQUIPMENT YOU
COULD PUSSIBLE WANT AND TRIES TO NEVER LET HIS FISHING GET "GRASSY”
HE EVEN NAMED HIS BOAT "VISITATION” SO WHEN ME WENT FISHING HIS WIFE
COULD SAY HE MAS "0OUT ON VISITATION"!! SEVERAL YEARS AGQ RIS WIFE
CECIDED TO ACCOMPANY HIM ON ONE OF Hig FISHING TRIPS AFTER. GIVING
HER SIMPLE AND PLAIN INSTRUCTIONS: "DON'T TALK, YELL: OR FALL OUT OF
THE BOAT!", HE GAVE HER A CHEAP ROD THAT HE HAD BOUGHT FOR HIS
NEPHEW SO THAT IF SHE BROKE 1T DR MESSED IT UP IT WOULD NOT BE ANY
GREAT L0OST$3 BECAUSE:, AFTER ALL SHE WOULD PROBDABLY NOT EVEN GET A
BITEs MUCH LESS CATCH A FISH. YES, YOU GUESSED IT! THE FISH SHE
CAUGHT WAS THE BIGGEST HE HAD SEEN UP TO THAT TIME.

THAT MUST BE SOME OF .THE WAY ANDREW FELT. HE WAS ONE OF THE FIRST .
OF THE DISCIPLES CALLED BY JESUS AND ONE OF THE FIRST THIRGS HE DID
WAS TO BRING HIS BROTHER FETER TO THE LORD. PETER THEN BGOES ON TO
BECOME THE LEADER OF THE DISCIPLES}S THE LEADER OF THE EARLY CHURCH
AND A TREMENDOUS PREACHER:; REACHING AS MaNy AS 3000 mMEN AT ONE TIME
AT THE PENTECOST SERMON. ]

TopaY I'D LIKE TO LOOK AT THIS FIRST DISCIPLE, ANDREW: AND SEE HOW
HE USED HIS TIME AND TALENTS FOR THE LORD.

HIS NAME MEANS "MANLY™ AND WAS PROBABLY AN AFT DESCRIPTION OF THIS
MAN WHD SPENT HIS TIME AS A FISHERMAN ON THE SEA OF CAPERNAUM. HIS
FATHER WAS NAMED JONAS BUT AT THE TIME OF HIS CALL HE WAS LIVING IN
CAPERNAUM WITH HIS BROTHER PETER (MARK 1:29).

HE WAS ORIGIMNALLY A FOLLOWER OF JOHN THE BaPTIsST (Jonn 1:37,40)
BUT UPON HEARING JOHM THE BAPTIST PROCLAIM THAT JESUS WAS THE "LAMB
OF GOD™ HE LEFT JOHN THE BAPTIST To FOLLOW CHRIST. HE THUS BECAME
THE FIRST DISCIPLE TQ orFIcIaLLy FOLLOW CHRIST. HE ALSO BECAME THE
FIRST HOME MISSIONARY BY BRINGING HIS BRDTHER‘PETER TO CHRIST AS
SOON AS HE BECAME A FOLLOWER (JOHN 1:142). HE waAS o ONG THE
FIRST 7o INCLUDE GENTILES 1N THE GosePel (FIRST: SSIONARY )
BY HELPING PHILIP BRING SOME GREEKS T0O SEE CHRIST (JOHN 12:20~22

TRADITIONC?) SAYS THAT) FOLLOWING THE BEGIMNNING OF THE CHURCH:»
ANDREW WAS FIRST SENT TO SCYTHIA: AN AREA BORDERING THE BLACK SEA
AND THE DanuBE RIVER IN RUSSIAS INHABITED BY FIERCE» BARBARIC
TRIBES. BECAUSE OF HIS MINISTRY THERE THE RUSSIAN CHURCH TODAY
CONSIDERS ANDREW THEIR PATROMN SAINT.

HE LATER MOVED TO ACHAIA IMN SOUTHERN GREECE WHERE HE 1S SAID TO
HAVE EARNED THE FAVOR OF THE ROMAN GOVERNOR WHEN HE HEALED HIS WIFE.
HE FELL FROM THIS FAVORED POSITION BY PREACHING AGAINST CHRISTIANS
MARRYING LOST PEOPLE AND HE WAS SENTENCED TO DIE. HE WAS FIRST
BEATEN BY RODS AND THEN TIED TO an X" SHAPED CROSS S0 THAT WIS
DEATH WOULD BE LONG AND PAINFUL C(HE LIVED AND PREACHED FOR 3 DAYS. ON
TH1S CROSS). NOVEMBER 135 69AD I8 THE DATE RECOOGNTIZED AS THE DAY OF
HIS DEATH. ANDREW IS CONSIDERED THE PATRON SAINT OF GREECE BY THEIR
CHURCH.



IN THE vEAR 337, THE ROMAN EMPERODR CONSTANTINE ISSUED THE EpicT OF
MILIANs MAKING CHRISTIANITY LEGAL THROUGHOUT THE ROMAN EMPIRE. HE
BEGAN TO COLLECT HISTORICAL ARTIFACTS RELATING TO CHRISTIANITY. WHEN
HE LEARNED ABOUT THE LOCATION OF 'ANDREW'S REMAINS, HE HAD THEM
BROUGHT TG CONSTANTIMNOPLE.. FOUR ‘HUNDRED YEARS LATERs A MONK NAMED
REGULUS, RESPONDING TO A VISIONs TOOK SOME OF AMDREW'S BONES AND
LEFT FOR ENGLAMD. THESE REMAINS WERE A TOOTH: AN AFBONE: A KNEECAP,
AND THREE FINGERBONES, AFTER BEING SHIP~WRECKED BY A STORM, REGULUS

BYILT A CHURCH ON THE COAST OF -BCOTLANDs AND NAMED H15 PARISH ST
AMDREWS (SITE OF THE WORLD'S OLDEST GOLF‘CDURSE AS WELL AS THE
"BRITISH szm“)

SCGTTISH ?RADtTION RELATES THAT YEARS LATER. ANDREW PLAYED AN
IMFORTANT, PgﬁT IN SCOTTISH HISTORY. A SCOTTIBH. KINGs ON THE EVE OF
AN IMPORTAMNT BATTLE WITH THE INVADING ENGLISH; RECEIVED A VISIT FROM
ANDREW: ASSURING HIM OF VICTORY. THE NEXT DAYs AS THE BATTLE BEGAN)
THE SCOTszH TROOPS CALLED ON ANDREW WHILE MARCHING INTO COMBAT. A
FIERY X-SHAPED CROSS IS SAID TO HAVE APPEARED IN THE SKY»
FRIGHTENING, AWAY THE INVADING ARMY. THIS "X" BECAME A PART OF THE
SCOTTISH FLAG) AND WAS INCORPORATED INTO THE BRITISH FLAG WHEN THE
COUNTRIES WERE UMITED. THUS, ANDREW IS THE OMLY DISCIPLE TO HOLD A
FROMINENT POSIFION IN THREE DIFFERENT NATIONS“ Russt1as GREECEs AND
BRITAIN. .

THE 3 maIn EVENTS THAT ANDREW 15 CONNECTED WITH IN THE GOSPEL SHOW
US A GREAT DEAL ABQOUT HIS CHARACTERs AND WHAT WE SHOULD DEVELOP IN
OUR OWN CHRISTIANITY:® . . .

% . HE BROUGHT HIS BROTHER FPETER TO THE LORD- JOHN 1:41~42

Z. HE BROUGHT A SMALL BOY AND HIS LUNCH TO.CHRIST= Jomn 6:1-11

3. HE BROUGHT SOME GREEKS TO CHRIST- JoHN 12:20-33

1. ANDREW IS5 A SOUL. WINNER WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON WINNING HIS OWM
FAMILY. HE DID SO WITH A CLEAR CONCISE TESTIMONY OF WHAT HAD
HAFPENED TO MIM:; "WE HAVE FOUND THE Mgssian”. {IF THEY WON'T
BELIEVE YOUR TESTIMONY THEY MAY BE WOWN BY YOUR Cownpuct- [ PET 3:1
Likewise, we wives, be An subjecktion 1o youn ouwn husbonds: thakt, Lf
ony obey nok khe wond, they also moy without The wond be won by the
converwation of the wives; FHERE NEEDS TO BE A CLEAR
UMNDERSTANDING IN THE MINDS . DF YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS THAT YDU HAVE
BECOME A CHRISTIAN.

2. ANDREW WAS A MaN OF FAYFH AND WORKS. WHEMN JESUS ASKED HOW THEY
WERE GOING TO FEED 5000 MEN PHILIP BEGAN TO FIGURE UP THE COST BUT
ANDREW REMEMBERED A BOY HE HAD BEFRIEMNDED WHO HAD 2 FISH ARD 5
LOAVES. HE INTRODUCED THIS BOY TO JESUS AND A MIRACLE TOOK PLACE.
CHRISTIANS LEARN TO LIVE BY FAITH IN THE PROVISION AND POWER GOF GOD.
MANY TIMES WE MAY NOT KNOW HOW GOD CAN USE THE SMALL AMOUNT WE HAVE
TG OFFER TO ACCOMPLISH HIS WILL AMD WORK BUT WHEN WE BRING IT IN
FAITH TO HIM HE ALWAYS MULTIPLIES IT INTO A MIRACLE.

3. ANDREW BELIEVED THE GOSPEL wAS FOR EVERYONE; HIS BROTHERs HIS
FRIENDSs aAND EVEN "GREEKS”. JESUS CHRIST IS THE ANSWER TO ALL OF
LIFE'S QUESTIONS BY ALL PEOPLE- HE DELIVERS YOU FROM SIN'S PENALTY
AND SINS's PoweEr. HE GIVES You FEACE AND A PURPOSE. EVERYONE SHOULD
TELL EVERYONE.

WHAT A GREAT EXAMPLE THIS "FIRST™ DISCIFPLE waS— HE SHOWED CONCERN
FOR HIS OWN FAMILYs CHILDREN» AND EVEN "BARBARIANS™. WHAT A
DIFFERENMCE IT MAKES IN A PERSON'S LIFE WHEN THEY FIND THE "MESSIAR™
AMD TGO HOME WITH JEsus™. WoN'T vyou ACCEPT HIS INVITATION TODAY?
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Grace. Hiy _vouemminmsm and
enjoy & Service
* Qur SP‘ﬂﬁﬁL SPE KER this coming.
—  Sumndsy (July 3) will be REY. NORWOQD
_ GIBBON, Stata Pramational Secrsiary; and
out*'tanﬁ:inu man of God. Came expecting @
—  blessing, .
Ve WELCOME Ywvette Poston into the
fellowship of the Church. Yvetts was saved
and baptized recentiy and she has slrecdy
tean a great blessing and halp o the
fhurch. ,
Cur sannual Pre-faurtd of July
~ griehrstisn of libarty will be Wednesday
Night (June 29) beginning at 72:00pm. We
will tegin with an haur of fun and games-
~ 3-lzgged races, sack races, balloon toss,
eug carry, etc.. Around 8:00pm we will .
agjorrn to the fellawship building for a
— Devotion, Songs, and pledge to the Flag. If
time perrmts we will prabably play a

(>

game or two of bings and then enjoy 8 Hot .
Dog and ice cream supper. [ Thanks to Jack
- B Hanna, Marjorie MeAllister, and Marion
Coker for providing the Hnme Made ice
Cream, Kathy Levwis for providiog balloons
- and string for activities, Roxanns Young
tce ermm

for prwimna egqs ami
Mcﬁ]lism ang. tio

Jr someihing swest.
Qur heerfs wcore saduencd guncay at the

— lest af gur oldest mmbw Mrs Matlie .

. Floyd. Mrs Matlie apd her husbend, Oshey,
~imd been a reel help to the ;:Mur'ch during
's sarly years and pur prayers are with

! har family during this time.
The Chureh vptad to huy 26 new CHOIR
CHAIRS Sunday Night. Since we have
~  romodelsd the choir ares we have been
aseing folting chairs and have had to put
- Grace Froo Will Baptiot Church

P 0O 3Jox 1033
Lake City, 5 L 29560

- The -

bring a soft drink and either potato chips|

snng baota on tha ﬂswr but we mpe to
change all thot within the next fow weeks.

cheirs coest $70 each and we
appreciate pledges from Mr and Mrs Ralph
MeAllister (2), Mr and Mrs Marion Coker

{2), Mrs. Marjorie McAllister, and Rev
-and Mrs Mike Jongs. We hope to bave the

remainder bought By the tims they arrive.

The digtribution of Bible Study Booklets is
going very well, We were able 1o give
away betwemn 75 and 80 last week and
Mrs. Anne McKnight is working many days
during her tunch brezk to put together
more far distribution A1l of this is made
possible because «of ‘the concern snd
contribution of friends like Wayne and
Lois Mixon, Rev Sam Fulmer, the
McBrides, Mr and Mras Olee Elmore,
Marion Coker, and william and Marion
Brewster {Thw were on VYacation several
months ago and stapped at eur Church. We
begzn sending them the newsletter and
they have givena generous contribution to
hel pwﬂh the wort F‘raise Wl)

It’s gobd Lo sees t!mt God is
hlessify other Chuxches also.

The peopla of Tabernacla FWE
thureh of Coward weres blassad
Sunday when thepy walked 1in and
found 85 new “Rejoice” Song Dbooks
to sing from. Pastor Har¥y Coauper
was extremely pleased.

And Pastor Larry MoAlister of the Gilead

' FWB Church has seen around 10 people saved

and nearly doubled his Sunday Sohool
Attendance in the past few months. Thank God
for- this faithful pastor.

Til Next Time-- Preacher Mike
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LIVING IN LIBERTY

GaL 5:1 Stond fock thenefone Ain the fibenty whengwlih Chnist haih
mode ws dnee, and be wnot éentangled agadn wiih the vyoke of
bondoge.

"PROCLAIM LIBERTY THROWGHOUT THE LAND” - WHAT A MARVELOUS
PROCLAMATIONS WHAT A MARVELOUS REALITY!! NO WONDER FIREWORKS ARE
ASSOCIATED WITH THE 4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION. FREEDOM IS SUCH A
PRECIOUS COMMODITY AND NEEDS TO BE CHERISHED ANO CELEBRATED.

THAT 'S ALSO THE REASON LHRISTIANITY IS SUCH A JOYOUS RELIGION-
JESUS SAID HE CaAME TO "SET THE CAPTIVITIES FREE™ AND TRULY HE DOES.
WHEN A PERSON ACCEPTS CHRIST BY FAITH AS SAVIOUR HE 1S LIBERATED
FROM SIN'S PEMALTY (DEATH) AND POWER}) AND GIVEW THE ABILITY TO LIVE
LIBERATED FROM SELF CDONTROL AND SATAN COMTROL---FAITH In CHRIST
FREES US FROM SIN (RoM 6:23), Dally TAKING UP THE CROSS FREES US
FROM SELF [MaRk B:34 Whososven wilfl come adien me, Lok him ceni
himeeld , ond take up hies cnoss, and fofflow mel, AMD THE POWER OF
THE WORD OF GOD FREES uUs FROM Satan [JEsus useED THE "SWORD OF THE
SPIKIT” TO DEPEAT SATAN AND SO MUST WED.

BuT JESuUs DID MDRE THAN TALK TO US ABQUT THE PRINCIPLES OF
LIBERTYs HE BROLGHT 1T DOWN TO PRACTICAL PROBLEMS 1IN A PERSON'S LIFE-~
LiukE 4:18 The Spindi of the Lond s upon me, because he hokth
anodnied me to (1) prieach the gospel o the pogrn; (2) he hoth senkt
me Lo heaRl the nopenhganted., (3) 1o pneach delivenawnce ko Lhe
captives, ond (4) necoveninn of alghit to kthe bind, () 2o sex ak
Ribenty them that one mngised.

SALVATION ALLOWS US TO BE SET FREE FROM THE BOMNDAGE TO3

. WEALTH® WE KNOW WE HAVE A LOVING FATHER WHO CARES FOR US

2, HEARTBREAK: WE KMOW THAT ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD

3. HABITS: DRUGS, OR DRINK, OR AMGER, OR BITTERMNESS

4, BLINDME&%: HE OPENS OWUR EYES TO SEE HE HAS A PLAN FOR US,

5 "BRUISING SITUATIONS” [THINGS IN LIFE THAT CONTINUALLY KEEP US
"SORE AMD IRRITATED" J:

A) FERSOMALITY FLAWS- I'™M TOO sSLOw. '™ NOT OUTGOING L[GOD MADE
YOU AND HE CAN USE YOU AS YOU ARE OR GIVE YOU THE ABILITY TO CHANGE ]

B> PROBLEMS IW YOUR LIFE~ FEAR OF FAILURE (IN YOUR JOB» YOUR
MARRIAGE: YOUR FamILyY. ETC)s FEAR 0OF Success (WiLL 1 BE aABLE TO
HANDLE IT? DO | REALLY WANT THE EXTRA RESPONSIBILITIES?)» FEAR OF
FEAR (UMEXPECTED THINGS: "WHAT IF...", UNKMOWN THINGS: "How can I
START WHEN I DON'T KNOW EVERYTHING YET?7)

HOPELESS SITUATIONS: ABRAHAM AGAINST HOPE BELIEVED IN HOFE
HELPLESS SITUATIONS‘ { can Do ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST

THE THING YDU MUST UNDERSTAND ABOUT LIBSERTY IS THAT LIBERTY SIMFLY
MEaNS FREEDOM TO CHOSE YOUR MASTER. EVERY MAN SERVES EITHER (0D OR
SATAN. SIN BINDS US TO SATAN AMD HIS DESTRUCTION OF DUR LIVES AND
SOUL. SALVATION ALLOWS US TDO WILLINGLY AND LOVIMGLY BECOME A BOHD
SLAVE TO CHRIST WITH ABUNDANT LIFE HERE AND FTERMAL I_LIFE TO COME. IT
IS NOT POSSIBLE TO CHOSE NEITHER Gob MOR SATAN~ THAT WOULD MAKE YOU
A TGODT SINCE YOU WOULD BE ANSWERABLE TO NG OME BUT YOURSELF} AND 1T
WOULD BE IMPDSSIBLE FOR THE UNIVERSE TO EXIST WITH S0 maNy “Gobs”.

THAT MEANS YvOU MUST Make a CHOICE TODAY. ThE LIBERTY OF LOveE 1w
CHRIST oR THE BONDAGE OF SIN IN SATAN.



THE TWELVE DISCIPLES : REV MIRCHEAL JONES

THOMAS = TrHE E)c:LJEBWrEEFt
JOoHN 11:14-16 14:5~T7 2012629

"RED™ AND "SHORTY™ AND "BuUDDY” ARE JUST A FEW OF THE NICKNAMES
THAT PEOPLE HAVE TO ERDURE IM LIFEF BUT THEY BECOME SUCH A PART OF
THEIR IDENTITY UNTIL THEIR REAL NAMES ARE FORGOTTE: (WE HAVE SEVERAL
"MARION"S IN CHURCH. ONE HAD THE MICKMAME “BIRDDOG". ONE DAY WHEN WE
WERE FIRST ON RADIO [AND VERY NERVOUS] THIS MARION wWAS HELPING TO
RECEIVE THE OFFERING. WHEN | CALLED ON HIM TO ASK THE BLESSING THE
ONLY NAME I COULD THINK OF WAS WHAT WE ALWAYS CALLED HIM, "BIRDDOG™
I CAN STILL IMAGINE THE FACE OF SOMEONE TUNED TO THE BROADCAST THAT
DAY WHO HEARD ME ASk "BIrRDDOG™ 7O PrRAYIL).

THE DISCIPLE THOMAS KNEW A LOT ABDUT NITKNAMESS IN FACT WE AREN'T
SURE THAT WE KNOW HIS REAL NAME- THOMAS 18 THE HEBREW WORD FOR TWIN
AND IN DTHER PLACES HE 15 CALLED "DIDYMUS”™ WHICH 19 THE OREEXK WORD
FOR TWIN. THE HISTORIAN EUSEBIUS REPORTED THAT HIS REAL NAME WAS
JUDAS: A BROTHER OF .JESUS», AND THAT HE BORE A STRIKING RESEMBLANCE
T JESUS (WHICH WAS WHY JUDAS I1SCARIOT HAD TO IDEMTIFY JESUS WITH A
K158 EVEMN THOUGH HE WAS WELL KMNOWN IN JERUSALEM). (THERS SPECULATE
THAT HE HAD A TWIN SISTER OR THAT HE WAS TwWiN TO MATTHEW (SINCE THEY
ARE ALWAYS MENTIONED TOGETHER IN THE APOSTOLIC ORDER).

REGARDLESS OF HIS REAL NAME, THE NICKNAME THAT FINALLY "STUCK” TO
THOMAS 19 ONE THAT I'M SURE HE WOULD ALWAYS REGRET= "DQUBTING
THOMAS™ . ONE MOMENTs ONE FAILURE, CHANGED PEOPLE PERSPECTIVE OF
THOMAS FOREVER= Ecc 1031 Deocd ff4iesz cauwse the alniment of the
Apothecony 4o send fonth o stinjeing savoun: so dokh a RikiRe {foflly
him thot s Jn neputoilon Lon wiadom aned honor. MANY TIMES IN
LIFE WE ALSO ARE FACED WITH A "TRIAL™ THAT EFFELTS THE WAY WE LOOK
AT OURSELVES AND THE WAY OTHERS LOOK AT US, LET'S SEE WHAT CAUSED
THCMAS TO FALL AND THEN EXAMINE SOME WaAYS WE MIOHT “FalL”™ LIFE'S
TESTS.

ua_gannn:_dnuhsqlhﬂmsa"_gguzaxn_.uHEN LAZARUS WAS SICK THE
DISCIPLES URGED JESUS NOT TO GO TO HIM BECAUSE THEY WERE AFRAID HE
WOULD BE STONED BY THE JEwWS (JN 11:7-8). WHEN HE TOLD THE DISCIPLES
HE WAS GOING ANYWAY THOMAS SAID:; Lei uwe ocfeso go, thot we moy die
with him (Jn 11:16), DousT wWILL MANY TIMES LEAD TO LOST OF
COURAGE BUT IT IS NOT CAUSED BY BEING A "COWARD”. THOMAS WAS WILLING
TO FIGHT "STONES” HE COULD S5EE BUT WAS UNWILLING TO SELIEVE A
SAVIOUR HE COULDN'T SEE. FAITH IS NOT A MATTER OF "MANLINESS™ OR
STRENGTH~ IT I8 NOT THE ABILITY TO FACE SUOME SEEABLE DANOE®; IT IS
BEING WILLING TO WALK INTE THE DARK WITH CONFIDENCE In (G0OD's POWER
AND FPROTECTION. MANY PEOPLE BLAME THEIR FAILURE 1IN FAITH ON LACK OF
STAMINA OR STREMGTH BUT THEY L. HAVE TO LOOK SOMPWHERE ELSE.

*

' ] =~  THOMAZ SAITH UNTO
Him (Jn 14:5), Lond, we iz‘n.ow not whikthen thou goeset; and how can
we know the woy?,..YET THIS VERY DESIRE MAY HAVE LED TO HIS
DOWNFALL. [F THOMAS COULD NOT UNDERSTAND SOMETHING HE SEEMED TO HAVE
DIFFICULTY ACCEPTING IT. FAITH I8 THE ABILITY T0O TrRusT BOD Mok
knouwing wherne gou’ne going (HEB 11:8). WHEN YOU BECOME COMPLETELY
CONFIDENT IN BOD’3 LOVE vOU KNOW HE WILL NEVER LEAD YDU WRONG S0 YOUu
DON'T HAVE TO UMDERSTAND EVERYTHMING HE SAYS. SO YOU CAN'T BLAME YOUR
FATLURE IN FAITH DN LACK OF UNDERSTANDIMNG OR EDUCATION.



3

{HAT BROUGHT ABOUT THOMAS' DOUBTS THEN??
H1) ABSENCE FROM FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD'S PEOPLE- JN 20:24 Thomas
was ok with them when Jesus come. WE NEED THE SPIRITUAL FOOD AND
FEi i OWSHIF FOUND IN GOD'S HOWSE. WHEN WE BEGIN TO MISS WE BECOME
WEAK AND OPEN OURSELVES FOR SATAN'S ATTACK. FAITH COME BY HEARING
THE WORD . OF GOD3 THAT'S WHY REGULAR CHURCH ATTENDANCE IS VITAL TO
BUILD YOUR FAITH. (FAITH COMES FROM HEARING THE WonmD— Rom'18u173
2> DEPENDENGE ON THE PHYSICAL- v& 25 Except 1 oshalll see Ain his
honds the pini of the woils, ond put my fingen Anké the pnink of
the noadle, and Lhrust my, hond Linko nis sdde, T wifl@ wok beflieve.
WE LIVE IN A WORLD THAT SHOUTS AT US ALL THE TIME, "PROVE ITHI",
IT's 50 EASY THENM TO DEMAND SEEABLE FPROOF ABCUT EVERYTHING™= YET
THIS IS EXACTLY OPPOSITE TO WHAT A CHRISTIAN 1S EXPECTED TO DO.
The Juskt shalR Rive by his Faith, (1% seams 08y 1o halie of
Abnahom’s Foltihr- but would gou Reove youn home and job ond family
1o g0 somawhene vou’ve neven seen because wou bellave God has caﬂked
you ko de »L0????777), FuAth.AA the Evidence of things nok Laen.

fhot ane some aneaas UWE m&sht become PPoubting Thomas™ Aint

. Doubtine God'as Ability to Keep us- Peter came to Jesus on the sea
but when he began to look at the Circumstances instead of Christ he
began to sink (Matt 14:24~33)., There is NEVER a time that God cannot
or will not keep us. He thax keepeih thee shaffl neven slumban won
sfeep Ps 121:3. MULTITUDES OF PEOFLE ARE LOST BECAUSE THEY DOUBT
0D’S ABILITY: A) I CAN'T WITHSTANDO TEMPTATIONS- BANKS ARE FULL OF
TEMPTATIONS; YET HOW MANY PEOPLE ROB BANKS!! In thax he has
suffened being fempied He s obfle to succon ithem thok one tempxed

B> I'mM NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO HMOLD QuT- CHRIST 18 QUR STRENGTH!

2. DoAmTING GOD'S LOVE- JOB WAS ABLE TO SAYs "THOUGH HE SLAY ME YET
with I TH#UST I8 HIM" BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT GOD LOVED HiM. IF you
EVER DOUBT THAT LOVE SIMPLY LOOK TO CALVARY AMD SEE WHAT BOD WAS
WILLING TO DO FOR YOU. NEVER DBUBT Gon "IN THE ODARK"

3. Dounting GDb 'S POWER— MaTT. 13 58 And he elic noi meny mighky
wonks dinine barcoause of thein. unbefied. What are 2 fishes and S
loaves amcng &G00 men?? How can yeou defeat a city simply by
narching aruund it for, 7 daya?? You do not have a situation God
cannot handlefjd IF YOU WILL LET HIM.

4. Boubting Cbbiat'a Return- I1 Pet 3:4 Whene J4is the pnomitce of

hie comivg? Hfon since the fulhers fell osleep, o6& thlngs continuz
as they wene fnom the beginning of the cneatiom. The worid

doubted Noah also--until the rains came!! If you expect the Lord to
return it will cause vou to live Purse (I Jn 3:3) and bs Productive
ag you await the Master's examination of vour talents.

5. Doubting God's Word—- Eve sow thoat the inee wos mood 4on Ldod,
and thot AX wos pleosoant 1o the eye, ond & trnes to be desined *o
mowe one widose (Gen 2:6) s0 she discheyed God's Word. Most people
today believe the Bible as long as it goes along with what they want
to do. After that they temd to believa it doesn't really apply in
their case. (Do people dress In modest apparel or comfortable
clothes?? How many young people put "being unequally yoked™ above
being in "Love™?7?7).

THOMAS WAS A mMaN OF COURAGE AND CONVIGTION BUT HE ALLOWED FLESH TO
OVERRULE THE SFIRIT. How aBouT YOU?P?7? ARE YOU WILLING TODAY TO
STEP OQUT OGN FaAITH aND TRUST CHRIST A5 SAVIOUR AND LORD OF YOUR LIFE?



HEEREWS: UNFATLING FAITH | PasTorR MIRCHEAL JONZZ
A GOOD REPORT THROUGH FAITH

HEE 11:39-40 And these oRR, having obiained a good neponk Lhnoush
{odith, necedved mok the prnomise: God howing z
thing fon ua, thok they withoui us should Mok be made penfeck.

HEg 11:32-40

AS WE sSTUDY *HnuuﬁH THE BOOK OF HEBREWS WE FIND THAT FALTH 18 THE
ALL IMPORTANT INGREDIENT 1IN OUR RELATIDNSHIP wWl1TH (Bob. HEBREWS WAS
WRITTEN TO A PEOPLE WHO WERE IN DANGER OF TURNING BACTK FROM FAITH IN
CHRIST BECAUSE OF TROUBLES AND TRIALS. THE AUTHOR PROCLAIMS TO THES
PEOPLE THAT CHRIST 1S THE ONLY SOURCE OF SALVATION. HE SHOWS THAT
CHRIST 1S GREATER THAN ANGELS: PROPHETS, PRIESTSs OR MIGHTY MEN AND
THE MEDIATOR OF A NEW CDVENANT WHD IS IN HEAVEN TODAY FLEADING OUR
CAUSE. HE THEN SHOWS THEM THE DANGER OF FAILING FROM FAITH AND
EXHORTS THEM TO REMAIN STEADFAST.

THEN HE BRINGS US TO THE GREAT "FAITH HALL OF Fame” 1n CHAPTER 11
AND SHOWS US FAITH DEFINED IN WORD AND ACTION., HE LETS US KNOW THAT
F4lTH AFFECTS EVERY AREFA OF OUR LIFE:

MENTALLY- "By FAITH WE UNDERSTAND" 11:3

MORALLY- By FAITH ENOCH WALKED WITH AND PLEASED Goo” AND THEN SAYS
1T 1S "IMPOSSIBLE TD PLEASE GOD wWITHOUT FAITH™ . 11:8-6

PHYSICALLY~ "By FalTH SARA RECEIVED STRENGTH TO coNCEIVE? 11:11

RELIBIODUSLY- "By Fa1TH ABEL OFFERED THE CORRECT SACRIFICE” 11:4

FAMILY- "By FAITH JACOB BLESSED THE SONS OF JOSEPH"” (11:21) anp

"MDSES WAS HIS BY HIS MOTHER™ 11:23

SACIALLY- "By FAITH MOSES REFUSED THE EGYPTIAM COURTS AND CHOSE
RATHER TO SUFFER AFFLICTION WITH BOD'S PeopLe?” 11:24-26

EVEN UNTO DEATH- "THESE ALL DIED IN FAITH" 11313 (FRom BirTH- MosEs

UNTO DEATH- JOSEPH REGARDING HIS 800Y: FAITH 158 OUR GUIDE)

THAT’S WHEN THE AUTHOR BRINGE US TO THE LAST PORTION OF HEBREWS 11
AND SHOWS US HOW WE YOO CAN HAVE A GOOD HEPDRT THROUGH FAITH LET us
LEARN FROM AND HEED THE EXAMPLE OF THESE "MEN oF Farte™

1. THEY BELIEVED GOD COULD USE THEM REGARDLESS OF THEIR DIFFERENT
BACKGROUNDS AND ABILITIES vs 32 _
fome were Cowards (ledesn) and some were Hgrpes (David). Some wers
E&gggg_ﬂgﬁ_jSam-on} and some wers Ygoung RBovs (Samuel). Zome wWere gsn
ho bhgd L& puehey - an_f{ Barak pushed by Deborah) and some
were H;;nkg men _of Vg&gg (Jephthaa— ‘who was also the son of a
harlotl!) ). ’

Even today God's "Toeolechest™ confounds men- [ Cor 1:126-29 Fon 91~}
H2e youn coling, bnekhern, how thak vok many wise men afien khe
{8esh,; nok mony mighty, nok mony nobfe, ane cofled: Buk God haxh
chosen the foolish things of the wonkd 1o confound the wise! and God
hoth chosen the weok things o the wonfd 4o confound the xhinges which
ane mighiy: ond base things of the wonkd, and things whdch ane
despdoed, haih God chosen, yea, and things which one not , o bning fo
nought things thex oane:! thaoit o £Lesh should gRony Ain his pnesence.
FAITH REALIZES GOD'S ABILITY TO USE MY INABILITY!! (REMEMBER THAT
GOU IS ABLE TO MAKE SOMETHING OUT OF NOTRING! HeEs 11:3),

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR AN EXCUSE?? OFR AN GFPORTUNITY??




il. THEY BELIEVED GGL HAD DIFFERENT PURPESES FOR DIFFERENT PEDPLE o

A) Some were chosen te Triumph ve 33+~38a Who thnough Foddh subdued
kingdoms , wnoughX nighteouswgss, obioined pnomises, phopped ihe
moukths of Liowe, quenched the viofence of 4ine, escaped kthe eds? o
the swond, out of weaknass wene made sinong, waxed valiank in 44Lghk,
turmed ko fLight the anmlies of the aliens, women necekvedhﬁhdln-deud
nolesed Lo Ride again. WHAT A GLORY IT IS TO BE CHOZEN TO BE A
CONQUERCR. PeEoPLE PRAISE YDU: PROBLEMS FALL BEFORE YOU, AND
PERSECUTION IS MORE TALKED OF THAN DEALT WITH., BE AWARE OF YDUR
SPECIAL TEMPTATIONS oF PRIDE anp ATTITUDE (I mMuST BE BETTER THAN THEM
BECAUSE | DON'T SUFFER LIKE THEM),. ;-

B} Some were Tortured ve 385b Othens wene ronkuned, nok acceriing
delivenance; thak they wmight obiain a petien neswneckion. WHAT AN
AGONY IT 1S TO BE CHOSEN TQ WEAR A CROWN oF THORNS. SOME WERE
DELIVERED FROM THE FIERY FURNACE AND LION'S DEN BUT MOST WEREN'T.
NEVER ALLOW SUFFERING TO MAKE YOU DOUBT THE SAVIOQUR'S LOVE.

I PET 4116 Yek L4 omy mown sufden as o Chrnistion, Lek him moek be
ashamed: bukt Let Wim glonidy God on ihis behafd .

C) Sume weore chosen for Trigls vs 36-38 Othens hed AndoR of cnuel
mockings ond scounginas, yea, moneoven of bovds ond impnisonment:
Thaey wene siomed, they wene sown caunden, wene tempied, wene ofalwn
wiih dhe swond: ithey wondened abouk An sheerskivie ond . goatshinsi
belng destdiute, afflicted, ronmenked: (04 whom the wonld was nok
workhy: ) thay wandenaed tn desenis, and An moundodns, and In dens and
caves of the eanth. DAILY WE MUST TAKE UP ouR CROSS AND FoLLO
CHRIST. THIS MAY INVOLVE! _

MENTAL ABUSE- "CRUEL MOCKINGS™

PHYSICAL. ABUSE~ "SCOURGINGS: BONDS, IMPRISONMENT> STONED: SAWNED

ASUNDER (LIKE IsSalAH)” .
SPIRITUAL BATTLES- "TeEMPTED"” (RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF ALL THESE OTHERS
AS IF IT'S AaS DIFFIcULTI) |
DEATH= "SLAIN WITH THE SWORD”™
DESTITUTION- "WANDERED (NO HOME} IN SHEEPSKINS AND GOATSKINS (NO
. CLOTHES) OF wWHOM THE WORLD WAS NOT WORTHY (LOSE OF FRIENDS)”

THESE aLL RECEIVED A.GOOD REPORT BY BEING awp DOING wWHAT BOD WANTED.
WHATEVER THEIR LOT, THEIR FAITH WAS IN THE FOWER AND PurRPOSE OF GOD.

WHEN GOR HANDS OUT THE "REFORT CarD OF FAITH" WILL YOU RECEIVE A
GOOD REPORT- "WELL DONE, THOU GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT"?777



P 0 Box 1003

PASTOR MIRCHEAL JONES
Vol &, 'NOMBER 14

b P

Lake C17yvy & 'C
394=-3725
ﬁva 21, 1983

Vi

09 KNOW AND G JHo CHRYAT

e i o e s i e ol L A g 2 e

VACAT LON- IT: MAY BE THAT MY
PEOPLE JUST LOOK FOR ANY EXCUSE
TO GET RID OF ME FOR A WEEK BUT I
SURE APPRECIATE THEIR LOVE AND
CONCERN FOR MY WIFE AND 1. WE HAD
PLANNED TO TAKE A FEW DAYS OFF
DURING THE FOURTH 0OF JULY WEEK
END BUT WERE:UNABLE TO 00 MUSH
BECAUSE OF FINANPES., THE PEOPLE
OF. THE CHURCH GOT TOBETHER AND
SURFRISED MY WIFE AND [ AT THE
CONCLUSION OF OUR LiIBERTY :
CELEBRATION WITH & GIFT oF $500
TO USE ON OUR VacaTiowm! vl I
APPRECIATE THE PRIVILHEGE OF
PASTURING SUCH A CARING GRDUP OF
PEOFILLE AND PRAISE (SOD FOR THEIR
WILLINGNESS TD SACRIFICE AND
SHARE , L :

WE ENJOYED THE FEW DAYS WE
SPENT 1IN THE MOUNTAING AMD ‘
ARPRECIATE EVERYONE WHD FILLED IN
FOR US DURING OUR ABSENCE. | ALSD
ENJOYED SPEAKING AT THE SOUTHSIOE
FWB CrurCH OF HickoRYs NC ON MY
SunDaY “OFF™, ReEv-RUGER TRIFPP 18
THE PASTOR OF THIB :M1SsroN CHURCH
AND I GREATLY APPRECIATE THE WORK
HE IS DOINGs AND HAS DONE: THERE.

LR A SR T L L T L R T W PRI A N U B A TRV

SONG BOOKS- THeE LORD CONTINUES TO
BLESS 1IN MIRACULOUS WAYS. LAST
WEEK OME -OF THE MEMBENS OF THE
EHURDH CAME 8¥Y AND GAVE ME ENOUGH
MONEY TO 8uY 70 NEW "REJOICE™
Sone BODKS FOR THE CHURCH, THEY
HAVE ALREADY ARRIVED AND WE WILL
BEGIN USING THEM THIS WEEK!! ‘
COUPLED WITH THE FACT THAT WE
EXPECT OuR NEwW CHOIR CHAIRS 1nM
THE NEAR FUTURE AND HMAVE ALREADY
BEGUN A Sunpay NIGHT CHOIrR
PRACTICE TO HELP US HAVE THE BEST

= T = =E =E ¥ &= &2 Z m O = = == B°BoEo=
Broca Frae Wil Baptist Church

# 0O PBox 1003 ifLoke Citu., 5 T 29560
Paostor Mirchaal Jones

i e "l o o e e i T e b e o i WO e A M el Ml w28 S

CHOIR "IN LargE CITY AND! YOu CAN
SEE WHY ['M EXCITED ABDUT OQUR
MuSIC MINISTRY HERE AT GRACEL (BY
THE WAY) WE STILL HAVE A FEW
SPACES LEFT IN OuUR CHOIR FOR
DEDICATED: DETERMINED PEOPLE WHO
WANT TO USE THEIR TALENT TO'
GLORIFY Gopd. [WHEN (NoTicE I
DION'T savy “IF™) WE GET ON TV
WITH OUR MORNING SERVICES THE
CHOTIR W1LL BE SEEN EVERY WEEK SO
YOU NEED 'FO GET INVOLVED NOW
WHILE THERE'S STILL Room!ill.

00000000000 E8 8

- CANGE “TRIP~ WE ARE:PLARNNING A

SpeciaL DUTING FOR OBR -TEEws (8-

“I8Y THIS SATURDAY TO Woops Bavy

STAaTE PARK FOR A CANDE TRIP AND
MATURE WALK. WE WILL LEAVE THE
CHURCH AT 8130AM AND “RETURN
AROUND NOOM. EACH PARTICIPATE IS

ASKED TO BRING $2.007°%0 pav For

THE CANDE AND REFRESHMENTS. MRS

- Connie MaTHis fefx&;gﬂﬁﬁéa;
" . e, i R . LN

aviiar 4
T e S S L e

R ' *-

MINISTRY SUPPORT- [ TREmMENCOUSLY
AFPPRECIATE THE CONTINJED SUPPORT
FOR THIS MINISTRY. PrRODUCING
BOOKLETS s PUBLISHING NEWSLETTERS
AND DIZTRIBUTING TAPES GETS
EXPEN®IVE AT TIME BUT TRE LORD
CONTINUES T0 MEET EVERY NEED
BHACTLY O TIME. THANES YO MR
AND Mrs OQLer EUMORE. DAVID AND
JACKIE JOHNSON: CALVIN AND MERRY
Grooms, Tom AND ANNE MEKNTGHT»
JAcK AND DEVONNE HANNA s AND WAYME
AND LDIS MIXON FOR THEIR SUPPORT.

I ALSD ASK YOUR FRAYERS FOR
LONG TIME SUPPORTER MrRs ELi1sE
MCBRIGE. SHE'S SItK PRESENTLY
WE LOOK FOR GOD 'S HEALING FOR

AND
HER

Noenprofit Organlizntion
U 5 Postoge PRID

Laoke City, 5 € 29560
Paermit # 8



EXODUS: SLAVERY To SERVIGE Rev MIRCHEAL JOMES _

THE SERMON GOD PREACHED

Exopbus 20:1-21 —

Exopus 20:1 And God spoke aff these wonds, souimg,... [HUS BEGINS

THE SERMON GOD PREACHED TO HISs PROPLE ISRAEL UPDON THEIR ESCAPE FROM
EGYPT. THEY WERE CHANGING FROM A NATIOM IN BONDAGE INTO A NATION

RULED a5 A THEGBCRACY (RuLED BY GOD AND GUIDED BY His WORDY. THIS .
SERMON PREACHED BY GQD GIVES THE BASIC GUIDELINES FOR THE GOVERNING -
OF THE FEOPLE UNDER THIS MNEW AND EXCITING WAY OF LIFE,

[. GOD'S RILES FOR LIVING vs 1-17 -
A) THE BASIS OF THE Law vg 1-2
1. Whp God is~ I aM THE LORD (YaHweH) THy Gob. [L.ORD HERE
LITERALLY MEANS "THE SELF-EXISTENT ONE WHO REVEALS Himselr”. Gob
BEGINS THIS SERMON BY SHOWING THAT HE HAD THE RIGHT {SELF-EXISTENT
ONEY AND THE REASON {REVEALS HIMSELF} TOo PREAGCHI.
2. What Gpd did+ "BrROUGHT THEE oQuUT oF EoyPT's BONDAGE”. GOD 1S
ABLE TO DIRECT THE PEOPLE NOT ONLY BECauUse oF His PERSON suT aALso -
BECAUSE OF HMis POWER.
B> Tre Basics oF THE Law vS 3-17 (See Mark 12:129-31)
1. MNan's relationship to God -
1. BGop 18 70 NCouPY FIRST PLACE IN EVERYTHING WE DO
2. GOD IS TO BE WORSHIPPED IN SPIRIT: NOT IMN STaTugs [WRONG
CONCEFTS OF 300 EFFELCT PECGPLE FOR GENERATIONSITI,
3. GoD's NAME MUST BE REVERENCED (SINCE IT IS THE BASIS OF OUR
DEALING WITH boD-- "IN JESUS' Name™)
4, GoD's DAy 18 To BE SET APART FOR FELLOWSHIP &MD WORSHIP. -
2. Man'g R t ship t an : -
5. PARENTS ARE IN THE LINE OF AUTHORITY THAT RUMES FrROM GoD.
THEY ARE T0.BE HONDRED (RESPELTED) S0 THAT GOD SAn T ESS.
6. MURDER, {(TIYADULTERYs (BISTEALINGy (9IBEARIN: FALBE WITHESS,
AND (10)WRONGFULLY DESIRING ANDTHER'S PROPERTY 1S5 CONDEMMED. [THIS
DEALS WITH HATE, LusT, DECE1IT, Lving: aND COVETINGS ALL OF THE THINGS
THAT MOTIVATE MEN TO DD WRONG TO OTHER MEND. : -

1I. 50D RESPCCTED BY THE PEOPLE wvs 18-21
A) TrEY WITNESSED His POWER AND THAT PRODUCED RESPECT vs 18
B) THEY ASKED FOR A "GO0 BETWEEN" (MEDIATOR)Y vS 19 -
L) RESPECTFUL FEAR OF GOD 18 A GUARD AGAINST SIN vS 20
D) THE MEDIATOR 16 HIDDEM BUT WORKING (TODAY C1RCUMSTANCES:
PROGBLEMS:> AND TROUEBLES HIDE Boo BUT HE's STILL THERE!! WIiTH CHRIST AT
His RIGHT HAND WORKING FOR US).
(GOD HAS SIVEN US DUIDELINES TO GO BY AND DEMANDS THAT WE RESFECT
HimMm. ARE YO FOLLOWIMNG THE RuLES?? Do vyou ReEvVEReENCE Goo?



THE TWELVE DISC

: The BuILBLESS

JoHn 11 43-51

NATHANAEL WAS A NATIVE OF CANA oF GaLIlge CIN 21:2). HIS NaME MEANS
"GIVEN OF BOD™) 80 HE MUST HAVE COME FROM & "RELIGIOUS" FAMILY. LIKE
MOST OF THE DISCIPLES: HE HAD ANOTHER NAME- BARTHOLOMEW (BAR= SoN

OF*" [AS PETER wAS CALLED SIMON BAR-JONAS SINCE HE WAS THE SON OF
JONAS]. SOME THINK THIS WOULD MAKE HIS “FAMILY NAME” THOLOMEW AND
WOULD LINK HIM 7O TALMAI THE GRANDFATHER OF DAVID®™S Son ABSaLOmM CLI
Sam 3:3] WHILE OTHERS THINK IT REFERS TO THE EGYPTIAN KINGLY LINE OF
PToLemys. BUT AS FAR AS WE KNOwW: IT 18 SIMPLY ANOTHER NAME! ).

NATHANAEL S APOSTOLIC SymBoL Is 3 PARALLEL KNIVES SINCE HE IS
REPUTED TO HAVE DI1ED PREACHING THE GOSPEL IN INDIA 8Y Eﬁxqg BEATEN
WITH CLUBS, FLAYED ALIVEr AND CRUCIFIED uﬁszoaﬁcwu. HIg BODY WAS THEN
TIED IN A BACK AND TOSSED INTO THE SEA.

NATHANAEL I3 A VERY GOOD PICTURE OF A szﬂcaﬂa: DEDICATED MD&%L MAN
WHO NEEDED Ta MEET JESUS: BE SAVED: AND THEN FXuQ GIRECTION FOR H1S
LIFE. THERE ARE MULTITUDES OF PEOFLE LIKE HIM; RELIGIOUS BUT LOST,
TRYING TD MAKE THEIR WAY THROUGH LIFE "THE BEST THEY CANT: BUT
MISSING OUT ON THE JOY AND WONDER OF SALVATION AND SE&VIGE FOR THE
LORG. LET S BSEE noW HE MET THE MaAsTER, CAME TO REALIZF HIS CONDITIONS
RECEIVED PROMISES FROM GQD} AND THEN LET'S APPLY IT IN CUR LIVES.

I. HIS CALL~ PHILIP), ®IS FRIEND: MET JEBUS AND IMMEdﬁ@»ELY THOUGHT
oF NaTHANAEL (THANK GOD #FOR FRIENDS LIKE THAT--ARE YOU ONE??7).
PHILIP TOLO NATHANAEL THAT HE HAD FOUND WHAT NATHANAEL WAS LOOKING
FOR AND INVITED HIM TO COME MEET JESUS-— THAT'S WHAT BEING A WITNESS
FOR CHRIST 1S ALL ABOUT: (1) Heet Jesus vourseLr (2) Be concerned
ABOUT OTHERS WHO NEED TO MEET JEsus (3) Ba convinced THAT vou've
FOUND WHAT THE LOST PERSON NEEDS (4) 10M Ehioem | jat ig 2. _ANE

AND INVITE THEM TO MEET Him.

11. HIS CHARACTER- NATHANAEL HAD PROBLEMS AND PRAISEWORTHINESS» JUST
LLIKE ANYOQONE.

A) Hip Problem: Fixeo OpiNion (PREJUDICE)~ "Can aNY GROD THING
COME OUT OF NAZARETH?” MULTITUDES ARE LOSTY BECAUSE THEY EXFECT A
CERTAIN FEELING: OR EVENT TO HAPPEN WHEN THEY HEAR ABQUT JESUS.
MULTITUDES MORE ARE LUOST BECAUSE THEY REFUSE TO HUMBLE THEMBELVES AT
THE FOOT OF THE CROSS.

B> _His Praige-

1. HE wWas CONSISTENT 1IN HIS LIVINGI "BEMHOLD AN gﬁaAEuxtz INDEED
IN WHGM IS NO GUILEY TﬁE WORD GUILE HERE MEANS HYPOCRISY, JESUS WAS
COMMEMDING HIM FOR NBT "PUTTING ON A FACE"™

2. HE B0uGHT THE LORD! "WHEN THOU wAST UNDER THE FI1G TREE | BaAw
THEE™, Gob vALUES CONSISTENCY IN LIFE- 0o vou Mave & "Fio TREg"
THAT vyou MET Gop BENEATH? [BE AWARE THAT G0OD KNOWS OUR ACTIVITIES-
JESUS SaW HIM WHILE HE WAD UNGER THE FIG TREE PRAYINGI.

3. HE READILY SUBMITYED TGO CHRIST ONCE RE MET HIM: “THOU ART THE
SoN OF GOD3 THOU ART THE KING OF [SRaAEL™. ONCE YOU HEAR THE EVIDENGE
ARE YOU WILLING TO MAKE A DECISION?

CHRIST’S PROMIBE To Him~ Thou shali see gneaten ihings ihom thease.
Hensadien ge shall s2e heaven opem ond the angefs of God oscending
ond descending upon the Son of mon, WHEN vOU MEET CHRIST YOUR
ABUNDANT LIFE HAS JUST BEGUN. NATHANAEL SawW MIRACLES FROM GOD AMND
HEARD MESSAGES FROM GOD AMD FOUND THAT LIFE WAS MOT WAITIMG FOR A
MESSIAH BUT LIVING WITH ThH LorDII

HAVE Yo WET THIS CoRist??



THE TWELVE OISCIPLES REv MIRGCHENL oM.

MATTHEN: The POBLICAN
LUkE B127-32 MaTT 10:3

MATTHEW IS ALSO CALLED LEVI AND THE SON OF ALPHAEUS. By OCCUPATIDN HE
was A Tax COLLECTOR OR “PusLIcCaN”. THE PUBLICANS WERE DIVIOED INTOD 2
BROUFS (1) "GABBAL" TAX COLLECTORS WHO WERE GENERAL TAX COLLECTORS
AND OML.Y LQLLEQTEE TARES QN WINESS FRUITS. AND GENERAL ITEMS, (22
"MIKHSA™ OR "CUSTOM™HOUSE” COLLECTORS WHO COLLECTED TAXES ON ALMOST
ANYTHING THAT WAS TRANSPORTED (THEY WOULD STOP INDIVIDUALS AND SEARCH
THEM AND EVEN USE A SHARP ROD TD PlERCE ANY BAGBAGE BEING
TRANSPORTED ). MATTHEW BELDNGED TO THIS LAST GROUP K OF Tax COLLECTORS.

MosT "MikHsa”™ were DisHonesT (THEY PaID A CERTAIN FEE TO ROME AND
WHATEVER THEY COLLECTED OVER THAT WAS THEIRS SO THEY TAXED ACCORDING
TC THEIR DESIRE) AND Gf%LUYAL (THEY WERE HIRELINGS OF THE DESPISED
Roman EMPIRE). THESE PUBLTCANS WERE S0 DESPISED UNTIL THEY WERE
COMMONLY LINKED A3 "PUBLICANS AND SINNERS". THEY WERE ALSO
DISQUALIFIED AS WITNEGSES IN COURT:; CALLED COMMON CRIMINALS BY THE
COMMON PEOPLE: AND REFUSED ADMITTANCE TO THE SYNAGOGUE (WHERE EVEN
THEIR MONE'. WAS REFUSEC! ).

I. HIS CHARACTER~ WILLING TO Sacn:rruﬁ FRIENDSs FAMILY: AND COUNTRY
IN ORDER TO MaAKE MONEY., The Love of Manag s the nook of oafR evil-
IT'% NOT HOW MUCH MONEY YOU HAVE BUT, Huw MUCH MOoMNEY HAS voull Mawy
PECPLE HAVE “S0OLD THEIR SOUL”™ IN ORDER TO SATISFY THEIR WANTS.

I1. HIS CHANGE- CALLED BY JESUS, HE LEFT HI5S OLD WAY OF LIFE; AND
BECAME A FOLLOWER oF CHRIST, ThHaT': REPENTANC& ANG chﬁ;?hENT

ITI. HIS CONTRIBUTION-

AY As A WITNESS- WaS A WITNESS TQ OTHﬁR PuUBLICANS DF GOD'S SAVING
GRACE. HE HAD a "BOBFEL BET-TOGETHER” FOR ALl HIS FRIENDS TO GIVE
THEM THE OPPORTUMITY TO MEET THE CHRIST HE HAD, FOUND AS HIS Savioun.

B> As a WRITER- WROTE BODK OF MATTHEW THAT SHOWED CHRIST as KING.
THIS FIRST GOSPEL WAS WRITTEN TO THE JEWS BUT WITHOUT IT WE WOULD
KNOW LITTLE OF THE ''SERMON ON THE MOUNT"s THE T FARABLES THAT GIVE
SUCH A WONDERFUL BESCRIPTION OF THE “KINGDOM OF GOO5™s AND THE
MARVELOUS "OLIVET DISCOURSE™ THAT TELL US S0 MUCH ABﬁUT CHRIST 'S
SECOND COMING,

-

SomME LESSONS FROM MATTHEW:

1> Goo caN savE EVEN "TAX COLLECTORS™ LIKE MATTHEW.

25 EXPECT CRITICISM FOR CARING FOR LOST SOILS

3> You can BE SO "GOOD" CHRIST CAN'T SAVE YOU BUT NOY ToD san) Luxe
5131-32 Tesusr answening soaid antso Lhem, They ihait one whole naed wnoi
a phusician: buk they that one sdck. I come ack 4o coll ihe
Mghkeous, suk adnnens to nepentance.’

4) WHILE ACCEPTING CHRIDT WILL DHANGE YOUR DESTINY AND MAKE YOU A NEW
M1z work (MATTHEN 5 &YSTEMATIC MIN& THAT HAD BEEN USED SO WRONGLY
WITH TAXES WAS PUT TO GUOD USE IN WRITING THE GOsSFEL oOF MATTHEWY.

5> MATTHEW WAS THE FIRST "WHITE COLLAR"™ DISCIPLE CALLED, JEBUS HAS A
FLACE IN HM1IS WORK FOR FINANCIERS AS WELL AS FISHERMENI :



LIFE WITH A VIEW

Prov:29:18 Whene thene Lo mo vision, the peopfle perdsh: bui he thot
Reepath the Row, happy As he. ' -

DURING THE KOREAN AND VIET Nam WARS ONE OF THE PRIMARY
INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN TO SOLDIERS ABOUT BEING CAPTURED WAS THAT THEY
MUST NEVER GIVEN IN TO DEPRESSION AND SELF PITY. NUMEROUS SOLDIERS
WHO WERE CAPTURED DID B0 AND ACTUALLY DIED FROM»QIM#LV ”GTVING up”

THAT SAME ATTITUDE HAS INVADED -MANY PEOPLE IN TODAY 'S' WORLD. THEY
ARE BOMBARDED BY DEATH:; DISASTER); AND DESTRUCTION EVERY EVENING DN
THE NEWS; JOB SECURITY IS A THING OF THE PAST TO MOST PEOPLE AS
COMPANIES ARE CONSTANTLY BEING SOLD AND RE~STRUCTURED?Y Ano HARDLY A
FAMILY 1S IMMUNE FRCOM DIVORCE DR DRUG PROBLEMS .

LIFE HAS LOST MUCH OF IT'S MEANING TO MANY OF THESE PEOPLE. THEY
SIMPLY EXIST FROM DAY TO DAY AND END UP EACH NIGHT "NUMBING
THEMSEL VES IN FRONT OF THE TV BEFORE FINALLY FALLING INTO THE BED
FOR A FEW HOURS SLEEP BEFORE THEY WEARILY DRAG THEMSELVES' OUT OF BED
TO FACE ANOTHER DWLL DEPRESSING DAY. LIFE TO THEM HAS LOST IT'S
MOTIVATION AND ENTHUSIASM AND THEY HAVE BECOME PART OF THAT VAST
MULTITUDE OF THE "LIVING WITHOUT LIFE"™.

THE "Goop NEWS" OF THE GOSPEL 1S THAT JESUS CAME TD GIVE us LIFE;
AND ABUNDANT LIPE AT THATY! LET'S SEE WHAT THESE PEOPLE NEED IN ORDER
TO CATCH A VISION THAT WILL PUT MEANING AND ﬁﬁfrwATloN INTQ THEIR
LIVES.

IF YOU ARE GOING TO HAVE ABUNDANT LIFE YOU NEED A VISiOM OF YOUR:

I. LABOR-

A) Eunction- IF vYOu WILL FIND MEANING TO LIFE YOU MUST REALIZE THAT
YOU ARE PART ©F GDD’S PLAN AND THAT YOUR LIFE Anp WORK HAVE MEANING
TG Gop ‘s KINGbOMm. EVERY CHRISTIAN' 1S PART OF THE Boov oF CHRIST AND
AS SUCH 1S IMPORTANT TO THE WORK ‘OF GGD= SOME ARE® “7 nT” THUMBS, SOME
ARE "FUNNY BONES", SOME ARE ANKLES OR NECKS OR'KNI.1L33 BUT EVERY PART
IS IMPORTANT TO THE BODY OF CHRIST, _ .

WHAT FUNCTION DO YOUR PERFORM? PRAYER, PAYER: PLAYER. SAYER

B) Eaithfulness- EVERY CHRISTIAN WILL ONE DAY STAND BEFORE THE
JUDGEMENT BEAT OF CHRI1ST AND RECEIVE REWARDS ARE REBUKES ACCORDING TO
THEIR LABOR~ WE ARE SAVED BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH APART FROM WORKS BUT
JESUS SAID THAT IF YOU LOVED HIM YOU WOULD REEP HIS COMMARDMENTS. WE
NEED TO BE CONSTANTLY AWARD THAT BOP RECOGNIZES AND WILL ONE DAY
REWARD OQUR LABOR. THAT WItlL PRODUCE FAITHFULNESS AS WE FEAR TO FalL
THE LORD AND VYET REALI:E THAT HE SEES AND ACKNOWLEDGES EVEN WHEM
OTHERS . DD NOT.

Do vou LABOR FOR THE SAVIOUR QR FOR SELF??

I1. LOVE-

A) Begt in God's Love for You- YouU MaY THINK NOONE CARES BUT Gop’
CARES AND 1S CONCERKNED ABOUT YOU.

8) Respo . } LOVE TO BE LOVED~ LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS
THYSELF IS NOT JUST A GOOD STATEMENT BUT A GOOD WAY TO LIVE,

III. LORD- YOUR VISION MUST PROGRESS BEYOND YOURSELFs TD OTHERS: AND
ULTIMATELY TO THE LORD. YOUR VIEW OF THE LORD WILL ODETERMINE HOW YOU
LIVE AND YOUR PREPARATION FOR DYING.

A) lapiah [Is. 611~ HIS VISION REVEALED, Goo s HOLINESS

B) John CREV 1:1- His VISION REVEALED (DD 'S HEAVEN

DoES YOUR LIFE HavE A VISION?? OR ARE YOU BLINDED BY LIFE'S
PROBLEMS AND PRESSURES?? A PROPER RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD IS THE
ANSWER.



SEARCHING " FOR, SALVATION

Lo et "y -REV MIRCHEAL JONES
1. WHO WAS SAVED ON THE ROAD To DamMascus AN _{ACTsS 9% 14>
WHO MET JESUS BESIDE THE ROAD COLLECTING TAXES —— . (MK
e e SAT.PESIDESTHE ROAD AND CALLED Jasus UNTIL HE GOT
AN ANSNER.. (MARK 10:46«52%

[ [

[

4. Farirm NITHDUT Hoaxs A8 Liiyl (JameEs 2317)

5. FAITH COMES BY HEARING THE i (RoM 103217

6. THE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH (Rom 1317)

T. FAITH 18 THE — OF THINGS HOPED FOR»
THE OF THINGS NOT SeemM. (HeEB 11:1)

8. FAITH CAUSED: (HEB - 11:-2 :
ABRAHAM To DFFER FOR A SACRIFICE-
NoAM TE BUILD AN TO SAVE HIS HOUSE
MosEs TO GIVE WP TO SAVE HIS PECPLE
THE ELDERS TO RECEIVE.A

9. FAITH CAN HE SMaLL AS A GRAIN OF : AND STILL
MOVE A (Matt 17:200

10. JESUS SAID UNTO HIS DISCIPLESs IF ANY MANM coME AFTER ME, LET

HiM HIMSELFs AND TAKE UP HIS
AND ME. MATT 16:24
11. FOR WHAT IS A MAN PROFITED IF HE SHALL GAIN' THE
WHOLE _—______ AND LOSE HIS OWN — 7 MATT 16:26
12. WHEN GOD CALLED MOSES TO SERVE HIM ME USED A IN

THE DESERT. WHEN.HE-CALLED PETER HE USED A OREAT CATCH
QF NATHANAEL WAS CALLED WHILE HE WAS
UNDER A FIG TREE. [HE SAMARITAN WOMAN MET JESUG A«

A e WHILE THE "™MAD Man OF GADARA MIT 1M AMONG
THE .

(Exopus 3:23 LUKE 518-9; JaHN 114835 Josn 4:?, MARK 5!2)

13. ALL HAVE . AND COME SHORT QF* THE GLORY OF Goo
{Rom 3:23) Do

14, Gob COMMENDETH HIS LOVE TGNARD USs IN THAT s "WHILE WE WERE
YET CHRI1ST DIED FOR us. (ROM 5:8)

165, THE 0 OF SIN. 15 DEATHI BUT THE ‘OF Gob 18
ETERNAL LIFE THROUGH .JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD. (ROM 6:23) -

16. THAT IF THOU SHALT ______  WITH THY MOUTH THE LORD JEBUS:
AND SHALT . IN THIMNE HEART THAT GOD HATH RAISED HIM
FROM THE DEAD» THOU SHALT BE SAVED. (Rom 10:9)

17. HELFED PaulL FIND CHRIST. C(AQTE 9:17)

18 BROUGHT PETER TO THE LORD (JonM 1:41)

19 BROUGHT THE PALSY MAN TO CHRIST THRU THE ROOF

(Mk 2:4) .

20. A SAVED RaAHAB (JOSHUA 2: 18) NHEN JERICHO FELL .

A SAVED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL wHEN THEY WERE °

BITTEN .BY SNAKES (Num 21:8),

ARE YOU SEARCHING FOR SALVATION?? JESUS Is THE DOOR TO HEAVEN, THE
HAY To ABUNDANT LitFE, anp THE ONLY NAME UNDER HEAVEN GIVEN AMONG
MEN, WHEREBY WE MUST BE SAVED.

I, JOHN 511112 And this Ais the necond, that God hoth given 1o ws
etermall fife, and this LAife As in his Son. He hat hath ihe Soa
hoth 2ife; and he that hath ok Zhe Seon of God haih wmok Rife.
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Do you krnow that there is hardly
a wasek that goes by that the Lord
doean’ i give us a SPECIAL BLEBSING
or bwo,. I know HMe's spoiling us,
aut §OLITEE ITH11 Thanks Lo our
mary Mimistry iviegrids who not only
zupport ws  in our Oudtreach Work
pub alse pray tor us each week.

Yowe  Trisrgdship ard  suppovd iwm
tirvabusbhile avyd tranendousiy
appreciated, {(Spegial Tharks Tor
rELent rontributiorns from  Heth

Hroackh, Hav Talmadge Brawn, Rew G
g bDurrs Me oarngd Mrae Olea Elmore, Mr
angd #lrs WM Mixon, PMra fila
Tigdaele, angd Mr and Mrs  Jimoey
Flovd, Haltitudes of people are
Leimg roushed by owur newsletter,
ook et tapes, =iats! chiar 1ty
mintabrisss: all made nossible by
VOB mcerm), ‘

= e ey,
MISTE  MINIS Ry e Lord

Wibhen the
derides 4 PBless 2 certa:n Pnrase
af  our Work He doess so
viay . Racently Brother Dasmop Runion

PO Box 1033
Pastor Mircheal Jones {(B03)394-3725 Yol 6 Num 15 Aug 11,

sod to Shew CHRARTS
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in oa HIE -

ot aniy  bhegan singing speclials
for  us but hae also
professinnasl  gqguality BFO4O,

correctly installed it will
arestly erhance our Music as well
as odr wassetfte Ministry. We had
nat been able o use gur old PLA.
sysitem o Sunday Foaroing due to
thye fTzut that 1t hummed when Lhe
Raedio Tramsmitter was on hut this
mew sychbem has oo houm oand allows
un tiz wse The bpack 'up ltapes for
oLy GOET Lalk HaELT ., Were - also
tanking  dinte the possibility of
hooking the redic btramomitter ivio
thae PLa. Byvstem zo that cur Sunday
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Grace Free WHI Baplist Church
Fobox 1002
Lake Dy, S0 29560

darnated a -
System:
e the Church. Once this system is-

i f-,
loke City, 3 £ 2‘9‘
1@%3

A
Morning Fadio Comgregation will b
able to hear toe truse gualifty of
our Spwcial mudia. Angd the “cherry
mo top! 18 that there was S0 oach
eguipment in the P&, system unty
Aot ower bE oall 1o the
Church and B0 we’vre going to pat &
.58 Byvmiwmn R EY the Fellowosnip
Suilding also {(The Wednesday Wight
Pravear Meativy s e Hoal
Sunciey School flass sest there and
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SPECIAL. SONGE SERVISE: Our Choir
PFraciice on Bundsy Might has bzenr

such & Blessing letely untii [
daecidad we neesd to let 1t bw &
pavt 0¥ & rTegdlar service. Sgnddav
Wight {Augiest 14) during the bpm

will smphasis
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Worshipg Ssrvice we
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by Qg Lhoir, Brother Gamn
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Suilivan, and 7777%7. Join us fTor
this time of Waorship and Praise.
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Dinnery .
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Coming Gﬁfarinq and Hutanaxls}

1 appreciate their.
w;llunqnegs,to use
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one of our largest.

of the
help this

offerings

vear to

nesd.
There will

special displays

and activities all,

day, including our
traditignal Fellgwr
ship Meal following

the Morning Service

{more about 11 of
this later) and
then at 2:00pm we
will host = special

SINGING SERVICE
featuring the
"Sahers Guasrtet”.

Thig fine gqroup of

singers will.

ehighlight 2
pragram that will
include many of the
local ..
bringirng :a special:
Offering ta help
Brother Carlisle’s
ACcount {We aksa
anticipate that

some af . these logal .

rhurcthies
provide
music).

will
special
ézﬂw Mar i
September 11 B
your calender and

make your plans to
celebrate Gpd’s

Blessings with us
here at Grace.
{For the

information of our
tadies, the Church
will provide the
Fried Ehicken and
dinner rolls for
the Fellowship

be.

. the

~Lhurches.. .
#; ot thesservice JnEl
the offering .will.
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we haya a

L tremendous
qgroup, of ., Ladies
herg at GBrace and }

;‘cﬁf *»

. and:

. appreciste all the .

wark they do during
the ywar. They are
an invaluable asset
to, (

the.

are
 have

wark
Lord and
Blessed to
them (they
always remember. tg
send the Pastor &
plate each. time
they have a meeting
and I like thatll..

of

ne

The Ladies
Auxiliary will.,
conduct their
yearly = EMEHAIIS--
PROGRAM Bunday
Might, August 21 at
4£;00pm.. The Ladies
will. be in charge.

9o ta the Ladies
TR L rv- This is
wnawmaf a great

,sa*v1ta so plan to

the . Church and.

. alsg
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GIBLE -
INSTITUTE will
heqin it’s Fall
Session Tuesday
© Gpptember . & ab
7:30pm, . We will
of fer "Music
, dppreciation”
directed by 19,
Temmy [Graham and
 "James: Faith. on
Trial® taught by
Rev Mike Jones. The
cost will. be
minimal (%23} for
this .13 weeks
- course and we hope
ATy will avail
themselwves of this
gpportunity. These
courses  will be
taught

+

‘simul taneously

S0
some members of the
Ffamily can get a
background in.music
-wirile ~the “peNers
arp grounged in the
basic dogtrines of
the Bible found in
James.
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things . to do for
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be here. be?? Preacher Nilke
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Yice President-———- Althea Coker
Sec/Treasurer———---Jeneng Brown

Mission Study-—-—r—- Jackie {owder, Hope
Frye, Mar jorie MCAllkﬂtEF

Mission Prayevn~——--Dot Sullivan, Sylvia

Mission

Sowdy, Connie. ﬂathls S,
ﬁctaqn*———-ﬁlr&am
Anne Moknight, Billie Ard:
Cards/Flowersurﬂ——~ﬂlthaaaner
Ham Fund-———m=ema—— Beth Broach
Foocd Committee-———-

(Low Thompson, Kathy Lewis

Mepllister,

Betty

Bpring,




READY FOR HIS RETURN
I TrHess 519

RECENTLY THE CHRISTIAN WORLD WAS BEEN DISTURBED BY A BOOKLET MAILED
10 ALL THE FPASTORS IN THME AREA ENTITLED "88 ReEasons CHRIST WILL
RETURN IN 1988". I7T I3 NOT THE RANTING OF SOME WILOD-EYED FANATIC BUT
THE CONSCIOUS STUDYING OF A MAN SERIQUSLY SEEKING T DISCERN THE
LORD'S WILL ANG TIME. IN THIS BOOKLET THE AUTHOR HAS RELAYED THE
COMING OF THE LORD TO THE JEWISH FEASTS AND COMES TCO THE CONCLUSION
THAT CHRIST WILL RETURN BEFORE THE JEWISH FEAST OF "Yom KIPPUR™ ON
SerTEMBER 271 oF 1983.

Some PeEoPLE ARE SKEPTICAL oF Tre LlDEa EAFTER ALL NOONE KNOWS THE
DAY OR THE HOUR OF CHRIST'S RETURN-BUT HE DEALS VERY ABLY WITH THIS
FACT IN THE BEGINNING OF HIS BOOKLET]. Some simeiy SCOFF, But
REMEMBER 1] PET 3:3-4 Knouwing this £insi, ihex ihene shall come in
the Rost dows scofders, wolking odien hein own Rusis, ond »saydng,
Whene is ithe promise of hie coming? {don adnce the fothens feiR
asleep, o thinge continue as they wene 4nom the beginning of ihe
cneation. HOWEVER SOME HEAR IT AS A CLEAR SOUND FOR CHRISTIANS TO BE
WARNED AEBDUT THEIR LUKEWARM STATES AND RENEW THEIR ZEAL FOR THE |.QRD-
I[I PeTeEr 3: 11-13 Séeing ihew that ofR ihese xhings shall be
dissoftved, what mannen of pensone ought ye 1o be in ARk hoRky
convensoation oand godfinese, Lookxng {on angd hoasiting unke the coming
of the doy of God, whenein the henvwno baing on 4.ine sholf be
disaofved, ahd ihe ellemenis shofl meft with fenvent heak?
Neventheless we, accanting £o his pnomise, Look 400 mew heavens and o
naw ganih, whehein dwelfleih nighkeouaﬂeao THE IDEA MUST BE FOR
CHRISTIANS TO LIVE SO THAT JF THRE LORD COMES SaCK IN SEFTEMBER: OR
AUBUSTs OR WHENEVERS WE ARE READY FOR HIS RETURN.

THERE ARE 3 BASIC REASON FOR HIS RETURN FOR THE Che? 7iAN:
CHRIST IS COMING TO:

A) Bedesm our bodies- Rom 8:23 “FLESHLY"™ WILL B&ui4E "SPIRITUAL

8) Beceive us jnto His Pregence- Jn 1413, I THESS %:17 WE'LL Be

., WITH HIM1!  S&e Rev 21:3
C) Bszacﬂ_na. Rav 22:12, THE B CROWNS THE BELIEVER Ms” RECEIVE ARE:
e ln ptible Mo, (HAVING TO DO WITH OUR WoRkE) I Cpr 9125

Eveny man thut Axniv¢th 4on Lhe masteny Ap Lempenuie in af? things,
Theg du Ak ko obtm&n o cannupkibRa tnown; bui we gn Ancornupkibie,

_ a Fapugness- CHAVING TO DO WITH oun LOvE AND
PURITY— SEE I Jn 322- 3 I1 Tim 438 Hencedonih thene is fald up fen me
o cnown ofd nighieousnass, which the Land, the rnighiteous judge, shaRR
give me ax thak day; ond nok 2o me onlky, buk uniteo qkl hem allbo that
Rove Ris agpesrning.

3. The Srown of Lifg (HAVING TO DO WITH OUR STEADPASTNESS). JAMES
1:12 Blcosad ie the mem fhat eaduneih tempioiion: 401 when he JAb
triied, he sholl necdlve the criown of Life, which the Lond hos
phomised Ko them Lhot Rove im,

4. The Crown of Glory (Form FAITHFUL PASTORS) I PET 5:4 And when ithe
chied Shephend ohof® appean, ye shofll necedive o cnown of glony that
fadeth net away.

5. The Crown of Rejoicing (Sour WINNER'S CrownN) I THESS 2:19 Fon whak
As gun hore, on Jow, on criewnt of nejoicing? one wiok even ye An the
mesence o4 ocun Lond Jesws Chnist ok his coming?




IHIS IS THE TIME THAT LHRISTIANS WILL $TAND BEFORE THE JUDGMENT SEAT
of Chpisk- Rom 14:10-12 Fon wa shefll alR stand befonz xhe Judgmend
peak of Chrdst. Fon Ax Aes wrldkken, oes 1 Rive, sadih the Lond, eveny
fenee shaffl’ bow to me, end eveny tongue shall cpnégﬁg o God, So Lhewn
eveny ove of ws sholf give accouvnk of himsekd Lo éqd.
SOME OF THE THINGS WE MAY BE JUDGED FOR ARE? :

A. How WE EXERCISE AUTHORITY OVER OTHERS

B. HoWw WE TREAT OTHER BELIEVERS

C. HOW WE USE OUR TALENTS

b. HOW WE SUFFERED FOR JESUS .

E. HOW EFFECTIVELY WE CONTROL DOUR OLD NATURE

F. HOW MANY S0UL WE WITNESS TO .

G. HOW WE REACT TO TEMPTATIONS '

H. HOW MUCH WE READ AND LIVE THE WORD OF Gob

I. HOW FAITHFUL WE ARE TGO CHURCH L ’

Jo HOW MUCH WE LIVE OUR LIVES IN ACCORDANCE WITH GobD's PLANM

g[i:hR‘ﬁEARE 2 BASIC REASONS THE LORD 1S RETURNING AS IT CONCERNS
RS: " o ) '

1. To Punish the Rebellious: I THESS 1:7-9 And %o ybu whe ane
inoubRed nest whih ws, when the Lond Jeaus shaflk be neveafad gnom
heaven width his mighty ongefs, In fRaming $ing iaoking vengeamce on
them that kvow wok God, and thok cbey nok khe gobpel of oun Lond
Jesws Chrdsk: Wheo shaf? be punished witih everRosiing desknuciion fnom
the pnesevce of the Lond, and {nom ihe sRony of his powen;

THIS PUNISHMENT WILL INVOLVE 7 YEARS oOF TRIBULATION THAT WILL MAKE
MEN CRY FOR DEATH AND BE UNABLE TO.FIND IT3 AND YET CONTINUE TO
BLASPHEME GoD!! MEN WILL GO FROM RELIGIOUS |L.EADERS TO POLITICAL
LEADERS AMD FINALLY LEARN THAT CONTINUED REBELLTON AGAINST GOD CAN
ONLY RESULT IN DEATH AND DESTRUCTION. THESE REBELLIOUS MEN WILL
FINALLY END UP BEFORE THE, "GREAT WHITE THRONE . JUDGMENT" WHERE THEY
WILL BE COWNSIGNED TO ETERMITY IN THE LAKE OF FIRE. o

c. To Purge the Earth: JI PET 3:10 Buit 4he doy~0c; " . Lond wifl come
as a Rhief An the might; dn the which the heavenrs ' TR pass cwoy
with a gneei nodse, ond fha elemenis shofll meRt wiki -jervent heai,
ihe eonth afeo and the wontks thoi ane thenein .shalf be buwtned up.

Gob WiLL MAKE NEW HEAVENS AND A NEW EARTH WHEREIN DI-ZLLS
RIGHTEDUSNESS. ALL OF THE THINGS THAT MEN HAVE BUILT AND BOUGHT AND
SACRIFICED THEIR SOULS FOR WILL BE DESTROYED. IN THEIR PLACE THE LORD
WILL BUILD A NEw EARTH WITH 1T'S CAPITAL OF NEW JERUSALEM FROM WHENCE
WILL FLOW THE BEAUTY AND BLESSEDNESS OF GOD.

YOUu ARE FACED WITH A CHOICE TAODAY- YOU CAN REBEL AGAINST 60D ANG
HIS WILL FOR YOUR LIFE AND SUFFER THE COMSERUENCESIT OR YOJ CAN
PREPARE YOUR HEART SO THAT YOU WILL BE READY WHEN CHRIST RETURNS.
TooaY YOU HAVE A CHOICES THAT GHOICE MAY SOON END! !



HE CHURCH Rev MIRCHEAL JONES

i3 H&Tﬁ%ﬁﬁ

THE FREE Wit BAFTIST CHURCH CELEBRATES 3 GoSPEL ORDINANCESS

1) BAPTISH- Twe IMMERSION OF EELIEVER IN WATER SHOWIMNG OUR FALITH IN
THE DEATH: BURIAL: AND RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. (PAYMENT FoR AND POWER
ovER SIND. A H%TNEBS‘EF SALVﬁII@N

2) COMMUNIGON-: PRRTAKING o? THE BREAD AND CUP A bYHBGLS ‘OF THE BROKEN
Booy  anp SHED Beodn- of ChrisT.

A WITNESS OF SURFFRING ' Broxen Boty) ang’ SACRiFFCE (SHED BLobo ).

WE USE THE NOMNTFERMENTED JUICE OF THE OGRAFE'FOR THE CUP AND
UNLEAVENED (ND YEART ) BREAD FOR THE BOODY, (BOTH OF WHICH SYMBOLV1ZE
THE SINLESS uess D? CHR:ST%SIN&E NG DECAY HAS TAKEﬁ PLACE IN EYTHER).

ING T HE PAIR OFF INTD COUPLES" AND WASBH EALH
uTHER S FEET tﬂiVEﬁAL BASING OF WATER AND TOWELS ARE PROVIDED. WE FUT
WATER DM THE PER2ON'S £85T AND THEN DRY THEWM QFFS THIS 19 NOT & °
sAaTH! ] (FoR Pumposes of NDDEQT: THE MER MEET IN ONE ROOM WHILE THE
LADIES MEET TN ANOTHER. THIS 1S HORMAULY Denw FOLLOWING c@mnsnxnw AND
WE MEET BACK TOGETHER IM THE CHURCH AT IT'S rumcLustﬁn TH SING A YN
BEFORE WE AREVDISMISSED),

A WITNESS OF SERVIECE

SomE BIUSIDEL INES FROM THE SCRIRTURES: (1 Cor 19:19-34)

1. Qrder- 19-22 (DoN'T SWIM IN THE BAPTISMAL PODL3 OON'T EAT STEAK,

EAT UNLEAVENED SREADY ODN'T TALK ABDUT SALL GAMEE WHILE WASHMING FEET)

2. Example- &3-26 EAOH OF THESE SFOW THE LORD TO a WATCHING NGRLQr

THEREFDRE; THEY SHOULD BE DONE PUELIC: ¥ AND nFtEN.

3. Examipation- 27-32°

A, THE ETHIORIAM EUNUDH ABREDs *HHAT DDES HINDES £ FRDM BEING
BaPTI1ZEDT". Yoo maY 1IF YOU BELIEVE. )

B. LET & Man EXAMINE RIMSELF GEFORE HE EATS THE LOARD’S SUPPER. No
DHE 1S5 S1IMLESS 8UT WE WNEED TG LOOK AT GUR MOTIVES— ARE YO
LODK ING TO GLORIFY {00 OR SHOW OFF TO MaM? :

C. AM [ "PROUD™ "OF MV HUMILITY IN WASBHING FEET OR AM [ REALLY
BEEK ING TO SERVE OTHERS: REALIZING THAT Ke thoit woukd be
aneaiabtcoi all &h&kk ba senvant of &L,
p £ - tEd J e -~ 33_ n

A, NAIT BN oue ﬁuﬁWHanw BE PATIENT (WE WAIT UNTTIL ALL ARE DERVEDY.
LTHis 15 NOT & MEAL BUT A MeEssacet! IT 15 NOT a TIME OF GLUTTONY
EUT A TIME OF GLORYD.

E. SHARE WITH OME AMOTHER (IN THE ORIGINAL CHURCH EACH BROKE OFF
THE SAME LOAF). THIS IS THE TIME WHEN AL PARTE OF THE "Bony o
gELIEVERS™ GATHER TOBETHER TG SHOW AND SHaARE.

THE LORB"S SUPPﬁR 18 '

A. A COMMANDED OBSERVANCE- "This. Do”

B. A SYMBOLIC OBSERVANCE- THE BREAD REPRESENTS THE BROKEN BODY AND
THE CUF THE SHED BLODD oF CHRIST.

C. A MEMURIAL DBSERVANCE- "IN ReEMEMBRANCE OF ME” [ Com 11:26 Fon o

cdien Ge uye 2aik dhis bnesd, and: criimk thles cup; we do shew the Long’s

deadkh LiAR he come.

U. A CONTIMUING OBSERVANCE- "TiL we chE"




EXQDUS: SLAVERY TO SERVILE REV MIRCHEAL JONES

PASSUVER' Pmrfc'rrm AND ﬁELWERAMCE

Exoous 12:%-14 21 28

SOON WE WILL CELEBRATE CoMMuniows: "THE: LORD'6 SUPFER” . THIS I3 A
MEMORIAL CELEBRATING THE SUFFERING ARD SACRIFICE: THAT. CHRIST MADE SO
THAT WE MIGHT HAVE ETERMAL LIFE. [T 18 ONE OF THE MOST SACRED AND
HOLY PRIVILEGES OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH AND YOU SHOULD £IPT PRAISE
To Gob FOR HIS ALLOWING YOU TO BE HERE TODAY FOR THIS MEMORIAL.

THE ORIGINAL "LORD'S SwPPER” waAS HELD BY JESUS THE NIOGONT BEFORE HE
WAS BETRAYED AND CRUGCLIFIED AND WAS A CELEBMATION OF THE JEWISH
PassovER. IT IS IMPDRTANT FOR US TQ REALIZE THE MEANING OF THE
PaSSOVER IF WE ARE TO FULLY UNRERSTAND THE "LORC’S SUPPER" 950 1 wWaNT
US TO LODK AT 4 WORDS THAT DESCRIBE THE MNEED DF AND BLESSING FROM THE
PassoveER: S v .

1. PRDBLEMS: DURING A TIME OF FAMINE THE NATION DF. ISRAEL (NUMBERING
oMLY TO SOULS AT THE. TIME) CAME TO DWELL IM EGYRT UNDER THE OIRECTIAN
AND FROTECTION OF JOSBEFH. ‘AS LDNG AS JOBEFPH ANR THDSE WHD KNEW HIM
LIVED THE [SRAELITES WERE PROTECTED AND HONORED BUT THERE caME A pay
WHEN THIS FROTECTION WAS LOST AND THE [SRAELITES BEGCAME LITTLE MOKE
THAN SLAVES, THEIR LABORS WERE FOR THE BENEFIT oF ! ANDTHER MASTER,
THEIR LIVES WERE FULL OF PAIN AND PUNISHMENTs AND THEIR CHILDREN WERE
BE IMNG KILLED BY THEIR MASTERS“‘NHAT A PICTURE OF WHAT SIN DDES IN A
FERSON'S LiIrell . ‘

FInaLLY THE PROBLEMS BECAME S0 HEAVY UNTIL THE PE.PLE CONTINDALLY
CRIED GUT TO GOD FOR DELIVERAMECE AND GOD RAISED UP A-MAN TO BTAND
FOR THEM~—A MAN WITH. a4 MIRACULOUS BIRTHs WHO COULD HAVE. BEEN KING BUT
WAS INSTEAD A SHEPHERD: AND WHO USED SIGNS AND SERMOMS TO BRING THE
PEOFLE TO DELIVERANCE {How MUCH LIKE. JEsua McsEs WAZY ).

2. PLAGUES: IN ORDER- TD GAIM ATTENTIDN; Nasas UIED PLAGUES LUFON THE
NATION OF EGYPT. EACH .OF THE PLAGUES WAS DESIONED TO SHOW THAT (oD
WAS DGREATER THAN THE GODS OF ESYPT AND YO INBTILL FAITH IN THE
CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THAT GOD OOULD AND WOULD DELIVER THEM. IN MUCH THE
SAME WAY TODAY THE LORD ALLOWS TROUBLES AND TRIBULATIONS TO COME DUR
WaY TO SHOW US THE ERRORE OF TRUSTING IN FLESH AND HUMAN REASONING.
SOME FEOPLE: LIKE PHARADH: ALLOW THIS TD HARDEN THEIR HEART INSTEAD
OF DRaW THEM TO Goo. DTHeERS REALIZE THAT SOMBTHING MU3ST BE DONE AND
CRY DUT FOR FINAL: DEL IVERANCE .

3. PASSOVER: CONVICTION WAS NOT BNOUGH} 1300 WAS LOOKING FOR
CONVERSION!! AND THAT COULD ONLY COME THROUGH SHED BLOOD. S0 Goo
INSTITUTED THE PASSOVER FEAST. AT WHICH THE BLOOD OF A LAMEB WAS
APPLIED TO THE DODR OF THE HOUSE PROVIDING A SIBN SO THAT THE DEATH
ANGEL WOULD "PASSOVER' THAT HOUSE (JUST AT THE. BLOOD OF CHRIST
AFPLIED T QUR HEARTS TODAY PROVIDES PAYMENT FOR  THE WAGES 0OF SIND.
THIS PASSOVER wAS A MEAL anp A MEMGRIAL SUST A THE "Loro’'s SuPFER”™
IS TODAY.

4. PRDHISED'LAND: THIS WAS THE BEGINNING OF YEARS AND THE BEGINNING
OF A NEW LIFE FOR THE NATION OF ISRAEL. FROM THIS MIGHT THEY WOULD &E
A DELIVERED PEOFLE HEADED TO THE PROMISED LANDY SLAVER. NG woRe! |

GREAT THINGS HAFPEN WHEN THE BLOOD 1S APFLIEC: You escareE DEATH: You
GET A MEW DESTINATION: anc vou are DELIVERED To A NEW LIFE. Is THE
BLooD APPLIED ON THE "DOGR"™ OF YOUR HEART TODAY?'? CoMMuNIDN IS FOR
CHRISTIANS s ARE YOU ONE??



OEADLY DIFFICATIES .

Ezex 1EL. 37111 Then ht-on&d inko Mg, Som, pi man, khese bomes ane ihe
whote house of Taraef | bghnﬂd, thay Hou, - Qun bomes ane dnled, an{ oun
hope is Rost! wg ane cuk 086 4on oun panis. Thenefone pnaphesy and
»0y unio them, Thus soith dhe Lond Gods. . wa, o my vn.qﬁa., T wifl
opeENn Yyoun griaves, aond couse You o come up ouk o{ woun graves, ond
briing wou Anko &ha J{.cmd o Toncelk. B P

erg T

WHILE VIS!TING IN THE HOSPITAL IN CHARLESTDN@REQENTLY I Daaxosu TO
GO DOWN TO THE GROUND PLOOR TO SEE SOME OF THE FAMILY WHILE | WAS
AWALITING AN OPERATION TO FINISH. [ WAS.ON THE. TTw FLOOR BUT I ALWAYS
TRY TO USE THE STAIRS WHEN POSSIBLE 50 I, FOUND THE STAIRWAY AND
WALKED DOWN TO THE . GRDUND FLOPRS ONLY.TD, FIND:THAT ;THE HOSPITAL WAS
IN THE PROCESS OF REMODEL ING AND HAD PUT A WALL NHEEE JIHE. . BOTTOM
FLOOR EXIT SHQULD BE. MY INTENTIONS WERE GOODs - Hw DIRECTIONS WERE
6000 (FOLLOWED THE "EXIT” SIGNS AND RECOGNIZED EACH FLODR NUMBER) BUT
I ENDED UP AT 4 "BRICK WALL"

I'm nOT vERY SMART BUT .1 AM PERBIE?ENTm ¥ NALKEB BACK ur TO THE
SECOND FLODR) WALKED THE LENGTH OF THE HOSPITAL WINGs: AND TRIED
ANOTHER STAIRWAY. THIS ONE LED ME TO 4 DOOR LEADING INTO THE ROOM I
waS SEEKING} BUT THE DOOR WAS LOGKED AND 1 COULD . NOT. GET THROWGH. I
COULD SEE TWE PLAGE [ WANTED TO.BE BUT COULD NOT GET THERE. FIMALLY:
IN FRUSTRATIONy 1. WALKER, BACK UP .TO THE &gccuﬂ FLOOR, PDUND THE
ELEVATOR: AND RODE 1T DOWM TO THE.EIRST.. FLOQR. B

SOMETIMESD . LIFE TREATS US LIKE THATS WE. THAKE ALl THEQRiﬁHT MOWES™
AND YET END UPF "BUTTING QUR HEADS” AGA&NST JBRICK ,WALLS QR LOCKED
DOORS. AND THE FRUSTRATIQNS THE FAILURES s AND TH&.GQN&@ANT "FI1eHT” TO
GET WHERE WE'RE GOING DEPLETE OUR STRENGTH AND ©IM8 DUR HOPE. SomE,
IN FINAL FRUSTRATION: GIVE UP ON LIFE AND SEEK TO ESCAPE INTO THE |
FANTASY WORLD OF DRUG®; DRINK: TV, OR RECREATIDN. OTHERS STAND
DUTSINE THE LOCKED DOOAS OF LIFE WEEPING AND WAITING FOR THE WALL TO
FALL DOWN OR BSOMEDNE TD SHOW THEM WHAT TO PO. -

Tobay I WANT US TO SEE THAT EVEN IF YOUR SITUATION. IS A VALLEV ‘OF
VERY DRY BONES™ YET YOW .CAN HAYE HELP AND HOPE LN THE LORD. ] wANT uS
TO LOOK FIRST AT SOME EXTREMELY DIFFIGULT nga@Ltus AND THEN LEARN
SOME PRINCIPLES THAT.WILL SUSTAIN US IN THESE DIFFICULT DAYS,

THERE ARE 3 TivES. THAT qzaus RAISED THE DEAD zN THE Gaspgus EACH
OF THESES TIMES REPRESENT A DIFFICULT SITUATION.THAT HAD. TO BE DEALT
WITH. .

1. THe RAIS;NQ ‘op (MK 5:%5-43; REPRﬁ TB Tyosa
PECPLE WHO HAVE A PROBLEM THAT HAS JUST BEGUN. (JARTIUS'S UAUGHIER HAD
JUST DIED). IT7'S A SERIOUS BUT RESENT PROSBLEM THAT .18 BEYOND NORMAL
METHODS TO HANDLE- YOU DON’T NEED MEDICINE, YOU,NEED A MIRACLE! L,
LYOU'VE JUST FOUND.YOUR SON .OR DAUGHTER 18.0N DRUGS, YDU'VE JusT
LEARNED YOQUR HUSDAND OR WIFE 1S Havzne AN AFFAIRy A MAJOR HEALTH .
PROBLEM IS FOUND> ETC.J.

e

"i..

1

2. THE Widow of Nain's sep C(Luke T§11 6% RaraﬁaaNTs THOBE WHOSE'
PROBLEMS HAVE BEEN RECQGNIZED LONG ENQUGH TO BEGIN TO SET INTO A
PATTERN AND HABLIT OF LIFE~ YOU'RE NOT. IN THE GRAVE YET BUT YOU'RE ON
THE WAY. LYOU THOUGHT YOU COULD CONTROL YOUR TEMRER BUT NQW YDU
REALIZE IT CONTROLS YOu. YOu ONCE ENTER’TAINED THOSE EVIL THRUGHMTS B8UT
NOW THEY ENSLAVE YQuU. DEPREASION, DEsrAIRs AND DOWUBT HAVE BECOME
CONSTANT COMPANIONS INSTEAD OF OCCAPIONAL VIAITORS.



3. LIazarus WAS RAISED AFTER HAVING BEEN GEAD < pavs (JOHN 11:392
AND EVEN HIS SISTER THOUGHT HE WAS A "STINKER”. SOMETIMES PROBLEMS
HAVE GONE FAST DIFFICULT INTO DECAY. AT FIRST YOU WERE ABLE TO CODVER
IT WITH PRETTY FLOWERS AND PLATITUDES BUT NOW YOU XNOW THAT IF IT'S
EVER UNCOVERED IT'S SMELL WILL REACH THE ENTIRE NEIGHBORMODD.
{LUSTFUL THOUGHTS HAVE BECOME ADULTEROUS DEEDS. THE FAMILY QUARREL
NOW BECOMES A FAMILY FIGHT. THE INNOCENT USE OF OFFICE SUPPL1ES HAS
BECOME AM EMBARRASSING EMBEZZLEMENMT].

WHAT CAN YOU DO ABOUT THESE "DEADLY" DIFFICULTIES?? HoWw DO YOU
HANDLE IT WHEN YOU ARE PUT DOWN IN A VALLEY OF DRY BONES AND TOLD TO
MAKE THE BEST OF IT??

FIRST YOU NEED HOPE- GoD Toup EZEKIEL THAT HE PUT HIM IN THIS "DEADLY
DIFFICULTY"™ IN ORDER TO SHOW IBRAEL HOPE. Hore GIVES YOuU ENERGY AND
ENTHUSIASM TO KEEP BOING ENSTEAD OF - Grvrne UF.AHERE ARE 3 THINDS THAT
SHOUL D GIVE US HoPE: :

-~ WHEN THE 3 HesREw CHILDREN FACED THE "DEADLY
DIFFICULTY™ OF THE FIERY PURNACE THEY BRAVELY' PRﬂ&LAIHﬁﬁ THAT Gon
WAS ABLE TO DELIVER THEM (JUST REMEMBER, GOU DIDN'T DELIVER THEM
FROM BUT He DID DELIVER THEM THROUGHY. REMEMSER GOD's ABILITY.

2. God Cares- Never DoOuBT IN THE DARK WMAT GOD HAS TOLD YOU IN THE
LIGHT. MARY AND MARTMA THOUGHT JESUS HAD FAILED THEM BECAUSE HE
DELAYED IN COMING TO LAZARUS BUT ‘SHON THEY NDULb ‘SEE A OGREATER GLORY.
OF TEN WE ARE FACED WITH SITUATIONS IM WHIGH IT AFPEARS THAT BOD Nas
FORGOTTEN US OR FORSAKEN U8 BUT His Love" EVER OVERSHADOWS US.

3A_§Q§Hhaaﬂa_ﬂlnn. (AY YOUR PART MAY NOT aLLaw Yol 'TO SEE
EVERYTHING S0 DON'T BE DISCOHURABED IF YOU CAN’T UNDERSTAND 1T ALL.
(B) DON'T TRY TO FIT YOUR SamT OF THE "PUZZLE" INTO SOMEONE ELSE’S
SITUATION. JOMN THE BAPYIST GOULBN'T UNDERSTAND THE siTUATIGN FROM
HIS JAIL CELL BUT JESUS SAIpD ‘Htiowng Xhenm thak ane borht of woman Lhene
hath wnot nlsen o gneakern thom Jahn ke Baplek) (MaT™ 1131-11),

SECOND YOU NEED HELP- THﬂ JOB TS TOO HARD FOR YOL.® ‘U CAN'T RAISE
THE DEAD!! YOU NEED THE "PﬁﬂPHEQY OP' THE' Wﬂao AND T-& POWER DF TtHE
Winp (Ez 37:49 & 95,

_L_1hn_aﬂmnnxﬁLnnmgf_xnﬁﬁﬂnnﬁ.rs THAT CHANGE 1S PoStIBLE AND CHANGE
IS NECESSARY IN A RELATIONSHYP WITH CHRIST. ONE OF THE CLEAREST
EXAMPLES OF THIS 1S EPH 4128 LET HIM THAT STOLE STEAL MO MORE: BUT
RATHER LET HIM LABOR; WORKING WITH HIS HANDS THE THING WHICH 1S
GOODs THAT HE MAY HAVE'TO GIVE TO HIM THAT NEEDETH. YOU ARE NOT
SIMPLY TO STOP STEALTINGI YOU ARE TO REPLACE TH1S EMPTY SRACE WITH
CHARITY WORK. THIs REPRESENTS A CHANGE OF HEARTJ] ONCE YOU ONMLY
DESTIRED TO GET For YOURSELF: NOW-'VOU WANT TO 8€ ABLE TO GIVE 7o
OTHERS., CThis As eﬁtﬂemtzg Wmpantawt, JTasus soibod Af yod simply swept
the housez and Lefi L emply you' zﬂded up wanae od4 that at tha
beakwnxng <Maxt 121 43*45)3 ‘

. - i . ¢ 15 NHAT GIVES LLIFE TO
DEADLY DIFFICULTIES" SELF E#ﬁénT ONLY LEAVES US TIRED AND
DISCOURAGED. SPIRIT EMPOWERMENT GIVES US VICTORY AND VITALITY.
MANY TIMES THE "DEADLY DIFFIGULTIES”™ OF LIFE LEAVE S CRYING LIKE
PAULs O wnetched mawn that T am! whe shofl dellvin me fAem Lhe bodds of
ihis deaih? BUT 44 the Splnid af hiwm Lhax noised up Jesus fnom ihe
decd dweld Aiwn you, ke bLhat rleised up Chouisd 4rnom fhe deod shol? oldso
$u§:ka’g yjiom morkad boc{o(u by m QM:L *.ho.:t dweﬁ.&e_th A you. (RomM
y BTt

GOD HAS A WAY PAST YOUR "BRICK WALL™ TODAY~ ACCEPT IT.
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1l was thinking. the other L.
day about what 3 great pf‘ivilege '
Sod has given me ‘to be able to
come into nearly &00 homes every
other waek and share God’s
Goodness and Good tews. Counting
et our Newsletter, Radio: Yape,

Sunday School, Preasching, and
Seniore Minigtried we reach well

— aver 1000 people every 2 weaks.

That’s a trememdous privilége but

also a great responsibility-—

Many Freachers and Sunday School

Teachers use portions of our

newsletter notes in their

sermans and Sunday Schbol -

— Lessons; The Bible quizres are
used in home Bible Studies,
bulletins, and Hwénhﬁdty Night

— services im various denomimit:o’ﬂﬂ
and churches; and tapes of cur
services are passed from family

- member to family member tp

have only 35 to showup for a

Sunday Night Service mometimes 1
— must constantly be aware that 2o

times that many will reslly be

ministered to, or when I lsak aut

at "Slespy Saints” on nmot Dog- Bay

August Sundays T mugt contimoally .

remind myself that 10 times that
many people will pe effectwed by
the message as they read the
newsiettar:.in the cemfort of

their easy ehair or listen to the-

- tape as they <fTight traffic and

- nead the encouragement or
exhortation of the Word of God.
| ask for your Prayers as |
continually seek new and better
methods of reaching as many
people ae possibtile in order 3o

Triend.... That mesnas that when I

Grace Free Will Beptisi Chuso.

Smdy Bour 10:808s0
%:rlzmgmgehsﬂr Service 11:00am
(e o WIOT § _
DopeR,
We e vice
nimh.aa.t .“loms,, xa;wat {308) 354- 3725
¥ O N ¥ Tals by, & C 29660 ]

'.6‘ 2%, "E_;et tham tn "K‘nuw and Show

Chr?st"

A8 most of you knuw, This is a
Faith HMinkstry that éperates and
expands only‘as ‘God supplies. |
operate under thg Church but the

S ChufFch asslUies no” financial part

of the ministry (1 do much af the
Dutresch Work on what is supposed
to by “vay of f" and assume the
responsibi ity for pr xnting
bulleting and Church news with
Outregach Finances) . The tord has
gloriously provided every need
I've had from equ}pmwnt i
mailing coste Fram the beg:nmng
and I stand inhumble awe of His
cmtaw supply~ Thanks to Mrs
Pauline'Evank’, M- and Mrs Monette
Jones, Damon and Janice funion,

" Jack B Ha?‘ma, ’F’ v & Mrg Jﬂhnn‘v

Evans, and Mra .asig Poston for
recent help. lea Specigl Thanks
to Brather" Dﬁmcm Ranion for
building a set of booklet
corralatére w0 that Mrs drne
Mcknight canmore Rawily put
together booklete ¥or
diﬁtributzan,

W sewm is just mﬁm the
caorneT

August Fl-Clean up night at the Church
w Bethel Bible Insn;ute
g 713054 00pn" wach week

- HOME COMING with Special
Buest, Rev Carlisle Harma, Missionary
to India. Bpecial Joint service with
area churches (n the afternoon’ (2300
~4:00pm “faaturihg tive “Sabiers @7,

4 Pastor will teach s

'Teacher Trumnq Coursa at PBethany
FWB Church. - '

b 336008 T 0000 DO U 0T N R BE 3606 36 -
broce raemunv"i Ehurch *ﬁ" ?1 rgan zezro-n

P O Box 100X
leks City, 5 C 25560

us Pustnge [ ]s]
FParmit *g
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THE DISCIPLES REV FIIRCHEAL JOML T

PHILIP: Tae WimnEss

7

JOHN 1143-46, 6:5-14, 12:19-22, 14:8-11

From THE TownW OF BETHSAIDA: HE WAS PROBABLY A FISHERMAN AND WELL
ACQUAINTED WiTH PETER: ANDREW: JAMES,; aAND JOHN,

JOHN 1145 savs THaT PHILIP WAS A STUDENT OF THE SCRIPTURES.

PHILIF I% OFTEN THOUGHT OF AS HAVING A "PESSIMISTIC MIMD: AECAIISE
OF HIS INABILITY TO "LauNcH ouT ON FATITH" (ToLD NATHANIEL "COME AND
S=E”i QUESTIONED JEBUS ABOUT HOW TO PRUCURE FOOD TO FEED"THE'EUQQi
WONDERED ABOUT BRINGING THE GREEKSS AND WANTED TO 3EE A "PHYSICAL
FaTHER). :

TRADITION SAYS THAT PHILIP PREACHED IN HIERAPOLISs A CITY OF
PHRGY 14y NEAR LAODICEA., HE WAS SUFPQSEDLY HANGED FOR HIS FaITH. AND
REQUESTED TO BE BURIED WRAPPED IN PAPYRUS INSTEAD OF CLOTH AND GFICES
SINCE HE DID NOT FEEL HIMSELF WORTHY TD BE TREATED LIKE THE MaaTER.
(HE IS NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH PHILIP THE DEACON. IN THE BOOK OF
AcTs).

HE 1S AN EXAMPLE OF SOME. OF THE QUALITIES NEEDED IM A CONSISTENT
AND LOMPASSION SOUL WINNER!S

1. FIND A FRIEND~ Jn 1:43-46 HE FOLLOWED THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST-
JESUS. . .FINDETH PHILIP (VS 43) AND PHILIP FINDETH NATHanaEL (v8 45).
Psaum 12616 He ihot goeih fdanih ond weepeih, beanding rneciour seed,
shofl doubifess come agoin with nejoicing, bninging his sheaves wiih
him, ToDo MANY CHRISTIANS GET S0 WRAPPED wP IN. LIVING CHRISYIANITY
UNTIL THEY FAIL TO SHARE CHrIsT!! AND vou won'T FIND someEoNE IF
YO YRE NOT LOOKINGH!

II. SEE A NEED- JN 6:5=14 JESUs BROUGHT. PHILIP TO AN "AWARENESS™ OF
THE PROBLEM SO IT COULD BE DEALT WITH. SADLYs PHILIP COULD ONLY SEE
PHYSICAL METHODS TO HANDLE THE PROBLEM INSTEAD OF SPIRITUAL ONES BUT
HE WAS ABLE TO RECOGNIZE THE NEED. MDST POLITICIANS AND MAWY PEOPLE
TODAY SEEM TO THINK THAT THE FPROBLEM IS WHAT YOU SEE ON THE SURFACE}
A PROBLEM THAT CaAM BE BOLVED WITH MORE MOMEY OR EDUCATION. WE
CHRISTIANS KNOW THAT THE “"HEART OF THE PROBLEM IS THE PROBLEM OF THE
HEART” AND THAT QMLY A PERSOMNAL RELATIONSHIP WITH LHRIST CAN SOLVE
THAT. THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GoBPEL IS THAT THRIST CAN CHANGE FEORLE'S
SITUATIGN BY CHANGING THEIR HEART.

ITI. BRING AN INOUIRER- UN 12:20~22 WHEN CERTAIN DREEKS WANTED TO SEE
JESUS THEY CAME TO PHILIF BECAUSE HE WAS FROM THE TOWN OF DETHSAIDA
AND FPROBABLY HAD DEALINGS WITH GREEKS ON A HEGULAR BASIS. THERE ARE
ALWAYS PEOPLE WHOM ¥0OU CAN REACH THAT NC ONME ELSE DAN REACH BECAUSE
THEY RELATE TO YOU IN SOME SFPECIAL WAY~ BACKGROUND: JOSy MARITAL
SITUATIONs AGEs COLORs ETC.. BE ESPECTIALLY AWARE OF YOUR OBLIGATION
10 THESE SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES.

IV. SHOW THEM JESUS IS GOD- Jn 14:8-11 PHILLP WANTED TO SEE &
PHYSICAL MANIFESTATION OF THE FATHER BUT HE CAME TO REAL1ZE THAT
THAT WAS WHAT JESUS WAS. WE MUST GET PEOPLE BEYOND THE GOOD MORAL
TEACHINGS OF CHRIST TO THE PLACE THAT THEY UNDERSTAND THAT HE 15 Goo
AND CAN DEAL WITH ANY SITUATION THEY HAVE., MOST ONLY WANT OUT FROM
UNDER THE FRESSURE OF LLIFE WHEN THEY NEED TO ESCAFE THE PENALTY oF
SIN!! AND ONLY CHRIST CAN DO THAT.

Do vou KNOW anvy ONE THAT NEEDS TO KNOW JESUS?? DO YOU SEE NEEOS THAT
OMLY JESUS CAN HELP? IS THERE SOMEONE YOU CaN REACH THAT NO ONE ELSE
CAN REACHTY? DO YOU PROCLAIM CHRIST AS THE ANSWER MEN NEED??



TOPICAL SERMUNS : ' : . YREV MIRCHWEAL JONES

SUICIDE-

Fma #1 KILLER OF YOUNG PkUPLE TODAY 15 SUICIDE. MORE AND MORE
PEOPLE OF ALL ABED ARE LODOKING FOR. AN "EBCAPE” FROM LIFE'3 PRESSURES
AND PROBLEMB AND SEE DEATH AS THE ONLY WAY OUT. I wWANT US TO LODK AT
THE CAUSES oF Bulctpe, THE CONSEQUENCES oF SuilcibDeE, anb TmeE CURE rorR
THE SUICIDAL ATTITUG&.

1. THE QAUSES @F SUICIDEs 1T ALMOST VARIES FROM PERSON TO Pznsnu BUT
1 THINK THE B&a&xcuu Exsmruua OF SUICIDE WILL GIVE US SOME IDEAS~

. B ibioneg? Judas hanging himeslf- Matt 2718

whean af 1 B -:ia.-L‘ II.Samual 17:23 And when Ahdiophaid |

bouw that h;» caunoel was not foRRowed, he saccied his oesn, and onose,
ang gak kim home 2o hie houwse, 1o his ciiy, ond puk his househald Ain
anden, ongd hanged hAm»z&é, and diect, ovd was bunded in ithe sepulichne
ok hia ﬁuthen .

: : b 3 W #! 1 Kingms 16:18 And Ak came ko
P&a&; whwn Zimna AGN thqt thu c&%g wie taken, thait he wendk Ainke the
pakace of ihe king’s howse, andd bwmk dhe king’s houwde overt him wikh
{ine, and died. Saut. FALLING UN NIZ swnﬁs wmsn HE WASB DEFEATED IN

.BaTTLE (I Samugi. 3trd=H). .

4. Failure in vour fobt Acts 16127 And the kewpen of the . wrison
awaking out of his afleep, and szeing ihe pibon Hooans opan, he dnew
out his swondl, ond would have kiffed himseld, Luppooing thoet Lhe
prols omars hud bacm ﬁk&u._ﬂ . . . i

g : ; rpelf intos

SAmMSON PULLING THz su@aowus DONN UPON HIMSELF" Juouas 163130

I THINK 3 G&NERAL ReAsens BUMMARIZE THE CAUSES of Su:czbe-

AND FEEL INAQEQUATE Tﬁ HANDLE THE FUTURE The HQPELESSNESS AND
HELPLESSNESS OF THE BITUATION CAUSEB YOU TO THINK THIY I3 THE ONLY

B> i ; ; - Yau think no one else has
or is aufFariﬂg like you. You faeel unloved and unwanted.
C> A senae of Emphiness- YoOU HAVE REACHED YOUR BBALS ANE ARE UMABLE
TO FORMULATE MORE.  You. HAVE "BurneD DUT™ AND DON'T KNOW HOW TO GET
OUT OF THE PRESBURE YOUL'RE UNDER,-

BeEroms vou MAKE THI® DRABTIC AND FINAL OTEP LET'S LOOK AT
1. THE CON%EQUENEES OF SUICIDE: ’

Ad ; e L
6TH. COHMANDMENTr "Tnau SHALT NOT KILL”. S

B) You Gus a0, L ] i~ [T savs THAT GOD ooE® NOT CARE ABOUT OR
CANNOT GUNTROL THE CIRCLUMSTANCES OF YOUR LIPE. IT 1% A MANIFEST LACK
DchthH 1IN 50D, WHICH 18 SIiN~ Whaksoeven is mox 06 Faiih L& wdn.

You modify God's Plans- :
1) Loss oF OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE. IN THE LIFE OF CHRISTIAN.
D)E)’ﬁISTRESB FOR FAMIkY AND aneuns LEFT aaﬂzuo,
- Y P i o8 i) [} 8 e & X
SUICIGE DOER NGT BND- 1T ALL! &etaa,bnqth thg Judgm&ﬂt
1. JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIBT FOR LHRISTIANS
2. WHITE THRONE JUDBMENT FOR SINNERS

SUICIDE EFFECTS You, YOUR LOVED ONESs AND THE NORK QF Gao. AND
SiMPLY awgg vuua nx#a eu EARTH. in Fagct, -Therd pocoming & i I,

iv W k o Sat > Rev 916 fngft A thaaw dmym Ahalk mcn
a:ak dgqxh, awd bhﬁlﬂ ﬂ@t Gxud A% and sholft desine o die, and daekh
shofR £LRee fnom Khaem,




A GENERAL OBSERVATION anND THEN WE'LL Go FROM BEING QURICUS ABDUT
SUICIDE TO FINDING A CurRE FOR 1T. - ‘
= = i i WO g k3 IIOT t gonaclo Tl S

' THE “HabLL OF FaITH™ IN HEBREW 11:3 3 BUT IT 1
To Miss (OD'S PLAN FOR

] LA ) ]l L 1 o =

A} SAMSON LISTED IN
A METHOD THAT SATAN TRIES TO USE. TO GET PEOPLE > PLAN,

3 - +5=) ’ 5 A4 e B e . BEELIE w, » sty A - 18 »

I?gi; %izssthe devill toketh him up Jjato tha.haﬂy,Qity, and setielh
him on a pinnocke of the temple, And saliih unto him, iﬁnthou"be ihe
Sen o4 God, cast thysefd douwn: fon At Ls wniiiewn, He shalld. give his
angefis change comcaming thee! ond Jn thein hands tﬂey sheftl bean
thee up, fLesk at any time hou dash Lthy fook apdivwst o steme. Jesuws
sodd unte him, TR Lo wniiien-agwim, Thou- ahalt ot tempi the Lond dhy
God. {THE DEVIL WAS PLAYING BOTH TENDS AGAINST THE MIDDLE" HERE. IF
JESUS JUMPED AMD DIED THEN SATAN WINSS IF HE JuMPs aMD GOD MUST SAVE
Him THEN HE TEMPTS Gopl ¥, _ |

BY IN A "MANNER OF SPEAKING” {THIS IS NOT a THECLOGICAL TRUTH BUT A
GENERAL OBSERVATION} JESUS COMMITTED SUlcIipeE~ Jonn 10:317-18 Thtnwﬁane
doih wmy Fathen RLove me, becausa I Zoy down my &ife, thakt 1 might talke

A agodn., No mom takekh LXK friom me, buik 1 Rey Ai down of ma&&&£,.1
have powen to Ray Ak down, end I have powert ko take Ak agoln., This
cowmanciment have 1 necedved of my Fathen. JESUS COULD HAVE PREVENTED
HIS DEATH BY CALLING THE ANGELS TO RESCUE HIM BUT HE KNEW HIS DEATH
WAS MNECESSARY FOR THE SALVATION OF MANKIND (JORN 18:36-37). THE THING
10 REMEMBER IS THAT JESUS DIED EXACTLY ON TIME, EXACTLY IM THE PLACE,
AND EXACTLY FOR THE PURPOSE, GOD INTENDED.

IIl. THE CURE FOR SUICIDE: Many OF GOD'S MEN HAVE “DESPAIRED OF LIFE”
AND HAVE HAD TO SEE GoD's PURPOSE: PLAN: TIR POWER.

1. PauL- 11 Cor 1:8«9 Fon we would wnok, bneithrewn, havae gou Lgnonank
of oun fnoubRe which come 40 ues Jiwm Asla, that we werMe pressed ouk of
measune, above sinengih, Jdvesomuch thad we despaingd even of flfde: Buk
we had the senktence of death An ocunsefves, thok we o5 uld net trusk
AN cuwwelkves, buk An God which nobiseth tihe dead:

2. MOSEsS- NuM 11:14=15 1 am not ablle xo bean o this people alpme,
bacouse AL Lo xoo heavy fon me. And A4 thou denf thus with me, ki
me, 1 prnay thee, oukt of hend, A4 1 have {aund davon Ain thy sighk; aond
ek me Mok see My wneichedness. GOD THEN SHOWS HIM HIS PLAN TO
INCORPORATE OTHERS INTD THE WORK TO SHARE THE LDAD AND MIRACULOUISLY
PROVIDES QUAILS FOR FOOD FDR THE DISCONTENTED PEORLE.

3. ELIJAH SAT UNDER THE JUNIPER TREE AND ABKED TO DIE BECALUSE HIS
WORK WAS NOT APPRECIATED AND (GOD HAD TO RECOMMISSION HIM AND GIVE HIM
& HELPER~ ELISHA (I KiNngs 19). :

4. JOB FINALLY CAME TO THE PLACE IN LOSS OF FAMILY AND HEALTH THAT HE
REQUESTED TO DIE (JOB 6:8~9) AND HAD TO BE BROUGHT TO THE PLACE WHERE
HE DIDN'T JUST KNOW ABOUT GOD BUT HAD A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD (42:5).
5. I7's NOT A GOOD EXAMPLE BUT EVEN JONAH CAME TO THE PLACE IN HIS
"POUTING PREACHING” THAT HE WANTED TO DIE BECAUSE 50D WOULDN'T DO
THINGS HIS WAY~ JONAH 413 _

TODAY THERE ARE MULTITUDES OF PEOPLE LIKE THESE WHD HAVE ALLOWED
TROUBLES (PauL), PRESSURES (MOSES), ExHauSTION (ELTuaH) > HEALTH
(JoB)»s AND EVEN HURT PRIDE (JONAH) TO BRING THEM TO THE "END OF THEIR
ROPE”. THEY MUST COME TO ; O VB {WHAT He bOES
DOES NOT HAVE TO MAKE "SENSE™ 70 US} AND g {He
gILL ?EVER PO ANYTHING THAT 18 NOT ULTIMATELY FOR OUR GOOD AND HIS

LORYE,

SUICIDE 18 MNOT THE ESCAPE YOU'RE LOOKING FORS CaLvary Is!! You NEED
A PLACE OF DEATH BUT IT MUST BE THE CRGSS OF CMRIST WHERE YOI FIND
DEATH TO SIN AND SELF AND ABUNDANT LIFF IN SERVICE FOR THE LORD.



THE TwelveE DisciPLES Rev MIRCHEAL JONES
ADAS: The BevRaveR

WNE ARE DOWN TO THE FIﬂAL TWO DISCIFLES—-THE TWD MOST FAMOUSS THE
BETRAYER AND THE "LEADER"

WE KNOW LITTLE ABOWT THE CALL OR EAQ&BROUNQ oF Jupas IscarioT [THE
NAME [SBCARIOCT. MEANS "INHAngANT OF KERIQTH™ (A TOWN  IN SOUTHERN
JUDEA). IF THIS WAS USED TO DESIGNATE . 8'S HOMETOWN THEN JUDAS waS
THE ONLY DISCIPLE FROM THE SOUTHERN PART OF IsraEL]. HE was THE 30N
OF A MAN NAMED SIMOnN (JN 6:71) AND WAS THOUGHT TO BE A “ZEALOT"
ALTHOUGH THAT 18 NEVER $PECIFIQALLY SAlD. |

HE wAS WELL THOUGHT OF BY THOBE HE ASSDGCIATED WITH: 1) HE WAS THE
TREASURER OF THE DISCIFLES (JN 12:6). 2) WHEN JESUS SAID ONE OF THE
DIscCIPLES WOULD SETRAY Him THE QTHER DISCIPLES WERE MORE WILLING TO
says "Is 1T I?" INSTEAD OF "IT’® Jupas®.

THERE ARE 3 PHRASES THAT DESCRIBES THE SAD STATE OF JUDAS:

1. HIS SATANIC INFLUENCE- JIN, 6:70 71 Jesuws avswened ihem, Have mox 1
chosen Yyou rwellve, ond one o4 you Ais o devit £"devil” here means
demonl? He apalke of Judos I.ocwot. the som of Simon: fon he Ak uwos
that shouRd beiray him being one of ihe thﬁva,

Jn 13:27 And afien the sop Sokan entered into him. Then sodd Jesus
ko rim, That thou doesit, do quickiy.

JUDAS 1S THE ONLY MaN WHD I5 SAID TO BE INHABITED By SATANS DTHERS
ARE "DEMONM POSSBEASED”. BECAUSE OF THIS JUDPAS 13 THOUGHT BY SOME TO BE
THE ANTICHRIST TO COME~ COMPARE JoHN 17312 Whifg 1 wae wiih Xhem An
the wonRkd, 1 kepkt them An thy name: xhpse kthok thou gavest me I have
kept, ond none of ihem As Laei, buk Ahg son of pendiidion; Xhak xhe
sondipiune might be fuldilRed., wiTH II THESss 2:3 LeX mo mon deceive
you by ony meons: fan Ahakt doy shell wok come, exceri thene come o
{okfing ouwoy Sinsi, ond Ltheat maon of &in bz neveoled, “hg bon of
Qﬂlg&*.im:

NOTICE THAT JUDAS WENT FROM [DEMON POSSESSION TO TATANIC PO3BESSIONI
AND YET WHILE THIS WAS HAPPENING HE WENT WITH THE OTHER DISCIPLES TO
CAST OUT DEMONS aND HEAL DISEASES AND WAS CONSTANTLY UNOER THE
PREACHING OF JESUS. Hnw HORRIBLE 1T IS T SEE SOMEONE WITH
TREMENDOUS OFPORTUNITY ALLOW HIMSELF TO FALL INTD THE FPITS OF
CORRUPTION AND bEGRAQATLDN. YET IT HAPPENS: NOT 8T TO JUuDAS, BUT TO
MANY PEOPLE WHO ARE RAISED 1IN THE CHURCH AND WITH BIBLICAL TEACHING
BUT ALLOW THEMSELVES TD SE LURED BY THE WORLD: THE FLESH: AND THE
DEVIL AND TAKE THE DOWNWARD DIRECTION TO SHAME AND SIN.

THERE“ARE BEVERAL REAsaus THAT, Jqus May HAV5 FALLEN?

1. v gus W3 Ei HE WANTED HIm TO
BOLDLY PROQLArM meeagF AS KINB AND REVDkT AGAINST THE Romans. Tobay
THERE ARE MANY WHD BECOME DISILLUSIONED WITH THE CHURCH AND THE LORD
BﬁcAuaﬁ THINGS DDN T GO THE wAv THgv THINKE THEY SHOWLD.

2. g t : L o iz life- JoHn 12:6
SAYS THAT Juaas wns A THIEF. HE MAY HAVE PEARED BEING FOUND OUT BY
THE REMAINING DISCIPLES AND DISURACED. TODAY THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO
REFUSE TO ATTEND CHURCH BECAUSE THEIR PRIDE WAS HURT OR THEY DON'T
WANT TO FACE EXPOSURE.




II.)HIS SELFISH ATTITUDE-
A PR il QF '

he was Eit v .am Jn 12:4-5 Theu AOAth
discipRes Juda& Ibcnnkot S&man'n Lson, which should betnoy Wim, Why
was nok this olniment sold {on dthnee hundned pence, ond gliven o the
roon? This he sodd, nok thad he caned fon the poon: bul because he
woes o *khief, and had the bog, ownd bane what wos put theneln.

ToDAY THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO WANT THE CHURCH ONLY AS LOWG AS IY
BENEFITS THEM., THEY MAKE "RELIGIOUS” SOUNDS WHEN THEY ARE SICK OR IN
NEED BUT ARE QUICK 7D CRITICIZE CHRISTIANS ANE THE CHURCH IF
EVERYTHING IS NOT DONE TO $ATISFY THEM

5 5 ] = . for a
profit. MATT 26 14&16 Then one of tha tweﬁue, cuﬁkad Judas Iscard ok,
wevnt unke the chiefd pnlests, ond sold unto them, Ehokt wlill uyg gdve
me , and 1 wiff deldiven him unteo you? And xhey covenonted wiith kim fon
thuiniy pleces of sdflven. And 4fnom thox ime he sought ovppanikurdiy %o
betnay him. A FARMER BROUGHT GRAIN TO A BIN ONE DAY AND THOUGHT THAT
THE MANAGER DID NDT SEE AS WE STEPPED QN THE SCALE JUST AS THE GRAIN
WAS BEING WEIGHTED. THE MANAGER GAVE THE MAN HIS RECEIPT AND
COMMENTED» "YOU JUST SOLD YOURSELF FOR $10! IT IS AMAZING TODAY TO
SEE HOW MANY "[CHRISTIANS” ABANDON CHURCH FOR A B0 CEMT AN HOUR RAISE
OR A SUPFOSED SLIGHTY BY SOMEONE.

111 HIS SUICTDAL END- MATT 2T:3-5 Then Judoas, which had beinoyed
him, when he sow that he was condemmed, nepenked himseld, ownd bnoughik
agoin the &hinky pleces of sdlven 2o the chief pnliesis ond efldens,
Saging, T have alvned in that ‘I have hetnoyed idhe Lwnoceni bitood. And
they sodd, Whot Lo thoakt 2o us? see thou 1o thok. And he cast down the
pleces of sillven in the temple, ond daponited ond wanit and hanged
himaseflf .

ACTs 1:18 Now fhis man punchased a filelkd wiith the nowrnd of Anlquiiy;
ond foRkling heoadfong, he bunskt casunden In the midst . vrd ol hie
boweks gushed ouk.

IT IS BELIEVED THAT WHEN JUDAS HANGED HIMSELF TMl ROFE BROKE AMD HE
FELL UPON A ROCK WHICH PLUINCTURED HIM.

HE RETURNED THE MONEY AND ADMITTED TGO THE PRIESTS THAT HE HAD ERRED
BUT HAD CGNLY REMORSE FOR HIS SIN} NEVER REPENTANCE. ManNY TODAY ARE
SAD THAT THINGS AREN'T WORKING LIKE THEY EXPECTED AND FEEL REMORSE
WHEN THEY ARE CAUGHT IN A WRONG BUT NEVER TURN IN HUMBLE REPEMTANCE
TO CHRIST ADMITTING THEY ARE SINNER WHD'S DNLY HOPE IN LHRIST,

MANY ARE WILLING TO KISS THE SAVIDUR BUT AREN'T WILLING TO KNEEL
BEFORE Him! MATT 26:4T7-49 And whille he yri spoke,. Ro, JFudase, one of
the Awelve, came, ond wiih him @ gneokt mulktitude with swonds ond
skoavas, 4dnom the chief pniests ond elders of the peoplle. Mow he thak
betnoayed him gave them o aign, souing, Whomsoeven 1 shall kiss, that
bame Ao he! hofd him 4dask. And fanthulih he came to Jesus, ond sodd,
Houil , Mosdken;: and kissed him,

WHEN JEBUS EXHAMINEES YOUR BODKS WILL HE FIND & "THIEF AT HEART" AND
A BETRAYER;} OR WILL HE FIND A REPENTANT SINNER SAVED BY GRACE THROUGH
FaiTH??
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THE OISCIPLES L S * 'Rev MIRCHEAL JONTS

Jorn 13:21-30
WHILE ALL OF US saam TO FIND EXTRA PLEASURE IN CALLING SOMEDNE

“T£ACHER 8 PET", I'M OF THE BELIEF THAT WE DO S0 'OUT OF ENVY FOR THAT
PERSON’S PDSITIDN AND A cnny;NG T OBTAIN LOVE OR RECDGNITION THAT WE
THINK WE'VE LOST. TODAY WE'RE GDING TO LOOK AT THE APOBTULE JOHN ‘WHO
WAS CALLED "THE BELOVED™ BECAUSE OF HIS CWOSE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP
W1Tr THE LORD~— A RELATIONIHIP YHAT | HOPE ALL OF US ENVY AND HOPE TO
oBTAIN, LET’S SEE THE BACKGRDUNO oF JorN AND THEN THE BELOVED Joun's
RELATIONSHIP WITHR CHrRIST,

1. HIS BACKE&GUHDz
THE SON OF ZEBEDEE AND BROTHER OF st; dmm WAS A FISHERMAN FROM
THE TOWN OF CAPERNAUM. HE 18 THOWGHT TO BE THE YOUNGEST OF THE
DISCIPLES BUT HE WAS THE ONLY DIGCIPLE THOWEGHT TO HAVE DIED A NATURAL
DEATH. TRADITION SAYS THAT HE WAS.THE PASTOR OF THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS
FOR A TIME BEFORE HE WAS ARRESTED AND TAKEN 70 ROmE. [T 1S SAID THAT
ATTEMETS WERE MADE 7O KILL HIM BY THROWING HIM IN BOILING OIL AND BY
POISONING HIM BUT WHEN THESE ATTEMPTS FAJLED HE WAS EXILED TO THE
ISLE OF PaTmos (WHERE HE WROTE THE REVELATION).
HE wAS PART OF THE "INMER CIRCLE" DF DISCIPLES AND NICKNAMED
BOANERGESs "SONS OF THUNDER™ ALONG WITH HIS BROTHER JAMES. HE CAME
FROM A WEALTHY FAMILY {THEY HAD SERVANTS TO HELP WITH THE FISHING
BUSINESS) THAT WAS EVIDENTLY AaMBLITIOUNS (FIRST THEIR MOTHER AND THEN
THE BOYS CAME TO JﬁauﬁzTn ASK FOR THE POSITIONS OF HONOR IN JESUS'
KINGDOM) .,
SURPRIS INGLY Enouan. JOHN WAS PALRED WITH PETER RATHER THAN HIS

BROTHER JAMES. IN MANY OF THE MAJOR HAPPENINGS®

1. IN PREPARING FOR THE "LaST SurPER" (LUxkE 22:8),

2. HWrEN CHRIST wAS ON TRIAL (Jonn 18:16~16),

3. IN THE VIZIT TO THE TomB (JORN 20:4-6)

4, IN THE RETURN TO F1sHING (It was John who identified Jesus on the
shore ~John 21:7),

5. WHEN THE LAME MAN WAS HEALED AT THE TEMPLE IN ACTS CHAPTER 3» AND

6. WHEN THE COSPEL WAS CARRIED TO THE SAMARITANS (AcTs 8:14).

7. PaUL ALSC PAIRED HIM WITH PETER AND JAMES (NOT +H18 BROTHER) AS
PILLARS OF THE £arLY CHuRcH IN Gan 2:9,

11. HIS EXAMPLE:

HE I8 AN EXAMPLE OF THE Trangforming power Of Christ IN CHANGING THIS
"Son OoF THUNDER™ INTG A DISCIPLE OF LOVE.

HE 1S AN EXAMPLE OF TrE Practicml side of Christiapity IN HIS CARING
FOR JESUS 'S MoOTHER Mary.

HE 18 AN EXAMPLE OF THE Wiltnessinkx PART OF CHRISTIANITY IN HIS GOSPEL
wndtiten that ve might befleve ihak Jesusd 4is ihe Chndst, the Son
of God; anc Ahok believing we mighi have Ride thnoush his mama.
Cdovn 2Q:131).,

HE 18 AN EXAMPLE OF THE Disciplining PART OF CHRISTIANITY IN HIS BONK
oF I JOHN3 THAT HAS PROBABLY BEEN READ BY MORE NEW CONVERTS THAN
ANY DOTHER BOOK IN THE BIBLE,

HE 15 AN EXAMPLE OF THE NEED OF Separation ipn the Christian Jlife 1N
H1g s0oks oF [I Jomn (WHICH PORBIDS US TO EVEN BID "GODSPEED™ TO
THOSE WHO ARE DOING WRONG) AND JI! Jonn (WHICH DISTINGUISHES
BETWEEN TRUE AND FALSE WORKERS IN THE CHURCHI.



111. HIS CLDSE RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST:

ALL OF US OUGHT TO "ENVY™ AND EMULATE THE CLOSE PERSONAL
RELATIONSHIP JOHN HAD WYTH CHRIST. HOw BAD IT IS THAT THE FIRSY FAULT
CHRIST FOUND WITH THE CHURCH WAS THAT IT "LoST 1T7's FIRsT Love" (Rev
2:4),

WHILE LOVE FOR ONE ANCOTHER IDENTIFIES US As ‘DISCIPLES OF CHRIST (I
Jonn 4:7) 1T 1s DEVOTIQN T0 CHRIST THAT WILL MAKE US OBEY HIM (I

142115). AND IT 15 THIS DEVOTION AND DEDICATION THAT SEEMS TO BE
MISSING IN MANY PEOPLE 'S CIVES TOOAY-—~ MANY PEOPLE WORK FOR THE LORD
BECAUSE OF PRESSURE iMesTeAD oOF PLEASURE! 'Out oF OBLIGATION INSTEAD
o ADORATION!, How caw we OBTAIN mno ﬁkINTAIN A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP
WITH CHRIST?? rob

A) RBESIRE~ JOHN SAT CLOSE TO CHRIST AT SUPPER AND DESIRED TO BE
CLOSE TO CHRIST IN THE COMING KINGDOM. Do vou DESIRE 7O FELLOWSHIP
WITH ano WORK FOR THE LORD?? DR DO YOU SIMPLY DESIRE FOR TO MEET
YOUR EVERY WHIM AND EVENTUALLY PAMPER YOU IN THE PLEASUREE OF HEAVEN.
DESIRE WILL DRIVE YOU AND CAUSE You To S@parate rroM THE WORLD IN
ORDER TO BE CLOSE TO CHRIST AS WELL AS E#ierifioe YOUR TIME: MONEY.
AND EFFORT IN DRDER TO MAINTAIN A RELATIONSHIFP {IF MY WIFE WOULD HAVE
SAID SHE LDVED ME BUT WAS UNWILLING TO GIVE UP HER OLD BOY FRIENDS OR
COME LIVE WITH ME' THEN | WOULD HAVE REASON TO DOUBT HER STATEMENTS
YET MULTITUDES OF UHRISTIANS GUATHM TO LOVE THE LoD 80T STILL GLING
T THE WORLD AND BIVE LHRIST Tﬁttﬁ CRUMBS INSTEAD OF COMMITMENT}

B> DERICATION~ JoOMN WENT WITH JESUS To His TRIAL ST&?ED WITHR Him
AT THE CROSS, AND WAS THE FIRST MAW AT THE Tome. IF YOUR 'LOVE FOR
CHRIST 1S ONLY TCROCODILE TEARS "IN THE CHURCH™ THEN YOU "VE MISSED
REAL RELATIONSHIP., LOVE FOR CHETIST T2 STEADFAAT IN THE WMIBST OF
TRIALS AND TROUBLES AND STRENGTHENED BY SUFFERING TOGETHER (PAUL HAD
LOVED AND SERVED THE LORD FOR YEARS BUT HIS EARNEST PRAYER WAS THAT
HE MIGHT Wrow Chrulal, ond e powen of, is ncaunnectkon, and the
ﬁg&&Quaﬁaewﬁﬁwﬂ&a_auﬁﬁgnaaa; bodinyg ma&a nawﬁawmaaﬁa uwko his denth,
PHIC 33100,

DEDICATION MEANS COMMITMENTS A COMMITHMENT THAT WILL CARRY YOU
THROUGH THE TRIALB OF LIFEs INTD THE VALUEY OF DEATHs AND TO THE
GLORIOUS MORNING OF RESURRECTION!! [T'S KDT A COMMITMENT TO LOVE THE

LORD f?@T AS LONG AS THE SUN SHINES EVERY DAY BUT UNTEL DEATH DO LS
PART"

JESUS WILL REWARD YDU FOR YOUR LAébR BUYT HE WILL EXAMINE YOUR

LLove b Do vou LovE THE LORD TODAY ABOVE EVERVTHING ELSE IN THE
WoRrLO7??
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HOME COMING is thie Losptesbsr T, 198% | getnel Bible Institute,

Sunday {(September 11) and we’'re
logking for the biggest and best
sprvices of the vear. We suwpect
ALl of our "reqgulars” and many
Visitors in our Bible Study Hour
at 10:00am. Then at 11:00am we
will celebrate the lLard’a
Blessings on our Church during
thhe past year with special songs
and activities., The Choir will
dedicate cur NEW CHOIR CHAIRS
with a special arrangement of "I
Believe in a Hill called Mount
Calvary" before we receive pur
special Offering for Brother
Carlisle’s account. Missionary to
India, Rev. Carlisle Hanna, will
then deliver God’s Message.

Thern we’ll all join in a ﬁ@
time of Food and Fellobwship %g;
in the Fellowship Building- 5?
Time to renew ogld friendships and
make new ones; time to remember
old times by reviewing pictures
of past events {(that will be
posted throughout the building’s;
and time to enjoy some of the
best ceooking in this part of the
countryl

And the Day has hardly begunt!
From 2:00pm — 4:000m we will have

£% s SPECIAL SONB SERVICE

S featuring the "Saber’s

ﬂagﬁguartet” from Hemingway,
Special Music from Sister
Churches, and pur gown special
talent., We will also receive
another Special Offering for
Brother Earlisle’s Account to
give our sister Churches an
oprortunity to share in the

E7E§5iﬂq.

got of f to a good start with 8
students the first night. We
anticipate more in the following
weeks as word gets around about
the benefits to be derived from
the courses-—"Music Appreciation”
will help anyone that wants to
learn how to sing or sing petter
and "James" will help anyone who
faces real life situations and
wants Bible angwers. The sessions
meet each Tussday night from
7:30pm until 8:43pm and the cost
is only $23. Hope to see yau this
Tuesday at Brace FWB Church.
Pastor Jones will be teaching a
TEACHER TRAININE COURSE at
Bethany FWB Church of
Timmonsville Monday —~ Wednesday
from 7:30 -2:00pm. This 3 night
course 1s designed to show people
the seriousness uf their task and
then eguip thes to do thet task
in the best way possibie.
Monday- The Teacher Ty
Tuesday— The Tools
Wednesday— The Task :
Rev Rick Cason iz the Fastor of
this Tine Church and he invites
anyong to join then for these
special services,. (Everyone who
attends will receive a booklet of
notes to help them in thelir
teaching ).

Special Thanks to everyene who
ftag contributed to this work in
the past few weeks. Your help is
invaluable and appreciasted. God
is continuing to give more and
more "doors” for us to use and [
praiss HIM. Prescher Mike

T 3R NI 0 O MR IR IE T 00 B 0 AT TN W K W R A R I A N X R NS

Grore Free Will Haptiat Church
FOGox 100X .
Loke City, S C 25550

Monpeafit Organization
LS Pastoge Palb
Pati-mit ¥5



TEACHER TRAINING COURSE FPase 16 Rev FMrrcHEAL JONES

RAISING DEAD CHILDREN

11 Kimngs 4:18-37
In THIS STORY OF THE SHUNAMMITE 'S DEAD CHILD WE HAVE A CLASSIC
ILLUSTRATION OF WHAT I8 NEEDED TO "RAIBSE a DEAD CHirLp"” {(Lo®T ARE DEAD
IN TRESFASSES AND SINSJY.

I. THE MOTHER (PARENTAL CONCERN)
A) Her Faith~- "[T sSHaLL BE WELL" vs 23
B) Her Fervency- RIDE AND DON'T sSLacK. GraBBED ELISHA BY THE
FEET., HER SQuL IN HER VEXED )
£) Her Faithfulness- WouLDN'T LEAVE THE maN oF Gop (I'm NoT
Lteaving TIL I SEE HIM aALIVE).
11. THE SERVANT (Some EaABY way TO 00 THE 0B~ THERE IS MO EASY WAY
TO BIRTH A CHILDIELD

A7 WORRIED ABOUT OUTWARD SHOW~ VS 27

B SENT DN A JDB- GIRDED AND STEADFAST

C) FAILED~ AFTER RHAVING DONE ERACTLY A3 ORDERED!! THE STAFF wWas
GoOD (MOSES USED A STAFF) BUT NOT WHAT WAS NEEDED IN THIS CASE. THE
CHILD MEEDED SOMEDNE TO BrREATH THE BREATH OF LIFE
111. THE PROPHET .

A) Saw _the Problem- ChILD was DEAD: NOT asiLEEP

B) Zeparated the lsm- THEY THWO ALONE. THen HE PRAYEDS BUT HE

NEEDED MDORE THAN PRAYER!!

£) Shared the Preblem-~ STRETCHED HIMSELF (NOT SHWORTENED )~ CHILDREN
REQUIRE EXTRA EFFORT. I THEss 2:T7-8 Bui we wene genife amonsg wou,
even o & nuwwe chendlsheth hen childngn: £0 beding cfdeckionaiely
desinous of wou, we wene wifling 1o hoave impoanied 1o wouw, woik fhe
goaprel of God onky, buk aRso oun own soulles, brcause wou wene deon
unto ws, :

D> Sustained His Actions— Wamrm wasN'T ENDUSH: HE WANTED LIFE (IT°'s
NOT ENOUGH TO DRESS YOUNG CORPSES IN GOOD CLOTHES). A SNEEZE IS A
WONDERFIIL SOUND FROM A DEAD CHILD (MAN NOT KENOW ALL THE DOCTRINES ).

E) Salvation was wrought- A LIVE CHILD GIVEN TO MOM'S CARE (WNow
THE CHILD MUST BE FED»sy CLOTHEDs AND CARED FOR).

LEADING A CHILD TO CHRIST
(FrROM a TareE BY ED GrREEN)
MaATT 18:14 EBEven oo Ak As nok dhe wilR of goun Fathen which Jis An
heaven, thek ocue of Khese Ritile ones should pervish
CHRIST WOULD RATHER Save FROM siN THan OUT OF s1n.
REALIZE THE FDTENTIAL OF THE CHILD- I8 THIS ANOTHER MOODYs OR SuNDAY

WAYS TO TELL IF A CHILD IS INTERESTED IN SALVATION:
1. WHEN A CHILD STARTS ASKING ABOUT SPIRITUAL THINGS
2. WHEN A CHILD LINGERS BEHIND AFTER A LESSON
3. MISBEHAVING CHILDREN
SOME WANT ATTENTIONM BUT SOME WANT TO KNOW THE LOVE oF CHRIST.
4. ResPoNDS To INVITATION (CLASS OR CHURCH)
A. SOME FOR REDEDICATION (GET IT CLEAR IN THEIR MIND)
B. SOME FDR SALVATION (MAKE SURE THEY TELL YOU THEY 'RE SAVED)
C. UJTHER FPROBLEMS- LOVE STARVED), FAMILY FROBLEMS. ..
WORKING WITH THE CHILD:
1. ExPLAIN SIN (JOING WRONGs NOT DODING RIGHT )
2. EAPLAIN BOD HATES SIN BUT NOT THE STNNER
3. ExPLaIN GOD LOVED ENOUGH TO SEND CHRIST TO OIE FOR THEM
4. HAVE THEM FRAY A PRAYER OF FORGIVENESS




TRIUMPHANT IN CHRIST

[I Cor 2:14 Now kfhanks be unio God, which cfwoys c.o.uxse{:.h we kLo
tniumph An Chaist, and makeih manifect the oovoun of Ris knowladge by
uwe An aveny ploace. .

4 REASON WE DON'T HAVE THE VICTORY: . ]
1. S@lf- Rom T:24 0 wnetched mon that I aml who sholRfl deRiven me fnom

the bodu of Ahis deakh?
HE FPAMFPER OUR SELF
We ExcuseE ourR SELF

2. Sin- I Jorwn 1:8 14 we soy thak we hove Mo sdn, we decedive
gurwsefves, ond dhe dnuth ib not An us. {(THE VERY ACT OF SAYING WE
HAVE NO SIN 15 A Stnli)

SINg OF UMISSION- GOOD WE FAIL TO DO

SiNns OF CovISSIoN- Ban WE Do 00

3, Slothfulness- MarRk 4:18-19 And dhese one they which ane sown among
ihorns; such as heoan Ahe wond, And ithe cones of this world, ond the
decedifubiness of niches, and Lhe fusie of obthen thinge entening An,
choke the wond, and AiX becomeih un{nudifui,

TrE WORLDs WEALTH: AND WANDERING EVES TAKE AWAY FRUIT AND
FRUITLESSNESS IS FAILURE

4, Satan- EPHESIANS 6312 Fon we wnesile ok agadinet fRzsh ond blood,
buk agoinsi wruncipofiiies, ageinel powerns, ogodnsit the nufers of the
dankness of Lhis workd, agoivei spindiucfl wickecness An high pRaces.

DiseuiseE- HE COMES AS AN ANGEL OF LIGHT

DESTRUCTION~ HE COMES AS A ROARING LION

DECEIT- HE 1S THE FaTHER OF LiEs

BuT PAuL. TOLD THE CORINTHIANS THAY THERE WAS A WAY TO VICTORY:
1. The F of h- ALways <CWE WON'T ALWAYS BGET DUR WAY BUT

VEE CAN KMODW THAT AlLL THINGS WORK TOBETHER FOR THE GDOD TD THEM THAT
LOVE THE L ORD AND ARE THE CALLED ACCORDING TD HIS PURPOSE). 1T'S NOT
50 BAD TO FIGHT WHENM YOU ALWAYS KNOW YOU'RE GOING TO wIiniil

2. The Place of Triumph- IN CHRIST (NOT "PHYSICALLY™ WITHIN BUT BY
FAITH ACCEPTING CHRIST AS YDOUR SUBSTITUTE AND SACRIFICE. LIKE CHRIST
THE WILL OF THE FATHER AND THE WORK OF THE FATHER ARE THE MOST
TMPORTANT THINGS IN YOUR LIFE)D.

3. The Source of Triumph- GOD...CAUSETH (WHAT A GLORIOUS PRIVILEGE

IT IS TO NOT HAVE TO DEFEND ON YOUR OWMN STRENGTH AND ABILITY TO
HANDLE DIFFICULTIES. YO SIMPLY TaKE THEM TO GOD IN PRAYER AND
BELIEVE His PROMISES. WHaT A RELIEF THAT 18D,

s 92:4 Fon fhou, Lond, host macie me glhoo xhnough thiy work: T widl
xnaumph AN Ahe wonks o4 thy hands.,

P3 106:47 Save ws, O Lond oun God, ond aathen ws 4riom among ihe
heakien, 2o give Xhonks unks Lhy hoRy name, and ke taiumph in thy
[ R

ARE vou DEFEATED OrR TRIUMPHANT??



THE UNKNOWN DISCIPLES

We xMDOW NOTHING ABOUT SEVERAL OF THE DI1sCIPLES EKCEPT TH?;RV::?EQ.
TRE RBIBLE GIVES US ND MORE DETAILS ABOUT THEM AND HISTDRYEN Y o
VAGUE ABDUT THEIR MINISTRY AND DEATH. LET'S EXAMINE THE FEVEN RS
WE DD KNOW AND DETERMINE SOME LESSONS ABOUT HOW Gop USES

HEROES” TO ACCOMPLISH His WORK.

[. JAMES THE SON OF ALPHEUS R
[HE SON GF ALPHEUS aAND CLEGPAS WITH POSSIBLY MATTHEW AND THALDDEUS

AS HIS BROTHERS L[ALTHOUGH MOST FEOPLE THINK THEY SIMPLY HAD FATHERS
H THE SAME NAME ], )
“IgDME savAﬁE WROTE THE BOCK OF JAMES, ALTHOUGH THIS IS NOT LIKELY.
TRADITION INDICATES THAT ME WAS A PERSON OF STRONG CONYICTIONS AND
A FIERY PERSOMALITY. THESE TRAITS ALNNG WITH HIS COMPANIONS SEEM TO
MAKE HIM & MEMBER OF THE ZEALOTS _
Hiz DEATH IS ZAID TO HAVE OCCURRED SOMEWHERE 1IN PERSIA. HE WaS
STONED:» BEATEN TO DEATH WITH CLUBS, AND THEN SaWN IN HALF.
H13 AFCBTOLIC SYMBOL IS A SAW.

IT. SIMON THE ZEALOT

HE waS EROM THE AREA DF LCANAANs AND WAS PUBLICLY KNOWN AS A ZEaLDT.
HE wAS SO ACTIVE IM THIS REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT UNTIL 1T BECAME A
PART OF H1S IDENHTIFICATION.

NOTHING ELSE IS REVEALED ABOUT HIM IM SCRIPTURE; AND TRADITION HAS
NDTHING TO SAY aBOUT HIM.

HE IS SAID TO HAVE DIED A MARTYR ALTHOUGH NO DETAILS ARE KNOWN.

His APOSTOLIC SYMBOL 1S A FISH LYING ON AaM OPEN BIBLE. THIS IS
BECAUSE HE CHANGED FROM A FISHERMAN T A FISHER OF MEN.

THESE TWO DISCIFLES REPRESENT THE vaST THROMG OF CHRISTIANS WHO
NEVER mMakKE THE "FRONT PABE™ BUT wWHO ARE STILL FPART OF Gon's PROGRam.
1. <Hanes j igentifie m his fami $ EVEN AS MANY
CHRISTIANS ARE DAILY WORKIMNG TO BRING THEIR FAMILY TO THE LORD AND
DEVELOP THEM INTO THE FAMILY THEY SHOULD BE. THESE FEOFLE GO ABQUT
THEIR LIVESI EARNING A& LIVING RAISING THEIR CHILDREN: SUPPORTING THCE
CHURCH: AND LIVING THE "ORDIMARY LIFE™., BUT REMEMBER THE OMLY "CLAIM
TO FAME"™ THAT THE SaINTS LISTED IN BeENesSIs DHaPTER B HAVE IS THaAT
THEY RALSED CHILDREN! AND PASSED TO THESE CHILDREN THE EXPECTATLIOM OF
THE COMING MESSTar, WHEM GoOD callLS THE ROLL OF THE "HEROES OF HEavEN™
Wit HE SAY ABOUYT ONE DF YOUR CHILDREN: "HE WAS THE SOM OF ....."77

2. Simon is j ntifi ig lov (=3 ktey. A "ZeEaLDT"
WAS SOMEONE WHD WANTED [SRAEL FREED FROM DOMINATION BY ROME 50 BAD
UNTIL THEY WERE WILLING TO GIVE THEIR LIVES IF NECESSARY TO
ACCOMFLISH THAT. [HE FACTS THAT THIS ZEAL WAS MANY TIMES MISPLACED
AND MO ZEALOT BECAME A LEADER OF THE DISCIPLES MAY POIMT DUT SOME
DISADVANTAGES IN THIS TYFE BEHAVIOR BUT I BELIEVE THERE IS A FLACE IN
THE CHRISTIAN L1IFE FOR PEOFLE WHO NOT ONLY LOVE THELIR CHURCH BuT

ALSD LOVE THEIR COUNTRY. PEOPLE LIKE FOLICEMEMN:; TEACHERSy OOCTGRS AND
NURSES: AND EVEN POLITICIANS [MANY OF THE GREAT MEHN OF (DD IN THE
BIBLE WERE INVOLVED IN GOVERMMENT 1., THESE PEOPLE HELP MAINTAIN A
STABLE SOCIETYs A LEARNED SOCIETYs A HEALTHY SOCIETYr AND A REGULATED
SOCIETY AND 45 SUCH BECOME PART DOF Gop's SYSTEM- Rom 1311-2 Lex eveny
aoul be subdect unis Ahe highen powens, Fon thene 4s no powan buk of
God' tha powens that be one ondained of God. Whasoeven thenefone
nesdsteth the wrowen, nesiskerh the andinmomce of Gowt: ond thew thot
nesdsi. sheff necedive unio themeselves oormorion.,

YOU MaY BE AN "UNKNOWN DISCIPLE” TGO THIS WORLD BUT REST ASSURED
THAT LOD KHNOWS EVERY THING YOU DO AND WILL REWARD YOU ACCORDING TO
WHAT HE SEES INSTEAD OF WHAT MEN SAY.

-



WHEAT

Jonn 12:24

I. SOME WILL BE SATISFIED TO BE HUSK

A) No Purpg@e-_Ps 114 The UnsodRly ane nok so! but ane Like the
chodd which the wind dndiveih away. SIN I3 mISsiNGg Gop's PLAM FOR
YOUR L IFE.

By No Profit- Jer 23128 Whok is the Choadd ko the wheai? FI1T OoNLY TO
BE BURNED. THE MaN WHO HID HIS TALENT WAS COMDEMNED.

L) NBg Pridg- THE PRODIGAL wWOULD HAVE FILLED KIS BELLY WITH THE HJSK
OF THE WHEAT: FIT ONLY FOR THE Hosslt (LUke 153163

I1. SOME WILL BE HﬂRVES?ED FOR, BREAD

A) Some will be Unmilling Brasdi THE DISAPPOINTMENTS AND
UNEQUALNESS DF LIFE WILL GRIND YOU UP} THE FURNACE OF AFFLIGCTION
HIL?!BAKE YOUT AND THE WORLD wWILL EaAT YOul!  AND HUNGER THE NEXT
pavl

By Some will bae Living Bread: Joun 6:51 1 am the fiving bncod
which come doum 4dnom heaven' if any men eax of ihis bnead, he sholl
Live fonevan; ond the bnead dhakt 1 will agive is my fhzah;i whdeh 1
wARR gAve don Ahe Lide of ihe wardld. THERE 13 SOMETIMES 4 NEED FOR
THIS TYPE OF SACRIFICE. WE aRE AT warl! SOMETIMES YOU MUST
SACRIFICE A FEW LIVES TO SAVE MANY,

117, SOME WILL BE SEED TC GROW MDRE Jonn 12:24 Verdly, Venily, 1 say
unkto wou, Except a cormn. of wheat faR Ainke the gnound and diei Ak
abideth oReone; buk ifd it die, it bringeih fonith much fnuik.

SEPARATION™ “A CORN OF WHEAT” CAN'T GROW IN THE Bac!
SACRIFICE- "FALL INTO THE GROUND AND DIE” ONLY wWAY TO LIFE
SUBSTANCE~ ™IT BRINGETH FORTH MuCH FRUIT"

THE RQHUIREﬂﬁﬁWS FOR GROWTH:

1. SEED- ThHE WoOrRD OF Goo (Mamrk 4: 14)

2, SQIL- 4 KINDS OF HEARERS: WAYSIDE (OISTRACTEDY, Harp "HearT" (No
ENDURANCE )s CHOKED (B8Y WEEDS OF THe WORLD)s FRUITFUL (Mamx 4315-20)
3. SUN~ THE ENERCY EMAMATING FROM THE SUN WARMS THE EARTH S0 THE SEED
Wil SPROUT. THE SUNLIGHT ALSO GIVES THE PLANT LIFE [PHOTOSYNTHESISI.
IN THE SAME WAY THE WORD GROWS' UNDER THE PULL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND
CHRISTIANS LIVE. IN THE POWER OF (0B,

4. WATER- NomRMALLY COMES DURING RAIN STORMS OR FROM RDOTS BURIED DEEF
BENEATH THE EARTH? EvEN 50 CHRIBTIANG NEED THE STORMS OF LIFE TO
DEVELOF US AND WE FIND STRENGTH IN A DEEP PRIVATE RELATION2HIP WITH
HE LORD.

ARE yOu CHAFF OR WHEAT?? ReMeMBER THE CHAFF WILL BURNY!

ARE YO WILLING TO BE "SAKED” DR "BurRIED” FOR THE WORK OF Goo?
WHEN HARVEST DAY COMES WILL YOU BE GATHERED WITH THE WHWEAT OR CTAST
ASIDE WITH THE WEEDS?Y?



STRIVE

' 2 - 53
2 T 1S FaItTws IT 'S ALSC A FIGHT.“TH
CHRISTIAN LIFE 1S5 NMOT SIMPLY } s /

ﬂ}gzipgiﬁﬁ ANt DEDICATION MEEDEDR YO BUECEssiﬁkzg gégitP:;angoi .

| * [ ; Many CHRIS : .
Wil FOR YOUR LIFE I8 MISSING IW - o
RESULT THE DEVIL IS DESTROYING OUR FOUNDATIONS Aﬁn QUﬁF:;?£;£E§O oo
WANT TO LOOK AT SOME THINGS THE Bisie COMMANDS USNTG 2
ANG HELP US TO SEE OUR OBLIGATION To Goo aND HIs WORK.

F BIBLE ARE 3TRIVE: ) -
§:EIgiﬁﬂkﬂgz;gatzﬁzsiizgagé. LiE 131249 Sknive ko enken Av ok the :

stnait gake: Lon many, 1 baly umto wou, Wik oeek iﬁ enien Jw, and

shaldl 7ok be able. THE WORD "STRIVE" HERE mgnug TO S?RUGGLEmTW . _
ACCOMPLISH SOMETHING™ AND LITERALLY MEANS TO "STRUGGLE AS INLAQDNY .
THTS INVOLVES TETERMIMATION AND A WILLINGNESS TD SUFFER 70 ACCOMPLISHD
SOMETHING. COMPARE THAT WITH THE avVERAGE THRISTIAW TODAY WHO 1S S
UNWILLING T DO ANYTHING FOR THE LORD IF 1T INVOLVES INCOMVIENCE OR |

DISCOMFORT. How MaNY CHRISTIANG "WRESTLE" IN PRAYER, FAST, READ THE
BIBLE REGULARLY?
€. For the Magtery (REWARD GSIVEN TO THE WINNERDY II Tim 215 STRIVE

(70 CONTENT IN THE GAMES] POR THE mMASTERY (SEE | Cor 9:25- And eveny
mon Lhok airdveln 4don the maeteny J4s dempenoiz Ay 6RA things. Mow
they do Ak o obloin o connupiible cnown; buk we on Ancorrwpilbfe, )
AMERICAM PRATSE QUR OLYMPIC ATHLETES BUT FEW OF THEM ARE WILLING TO
PUT 1IN THE TIME AND EFFORT OF THE ATHLETE 1IN ORBER T0O BECOME THE
"BEST IN THE WORLD™. IN SIMILAR FASHIONy MOST CHRISTIANS WOULD LIKE -

TO DD SOMETHING "GREAT™ FOR THE LORD BUT ARE UNWILLING TO PUT IN THE
NECESSARY TIME AND EFFORT.

3. Against Sin HEB 1214 YE HAVE NOT YET RESISTED UNTC BLOOD,
STRIVING AGAINST SIN. HERE THE WORD MEANS "TO STRUGGLE AGAINST" AND
GIVES THE I1DEA OF STRUGGLIMG TO THE POINT OF INJURY. MOSY CHRISTIANS
SEEM MUCH MORE EAGER 70 EMBRACE SIN THAN TO EXPOSE IT. ARE WE -
STRUGGLING AGAINST SIMN OR SNUGGLING UF TO IT7277?

4. A8 A group- IN PravyeEr Rom 15130 Siriving {To sTRUGGLE N
COMPANY W1TH] Xogeihen An prayens. GROUP PRAYERS ARE GREATLI

For FarTe PHIL 1127 Sindve kogethen 4on the Fadlkh
A BODY OF BELIEVERS TEND TO ACT AS “CHECKS AND BALANCES" ON SOMEONE
STRAYING FROM THE RIGHT FATH™ BUT THERE MUST BE CONDERN.

2. Not about mords~ 11 Tim 2114 Sinive mot about wonds 1o no pnoddi
Do we sImPLY TALK A BODD LIFE OR LIVE ONE??

6. In God's Powep- CoL 1:29 Wheneunko 1 aRso Raboun, .siriving
scconding o his wonking, which wonketh An me mightiy. DO WE REALIZE _

THAT ALL OF QOUR EFFORTS WILL FAIL APART FROM THE POWER OF Gop?? Do
WE CONCEQUENCLY SEEK TG HAVE THAT POWER ON OUR LIVES??

Uom'x Sxmrivk wixlh God- [saTan 45:9 Woe unto him xhai Lrrbvern wikth v
his Maker] Let the potshend siriive with the rokohends of the =zonth.
Shaftd the clay say Lo him thot Loshionekh Ak, Whok moketh thou? on
Ahy wonk, He hoth o handse? BuT REALIZE THAT GOD WILL NOT ALWAYS -

STRIVE WITH vou!! GEN 6:2 My Spisudi shalf mot aflwows sinive Lra
AFFEAR IM CDURTI] with man -
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Bible Study Hour 10:00am
Morning Evenigelistic Service 11:00am
{Live ever WIOT )

Evening Worship Service G00pm
¥ednesday Proyer Servies T:30pm

Mircheal Jones, Pastne  (803) 394-3725

[Val VI Num 15

348 ILawrerce 8t * P O Box 1003 * Laks Lity, & C 295460

We WELUOME tr=. Lila

| Beptanbar 22, 1988 | service in which a

Tisdale into the
ﬁ%ﬁﬁéglﬁgFeilowahip of our
Church. Mrs. Lila has aftended gur
Church for many years as an "Honorary®
rembey and we are proud bto have hev
oifigially ag ong of our “Family " now.
P ENTHETRE I LR r N B ST AR REILEINN]
Him&CWbl‘&a»am a byvemendous
SUCCESS and | praise God for all
tre work and cooperztion that was
gvident . We enjoyed Brother
Carlisis’ s Sermon argd the Sabhersg’
Hinging {Tapes available for
srivan® desiring them) and
appreciate the large number of
visitors and farmer members that
attended during the day. We were
sspetlally appreciative of the
offering vereived for Brother
Fﬁﬁ;: fLarlisle’'s Rccount—— $3120G
e T52686 fram Sand Hill FWB
Churchi %189 from Salem FWE
Thurehs %79 Trom Camp Branch FWE
Churcity $50 from 8t John FWB
Churchy $129.83 from Lebanon FRE
Churely; 3100 from Gilead FHB
Cruarchi end $83848.13 from Grace
FHE Church., New Town FWB Chureh
also cantributed but it was sent
irgctly to Brother porwoed and 1
oo Aot know the amountl. Thank the
LLard Tar tiwrse churches jolining us
in o thiw wvery worthwhile effovrt.

The LADIES ﬁWXILEﬁHY really
"Pulled ong” on toe Pastor and
Faula during thelr regular meeting
s‘miua-,, They azked me to stisnd

vince they were installing
afficers bhut as snon a5 they
coveluded with that they went into
5 specisl FPastor Appreciation

nusber of the Ladies gave very

- kind comments centered aroung
various words that describe the
Pastor. Also included was & askit
by Connie rMathis and Busan Spring
about what spme mesbers "Might®
say abowt a FPastor (Which "earned”
tham the right to ““Yoluntesr” to
be on the "Family Fun Might®
Committest! !l . They concluded ithe
service with a3 $23 gift ito Paula
and 1 sg I could carcy haevy tao
supper angd then sevved the
Pastor’®s favorite mealy Hot Daogs!.
FPauls and I +4hanl them for thesir

kindness.
@m@@}mﬁﬁﬁ R
You’re 1n & %RthlﬁL THEAT Thas
Sunday MNight. Brother Russel
Lowder gbtained angy is allowing
us to uses a Yideo entitled "tikhers
Jesus Walked". It shows bhe Holy
Land and allows us to sew &

semb lance of what 1k must have
looked like during thes time of
Jesus’ Ministry. We will view it
durivg our Evening Sarvice

| beginning at &:00pm.

Part of the reason wa'rg aixle to

ldo this is the purchase of a new
VLR for the Qutreach Hinistry

{Flus the Large scresn TV that was
donated to the Church marlier #his
vear) ., The Lord kept laying on my
heart recently to buy a VER tat 1
didn’t have any desire to. do so. 1
have a number of other things that
I feit were more imporiant for the
ministry but the Lord would not
give me any rest so [ went ahsad
and purchased it.

fContinued on backld
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Mow [’'m beginning to
sge soma of the
posgsibilities—
Increased use of
Vigeos (We are
planning a series of
Ffamily help videos in
pur Sunday School
saonl, recoarding of
gur Sunday Morning
dervice and then the
digstribution of
several Videos of our
Services as well as
our continued
Cassette Minigtry
{Thwat will alklow
people tu see as well
as haar Bod's
Hlessings an our
Church?, and
eventually we’ll get
= used tn seeing
ourselves on TV until
ma’ll just assume
that’s where we need
to be!ll
This is made possible
because of Prayers
and contributions and
I appreciate everyone
who has continued to
support this ministry
of getting as many
people as possible to

Know and Show
Christ (Feople like

Rev tLarry McAlister,
Mre Sylvia Anderson,
Wilbur Hicks, Mr and
Mrs John D Otnes; and
a number of cthers
who have given an a
regqular basis
recently. You don’y
krnow how much I value
vour trugst and how
Hard 1 try to make
sure that | use your
contributions wisely
ang in the Will of
the Lordl,

fAnocther area of
extitement is the

vETY rea: prmbability

that we will move-the

Music Appraciation
Class Trom Tuesday
Night to Sunday
Might! This will make
iX a peart of our
normal Choir Practice
and allow many more
nembers of the Choir
to take this very
valuable training. It
vwas almost
unbeljesvable to see
how God worked out
the arramgements for -
this (1 ke&p getting
the Teeld that BGod
has something VERY
special in store for
our. Cholir the way
He’s bean working

“with them recentliy). ,

Many of the Cholr
members could not
attend the Tuesday
night classes because
of tther commitments
sc 1 asked Brother
Tomny GrahLm it he
would consider giving
the course for a wWeek
(Hoping tb get as
many as pnsslble to
atterd 5 nights .in a
row instead of one
night 13 weeks in a
raw) . He suggested
that we have it on
Bunday Night and 1
immadiately became
VERY EXCITED. 1 did
not know that his
schedule allows him
to be off most Sunday
Nights but that will
work sut 50 well with
us because we
normally have Choir
practice on Sunday
night anyway., I
haven’t had the
opportunity to talk
with the Choir about

it veé.but I feel

cmure they will be
agremable and we htipe

Tt start Sunday unight
Bct. 9. (Just & note

here for gther

Pastors. Brother
Tommy doos an
excellent Job and has
expressed an interist

" in dolng this type of

courge in other
churches as part a¥
his ministry for the
Lord. 1'11 be glad to
get you in contact
with himif you're
interested in having
Him AFTER he works
with our Choir’.

If you think our
choir svunds good on
cassette wait until
you see them on video
with their new sang
hookssy new choir
chairs, in their new
choir lofts with
their new prgan and P
A Systems all of
which have been added
this year. Now if I
can just get them to
wear choir robes, get
enough new people
into the Church so
that they will have
to stay in the choir
loft during the
s¢rmon; and stay
awake! things will

really brighten up in

our church.

“And pt-.:npie ask me vhvi -

smile 9)1 the time?? Vho
<an helpit when every
week brings something
new and exciting from the
Lord. Hope 10 see ypu in
some of our services soow,
May the Lord Eless you o5
you serve HIM.
Preacher Mike



THE DISCIPLES REv MiRcHEAL JONES

WE HAVE COME TO THE LAST OF THE APmsTLEs; THE ONE THAT IS ALWAYS
L TBIrER FLEST. WE HAVE OISCOVERED A LITTLE ABOUT EACH OF THE' OTHERS
AND TRIED TO APPLY THE!R CHARACTER TO REAL LIFE SITUATIONS BUT WE
HAVE NOT "LINGERED AT LENGTH” ON AMY OF THEM. WE wWILL WITH PETER.

A BRIEF REVIEW AND THEN “WE WILL TAKE AN OVERVIEW OF PETER'S LIFE
AND MINISTRY. WE BEGAN BY LOCKING AT PETER'S BROTHER ANDREWS THE
FIRST DISCIPLE CALLEG: THE FIRST HOME MISSIONARY:' AND; BY BRING THE
GREERS, THE FIRST FORETGN MIissIomARY AMONG THE DISCIPLES. NEXT we
LOOKED AT THOMAS '™ DOUBTS (AND SAW SOME OF QUR OWND» “THADDEUS *
QUESTION ABOUT JEBSUS' PHYSICAL MANMIFESTATION: How CHRIaT BROUGHT a
"WHITE COLLAR WORKER™ INTD THE ahﬁﬁhltuﬂcmLLtuofﬂaffwﬁw, FHE FACT
THAT JESUS APPROVED OF: THE "GUTLELESS™ LIFESTYLE OF NATHANAEL Y
UNCOVERED TWO "UNKNOWN DTSCIPLES™: UAMES OF ALPHAEUS “AND SIMON THE
ZEALOT) LODKED AT YHE PRIDE OF JAMESD: oxﬁh&vanao wWHY JOHN WAS THE
BeLoveDy DETERMINED TO BE WITHEASES LIKE PHILiPr aﬂo shnﬂﬁwzb mvzn
THE ;BETRAVAL OF JUDAS. NOW WE WANT T0 LODK AT "PETERs THE LiTTie ~
RGCK™ AND: BY GAINING SOME' INSIGHT INTO HIS MINISTRY: LEARN MURE
ABOUT HOW WE CaN SERVE GOD AND BUILD A RELATIONSHIF WITH HIM.

LET ME QUOTE A PARAGRARH FROM ALEXANDER WHYTE'S BOOK OF CHRISTIAN
CHARACTERS ABOUT PETER~ "THE FOUR BosSPELS ARE FULL OF PETER. AFTER
THE MAME OF OUR LORD HIMSELFs NDO NAME COMES UP S0 OFTEN [N THE 4
GosPELS AS PETER'S. NO DISCIPLE SPEAKS S0 OFTEN AND éﬁ M&CH a8 PETER.
OurR LORD BPEAKS OFTENER TO PETER “THAK TO ANY OTHER OF Hiw DYSCIPLESs
SOMETIMES 1IN BLAME AND SOMETIMES In PRAISE. NG D!SCIPLE 18 80
POINTEDLY REPROVED:BY OUR |LORD AS PETER: AND NO stc:PLzs EVER
VENTURES T0O REPROVE HI1s MasTer ‘BuT PETER, NO DISCIPLE EVER SO BOLOLY
CONFESBED AND QUTSPOKENLY ABKNOWLEDEED AND ENCOURAGES OUR LORD AS
PETER REFEATEDLY DID} AND NO ONE EVER INTRUDEDS AND INTERFERED, AND
TEMATED Him AS PETER REPEATEDLY DID. HIS MASTER SFOKE WORDS OF
APPROVALs AND PRAISE; AND EVEN BLESSING TO PETER THE LIKE DF WHICH He
NEVER SPOKE TO ANY OTHER MAN, AND AT THE SAME TIMEs AND ALMOST IN THE
SAME BREATH; HE SAID HARDER THINGS T0O PETER THAN HE EVER SAID TO ANY
oTHER OF HIS DISCIPLES) UNLESS IT WAS FERHAPS TO' ubag, ™

No OTHER DISCLPLE BPAKE AS OFTEN AND A9 cdanaafcfbﬁv AT PETERT
"OEPART FROM ME; FOR [ AM A SINFUL' Many' O LORG/ LW, wWE HAVE LEFT ALL
AMD FOLLOWED THEE] WHAT SHALL WE' HAVE THEREFORE?. LORL, IF IT éﬁ
THOU s :BI0 ME COME UNTO THEE ON THE WATER/ LORDs SAVE ME' THOW" ﬁﬁT
THE CHRISTy THE SON oF THE LIvIng GoD/ BE 1T FAR FROM THEE, LORDS
THIS SHALL MNEVER BE To THEE. THOU SHALT NEVER WASH MY FEET/ NOT My
FEET OMLY» BUTALSO MY HANDS AND' MY HEAO. THOUGH ALL MEN DENY THEE’
YET WILL NOT [/ I ®NOW NOT THE Man!.”  HE ASKED H&h OFTEN ME HAD TO
FORGIVE HIS BROTHER AND LATER WEPT &S JES(S 'AsSkED Him» "Do vou vae
ME MORE THAN THESE?". HE SLEPT WHILE JESUS WAS CONVERSING wWITH MoSes
AND ELISA ON THE MoOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION BUT THEM WANTED TD BUILD 3
TABERNACLES FOR THEM AND REMAIN 6N TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN.

ALMOST LIKE A WAVE OF THE SEA: WE SEE PETER TIME AFTER T;M&*ﬂzgﬁ O
SPLENDID HEICGMTS ONLY TO TOME CRASHING DOWN AGAINL IN 1T's "BIRTHING
STAGE™ THE CHURCH NEEDED A MAN WITH THE EMOTION AND ENTHUSIABM OF
PETER] THAT'S WHY CHRIST GAVE HIM THE "REYE OF THE KINcOOM™. LAaTEr
THE CHURCH WOULD NEED BTABILITY AND DIRECTION AND GoOD HAD PAUL
"WAITING IN THE WINGS™> BUT IN IT'S INFANCY PETER 1S THE “"PEsBLE"
THAT GOD WOULD USE TO "CRACK THE EGG"™ AND ALLOW THE CHURCH TO SPRING
FORTH INTO LIFE., IsSN'T 1T WONDERFUL HOW GOD USES DIFFERENT PEOPLE AND
PERSONALITIES TO ACCOMPLISH HIS wWorkK!



I. HI ROUND

BORNSIE&gggHSAIDA: HE LATER MOVED 10 CaPERNAUM WHERE HE WAS A
FISHERMAN: PARTMNERED WITH JAMES AND JoRN (LUXE B:10J)., HE WAS MARRIED
(MATT 8:14) AND POSSIBLY CARRIED HIS WIFE WITH HIM AS HE TRAVELED (I
Cor 9:5),

HIS NAME WAS ORIGINALLY SIMON BUT JESUS CHANGED 1T To CeEPHAS (PETER
in GrReek= THE PEBBLE: LITTLE ROCK) SIGHIFYING HIS RELATIONSHIP TO
CHRIST: THE ROCK. THIS WAS NOT A DESCRIPTION OF WHMAT HE WAS BUT WHAT
HE COULD BECOME IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST. HE WAS A MAN OF ACTION
AND ENERGY» A NATURAL LEADERI AMD YET IMPULSIVE: RASHs HASTY> AND APT
TO ACT WITHOUT THINKING. YET GIVEN THE TIME TO CONSIRER SOMETHING HE
SEEMED TO GAIN AN INSIGHT ABOVE THE OTHER DISCIPLES (HIS CONFESSION
OF CHRIST AS SAVIOUR..,.). _ )

I THINK ALL OF US CAN SEE OUR SELVES IN THE CHARACTER OF PETERS
MOMENTS DOF FAJITH FOLLOWED BY MOMENTS OF FAILURES: WE TRY TO BE A Rock
PLT WE FEEL LIKE SHIFTING SAND. LIKE PETER, WE WANT TO WALK ON WATER
BIT WE WILT IN STORMY SEAS [SOME TEACH A GREAT SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
UNTIL IT'S THEIR CHILD THAT'S SIck]3 WE caArl CHRIST: CHRIST BUT
REBUKE HIM FOR DOING GOD’S WILL IN GOING TD THE CROSS [WE WORSHIP HIm
ON SUNDAY MORNIMG BUT CAN'T UNDERSTAND WHY HE'S BUILDING PATI@NCE :
WITH A TRAFFIC JaMm ON MONDAY MORNINGI; WE CUT OFF THE SERVANT'S EAR
TO DEFEND CHRIST AND END UP DENYING Him IN THE CourTYArRD LIT'S EASY
TO BE A "SOLDIER OF THE CROS3" IN CHURCH BUT HARDER WHEN EVERYONE AT
WORK OR IMN CLASS IS5 LAUGHING AT RELIGIOUS FANATICSI.

1I. HIS BEGINNING- Lyxe 5:1-11 Jdopn 1:40-42

A) His Nged- HE HAD TO BE BROUGHT TO. THE PLACE THAT HE WOULD KNEEL
AT THE FEET OF JESUS AND PROCLAIM> "1 aM.A SINFUL MaNy O Lorp.™ IN
‘H1S CASE, JESUS USED PREACHIMG AND THEMN A MIRACULOWUS CATCH DF FISH TO
CONVICT PETER] IN MANY PEOPLE'S SITUATION HE MUST USE DEATH.
DISASTERs OR SOME MAJOR DISTURBANCE (FAMILY TROUBLES: JOB LDSS,
SICKNESSs ETC) TDO BRING PEDFLE TO A REALIZATION OF THEIR NEED. AS
LONG AS PEDOPLE ARE "COMFORTABLE IN THEIR SIN” THEN THEY WILL EASE
THEIR WAY INTO HELL.. GOD HAS TO "GET THEIR ATTENTIONM" SEFORE HE CAN
HELP THEM.

B> Hia Name Chanza~ THE GREATNESS OF THE GOSPEL IS THAT IT DOES NOT
JUST SHOW YOU YOUR NEED BUT GIVES YOU A WAY OUuT AND A WAaY Up. JEsus
KMEW WHAT PETER WAS» AND ALSO WHAT HE COULD BECOME S0 HE CHANGED HIS
NAME FROM SIMON (THE LISTENER) TO PETER (THE ROCK). IM THE SAME WAY
WHEN WE ARE BORN AGAIN THE HOLLY SPIRIT COMES INTO OUR LIFE AMD WE
BECOME NEW CREATURES IN CHRISTI QLD THINGS ARE PASSED AWAYs BEHOLD
ALL THINGS BECOME NEW.

THERE 'S MORE!! JESUS ALSO GAVE HIM A DIRECTION AND PURPOSE IN
LIFE, "FROM HENCEFORTH THOU SHALL CATGH MEN". GOD CHANGED THIS
FISHERMAN TO A FISHER OF MeEN: HAIS LIFE STILL HAD SOME “UPS AND DOWNS”
BUT NOW ALWAYS GOING IN THE RIOGHT DIRECTION.

S0 PETER: THE "PEBBLE"), IS NOW BOING TO BE MOLDED INTC A MmaN Gop
CAN USE. IT WILL TAKE MAMY TWISTS OF THE MASTER'S HAND UNTIL THE
VESSEL IS WHAT (GOD WANTS BUT THE PROCESS HAS BEGUN== MAS IT BEGUN IN
YOUR LIFE??? ARE YOU TRYING TO DO THE BEST YOU Can OR I8 Gop's
TRANSFORMING POWER AT WORK IN YOUR LIFE?P?



THE DISCIPLES e > : CaT L REV MIRCHEAL JOMES

MaRK 8327-38

No STUDY OF PETER WOULD BE COMPLETE WITHOUT A CLDSE LOOK AT ONE OF
THE PIVOTAL Pé:ﬁws IN HIS MINISTRY~=~AND IN THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST.
CHRIST WAS COMING TO THE END OF Hxs PUBLIC MINISTRYs SOON HE WOULD
TURN SOUTHWARD FROM HIS MINISTRY IN GALILEE AND SURROUNDING DISTRICTS
AND JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM AND THE DROSS. HE HAD BEEN TEACHING THE
FEOPLE: AND THE DISCIPLES) WITH SERMONS AND SIGNS BUT HE HAD NOW COME
TO THE TIME OF "FIMAL Eﬂﬁms HE WANTED TO KNOW IF THE DISCIFLES.
REALLY UNDERSTDOD THE THINGS Hs WAS TELLING THEM,

THE "FINALS™ BEGAN WITH A LITTLE "Por QuUIz™ AS THE PHARISEES CAME
TO JEBUS ANG DEMANDED A SPECIFIC "SIGN” THAT WOULD SATISFY THEM a8 TO
THE FACT THAT JESUS WAS IN FACT THE MES§IaH. JESWS REFUSED TO GIVE IN
TO THEIR DEMANDS AND THEN TOLD THE DISCIPLES PRIVATELY TO BEWARE OF
THE LeEaveN (YEaAST) OF ThHE Pnnnzsags. [ADLYs THE DISCIPLES FAILEBR
TH1IS FIRST PART OF THE QUIZ Ag THEY IMMEDIATELY THOUGHT JESUS WAS
REPRIMANDING THEM FOR FATILING TO BRING PHYSICAL BREAD INSTEAD OF
WARNING THEM ABOUT THE DESTRUCTIVE DOCTRINE OF THE PHaARISEEs (THE
PHARISEES WERE MORE INTERESTED IN AN OQUTWARD SHOW THAT IN THE INNER
HEART] LIKE FEOPLE TODAY WHO WOULD NEVER ATTEND CHURCﬁ IN DIRTY
CLOTHES BUT NEVER CLEAN THEIR HEARY AND HEAD OF IT'S PLLTr! ).

NEXT CAME A STRANGE LITTLE INCIDENT IN WHICH JESUS REFUSED TO HEAL
A BLIMD MAN IN THE TOWM OF BETHSAIDA AND THEN ORDERED HIM NOT TO B0
BACK INTD THE TOWN AFTER HE WAS HEALED. THE SYMBULISM 1S 0BV1OUS TO
uUsy BUT [ WONDER IF 17 WaS Tb THE DISCIPLES) JEQUS 1S SHRWING THAT
THOSE WHO CONTINUE TO nzdsc? ‘Him NoT GNLY WILL NOT SEE His MIRACLES
BUT ALSD WILL WOT EVEN RECEIVE H1§ MESBAGE OF Horell (SEE MaTT 11320-
2% AND MARK 6:5~6),

NOW THE "FINGLS” ARE BEFORE US. WHILE wAngNG ALONG THE WAY, JESUS
SUDDENL.Y INTERJECTS !MTB‘THE CONVERSATION AN UNUSLIAL GUESTION: "WHD
DO MEN SAY THAT | AMTT . 1 can Au&osT‘saE THE DISCIPLES LOOK AT EACH
OTHER A2 THEY PRODUCE’ DlFPERgNT ANSWERS- SOME SAY YOU HAVE THE SPIRIT
AND ENERGY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST: SOME SAY YOU SHOMW THE Nxﬁgcuﬁs oF
ELiJdaH (THE FORERUNNER OF THE MESSIAH)s SOME SAY YOU ARE. JUST AMDTHER
IN THE LOMNG LINE OF PROPHETS.... AND THEN THE "BIGGIE" "Wro oo YOU
say T am?".

PETER 'S AMSWER 18: {(SEE MaTT 161 1113-19)

A) Immadiate- "THow ARE THE CHRIST» THE SON OF THE Living Gap.”. THIs
IS5 THE MOST IMPORTANT DECLARATION THAT ANY MAN TAN Even_m@xzi AND
EVERY MAN WILL MAKE IT SOME DAY (PHIL 2:110-11),

8) Sgirit-Ineeirsd- "FLESH AND BLODD HATH NOT REVEALED THIS UNTO
THEE, BUT ™Y FaTHzﬁ WHICH I3 IN Heavgn.“. PETER HAD TO LEARN THAT IT
WAS NOT HIS “smnnvﬂvsﬁ" OR SUPERIDRITY THAT "PA®SED THIS TEST" BUT
HIS LISTENING YO Bath. SINNFRS TODAY MUST REALIZE THAT THEY DO NOT
caLL Gop UNTIL BOD EIRST CalLLs THEM] THAT THEY CAN'T COME ON. THEIR
TIME AND THEIR WAY BUT THEY MUST COME ON Go0°'S TiME aNo GBoo’s way.
C) Blsamed- PETER WAS GIVEN THE “I}Lg\"& OF THE KINGDOM™ TO OPEN THE
GOSPEL DOOR TD THE “JEWS FIRST AND' THEN TO THE GENTILES.. THIS 18 THE
FIRST PLACE THAT THE "CHURCH” 1S MENTIOMED IN. THE NEW TESTAMENT AND
PETER’S CONFESSION OF CHRIST AS THE MESSIAH IS THE ROCK UPON WHICH
THIS INDESTRUCTIBLE CHURCH WILL BE BUILT (See I Cor 3211 & EFn £:20).

THis INESCAPABLE QUESTION 1S BEING ASKED EVERYONE. TODAY » THWHO DO
YOU say CHRIST 18777". GIVE AN IMMEDIATE ANSWER AS YOU LISTEN TO THE
SPIRIT AND RECEIVE THE BLESSING OF BECOMING A PART OF THE Boby ofF
CHR1ST TODAY.



Mow comes Tre CONFUSIONIF  Tre "A™ PART OF THE TEST WAS ABOUT
CHRIST BUT THE "B” PART IS ABOUT THE CROSS AND MANY FAIL HERE.

INSTEAD OF TELLIMG THE DISCIPLES TO "SHOUT IT FROM THE HOUSETOPS™
THAT HE 15 THE MeESSIAM: CHRIST ORDERS THEM TQ KEEP QUITE. HOW STRANGE
THIS MUST HAVE SEEMED TO THEM. THE REASON HE DID THIS WAS BECAUSE THE
DisciPLES AND THE PEOPLE THOUGHT OF MESSIAH AS A PHYSICAL KING WHO
WOULD ESTABLISH A PHYSICAL KINGDOM IN ISRAEL INSTEAD OF A SUFFERING
SAVIOUR THAT WOULLD ESTABLISH A SPIRITUAL KINGDOM IN MEN'S HEARTS (HOw
LIKE TODAY WHMEN MEN ONMLY WANT TQ HEAR PREACHING THAT WILL TELL THEM
HOW TO NEVER BE SICK> PQOORs OR HAVE ANY PROBLEMS!). BLESSED 1S THE
CHRISTIAN WHD KNOWS WHEN TO GIVE A Living Teatimony AND WHEN TOQ GIVE
A kip Testimopy (IF THOSE YOQUNG "STREET PREACHING BOYS"” WOULD SHOW. AS
MUCH -ZEAL FOR SHOWING CHRIST AS THEY DO FOR SHOWING OFF THEN THEY
MIGHT BE ABLE TO WIN THEIR CLASSMATES. SOME PEOPLE WANT TO BE
wxrwfssss AT WORK BUT THEY'D BE MUCH BETTER WITNMESSES IF THEY'D
WORK Y ).

THEN CHRIST BEGAN TO TEACH PUBLICLY WHAT HE HAD BEEN SAYING
PRIVATELYs THAT HE MUST SUFFER AND DI1E AND BE RESURRECTED. FIMALLY
PETER TOOK HIM (THE IDEA 15 THAT HE OBRABBED HIM .AND LED HIM AMAY FROM
THE CROWD IN ORDER TO SET HIM STRATGHT!) AND BESAN TO REBUKE HIM,
JESUS MUST HAVE LISTEWED FOR A FEW MOMENTS BEFORE HE TURNED TO THE
OTHER DISCIPLES (WHO WERE FROBABLY MILLING ARDUND IN EMBARRASSMENT
AND CALLED THIS MAN) TO WHOM HE HAD JUST HAMNDED THE "KEYS TO THE
KINGDOM™ s SATAN AND REBUKED HIM FOR DESIRING MAN'S WAYS ABOVE (GoD'S
WAYS. WHEN PETER TOOK A "TEST" HE EITHER PASSED IT WITH FLYING COLORS
OR FAILED IT THE SAME WAY!! !

THEN JEsue cave THE DISCIPLES HIS DEFINITION OF COMMITMENT;
SOMETHING THAT WENT FAR BEYOND CONPESSION OF CHRIST AS MESSIAH WITH
YOUR LIPS TO THE PLACE OF BEARING A CROSS IN YOUR LIFE. IN THIS DAY
OF "CHEAP EASY BELIEVISM™ IN WHICH EVERYONE BELIEVES THERE WAS A
"CHRIST"™ AND HE HAS MERIT IN THEIR LIFE, WE NEED DESPGRATELY TO HEAR
AGAIN THE REBUKE AND REQUIREMENTS oF CHRIST TO HIS DISCIPLES,.
le_Self Danlal- "IF amY MAN COME AFTER ME LET HIM DENY HIMSELF™
CHRIST DOES NOT CALL US TD "FIND" CURSELVES BUT TO DENY ouausgvss!'
HE DOES NOT CALL US TO USE THE POWER OF Goo TO SERVE SELF BUT RATHER
TO DENY SELF~— AND IF YOU DON'T THINK THAT'S DIFFICULT» TRY DIETING
OR A REGULAR FPROGRAM OF EXERCISE. TRY SEEKING TO SERVE INSTEAD OF
BEING SERVED!

How mANY CHRISTIANS ARE LIKE THAT?? HOW WMANY PEOPLE THINK THE
CHURCH aNDO CHRIST ARE TD MAKE THEM HAPPY INSTEAD OF HOLYS TO GIVE
THEM THINGS INSTEAD OF TRUTHMS. BUT IF you THINK DENIAL "ClALS THE
CHRISTIANS” WAIT UNTIL YOU SEE WHAT "DEATH" DOES!

2, Submitfing to Death- "TAKE UP HIS CROSS...FOR WHOSOEVER WILL SAVE
HIS LIFE SHALL LOSE IT5 BUT WHOSQEVER $HALL LOSE HIS LIFE FOR MY SAKE
AND THE GOSPEL "Sy THE SAME SMALL SAVE 17.”. GOD'S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE
ON EARTH INVOLVES A CROSS INSTEAD OF a CROWNI MORE OFTEN BRINGS JEERS
INSTEAD GF CHEERS™™ BUT TURNS QUT SoMS INGTEAD OF SERVANTS! THAMK GoD
HE LOVED US ENQUGH TO MAKE " THE HARD DECISIONS NECESSARY FOR US TO
HAVE REAL LIFE3; NOT THE "PALE-GREY"” IMITATION EVERYDNE 18 SEEKING.
(NOT LONG AFTER THIS JE3US TAKES PETER, JAMES: AND JOHN UP OM A
MOUMTAIN AND IS TRANSFIGURED BEFORE THEM. IT'8 ALMOST AS IF HE WANTS
TO GIVE PETER A REAL L1IFE EXAMPLE OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SEEK ING
MAN'S WAY AND GDING GOD'S WAYD.

WHo DO YOU savy CHRIST 1s?? IF vou say HE 1S GOD THEN YOU HAVE NO
CHOICE BUT TO SUBMIT TO HIS WILL, REGARDLESS OF WHAT IT Ig!! But
REST ASSURED IT WILL NEVER BE WRONGS BECAUSE He 1s Gopt!
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Cool: Crisp
Gl tober days have

o wgpnarTived. Nice to get a
11tt%a relief from the beat
before "Indian Summer” sets in.
Therr we’ll be into winter with
it’s colds, viruses, ang flu} and
everyong locked up trying to stay
warm. These change of ssasons
sihow us how Bod likes varigty as
He gives us a time and seasonr for
everything. Ism’t 1t great that
God is not *"dull and dreary" but
continually has something
different and delightful for His
people.

OCTOBER ACTIVITIES:
Quarterly Church
Conference. The main i1tem of
business was the decision by the
Church to begin giving a -
i $10 & week haonorarium to
5 Mrs Jackie Lowder and Mrs
Anne Thigpen for their service to
the {hurch each week in playing
our £iano and Orgsn (We dan’t
collect enough to give them what
they’re worthi) .,
We also designated Sundays Dec 18
az time fer eur annual “White
Chrigstmas” Offering (We don’t
exchange gifts at the Church. We
try to give something extra to
the tord to advance His work).
Our Ehrisimas FPlay will he
Wednesday, Dec 21 and we will
have a service on Christmas
Morning (Time to be announced).

L 1] South Carplina Ruarterly
Conference at Jefferson Road FWB
Church in Sumter.

Music Classes hegin with
XHHFEEHNBRFERFEErREY PR ERen

Grage Free wWill Baptist Church =

They’ll be canductzd each ﬁwﬁday
Rlight from S:30-&:30pm TET
and everyone who has 4o
an interest in Music @k
is urged to attend. ;
Ladies puxiliary meeting
Family Fun Night. Games
and Fun for everyong as we show
that you don’t have to "act like
the devil” to enjoy Halloween
time. Each family will be asked
to bring & bag of candy and the
church will supply Hot Dogs.
Brother Damon RFunion will give a
special performance, games will
he provided for everyane, and, of
course, we will have a devotion
before the fellowship meal
(Everyone is invitsd to wear a
costume if they desire but
remember we are Ltrying to promote
good and not evill).

[0ct 30z ]Time Change. Everyone
cught to be on time for Sunday

School and Preaching
[0ct 25-51] Pastor will be
visiting first at Shileh FWB
Church in Bratt, Florida
(Wednesday Oct 2&) and then
1ﬁhw will preach Home Coming at
Beech Springs FWB Church in
Saltillo, Missizssippi on Sunday,
Oct 30. Looking forward to seeing
friends we haven’t seen in a long
time.

October is a good month for-ygu
to be faithtul to the Lord and
His work— Hope to see you Sunday.

FPreacher Mike

ARE YOU A CHRISTIANT?
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MANY PEOPLE TODAY SEEM LITTLE CONCERNED ABOUT wH&w 5OD. WANTS WITH
THEM. THEIR MAIN CONCERN SEEMS TO BE THAY GOD MEETS. THEIR EVERY WHIM
AND MAKES SURE THEY STAY HEALTHY» WEALTH¥: AND HaPPY. GOD HAS BEEN
TURNED FROM THE SDVERﬁIGN TO A SERVANT AND AS SUCH MEN SEEK TB ’
CONTROL HiM INSTEAD oF 0OBeEY Him.

ONE OF THE REASONS MEM. ARE MIsusing Gop 13 THAT "THEY ARE “ﬁxaf?
ABOUT wWwHAT GOD's BDALS REALLY ARE. I THINK IT'S TIME WE RE"- ERAMINED )
Gon's GoaLs Fomr: ] S e poe

; o
1. HIS PEOPLE~- Thot in the dispensoiion of the fuRkfness of times he
might gaihen kopekhen in one nif thimge in Chrisi, bokh which ane in
hzoven, and which ane on eanih; evenrn An him Epm 1:10. [GOb DESIRES TO
UNITE THE BoDY OF CHRIST WITH THE "HEAD” AND THE BRIDE OF CHRIST WITH
HER "GRooM”., (QUR RESFONSIBILITY IS To GIVE HIM OuR SERVICE anD OQUR
LOvE. THE ENEMY TRIES TO DEFEAT GOD'S GoAL BY GETTING US TO USE OUR
TiIME aND TALENTS FOR THE WORLDY» THE FLESH, OF THE UEVILI QR BY
"STEALING” QUR LOVE WITH THE LURE AND LUST OF THE WORLD.

Do vou REALIZE YOU WERE SAVED To SERVE (oD OR DO YOU THINK GOD HAD
TO SAVE YO BECAUSE YDOU'RE "SPECIAL" AND MUST 8E SATISFIED??

2. DUR PERSONALITY- Fon whom he did foncknow, he akso eid
predestinaie Xo be confonmed %o the Amoge of hies Son, ihat he mighk
be ithe fineibonn amotig motiy bnethnen Rom $:29. Gop's GoOAL FOR DOUR
SIN. WARPED NATURES IS THAT WE BECOME PLEASING To HIM AS DEMONSTRATED
By His SoM JEsus. THE HoLy SPIRIT THAT INDWELLS US CHANGES THE WORKS
OF THE FLESH INTO THE FRUITS OF .THE SPIRIT A9 WE Y1ELD QURSELVES TGO
HIM SD WE CAN SAY WITH PauL, I am cnucified with Chnisit naventheRess
I &ive: yek nok T, buk Chrisit Kivetih 4An me! ond dhe Zife which T now
Live An the 4Resh 1 five by the faiih of khe Son of God, who Zoved
me . ond gave imseld don me {GaL 2:20).

Du vou PraY ForR GOD TGO GIVE YOU A LIFE OF EASES R DO YOU ASK Him
TO USE WHATEVER FRESSURE IS NECESSARY TO MAKE %0 LIKE JESUST??

3. PREACHING- Whom we priach, wmrmming everny mawn, ancd fz2aching eveny
mon An kL wiaedom; thok we moy pnesent eveny man rendect in Chruisk
Jesuws: CoL 1:128, Gob's GoAL IN OUR PREACHING AND TEACHIMG 1S THAT
EVERY MAN MAY BECOME "MATURE"™ (THAT'S WHAT "FERFECT” MEANS IN GREEK)
IN CHRIST, FAR FAR TOO MANY PREACHERS AND TEACHERE SIMPLY WANT TO
"GET THROUGH™ THEIR HOUR IN SUCH A WAY AS TO RECEIVE A FAT ON THE
BAGK WHEN THEY COMCLUDE. THEY accomPLISH THEIR GoaL OF T"GETTING
THROUGH" THE HOUR BUT THEY FAIL MISERABLY IM ACCOMPLISHING GOD'S Goar
OF MATURING BaABY CRRISTIAMNS INTD MATURE SONS OF GOD {AS EXEMPLIFIED
BY THE LARGE AMOUNT OF “FIGHTING: FEUDING» AND FUBSING” aMONG CHURCH
MEMBERS). THIS SORT OF PREACHING AND TEACHING INVOLVES:

A> E_inagl;gm_ Showing & locst world the Folly of Sin and the need
of Faith in Christ, You can't mature a "dead”™ persgn!l! They must bae
Born Again first. Let's satop trying to make well dressed, well
behaved corpeagil Get them Saved first.

B} Bducation~ Teaclilg new baby Chriatians how to Grow in Christ
Wwhile at the same time showing them the "Doctrines of Devils™ to
avoid (These are "Foods™ to eat and £hese are things to avold).
Hultitudes of pedple sttend. sunﬂgﬁ ¥cliocl and Church waalk after week
and yet live on the world's "Jupk food” su that they are so spiritual
znemic they never have the satreng®h to do anything for God.

C) Edification~ Comforting those who mourn, giving Hope to those
who are depressed; Warning those who area growing Lukewarm. Building
up the Body of Christ so that it's more than a "Mind™; it's a living
working organism,

Whose Goals are you trying to accamplish? Yours or God a???
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I PETER: SurFeERING FOR THE SAVIOUR PastTor MIRCHEAL JOMC

A SALVATION WORTH SUFFERING FOR

I PETER 1:1-9

FIRST PETER WAS WRITTEN BY THE AFOSTLE PETER arRDUND H64-68 AD
FRIMARILY TO THE JEWISH CHRISTIANS SCATTERED 4 DISPERSED) THROUGHOUT
A=ia Minor., THE ™aJOR PERSECUTIONS OF NERD HAD JUST BEGUN AS A RESULT
OF THE BURMING OF RomeE IN THE FaLlL oOF A4AD. PAUL WAS RELEAZSED IN THE
SERING OF 64AD0 AND JOURNEYED TO SPAIN., PETER FELT IMPRESSED TO WRITE
TO PEOFLE Faul WOLLD NORMALLY HAVE WHRITTEMN TO AND ENCOGURAGE THEM
DURING THIS TIME OF GREAT TESTING (SHOWING THE CLOSENESS BETWEEN FPaul
anD PETER'™S THIMKINGY.

Tre CONSTAMNT AND SUPREWME FURFRSE OF THE LARISTIAN LIFE IS TO0
GLORIFY GOD IN AlLL THINGS= AS SUBJELTS: AS EMPLOYEES: AS WIVES: A5
HUSBANDS,) IMN OUR SOCIAL CONTACTS: IN SUFFERING: 1IN OUR FELLOWSHIF
WITH OTHER BELIEVERS. ALL OF THESE AREAS ARE COVERED In I PETER BUT
NOME ALLOW OFFORTUNMITIES FOR SHOWING A LOST WOSLD. OuUR FAITH AwND
FAITTHFULNESS LIKE OuR LONSTANT CHRISTIANITY DURING SURFERING.

[Twe B "MeBREW CHRISTIAK" LETTERS DEAL WITH 2 BaASIC TESTINGS FUH
EVERY LHRISTIAM- SUFFERING anND FALSE DOCTRINE. HEBREWS: JAMES: AND I
PETER DEAL WITH HELP FOR SUFFERING Sarnts. 11 Peresi 1. 11 ano 111
JON AMD JUDE DEAL WITH Farse DOCTRINE IN THE CHURCH. HEEREWS SHOWS
PEODFLE THAT FalTH I8 THE NECESSARY YRoDT” DURING SUFFERING. JAMES
EFOINTS TO THE NEED OF THE "FRUITT. OF WORKS DURING SuFFERING. | PEIER
SHIOWS THAT HMOPE 15 THE "Sap" THAT CARRIES US THROUGH TRE SurrFERING=].

[ PETER SHOWS US THAT SUFFERING HAS A PURPOSE 11:16-7% 2:19-203
35143 49:149 5 185 TO BE EXPECTED 4312% 1S NOT TO BE DREADED 3:145 15
TO BE BORNE PATIENTLY 2:235 3193 15 10 BE REJOICED IN. 43135 aND IS
1IN THE LORD'S WILL 4319~ AS SHOWN 8Y THE EXaMPLE OF CHRIST 1811,
2:2%y 4:1-2:.8:1. BUT IF SUFFERING IS TO BE "ENJOYEDR™ AND NOT JUST
ENDURED WE MUST 3EE 17’8 GOOD AMD IT'S GOAL AS WELL AS REALIZE 17'S
REASONS .

PETER BEGINS HIS LETTER BY SHOWING A CORRELATION BETWEEN SaLvaTiown
AND SUFFERING 1IN ORDER FOR HIS READERS TO SEE THAT SALVATION 18 WORTH
SOME SUFFERING., PETER KMHOWS THaAT THE ONLY THING THAT CAN KEEP
SIFFERING FROM DEFEATING U2 18 A STEADFAST HOPE 1N Gob. So HE GIVES
US A THREE-FOLD LOOX AT THE HOPE THAT IS OURS A4S CHRISTIANS AND AS
SUCH SHOWS US A SALVATION WORTH SUFFERING FOR.
1Y A LIVING HOPE 1:1-4

A) BEcausE oF OuUR REDEMPTION. WE WERE!

1. Cheosen by the Father~ EReck ocecondings o ihe foneknowulkedse of
God dAhe Foilhen. (GO0 KMNEW FROM THE BEGINNING WHO WOULD ACTERET His
WOMDERFUL SalvaTION AND ME CHGSE THOSE To BE THE Booy aND BrRIDE OF
CHRIST, HIS KNOWLEDGE OOES NOT CAUSE MEN TO ACCEEST OR DENY HIMS 1T 13
SIMFLY FART OF His OMnISCIENCE (all KNOWLEDGE ?: BUT ISN'T IT
WONDERFLL TD ENOW THAT GoD PLANKED FOoR US EVEM SBEFCRE HE FARDONED uUs.

WHEN SaTaN savs GOD DOESN'T CARE ABOUT US WHEN WE'RE IN THE MIDST
OF SUFFERING WE REST IN THE FACT THAT G0D LOVED US ENGUEH TO CHOSE LS
FOR HIS GwN.

2., Sebt apart by the Spirit- SANCTIFICATION SIMPLY MEANS TO BE
SET APART ESPECIALLY FOr GOD (THE ®REASON A CHURCH IS A CHURCH INSTEAD
OF a "BEER HALL™ 1S THAT IT IS SET AFART FOR GOD). WE ARE SET aPART
BECAUSE WE BECOME THE TEMPLE OF THE HowLy SPIRIT (I Lok A319), WHAT a
COMFORY IN SUFFERING TO KNOW THAT GOD IS NOT ONLY LOOKLMG OUT FOR S
BUT ALSD FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT DWELLS IN US.

3. Cleozmnged by the Son~- HE LIVED THE PERFECT LIFE AMND THEN PAID
THE FEMNALTY FOR DUR SINS WITH WIS SHED BLOOD. 0o you THINK GOD CARED
THAT MUCH FOR US BEFORE OUR SALVATION AND THEN WOULD ABANDOMN US AFTER
WE ARE LaVEDT???



87 BecauseE OF CHRIST 'S RESURRECTION. YOU- - CaM'T HEAD W8 LJF 107 Yoo
CUT OFF OUR HEAD!! CHRIST HAS DEFEATED DEATH AND NOW WE ARE NO LONGER
SERVANTS TO FEaR (HEB 2315 Aad defiven them whe fhnough fean of death
wene aff thedin Lifetime aubjeck 2o bondage ). ‘

11> A LASTING HHPE'

 CeLr - THIS [INHERITANCE IS
INCBRRUPT!BLE“ FLANLE$ '

UNDERILED> FAauLTLESD

LUNFADABLE= FADELESS -

RESERVED IN HEAVEN '

B..Bacause of the Power of God. BASED ON THE Power OF GOD  (AS

THOUGH SURROUNDED BY A MILITARY GUARD TO MAINTAIN SECURITY). MOT
ETERMNAL SECURITY BUT ETERNAL ASSURANCE! WE CAN LEAVE GOD 8UT HE WILL
MEVER LEAVE U3. WHAT A'MarRvVELOUS FACT! OUR INHERITANCE 1S SECURE ANC
ourR (30D 1S STRONGS ISN'T THAT WORTH SUFFERING FOR??Y?

ITI> A TESTED HOPE- (A FAITH THAT CannOoT BE TESTED CANNOT BE
TRUSTED! )  THERE ARE NUMEROUS THINGS THAT TEST OUR Hopg: ye ana An
heaviness hnough

A) THE "FREEDOM” WE THINY THE WICRED ENJDY.

B) THE FINANCES THE WEALTHY ACCUMULATE NOW.

UJ THE "WRONGS"™ 'THAT LLIFE SENDS DUR WAY. ‘ .

: Turs SaviNg FAITH IS PUT THROUSH THE
TRIAL OF SUFFERING THAT IT MIGHY BE FOUND UNTO PRAISE aMD HONOR AND
GLORY WHEN JESUS APPEARS, THE THREE THINGS THAT EVERY CHRISTIAN
DESIRES TS DO FOR 300D ARE CONE IN RIGHTEOUS SUFFEPING” WE GIVE HIt
PRAISE: HONGR ' AND GLQﬁvl

CTHIs SavING FAITH GIVES US LUNSPEARABLE

Jov aND COMPLETE GLORY AND WILL OME DAY BE BROUGHT 1O A WONDERFUL
CONCLUSION. JUST as CHASTEMING SHOWS THAT WE ARE TRUE S0NS OF 0D
(HEB 12:3) 80 SUFFERING SHIWS uUS GOU'S DESLIRE T MATURE US AND AS
SUCH SHOULD GIVE US UNSPEAKABLE JOv (BY KNOWING THAT GOD WANTS US To
GROW 0 THE FLACE THAT HE CAN GIVE S GREATER FREEDOM™ WITH RIGHTS
COME. RES?DN%IET&ITIFS BUT WHEN WE HAMOLE THE RESPQNSISiLIT!ES WE GET
MORE RISHYS .

Goo ToLp HIN CHOSEN PEOPLEs "I HAVE TRIEG TMEE It THE FURNACE OF
AFFLICTION” BUT LOOK WrAT ELSE HE SaID~ 1s 43:2 then ihou powseok
ihnough fthe woders, L wifl be with thes: ond thnoush the nivens, they
2ol not ovendlow thee! when thou wolkest though the fine, hou
shalt wot be burmed: neithen shaRf the {Reme kindie upom thee,

Fsalm B6:110-12 Fon thou, O God, hoest prioved usil houw host tnded us,
o bsakven A krded. Thou bnoughiaesk us Ainko the ek thou Roicdeit
afbliciiom upon ouwt faine. Thou hoest cauwsed mén o nide overt oun
heods: we want thnough {f4dne and thrnough waten; bui theu bnoughfged ue
aut dnko o woliny ploce, K

GOp'Ss AIM IN SUFFERING IS THAT THE BELIEVER'S FAITH MAY BE PROVED
GEMNUINES THAT THIS GENUINE FAITH MAY RESULT IN "PRAISE) HOMNOR: AND
GLORY" T0 CHRIST AT HIS SECOND COMINGI ANMD THAT THE BEL1EVER MAY SEE
THE REAL VALUE OF HIS FAITH "MORE FRECIOUS THAN GOLO™ IN ORDER THAT
HE MIGHT GROW IN LOVE FOR CHRIST AND HAVE TEXUBERANT JOY™ IN THIS
FAITH. THEN MO MATTER WHAT SUFFERING COMES ODUR WAY WE ENOW 17°'S WORTH
IT FOR THE GREAT SALVATION WE HAVE,



[ PETEH:T SUFFERING FOR THE S8y I0uUR oo Tl o =R Jov
FOLLOWING IN HIS FOOTSTEPS

[ Peter 2:19-25
- ONE OF THE GREATEST AND MOST FOPULAR OF THE BOOKS OF CHRISTIAN
LITERATURE 15 "In HIS STEPS” By LHARLES SHELDOM. IN THIS BOOK A
PASTOR CHALLENGES HIS PEOPLE TO LIVE THEIR LIVES ACCORDING TO THE
STANDARDS OF JESUS BY ALWAYS ASKING "WNHAT wouLD Jesus DO?P". THE
DIFFERENCES IN PEORLE'S ATTITUDES ANMD ACTIONS ARE FROFOUND AND THERE
IS A GREAT LESSON FOR EVERY CHRISTIAM TO LEARN BUT THIS 12 NOT THE
MEAMING THAT PETER 15 REFERRING TO IN TODAY S SCRIPTURE C(ALTHOUGH
MOST CHRISTIANS AND PASTORS USE IT THAT wWAY MOST OF THE TIME), PETER
15 REFERRING TO FOLLOWING CHRIST'S ExaMPLE IN SUFFERINGY AND THAT IS
SOMETHING THAT mMOST CHRISTIANS DON'T WANT ANY PART OF (EVEN THOUCH
Faul. PRAYED FOR JUST SUCH a PRIVILEGE~ PHIL 3:10).

IT 15 EASY ENOUGH FOR PETER TO TELL US THE VALUE AND VIRTUE OF
SUFFERING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE BUT WHAT ABOUT THE ACTUAL LIVING???
[$ TH1E SOME FANCY THEORY HATCHED IN AN "IVORY TOWER” SOMEWHERE OR 10
IT SOMETHING THAT REALLY WORKS I THE REAL woﬁLD°? PETER GIVEES US AR
EXHORTATION AND THEN AN EXAMPLE TODAY.

AT FIRST MOST CHRISTIANS WILL LOOK AT ME IN DISMAY AND SAYs 71
DOM'T NEED+ OR WAMT TO HEAR ABOUT: MORE SUFFERING. [ HAVE EMOUGH OF
THAT AS IT 1S, AND IT'S TRUE THAT MOST OF OUR LIVES HAVE ENOUGH
HARDSHIPS AND HEARTACHES RIGHT NOWS MY FOINT TODAY:; HOWEVER: IS THAT
MaNY OF THESE Broblems are of our oWwn making INSTEAD OF BECAUSE OF
DUR RELATIONMSHIP WITH CHRIST. THIS IS A MAJOR WEAKNESS OF TODAY'S
CHRISTIANITYS IT 1S BuUILT on SUCCESS INSTEAD OF SUFFERING! (Mosy
CHRISTIANS ARE MUCH MORE INTERESTED IN BEING ACCEPTED BY THE WORLD
RATHER THaAN BEING EXAMPLES TO THE WORLD). THIS ATYTITUDE LEADS TO
COMPROMISE AND COMPLAIN INSTEAD OF ComMmITTED LIVES. S0 LET S LOOK AT
SOME KEASONS FOR SUFFERING: SEE WHAT OUR REACTION TO SUFFERING SHOULD
BE) AND THEMN REVIEW THE EXAMPLE AND ENCOURAGEMENT 0F CHRIST.

I. THE REASON FOR SUFFERING AS A CHRISTIAN- 2 REASON ARE GIVEN BY
PETER FOR SUFFERING AS A CHrRISTIAaN (THIS 15 nNOT MATURAL SUFFERING
SUCH AS A HEADACHE OR SICKNESS) DR SUFFERING FOR DOING WRONG- "WHaT
GLORY IS IT WHEN YOU BE BUFFETED FOR YOUR FAULTS"?5 BUT SUFFERING
THAT COMES AS A DIRECT RESULT OF THE WORLD 'S ANGER OVER YOUR
FELATIONSHIP WITH THE Lorp):

1. Your Consgliance- “ForR COMSCIENCE TOWARD GOL™. Y0OU BELIEVE SOME
THINGS ARE WRONG OR RIGHT SO MUCH UNTIL YOU SWFRFER TO OPPOSE OR
SUPPORT THEM. (FAR TOO MANY FEOPLE TODAY SEEM TO HAVE A "SEARED
CONSCTIENCE™ (] TimM 4:2) AND THINK ANYTHING GOES

2. thiﬁg_a_ﬁzamalﬂr "CHAIST ALSO SUFFERED FOR US: LEAVING US AN
EXAMPLE"” . (EXAMPLE HERE 15 A WORD USED TO DESCRISE TRACING LETTERS
WRITTEN 8Y A SCHOOL TEACHER IN ORDER TO LEARN TO DO T CORRECTLY)D.
THE TYPE OF SUFFERING REFERRED TO! ENDURE GRIEF> SUFFERING WRONGFULLY

SUFFERIMG FOR RIGHTEDUSNESS SAKE IS A NATURAL RESULT OF THE
CHRISTIAN COMING IN CONTACT WITH AN UNBELIEVING WORLD. THIS IS
BECAUSE THE CHRISTIAM IRRITATES BY H1S NATURAL CHARACTER OF BEING:

1. SALT- MarT B5:13 (WE "rRUB" IN THE WOUMND OF SIN). SaALT ADDS FLAVOR
AMD THE WORLD ONLY WANTS FLAVOR ADDED BY THE "oONIoNS oF EgyrT™.

2. LIGHT- MATT 5:14. SEE JoHN 3:19-20 And this As the condenmailon,
Phak 2ighd Ae come Jnio Rhe wordd, and men Roved dankness nainen than
Right, becouse theln daeds wene evil., Fon eveny one ihaot doeth enid
hateth the Right, nedlihen cgmekih Lo the Lighk, fLest his deeds should
ke repnoved. KWE EXPOSE THEIR SIMN AND SINFULNESS.

3, PARE-~ Pouk SOME ERESR CEMENT AND LET SOMEONME COmME BYY  THAT'S WHY
VAMDALS SPRAY PAINT WALLS: aND MNEWSPAPERMEN LOVE TO FIND SOME "DIRT
0 OFUT ON SOMEONE., PURITY AND CLEANLINESS JUSY SEEM To IRRITATE
AMYONE WHO DOES NOT HAVE A PURE HEART.



. v REACTION TO SUFFERIMG AS A LIS lads . -

A Brsige= "Tris 13 THaANUSWORTRYY ("THIS 1% ACCESTAULE" 11wl U
THE SAME WORER )., LIKE THE DISCIPLESs WE REJCICE THAT WE ARS couwTEQ
WORTHY TO SUFFER FOR HIS SakE CACTs B8:141), PERSECUTION MAy HURT THE
CHRISTIAM BUT 1T ALSC HELPS HIM TO MAVE THE HEART OF BGoD.

B Batience- THE wAY CHRIST SUFFERED:! PATIENTLY. WE FOLLOW H1S » -
EXAMFLE A% HE Commitled nimeeRd o him Lhail Jjudgein nighieowsiiys
COMMITTED HERE MEANS TO "HANG OVER: TO DELIVER SOMETHING TO SOMEONE -
TG KEEPs TAKE CARE OF sy MANAGE. JESUS. HANDED OVER THE REVILING AND THE
REVILERS TO [OD TO TAKE CARE OF. g

A. GUD IS ABLE TO YIEW THEM CORRECTLY (NoT JUST OUR POLINT OF VIEW)

B. GOD 15 wHO VENGEANCE BELONGS TO~ HE Wikt CARE FOR IT IM.HIS Time
AND IN HIS wav. .

THis 15 NOT THE NORMAL ATTITUDEVOR ACTIONS IN REGARDS TO SUFFERING*
IN ORDER TO DO THIS IT TAKES A HIGHER PRINCIPLE AND POWER AT WORK IN -
CUR LIVES~ THE CHRISTLIKE ATTITUDE PRODUCED BY THE INDWELLING
SPIRIT. THAT MEANS WE MUST BE SURE OF OUR-OWN SALVATION AND
CEDICATED ENOUGH TO STAND WITH G0D.

THEM OUR LIVES aS WELL AS OUR LIPS WILL BEAR WITNESS TO THE CHANGE
WROUGHT IN DUR HEARTS BY COMING 70 CHRISTF AND WE CAN EMULATE THE i
ExamPLeE OF CHRIST:

Dio N0 SIN (Hoty LIVING)

NO GUILE WAS FOUND IN HIS MOUTH  (NOT DOUBLE TOMGUED)

WHEN HE WAS REVILED» REVILED NOT AGAIN (DI0OM'T STRIKE BACK) -

WHEN HE SUFFERED, HE THREATENED MOT) BUT CUMMITTED HIMSELF TQ HlM
THAT QUDGETH RIGHTEOUSLY (DEPENDED ONM [3DD'Ss VENGEAMCE )

BARE. OUR: SINS IN HIS OWN BODY ON THE TREE. BY WHOSE STRIPES YE WERE
HEALED. (CARED FOR OTHERS ENOUGH TO DIE EFOR THEM)

Do vou Love CHRIST ENOUGH To SUFFER FOR HIMZ?  1F NOT. .¥OU CON'T -
REALLY LOVE HIM. . -
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Excitement, Expansions and Enablement are the best way to describe
the past few weeks around here. EXCITEMENT- I know you think 17d be
used to the Lord deing unexpected and marvelous things but it still

amazes and excites me 1o see the unexpected and unusual way the Lord
% sccomplishes His work. Seriously, if someone elze told me that the
¥ Lord did as many things for them as He goues for me 1°d think they were
"siretohing the truth” a littles and even when it’s happening to me
there are times I go running into the living room exclaiming to @y
wife, "You won’t helieve what the Lord did this time!". I wish I had
the time and ability to share with you how the Lord supplies thig
ministry’s needs but mayde when we get to Heaven [ can spend 100 years
or g preaching about the goodness and greatness of God,

EXAFPANSION- I had been praying for several months about a change in
the main program 1 wuse in the ministry work. The program [ have been
using (the one that came with the cemputer) was a goeod program but it
was not conpatible with most other programs and was limited in 1%7s
capabiilities. After a great deal of praver, consultation. and
erperimentation, I finally decided to make the change to a Word FPerfect
5.0 program. My difficulty was that 1t cost over $200C. Hell, if you
haven’ ¢ guessed by now, the Lord marvelously provided that much "extra’
(That is,. not yequired for postage, paper, gr tapes!) and 1 was able to
purchase the program last week. Mow for the “"icing on the cake'. One of
the main reasons 1| wanted to change prografms was because | was looking
forward g abtaining a "Moden" in MEMEthe future so ] would be able to
transfer booklets and sermons overthe phone te other. computers.
Just before I went to get the new program someone gave me a gift of
130111 The Modem cost %150 but the dealer gave me a %20 cidcuunt or
the progiam} just what | needed to allow me to get the pregram and the
mogdem . Now, as soon as. I get my material transferred over to the new
program; 1711 bhe able to send helps and books to anyene who has a _
comparable computer setup as soonrn as they need them. It’s amother step
in my continued detsrmination to help as many people as possible "te
EMOW and SHOW CHRIST".

EHABLEMENT— Not only has the Lord provided the needed money far the

¥ Iministry expansion but He alsp provided enough to enable me to
fcarry many booklets and tapes to Florida and Mississippi next
Faesk. But there’s more!l In addition to newsletters, booklets,
apes, and other helps I try to give monetary assistant to
someone each month. Recently I found a need and as I praved about it 1
devised a plan that would allow someone that had promised to give some
maney to the ministry fo give the money to this need. imstead. When I
shareo this with the person giving the gift they did a wonderful thing
1™ giving a generous donstion to the nesd [CONTINUED ON NEXT 2aGED
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and then gave something tp thHe ministry as weiTi! Thén when I shared
that blessing with someone they gave a gift for the naed\algwl' God
allowed me to Bive and Get all at.the same £imell  Ain‘t Gad Spodi!
[Special Thanks to Mr and Mrs W € Bell, Mr ‘and ‘Mrs Mixpn, Damon and
Janice Runion, Rev Larry McAlister, Wilbur Hicksy Tom and Anne
MckKnight, John Dtrnes, Mrs Billie Ard, Hill and Elize McBride, Mr and.
Mrs Jack B Hanmas; Marion Coker, and Rev and Mrs Johmmy Evans. |
couldn?t do it without youl,

Let me brag on my "youngens® a little now. We are trying to make sure
that every child who attentie pur Church lgarns Bible truths and helps

trying to make asure each of them knew the Books of the Bible,
 the 12 disciples, and the 18 cormandments {10 + 2 Jeaus
taught). In addition many are already.lesrning the next
“Phase": Psaim 83, Psalm 1; and tHe Roman Road te Salvation. Last
Wednesday night I allowed @veryone to help as we went through thess but
Sundays Lee Thigpen and Robble Gowdys =aid &1l the books of the Bible,
the 12 disciples, and the ten commandments. . I’m proud of them for
learning them and for being willing to say them before the entire
church. My prayer and goal is that Bod will enable us to "frein up our
childven In the way they sbowld oo s0 Chat when they bsgome old Lbey
¥ill wot depart from 2Z&7.
We’re coming to some very SPECIAL SERVICES in the newt two weeks and

I hope everyone wilil be here to share in the Blessings. While the
Pastor is away visiting friends in Flarida and speaking at Home Coming
in Mississippi, Brother Marion Coker will pe in charge ef the
Wednesday, Oct. 26, service here at the church LI haven t told his wife
yat but she’l) probably be in charge of a Bible activiwy fallowing the
service that night!l. Then on Sungdasy, Oct 30, Rev ?uhnny Evans will
speak in the Morniryg Bervite and lead in a special F-ng service that
night. 1 know svervons will receive a Blegssing from his message and
music. YFamily Fun Night" was rescheduled Tor Wednssday, November 2 to
allaw the pastor to take part (thanks to Cornnie Mathis and Susan Spring
for coordinating the activities)., We try tu discourage our children
from making “witches and goblins" their idoles at Halloween by showing
them they should have good fun inastesd of ghaulish fright, We have lots
of games, some entertainment, and even allow everyone to dress up
{although we encourage them to, resember who we represent). We invite
everyone to join us fTor any and all of these activities.

BOOKLETS AVAILABLE: These booklets are always available in our booklet
racks at the church when you visit but since manv of you live in.
different states and locations I thought it would be gpod .to
remind you that you can obtain Free copies af: Haveiatfon~
21 chapter by chapterj Jamss— chapter by chapter; I Timothy-
,‘_Mm}ﬂ.hapter by chapter; Teacher Training courseg— material to help
make you a better tescher: 0ld Testamant Survey- An outline and
overview of every book in the 0ld Testament, I’m out of Eschatology
(study of the end time) and Nehemiah ow but should have everything
ready to reprint them in 2 to 3 weeks. Simply write or call me and
1’11 get the boeklet you raquent to you as soon as possible (Remember
vou will never be asked, or &Mywctad, to pay for any of thisg., It
brothers me when | tell peopl® about these helps and they say, "“I1°11
get some when [ can afford them”. I tell them that they can afford them
right now because they don’t cost a dime, Qur ggal is rnot to make money
bbut to share the Gospel).

Moy the iord Bless you 0s vou serve HidM. .. ... . Preacher ®Mike

that they can carry with them thrdughaut life. This year we arce



1 PETER: SUFFERING FOR THE 3av Rey MiarcHEAL JONES

A sxm SALVATION
1 PET 2:1-10

PETER HAD BEEN TALKING ABDUT A "SALVATION WORTH SUFFERING ForR™. Now
HE WANTHS HIS READEND TO MAKE SURE THAT THE SQLVATIQQ THEY HAVE 15 THE
"REAL THING™. HE GIVES THEM GosPEL GUIDELINES TO USE IN EVALUATING
WHAT THEY HAVE; ANG IN 20 DOING GIVES US A WAY TO CHECK UP OM DUR OWN
RELATIONSHIF WITH THE LDRD.

IN THE GREEK CULTURE OF PETER'S DAY MOST OF THE urans:;s WERE MADE
OF CLAY. IN HIS DAYs AS TODAY> SOME OF THE MERCHANTS WERE NOT
COMFLETELY HONEST., WHENEVER THEY RECEIVED A CLAY POT THAT HAD A SMall
CRACK. It IT RATHER THAN THROW IT AWAY THEY WOULD MELT SOME WAX OVER
THE CRACK: FPAINT THE POTs AND SELL 1T AS A WHOLE FOT. EVERY THING
WOULD BE FINE UNTIL HEAT OR PRE&SURE CALSED THE POT TO BURST!!

A SMART SHOPPER WHO KNEW ABOUT THIS PRAGCTICE WOULD BUY HIS CLAY
POTS DURING THE DAYLIGHT AND HOLD THE POT UP TO THE SUN WHERE THE
LIGHT WOULL EXPDSE ANY WAXED GVER cracks (JUST LIKE THE LIgrT oF Goo
EXPOSES THE FALBEHROD IN PEOPLE'™S LIVES! j. MERCHMANTE FINALLY BEGAN TO
TaG THEIR POTS AS "SIiNE CERE™ (WITHOUT WaAX) 50 THE CUSTOMERS WOULD
KNOW THEIR QUALITY. THAT WORD "SINCERE™ THEN CAME TO MEAN SDMETHING
THAT COULD BE DEPENDED ON WITHOUT ANY HIDDEN FAULTST AND IT'S AN
EXCELLENT WAY TO DESCRIBE THE SALVATION CHRIST PURCHASED FOR us.

PeETeER GIVES Uz B QUALITIEB THAT SHOW WHAT A PERSON HAS)y AND WHAT
THEY ARE LIKE» WHEN THEY HAVE THIS SINCERE SALVATIOMNS

I. SAVED- 1:23 By Faith 1IN CHRIST'S SACRIFICE PRODUCED IN YOUR HEART
BY HEARING THE WORD oOF Gop (SEE Rom 10:92. NDTE THAT THE WORD I8

CalLED THE INCORRUPTIBLE SEED- A) It will not produce Bad Fruit,
BY It will Produce Some Fruilt (JN 15:1-~B) 1F ALLOWED T ™RCODUCE ROOTS

AaND KEPT WEEDED (Mark 4:16~20). THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 15 ROT A
PRILUSOPRPHY YOU TRY TO LEARN BUT o L1FE YouU LIVvE!!

I1. SEPARATED- 2:1 (A RESTAURANT MaY HAVE GREAT FODD BUT IF THE
TABLES AND FLOORS ARE FILTHY THEN YOU OON'T CARE TGO EAT THERE! )},
FETER LISTS 5 CATEGURIES OF SINS THAT COVER A WIDE TERRITORY BUT ARE
BASICALLY SINS THAT INVOLVE RELATIONSHIPS TO OTHER FEDOPLE. THIS 1S
VERY AFFROFRIATE SINCE SUFFERING NORMALLY COMES FROM ANQTHER FERSOM
AND IT IS IM THIS AREA THAT PETER IS OCETERMINED WE SHOW QUR SALVATIOM
WELL .,

1. AcL MaLiceE= 1l Wiow

2. ALy Guire= DeceiT "To caTcH BY BAIT”

3. HYPOCRISIES= INSINCERE ACTS BY aN "ACTOR'

4, EMVIES= JEALOUS THOUGHTSs GRUDGES

6. ALL EVIL SPEAKING® SLANDER

SINCERE SALVATION DDZS NOT "WAX OVER™ THE FAULTS INM A PERSON'S
LIFE. IT REMOLDS AND REMAKES THE PERSON UNTIL THEY ARE A VESSEL
SANCTIFIED AND MEET FOR THE MASTER'S uwse (Il Tim Z2:21).

I11. SUSTAINEDR BY THE WORD. 2:2-3 NOURISHMENT .

A) VYalus the Word Jog 23312 1 hove ceteemed xhe wonds of his
moukh mane than my necessany food. CHRISTIANS SHOULD DESIRE (CRAVE)
THE FPURE WORD OF GOD IN ORDER TO SUSTAIN THEIR CHRISTIAN LIFES YET
THE AVERAGE [CHRISTIAM DOES MOT READ ONE CHAPTER IN THE BISLE & DaY——
IF WE NOURISHED DUR FHYSICAL BODIES LIKE WE 0D OUR SFPIRITUAL BOLIES
WE WOULD MEVER HAVE A WEIGHT PROBLEM,

B) Varv wvgur digt- Pray THRU THE BISLE, READ SomE OLD AND SOME NEWSs
READ THE SAME CHAFTER EVERY DAY FOR A MONTH TO LET IT "S0AK" IN...

REMEMEER » WHEN YOU COME TO A TIME OF SUFFERING: THE WORD THAT YQuU
HAVE "STORED aWavY™ WILL BE WHAT CARRIES YDW THROUIGH,




F

I¥V. LIVING STONES- 2:4-8

A) To Bruise the Loatie:A Stone oF STUMHLING CFAITH) AND A ROCK OF
OFFENSE (CROSS). IsN'T If 'STRANGE THAT MEN WILL WALK ON BURNING
COALS: THROW THEIR CHILDREN TC CROCODILES: GIVE MONEY TO CHURCHES»
AND SACRIFICE ALMOST AWYTHING TQ 8E. SAVED- EXCEPT THEIR PRIDE. THEY
JUST AREN'Y WILLING Tio COME GOD'S WAYS AND THERE IS MO OTHER wav!l!l As
LIVING SToNES CHRISTIANS ABGRAVATE THE LDST gy "GETTIMNG In THEIR
WAY"™ AS THEY MARCH ON TO HELL, AND IRRIT&?E THEM WITH OUR COMSTANT
CONCERN (AS A PEBBLE IN A SHOE DDES).

B> Te Build the Church= as THE TemPLE OF [Gob. Don'T "STEAL BOD'S
STONES™ TO BUILD A HOUSE FOR THE Devic!iit av USING YOUR TIME AND
TALENT FOR THE SELF OR SATAN INSTEAD aF THE SAVIOUK.

V. SURROUNDED- 2:9-10
A) A CHOSEN GCENERATION- A SELECT; ELECTED PEOPLE
BY A RovaL PRIESTHOOD™= ABLE TO APPROACH GOD As KINGS AND PRIESTS
€Y A PECULIAR PEOPLE- PECULIAR HERE MEANS "SURROUNDED” AND SHOWS.
How GoD CONTROLS QUR SITUATION AND PROTECTS US FROM ATTACK.

ARE YoOU SINCERE IN YDOUR SALVAT16N97 AR HAVE YOU COVERED O¥ER YDUR
FALULTS AND HOFE MOONE WILL NOTICE?? YOU MAY GET BY FOR A WHILE BUT
NHFN THE HEAT OF TEMPTATION OR THE PRESSURE OF TRIALS COME YOUR WAY
YoU'LL "FALL TO PIECES". MAKE THAT DEFINITE STEP OF COMMITMENT TO
CHRIST TODAY.



I PETER: SUFFERING FOR THE SAVIOUR | ~ Pastor MIKE JoneEs
smmm S&L“Bfmﬁ
I PeET 3:1-7

"LIKEWISE" REFERS PETER'S READERS BACK TO THE ADM&NITIGN vaen TD
SERVANTS s AMD BHOWN BY THE EXAMFLE DOF CHRIST: IN 2:18 Senvanis,
dubjrch Lo youn mastens with alf fean; nok only %0 the saod and
enile, but afso Xo ihe fnowend. PETER GOES FROM. SUBMIS®ION IN THE
BECLL AR WORLO BECAUSE OF THE EXAMPLE OF LCHRIST TO & REASON FOR
Euaﬂxsstau IN THE MARITAL RELATIONSHIF: THE WINNING OF THE MATE TO

HRIST.

WIVES ARE TOLD TO MILLINGLY SUBDROINATE THEMSELVES TO THEIR
HUSBANDS~ LISTEN TO THE AMPLIFIEZD BIBLE VERSION: In lihe manner uwan
murried uamesn, bz suhm;nsivr ta gaur aun husbands--subarainste
yaursslvers as bping :utanﬁaru to gna depepndeni an them, and gawmt
yaursrlves ta them. WeIie "WIFELY SUBMISSION” 18 A BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE
{Epn 5:22-24 Wiveas, submii younazfves unio youn own husbonds, os unko
the Lond,..os Xhe chunch As subdeck unto Chniek, o0 Red ihe »ives Lo
1o thein own husbuonds An evany xhingl; THIS 18 asouT A SPECTIFIC CASD-
A SAVED WIFE LIVING WITH AN UNSAVED MUSBAND: AND FDR A SPECIFIC
REasoN— TO WIN THE HUSBAND BY GODLY LIVING (CONVERSATION IN THE
CREEK 13 ™MANNER OF LIFE") INSTEAD OF GOSPEL PRESENTATION.

"OEEY NOT THE WORD” MEANS THAT TrHE PERSON HAS HAD THE GOSPEL
PRESENTED TO THEM AND CONTINUALLY REFUSED TO HEAR OR HEED 1T. THE
SITUATION HAS BECOME SUCH. THAT THE WIFE I3 MOW "NAGGING” HER HUSBAND
AND TURNING HIM AWAY FROM THE BDOSPEL INSTEAD OF TOWARG IT. PETER 1S
SHOWIMND HOW TO WIN THIE HUBBAND WITH YOUR L. IFE INSTEAD OF YOUR LIPSS
AaND IN DOING S50 SHOWS US SOME ATTRIBUTES THAT ALL SOUL WINMNERS NEED.
{NOTE- WIVES: THIS IS MNOT DMLY & WAY TO CHANGE HIS HaRO-HEART BUT
ALSD A WAY TO CHANGE THOSE HABIT& HE HAS THAT IRRITATE YO &0 BADLY.
AND THEY 'LiL WORK A LOT PBETTER THAN. ARGUING HIM INTC SLMMING wnz
-FRONT DODR DR YDU S ING THE BEDRDOM QOORI, -

SUBMITTING TQ BE A & ~WINNER MEANS YOU CHANGE YBUR- o

1, ATTITUBE- They bthgﬂ.d youwn choste convendoilon coupled wikh
4eon- PURE LIVING COMBINED WITH RESPECT. WHAT ALl MEM WISH ALL WOMEN
KNEW 15 THAT MEN MUST HAVE RESPECT! GOD INSTILLED THAT Id THEM WHEN
HE GAVE MaN THE LEACERSHIF FOSITION FOLLOWING MAN'E Facl INTD 3IN. 50
IF A 'WOMAN WANTS TO WIN HER RUSBAMND BRE MUST SHOW HIM THE CHAMGE IN

HER LLIFE WITH HER PURE LIVINGI AND IN HMER REART WITH HER REBSFECTFUL
ATTITURE L[THE SAME TWO THINGS THAT MAKES THE WORLD "SIT UP AND TAKE
NOTICE” WHEN WE WLTNESS. TO THEM. HIOH FPRESSURE SALEBMANSHIP MAY MAKE
A PERSON MAKE A “DECISION” BUT HONEST HUMBLE CUMCERM WILL DRAW THEM
10 CARIBT 70 BE BORN AGAINI. IT 18 NOT. RESPECY TO TELL A MAN HOW
SORRY HE 1S EECAUSE HE DOES NOT MEET YOUR EXPECTATIONS: OR SODLY
LIVING TQ WANT TO LODK LIKE OR LIVE LIKE THE WORLD. WHICH BRINGS US
TO THE NEXT CHANGE.

2. ADORMMENT- Man 18 THE ONLY ANIMAL THAT OOES NOT PRODUCE H1S
CLOTHING FROM THE INSIOE (FUR: FEATHERS, FINS), HE LOST THAT ABILITY
WHEN HE SINNED (THE FIRST THING MAN REALIZED WHEN ME ATE TRHE
FORBIDDEN FRUIT WAS THAT HE WAS WAKED) AND THE' FIRST .THING HE DID WAS
BEGIN A YFIG-LEAF SEWING FaCTORY"-~ GEN 3:T), ‘SINCE THAT TIME MAN
(AND WOMAK DY HAVE USED CLOTHING NOT OQNMLY AS A COVERING FOR THEIR
BOGIES SUT ALSG AR A WAY TO "HIDE THELR FAULTS" BY DRAWING ATTENTION
T WHAT THEY ARE WEARING INSTEAD OF WHO theEy ARE. (INTERESTING SI0E
NOTE MERE- DODT™S GAMMENT 13 LISHT AND [ "M CONVINCED THAT WE WILL NOT
WEAR "CLOTHING™ 1IN HEaAvEN: JESUS LEFT HI18 AT THE CROSS anD Toms, THIs
GARMENT OF LIGHT WILL COME FROM WITHIN (AS SHOWN BY JE3US ON THE
MounT oF TRANSFIGURATION). THIS I3 WHERE FETER TELLS US TD LET OUR
BEAUTY SHINE FROM EVEN TODAY- "THE HIODEN Mall OF THE HEART” I.



3. HORITY- :
B a%u}mg Showins of Authority- AvmF BIBLE: ¥i «as thus that Sarahb
abipyed Abrahem (follouasd jiw guidence #nd ucknowliedging his keadshia

aver her bu» zalling Him' iorcd~ master, leuder, authariiy., SARAH
SHOWED HER SUBMISSION TO HER HUSBAND'S AUTHORITY BY HERS

1. WaLrk (OBEYED) AND

2. TaLx (caLL HIM "MASTER™ ).

TH1IS PUTE THE RESPONSIBILITY ON THE MAN ‘AS ME UNDERSTANDS THAT HE
IS EXPECTED TO LEAD. AT FIRST HE WILL TEST THE WIFE TOU SEE IF SHE 19
REAL (JUST LIKE THE WORLD DOES mMOST CHRISTIANS BEFORE THEY BELIEVE
THEIR TESTIMONY! )., THEN HE WILL GRADUALLY REALIZE HOW GREAT A
RESPONSIBILITY HE HAS) AMD HIS NEED OF HELP IMN HANCLING THAT
RESPONSIBILITY» AND BRING HIS WIFE MORE AND MORE INTO THE
RESPONSIBILITY "CHAIN". THUS THE WIFE GAINS BY YIELDING WHAT SHE
COULD NEVER OFET BY FUSSING AND FIGHTING. L[IN THE SAME WAY: YOU
CANNDT DRIVE FEOPLE TO AN ALTER TD BE SAVED BUT vou CAR DRAW THEM TO
CHRIST WITH YOUR LOVING HUMBLE ATTITUDE].,

El_lng,g» L. dEv-THIS WILL RESULT 1N PEACE AS YOU
FOLLOW GOD 'S COMMAND *AMF BIBLE- Let nathing terrify you- nat giving
way o hysitgeical feears or lefting anxigtles umerve yau. WHERE A
Man NEEDS RESFHFECT A WAMAN MEEDS SECURITY. IT°S DIFFICULT FOR HER TO
YIELD TO THE AUTHORITY ANMD LEADERSHIF OF THE MAKN IF HE IS NOT LEADIMG
IN SUCH A WAY A2 TO GIVE HER THIS SECURITY. PETER 1S HERE TELLING HER
TO TRUST IN THE LORD AS SHE CALLS HER HUSBAND "LORD™. L[THIS IS THE
POINT THE SIMMER MUST BE BROUGHT TO ALSOs THEY WANT TO BE SAVED BUT
THEY ARE AFRAID THEY CAN'T MEET GOD AKND MAM'S ENPECTATIONS AFTER THEY
ARE SAVED AND THEY DON'T WANT TO FalL. THEY mMUST BE SHOWN THAT CHR1ST
Paip THE PRICE FOR SINZ AND THEY REST IN HIS FINISHED WORK].

4. ANOTHER VIEW- THE HUSBAND'S RESPONSIBILITY- (FETER HAS JUMPED FROM
A NON-CHRISTIAN TD A CHRISTIAN HUSBAND 1IN ORDER TO SHOW THIS
euam1se1vs WIFE WHAT CAN AND SHOULD HAPPEN) HUSBAND [E ORDERED TG:

; 3 ot : P pe L 0 3AIN THIS
KNOWLEDGE A HusaAND MUST TAKE THE TIME AMD EFFORT TEOLEARN WHAT HIS
WIFE WANTS AND NEEDS, HE MUST LEARN NOT TO TALK A HIS WIFE BUT WITH
HER. COMMUNICATION AND CBMPANIONSHIP MAKE # HAPPY vourLet’

B> G * 2 ~ agRe  YET REALIZING
YOU ARE HEIRS TDGETHER GF THE GRACE oF LIFE (EQUAL IM 2nT's SIGHT!
Thene Ao naikhen Jew won Gneek, thene Jb nedlihen bond mot dnee, theona
As neikhen male mon female’ fon ye ane ok ‘ome hin Chnda? Jesus. Gal
3:28). THE HUSBAND MUST REMEMBER THAT THE WIFE IS WEAKER PHYSICALLY
AND EMOTIONALLY (MORE EASILY DECEIVED €I Tim 2:12-14) BECAUSE SHE HAS
A "SOFT HEART™ (WHICH ALSO IS HER OREATEST ASSET AS A MOTHERD). THIS
MEANS HE CAM'T TREAT HER LIKE "ONE OF THE BOYE" DR ANGTHER MAN. HE
Mug; PRIZE ANQ PRGTECT HER.

(AS OME PREACHER"FUT IT, PRUBLEMS AT HOME MAKE PRDBLEMS IN THE
PULPITI™). [T'S HARD TO PRAY TOGETHER WHEN YOU AREN'T SPEAKING! A
CHRISTIAN COUPLE CAM WORK THRU THEIR PROBLEMS BECAUBE THEY HAVE AN

UNMBIASED "MEDIATOR™ (THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE WDRD OF GODY TD GIVE
THEM GUIDANCE .,

PETER HAS SHOWN US HOW A WIFE GAM TRY TO COMNVERT HER UNSAVED
HUSBAND AND THEN' SHOWN THE WONGERFUL RESULTS THAT WILL COME FROM THAT
HU S8 AMLY BEIN@ SAVED. AT THE SAME TIME HE HAS SHOWN CHRISTIAMS THAT
THEY CAN'T FORCE QOMEONE To BE SAVED BUT GEMUINE Love anND COMCERN
WIilLL DO WHAT FORCE CAN'T. ARE YOU WILLING TO TAKE UM YOUR CRCSS IN
ORDER TQ LEAD SOMEONE T CHRIST??
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1 am writing this an &
Wednesday Afternoon with the
clock ticking away!!. Paula and
i returneg from Florida and
Misgsiesippi last Monday night
and have been working hard to
catch up with everything (When
I'm gone my work just keeps
piling up). ! hope to finish
this mewsletter and get it ready
to mail tonight during and after
Praver Meeting (I "Volunteer” my
members to help put it together
many times).

The reason I°m in such a hurry
ja that Paula and I leave after
Frayer Meeting tonight te return
to Mizsissippi to participate in
the Funeral Service of Mr.
France Hill. Mr. France was a
good friend and we will miss him
but realize that finally his
pain and suffering are at an
end, The Funeral service is
Tamorrow and we plan to return
home Fridavy.

Jur recent trip to Filorida and
Mississippi was very good except
for the fact that we arrived in
Flarida at a time when there
ware 4 deaths cornected with
Churech families and we did not
get to see as many of cur
friends as we wanted to. But we
rejoice to swe God’s continued
Biessings on the Church and .
thank God for such Good Friends.
The Work in Missxssapp: rs also

going well (They've added 2

winge of Sunday Scnool Robms

since we were last there) and we
rejoiced in the Love and Friend-
ship that is still so evident
among our Friends there.

"Meanwhile back at the ranch”
Brother Marion Coker led in a
tremendous service here at Grace
while I was gone. His devotion
and the tpstimonies by Hope Frve
and Damon Rurnion are wonderful.
You need to get one of ‘the tapes
of this service; it’11 put a
shout in ypur soul! (No one
remgmbered  to vrecord Brother
Johnny Evan’s Morning Message
put I do havye a copy of the
Gunday MNight Sing and have
already listened to it fumercus
timaes).

The Family Fun Night last
Wadnesday was Tantastic. We had
arourgd &0 or 70 pecple present
and had a wonderful time.
Brother David Wall gave an
excellent devotion, Brother
Damon gave a great performance
{Does anvone know what’s an the
log at the bottom of the seal??),
and Busan Spring and Cormie
Mathie had done an excellent job
in preparing the activities.

I have lots of people to thank
for help. next issue. Have to
close now. Praise God for His
meeting needs.

Prea:her Mike

Hrace Free WHill Bapt:st ﬁhurch
2 Har 1003 368 Lawrence Bt
Ltabe City, 3 C 39560

&GNFPGFIT DRGQNIZATIGN
U 8 Postane PAID Permit #a
Lake Cityy 8 C 2958460



II PETER: Knowing the Truth 3 Pagstor Mircheal Jones

HOW IDOESS G000 SPEOK
11 Peter 1:17-18

We are constantly assaulted today with opinion polls and "experts’
telling us What we believe and Why we beliéve it. And the sad thing
is that we are beginning to accept what they say!l!

Part of the problem is that People now put more confidence in TV
News Anchormen than they do in preachers of the Gospel (Resulting of
course from National Preacher scandals [Baker, Swaggart] and local
preacher failures and contradictions (church splite and fights. One
pastor says wearing pants is a sin, the mnext ignores this issues
etc.l) How do we know what is right?? How can we tell if it is
God’s voice speéaking to us?? W Feter tells us in this Scripture that
he heard the voice of God testify that Jesus was His Beloved Son. Tt
is -unusual for God to speak in an audible voice (He& did in John 12:28
and stunned the people who said it was thunder or an angel. He did to
Paul on the road to Damascus [Acts 9:3-71 but those with his heard
only a sound without understanding what wae said [Cp Acts 9:7 with
22:91 and, ‘of cours®e, He spoke extensively with Moses on the Mount as
He gave him the Law for the People {book o¢f Exodus. See Ex 19:9].

Most of us, however, never hear God speak iﬁ an audible voice and
we need to understand how Bod speaks ta us by'examining how He- has
spoken to men in times past.

1. CHURCH- Lev 1:1 "AD THE LORD CALLED UNTO MOSES, -AND SPAEE UNTEH HIN OUT OF

THE TABEERACLE 0F THE CONSREGATION, 5A¥INg, Today God uses the Spirit and

the Ward in ‘the Church. ' '

2. BCRIPTURE~ 1 Samuel 3:21 AKD THE LORD APPEARED AGAIN IN SHILOH: FOR THE

L ORD REVEALED WIMBELF 70 SAMUEL IN SHILOH BY THE WORD OF THE LORD. Many "things

in Scripture are open to some interpretation but most things are
plain as God'can make themt

3. CIRCUMSTANCES— Rom 8:28  See Joseph in Egypt, Daniel in Babylon
4. ANIMALS- Ass to Balaami Whale for Jonahi Dnve fur Noah

3. PLANTS- Vine to Jonah (Jon 49~} .

&. PREACHERS— Rom 10:44 HOY THEW SHALL THEY CALL ON WIN [N WHOM THEY HAYE  KOT

BELIEYEL? GB HOM SHALL THEY BELIEVE 1N HIN OF WHON THEY BAVE BOT MERRE7 AND HOM

SHALL THEY HEAR WITHOUT A PREACHER? ’ ‘

7. STAARS- Led Wise Men to Jesuc, used in navigation, Misused 1n
Astr¥ology (Even cohvicis Sinners! Ps 8:3~4 WAER I CONCIDER THY %WEHB'

THE WORK OF THY FINGERS, THE NODW AN THE STARS, WHICH TRGU HAGT ORDHINEDS WHAT 18

AN, TWAT THOU ART RINBFUL DF WIMT ANWD- THE SON OF WAN, THAT THOU VISITEST HINT .

8. ANBELS- Tould Shepherds where to find Jesusj Told Zacharias about
the birth of John the Baptist {(Luke 1:11-13}; and Mary about the
Birth of Jesus (Luké 1126-33), Told Joseph to marry Mdry (Matt 1:19-
21)§ when to leave Bethlehem (Matt 2:13) and then Egypt (Matt 2:19-
201, . ; ‘ ' ) ' :

9. DREAMS- Used to warn the Wise Men to depart another way (Matt
2:18)3 to 'warn Joseph hot to setile in Judea (Matt 2:22); and to tell
Mebuchadnezzar about the Future (Dan 2:28)° ‘ C '

There are other Means and Methods that Bod uses to communicate to
His People. The main thing is that we have to have "ears tao hear”
Many times God speaks and we simply aren’t listening!t Don’t let it
happen to yout!



1 PETER; Suffering for the Saviour . . : . Pastor Mike Jones

CONSCIENTIOUS SUFFERING

: . "1 Pater 3:13-22

Maving told us how to Leave Life and see Good days, Feter now is led
to look at the "Other side of the coin” and show us our attxtgﬁe and
actions if we are talled upon te suffer as Christisns. This is the
heart of the book,; and the heart of Peter’s message. Peter gnag that
Persecution and Problems were going to bm a part of the ;hrxstlan
Experience and he wanted them to make Christians BETTER 1nst§a? of
BITTER so he gave S Guidelines If you suffer for Righteousness 5§k?:

1. Remain Confident of God’'s Care-— WHI 13 KE THAT WiLL WARM Y04,  }F YE BE FﬁLL_ﬁs&Eﬂa
OF THAT WHILH IS 68807 We know God hears our Prayers and strengthens us.1n
life’s difficulties so we live in Faith instead of Fear. The SFarm
is a time of Observation instead of Consternation when vou’re living
in the Rock!

2. Remain Calm in your own soul- He then tells us that if we do
suffer for rightecusness’® sake we are to bhe HAPPY ., UNAFRAID, and

UNDISTURBED (Amp. Bible: Do not dread or be afraid of their threats,
or he disturbed hy their opposition). "You dan’t stop your car for a
barking dogl!”; and when you realize the source of the storm (Satan)
you rejoice knowing veu’re disturbing him and belping Gad!

3. Reserve the Center gof your hgart for Christ- Whp fears the
howling of the wolves when ypu’re safe at home with the Master? Use
this time of being "shut in" to rebuild and rekindie ypur relation-
ship with Christ. Troubles will drive you to, or separate your from,
God; That choice is yourst .

4. Upe_the Trouble as a time of Tegstimory~ M0 BE REABY ALHAYS TO BIVE Al ANSHEX
T8 EVERY MAW THAT RSKETH YOU & REAGDN OF YHE. HOPE THAT 1f [N VOU WITH ®EERUESS QKD FEAR. Your Answer
and your Attitude will determine if God gets the Blory during ihis
trouble. I believe the testimony and attitude of Stephen at his death
was wne of the key moments in early church history-— becsuse it
burrned in Paul’s soul so that the light on the Damascus Road copuld
finally open his eyes.

5. Live sp vour Accusery will be Ashamed instead of you- Remember
vau’re suffering for Righteousness’ sake, not riotous livingl! When

you do wrong and suffer that’s PUNISHMENT; When you do right ard
Suffer that makes you PARTAKERS with Christ.

Peter then goes on to show that; not only was there Glory that
followed Christ’s death, but there slso was a Goal that was
accomplished during His death- preaching to the spirits in prison
EJust as in your case Bod . is conforming you into the image of Christ
while at the same time showing your Christlike attitude and actians
to an unbelieving world-—- see 431-53.

I don’t Knew that I can sum this up any better than Pgster did in
G:12— 19 BELOVED, THING 1T NOT SIRANGE CONCCRMINS THE FIERY TRIAL WMICH [S T8 TRY YU, A5 THOUGH SOKE
STRANGE THING HAPPENED UHTO YOUs BUT REJOICE, TNASMUCH A5 YE ARE PARVAKERS OF CHRIST™S SUFFERINGG; THAT, WhEM
RIS 6LORY SHALL BE REVEALED, YE MAY BE BLAD ALSD WITH EXCEERING JOY. IF YE BE REPROACHER FOR THE WAME OF
C BRIST, HAPPY ARE YE3 FOR THE SPIRIT OF GLORY #HD OF GOD RESTETH UPDM YDU: DM ThEIR PART HE IS EVIL SPOKEK
GF , BUT 0N YGUR PART HE IS GLORIFIEB. BUT LET HONE OF VOU SUFFER & MURDERER, OR AS A THICF, OR AS MK
EVILDBER, OR AS A BUSYBODY IN OTHER WEN'S MATTERS. YET IF AMY NAN SUFFER A% & CHRISTIAN, LET HiM HOT BE
AEHAMED; BUT LET HIM GLOAIFY GO0 DR THIS SEWALF. FOR THE TIKE 1S5 COME THAT JUDSMENT WUST BESIN AT THE HOUSE
GF GOb: ANG [F IT FIRST BEBIN AT Ub, ¥HAT SHALL THE END BE OF THEM THAT OBEY MOT THE 80SPEL OF GOOT AKD IF
THE RIGHIEQUS SCARCELY BE GAVER, WHERE SHRLL THE UNBODLY AMD THE SINKER APFEAR?  WHEREFDSE LET THEN THAY
BUFFER ACCORDINGE 7O THE NILL OF GOD COMMIT THE KEEPFING UF THEIR SDULS TO HIR IN HELL DOING, AS (W7D &
FRITHFUL CHREATIR.



I PETER: Sufferirg for the Saviour Fastor Mike Jones
FIEZETER*S POSTSOCRIT

1PE S:12-14 BY SILYANIS, & FAITHFUL BROTHER UNTG YD, AS T SUPPOSE. I HAVE WRITTEW BRIEFLY, EXHORT:
AND TESTIFYING THAT THIS IS THE TRUE GRACE OF GOD WHEREIM YE STAND. THE CHURCH THAT IS AT DABWON, ELECTE
TOGETHER WITH YOU, SRLUTCTR YOUs5 AWE 80 DOTH MARCUE Hy SOM. OREET YE ONE ANDYHER WITH A KISE OF CHARITY.

P EAE BE WITH YOU ALL THAT ARE IN CHRIBT JESUS. ANEN,

Peter closes his letter by showing 3 final foundation needed in the
life of every Christian, but especially in the life of someone who is
undergoing suffering for the cause of Christ. '

1. A Friend- -
- A) Faithful- You Can Depend on him. He will do you good and rot
evil all the days aof his life.
B) "Brother'- There is a friend that sticks cleser than a brothesr.
C) Helper- Someone to help you. Two are better than one for they
have a good reward fTor their labor. '

2. A Faith-

A) To Tell- Exhorting= to counsel, to urge and stimulate. Talk
about it. MWe are Witnesses toc the wonder of Salvation

B) To Testify- Example= See what it has done in and for me. New
Creature in Christ. .

C} True- Dependable and steadfast. Other’s canm’t convince you tq
change because vou know what you have.

3. The Fellawship of the Church-
AY It's Place~ elected together with you- All Part of God’s Flan
B) lt’s People- & unit made up of individuals such as Mark (The

Backslidden, reclaimed vres like Peter!! So they had something in
common) . ‘ )
Cr I1t’s Passion-— Show Affection- Gregt one another with a Kiss of
Charity. :

Shun Anger- Peace be with you all that are in
Christ Jesus.

Do you have a Christian Brother that shares your burdens and
Blessings7? Do vyeou lean on the “Friend that sticks clower than a
Brother??

Is your Faith in your "Faith" or in the Faithful One?? Do vyou
regularly testify about God’s saving Brace??

Are you looking Tfor a place to serve you} or a place where you can
serve in a Fellowship of BelieversT?



—-“

1 PETER: Suffering for the Saviour .~ Paster Mike Jones
CHRISTIAN C:FQCJSBEBEEEE ) ‘
1 Peter S515-11

We have been looking at Peter’s Encouragement and Exhor tation to .
some people whe were "Buffering for the Savicur". Now in these fina
thoughts from Peter 1 want us to see how this translates into the
actual living; far too many people today know what to do, they juat
don’*t do it!!

There are 3 major Enemies that every Christian (and indeed, every
person) must face (1) Pride, (2) Progperity, and (3) Passions. It was
Pride that caused the downfall of Zatan (Is 14:1B-15), It is
Prosperity that robs the Christian’s Fruit (Mark 4:19), and It is
Passions that defeated David (11 Sam tli1-) and divides pegple (James
4:1-2). Today we’re going to see that these same enemigs must be
faced and overcome; AND THEY ARE THE SOURCES QF MUCH OF THE SUFFERING
in Christian Living today. Most Ohristian think suffering is an
"argry mob with stones” and fail to realize that the Cross is every
day denial of self and submitting to God’s will-- Matt 16:24-23 TH
SKI® JESUS UNTO KTE DISCIPLES, IF ANY WAN WILL CONE AFTER ME, LET HIN GEWY RIWGELF, AHD TAWE U WIE CROSS,
ANG FOLLOW WE. FOR WHOSBEVER WItL BAVE WIS LIFE SWALL LOSE IT: AND WHOUDEVER WILL LOSE HIS LIFE FOR #Y SAL
SHALL FIWD TT.

What are these DAILY CROSSES CHRISTIANS HUBT BEAR??

1. Berving Others— IPE S15~6 LIKEVIGE, YE YOUNBER, SUBKIT YOURSELVES UNTD THE ELOER. YER,
ALL OF YOU BE SUBJECT OME TO AHOTHER, AND BE CLOYWED WITH WUWILITY: FOR (00 RERIGIETH THE FROUD, AWD GIVETH
GRACE T0 THE HURBLE. HUMBLE YOURSELVES THEREFORE UMDER THE NIGHTY HAND OF GOB; THAT HE MAY EXALT YOU TN BUE
TikE:  "You must take a Iow place before God before you can take a high
place bhefore men.,”

How it grates on the Pride of man to be used (and sometimes abused)
by others. Yet this ig the place, and glorious privilege, of a
Christian (See Luke &6:27~38). And it’s a cross that must be taken up
every day as the world cries out to us, "L8ok out for #1" while we
seek to manifest -"The One" and only hope, Jésus.

You can’t snatch people from the fire without getting burned every
naw and theni you can’t assist the needy without being taken
advantage of by the crafty every so often; you can’t Help without
sometimes getting Hurt; and you can’t emalt Self and Saviour at the
same time. : :

Are you looking for a Cross of Exaltation, or Service?? Bod stands
against the Proud: but honors the humble. ' ‘

2. Sickness and Scarcity— 1PE S:7 CATING ALL YOUR CARE UPGH WIN; FOR HE CARETH FOR VDY,
Listen to this verse in the Amp. Hible- Casting the whole of your
care--all your anxieties, all your worries, all your ConNcerns,; once
and for all- on Him; for He cares for you affectionately, and cares
about you watchfully.

Sometimes the Christian’s Cross is a "thorn in the Flesh" that
pricks us every day but produces Glory for God (11 Cor 12:7-10);
Scmetimes it’s the lost of "rights and rewards” in order to maintain
Testimony or service (Il Car 11:8-12). And the "Pain and the
Payments” are constant companions that Satan cantinually asks us to
run away from by lying, laziness (don’t do anything and use your pain
as an excuse); or worry (doubt God’s Love or ability and try to do it
all on your own),

Are you looking for a Cross of Health and Wealth, or do you seek to
follow the example of Christ, 11 Cor 8:9 £0F Y€ K#li THE GRACE OF GUR LGRT JTEGUS
C HRIST, THAT, THOUGH HEZ WAS RICH, YET FOR YOUR S4UES HE BECAME POOF, THAT YE THROUGH HES POYERTY HIGHT BE
FICK,




3. Satan~ I1PE S:8-9 Bt SOBER, BE VIGILANT; BECAUSE YOUR ADVERSARY THE DEVIL, A8 & ROBRING LIOM,
WALKETH B3OUT, SEEKING WHBN HE NAY SEVOURs WNOK REGIGT STEADFAST IN-THE FQ!TH, KHOWING THAT THE SRME
AFFLICTIONS @RE ACCOWPLIGHED IM YOUR BRETMREN "THAT ARE §d THE WORLD. ’

Not only must we deal with our Pride and our C1rCUmstaﬁ:es but we
also must contend with the ernemy of God and Goeod, Satan. He looks for
an opportunity to attack us and we must constantly be on guarq and be
clothed with the armor of rightegusness (Eph 4:10-17). Many times we
grow tired of the fight and long for the land of Peace and Rest but
we must maintain vigilance until the final Victory. Peter says that
invaolves two things: .

A} Sober Watchfulness- Continual aiert. Can’t "goof off" on guard
duty or pretend it’s only play. .

B) Steadfast Resistarce- Stand,; arnd having done all stand.

HBut there’s more than an Cross in these Verses there’s
The Crown after the Cross~ 1PE 5:10-11 BYT THE GOD OF ALL BRACE, Wi0 HATH CALLED US
UNTD KIS ETERWAL GLORY BY CHRIST JESUS, AFTER THAT VE HAVE SUFFERED A RHILE, MAKE YOU PERFECT, STABLISH,
STRENGTHEN, SETTLE Y. To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Thevre are 3 YPoints'" to this Crown:

A) Balvation- Called to his eternal glory by Christ Jesus. Our
Salvation makes any suffering worth while. Especially when we realize
that this suffering makes ust ‘

B) Serviceable- the word "Perfect" here dees not mean "Mature" as
1t normally does in the Greek; it means to "Fit or join together" so
as to be of use, as a hele in a net is joined together %o make it
useful . It is the Holy Spirit’s work of "gifting"” us for cur part in
the Body of Christ and then enabling us to occupy that placa.

) Stability~ Circumstances changes (God doesn’t

D) Strength- He never gives us a cross without the strength to
carry it,

E) Steadfastness- Dig deeper and get to the Rock+ See Luke &:446-49°
where two men built "the same house on the ssme placs" but one dug to
the Rock and the other didn’'t. We have the ability to stand life’s
storms. .

The Reason for all this- That God may receive Glory and reign with
His people forever. And that’s our Goall!

Are you a CASUAL Christian ar a COMMITTED Christian??
Do you Wear a Cross ar Have you Taken your Cross?77

et
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BIBLE STUDY HOUR (0:00AM
MORNING EVANGELISTIC
SERVICE (LIVE OVER WJOT)  11:00AM

EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE 6:00 PM
WEDNESDﬁ(PRAMER SERVICE 7:30PM

%&j MIRCHEAL JONES , PASTOR
i (80%) 394~3725
- VOL. IV NUM 22 11-30-8B [AWRENCE STREET « PO BOX 1003 » LAKE cmf SC. - 29560
When I go +hxbe weeks w:thnqt SPECIAL. SERVIDES :-bunduyv Bow .
publishing a Newsletter there 20%h, Rewv Morwoog Gibson aprhe
o are 5o many things that haﬂpen Tar me here at Grece while I hed-
until it's hardd to gatech up with the privilegs of juining the
gvarything. Let’s start backh at rest of my Tamily in 8 surpiise
- Tre 11th of Movember when Paula Fastor Apprecisticn Day for my
and 1 went to Missisgippi. We Brother Rommis. +the sasiors
traveled 1310 miles from Wednes- Black River Ful Church ard Lhew
day night Tollowing Prayer surprised him on this speoial
e Meetlng until Friday Night when day with wonderyul testimunies
we returned bome. But the bord of love fram Mie members,; & new
protected uve and we appreciasted Dask Jat Printer fov biwmi!s and
o the privilege of sharing God’s a new dress for tils wife. Thank
Comfort with Mrs. Erin Hill and God fTor these Ting Tollks.
haee Tamily. I gppreciale Then on Wedassday before
e wveryone’s Prayers for us during Thankegiving we celebrated cur
= this tiwms ofF travel. arnmeal Praise Secwice and 1k owao
WIIHEGE: Beginviing Bunday, Maov BREATIL We began ad 75890 and 1%
Ptk we begsn Videoing our was almast 1000 before I
— Sunday Mornling Services here at finzlly got home. Sur “"vrules”
Grwcw. Don Lewis videved two for o Praise
wmEprks Tor us and iny brother, B “V»iﬂe arg vor
— Tracy., videosd last week’s g ) 0y siswple- EVES @4£
service while Dovn was out of W who atitends mu%L
town. We've 1n the learning give Praise to th
stage vight now but we haope to Lard,. They can share Scripturss,
- e shle to have some of owr Poems, Testimonies, Songs. or
services oavailable for play a musical insbrumsnb. Many
distribution oun Videao beglnning af thoss who atiended did
s the fivst of the vesr. Soon geveral of these and we had a
. peaple will be able to sese as tremendous bime of rejoliclng in
wll as hesar our services and we the Lovd. I have cut the tape o
- pray Lhe Lord will use this the servire down o 70 minutess
. sverue to reasch even mores penple and it's avallable right now, IT
withh the wonderful Geompel of vod want a Blessing then I7d
Chrigé, [I just wonder what recommend youw get one of these
o "Hooe!" Goud will open next!d. topeE ., EComtinded Gr haok ]
- Grace free Nlll detl%t Lhurch NDNPRDFIT DRGQNI7ATION
P 0O Box 1003 348 Lawrence 5t U 5 FPostage PAID Permit H2
e Lake City, § C 2935460 Lake CTity, G T 273560
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Berginming this Sunday, Dec 4,
the Adolt. Young Adult, and Teen

classes will have very special
clasgzes Yeaturing videos from
Rev Jases Uobson™s Focus on the
Family series. These
ciasses will not
have assEmbly since
the videogs are
sround 59 minutes
lorg and we will
need all our Yime in
class. I strongly
enCAuUrags every parent and
grandoarent to make & special
gffort tao attend each of thesa
Clacses.

Deo 44— The Strong Willed Child
o L1~ Shaping the Will without
preaking the Spirit

Der 18- Chiristiam Fathering

Do B5- Mo Class

Jam I- Feuvisw

day 8- Praparing far Adolescence
dan L Ee " o (1in
Jan BE- What Wives wish their
foasbands boew about Women

IMPORTANT DATES:

Beo 9 Adolt sod Young Adult
Christimas nparly at kbe “Compass"
Resgaurand beglmming at 7:30pm.
Peco 18- finvual White Christmas
Offeeing CCOur fAnrual G3Tt to
Jdebus . N1l of the moeney recelved
et fhis date goes to avcomplish
aode Special projectl.

Acul s Christmas Musicsf, "Call
Hiw Joous” begivnming at 6:00pm.
Lvous will be gtivired by this
Musical presemtation of the
Lihiristmas Story s

D 81— Youth Christmas Program.
“ang Jesus 't beoinning ak
TiBOpm. It will e followsd by a
Churoh wide Fellowship Suppey .
This will be special, Don't miss
iy,

Der P0- Liovistmaes Ssrvice from
T 3Qam o~ L1 e Odam.,

Jan H- Highard Les Family in a
sp@crial anry service — &1dfnm

T E-ienpdEs 8 8

This has besn a bremendousn
manth of mipistry ard 1t would
mot have been possihle without
the support of the many friends
of this outreach Ministry.
Hundreds of tapess wers
diwmtvibuted, a hundred or more
bookists were given awkay, 3 nisw
CR was purchased to allow us ta
copy tapms for distribuotion
sapn: A New word processing
Grearem was purchassdy s (foedém
was obtainsd to #llow me To
transfer infarmation over the
phone, and several nesdy
families were assiasted. That
dosen’t count the mormsld
pasbage, paper, irk, eto. that
is necessary to make all of this
ok . .

Thanks to these fine peopls
For thewr conf idence ard
cenbtribution

that allows fiﬁ
thie ministry LS
tp comtinueg: S
Hr andl Mrs o Lf ;
Boboy { g
Stembn idge, M- , g

ard Mrs T J v
Mrlarter, Mr = ‘w«"&% S
antf Mrs Tommy fk ‘%f
Mo Carter, Fr ' K%nf

arid Mrs Virgil

Hest (a1}l of

Misadissiopilyi Fev and Mfrs Johony
Evamss Fr and Mire Olee Eloore,
Me amd #Mrs James Postor.s Me and
Mrs Marion Tunstall. Chauaok
Zevnracy, Biliie aArd, @311 angd
Eiise MeBride, Marlon Toker , Tom
ardl Srmete FoEoighiy, Damon and
Janice Runions B andd Mrs WM
Minon, and Pre Geil Jonss, (It
5til]l astonishee me to des the
Lerd bitiog 1n exteras saactly when

Great time 1t is to be
sprving the Lord. FHemember, the
darker the times the hrighter

opur light shines. HMHay God give
vou FPeace and Joy this Chirigtmas
B d B0 . Prescheys Mike

el



II PETER: Krnowing the Truth 1 Pastor Mirchesal Jomnes

¥ X OOFTEE YVEEVI: eweswe d vy bkver Trrwaehy

II Peter was written o warn paople who were tempted fto forsake the
Buthority of the Hord of God for Human Reasoning. It show how to
digeern the right and warns about the dangers of following the wrong.
It was wioitten around &&6A0 andd cemntars around 2 key thoughts (1)
ENOWLEDGE- Knowledge of the Word of God is needed if falge Dooirine
13 to be exposed and refuted); (2) REMEMBER- It iz in remembgring
certain things about important truths that serve as a guard against
fallure 1n the Ohristian Life {1:9. 1g, 13 Z:1,-8). ‘

Jesus sald, You shall know the Lruth and the truth shiall sst yvou
fres. Peter wants his readers to grow in this freedom. In his first
Epiletle Peter warned of the danger of failure due to the oubtward
Fains of Suffering. In this Epistle he tyies t0 gxpose the i1nner
"Termites” of Doubt and False Doctrine. He knew that just as Faith
romes by hearing the Word of God so Doubt and Defeat come a8 yuou
listen to False Teachings and Teachers [Several boys would wwi accept
Chyizt as Saviour because a preacher said at their dad’s fTurgral that
theiv dad (Whao lived "like the devil") was saved because he had made
a profession of faith whitn he wss B years old. Now they ten thought
that joining the church at an early age made them “immune bto Hail'l.
A brisft GUTLINE of the book shows that Falese Doctrine is deftszated by:
I. PROPER KEOWLEDEES 9F CHRISTIAN BROWTH Chapter |

A Growth in Christian Graces 1-~11 (How to never falli)

5) Grounded in the Autharity of the Word of God 12-21
ii. PROPER KNDHLEDGE OF FALSE TEACHERS Chapter 2

3) Their Bure Destruction

B) Their Characteristics:

1. Christ Denying 2. Coveltous
3. Halk aTter the Flesh 4. Despise Authaovity.
S. Carmot cease from Sin &. Forsake the Rimht Wway.

I11. PROPER KNOWLEDSE OF THE LORD’S RETURN (Chapter 3
A) Denial by Scoffers because 1t lingers
B) Destruction will be Sudden and requires readingse

What is Gad’s Plan for every soul? To be conformed to the image of
Christ. We are to walk in His ateps and have Hig Mind (Phil 2:),
Hhy was Peter so interestied in Christian Browth? His garly Christian
gxperiente had been one of repested fallure and frulitiessness.:
9 5 ¥u* ¥ * A * W 3 e e K H % 3 % W 3 3 H ik e
FETERS IMIRODUICTION: 1:1-2
Wiio wrote the tetter? If he is going to expose the wrung then you
rired te know that he is right!! Do you trust those who teach you??
Simon Peter: A servani—- his Human side
A Apoastle— bhis Divine Call

Wi was the letter written to? T8 THSY THAT HEYE GRTRTLED LIRE MREDITRE ERITH d1TH U8
TGN TWE RIGHIEDUTHISE (F S0% AND U SRVIGUR TJESUS CHRIET.

Ay A LCommon Faith~- To Hond us together

B) A Comnon Salvation- To equal us (It’s all of Goo?
What did Peter want fTor them? GRACE &L PEACE BE WULTIFLIER O4TC YO THREURE THE KRDSLEIEE
I Ga#h, aRD OF JEBU3 (U2 LR,

A Tag Acoulire ASbundantly God’s Grace (unmerited favor) and FPeace

B To Bain this— By acguiring knowledgs of God, and of Jesus our
ford THUE IS5 LIFE ETERMAL, THRT THEY XISHT Wh0M THEE THE Giby THUE ©00, AR JTS¢5 CHRIZT, sl THOM HAst
ZEHT. John 17:3

Da you base vour Salvation on what Pecple say or gn what God says??
Are you mare concernad with your child’s health than their hioliness?



P11 PETER: Fruowing the Truth 2

LI L A K ) K S S i S5 OO S e 3 e JUR PN T ) b"*ﬂ B

Pastor Mircheal Jones

II Febter 1:13-4

Peier begins this Second Episiie by telling his readers what they
can #xpect as they follow Christ. I you are going to sxpose the
This Pattern

wrang you nestd a "Petilern” to compare the wrong agaitnst.

siows we hiuw we Lar live like Bod Wants.

I, DIVING POWER

A) The Scope of ithe Fowee~ [T BE BIVES UG AL THIHED THAT PERTALN i

1 1

ThOLIFE Al

cild [lefE-—  Everything we need to live Scgisily and Spiritually

is o probilem or gircumstance that Sod can’t handle.

B) The Source of e Power— THRGUGR THE (90WLEDSE OF HIZ TH&T wAThH
“TRTRES {(Compare £€p T:18 and Col 3:146 wherw heing filled with the
Holy Spirit and letting the Word of God dwell in us ¢cause khe same
KROW

rasult, Pecple are powerless today because they don’t

except as & historical fTigure!. Jeremiah says the wurd

hammer that bresks the rocli in pigoees and Pasul s Praver

i

THLLED 15

might KNOW Him and the Power of His Resurrection. Are you

for some "Mystical® Empowerment or do you study Lo shows

. There

i ORLEY L

CHREIwT
like &
was thel hw
looking
yoursslf

approved unto God. TOther then the Tact that He died Tor them, most
is tthe basis

people know very lititle about tha Lord; vetr konowing Him

of Joy and &Gbility.

T, RDIVINE PROMISES  {Acte 2:379 FOR T80 PRONIGE 18 LU0 Wl M8 Ty
GO sl LRL.  Christ promlaki
f e

S

FEL THAT oPb gESH (PR, TVER ORR RAMY 8B OTRD LGRD

Turgiveness to the =anful, rest to the weary, vomfort o

hope to the dying, and life to the desd.
3) Exmc o]l

SNTORTEMTY Thidbm, GREDH DR30 RDHESY ROT.  We make such little cilieips

Promispe ) :
#y Freciows~ Because God canmot lie and 1t's Liks
Gl

FJII. DIVINE MNATURE-
A) What wo recgive-~ partakers of the divine nature
BY hat ws vengunce- Maving escaped the corruption
wiT T thruuun Juat .. We leave the "divri of desire’ as
instesd of being served, to give instesd of get.

Are you Tilled with the Spirit so you have the Power
Lifev?
Do vou lean on the Promises of Gouo?

vies sk

.
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Great— Jer 28:3 Cill 0470 &, M0 T WILL fHS2cY THEE, Gl RHgS TRTE BRgAT
such Great

i bhe

ig in the

1o serve

in your

Are you developing as a new creature by receiving God’e Nature and

-

fermouncing selfish desicres??

i
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[T PETER: Knowing the Truth 3 © Pastor Mircheal Jones

IT Peter 135~11

Peter was concerned that his "flock" not be misled by False
tsachers and fdlse Deoctrinaes. He wants to start o a positive note,
however, and show that this need mot be a concern 1f certaln things
are done. By doing so he shows us something every Christian needs to
Lyrow, “How to Never Fallvi .

This is tremendous information!! It means that a persen who wants
to be saved but fears his-ability to live the Christian life can now
take up hig cross and Tollow Chrigst. It means that in the congiant
Tight that every Christian must engage in he can do so with complete
confidence in God’s . Fower and Promisen. ‘

Arel that’s exactly where Peter bepins—-— He has shown us the divine
Powsr and Divine Promises that enable us to be partakers of the
Divivne MNature and now bhe wants us to understand what our part is in
this. That’s why he begins with “"Besides this". It should be
translated "For this very cause'i therefore, because aof the DRivine
Power and Promises that are ours as a result of accephing Christ we
stiould add some things from the human side—~— Conversion should change
Character! as well as destinatien.

CleE e o len BlEn e ey B am R

>

I. THE EFFORT NCEDED:y “Diligence” means to “to do ohe’s lkest:. to
gxoprt one's self”. "The divine nature is not an automatic self-
propelling machine that. will turnm out a Christian life for the
teliever irrespective of what thal believer does or the attitude he
takes to the salvation God has arovidad” (Wiest)., Thers must be a
illful determined efforti on the part of the Christiasn to become the
grown up son of God that God Fas determined for him to be. That
getermination will involve Pravyers, Study of the Scrigtures, Chureh
attendance, etc. as the persan seeks every mearns possinle to develop
&% a Christian. ' ) ‘ '

MaMY PEOSPLE ARE LINEWARM CHRIZTIANS BECAUSE THDV'AE SaTISFIED BEINMG
LUHEWANM CHREISTIAMSIIIL There s Effort and €nevys wesded 1T you aie
ta develop pruperly as a Christiai, ' ' ' ‘

11. THE HARMINY REQUIRED: "Add" is derives from the Greek work
"Chigrez". It does natl gmean that the following virtues should he added
e ar top of another Gul. rather BLENDED togather so as to produce
Harmoeny inv the Holiness of the belisver. In the normal variations of
life ang or ancibher of fthese virtues will constantly be thrust into
the prominent place in your 1ife but in the blend pf your 1ife they
will .produce a harmony of character that will allow you to "weep with
them that weep, laugh with them that laugh, etc” instesd of turning
ivito & harsh - judgmental  Pharisee or a "Mushy,s anything goess” liberal.
It malkss wus "well rounded” end followers of the example of Christ who
VIEERSED TH ORIEDOE ARD STATURE, AuD 1H SRR MITH BOD &¥D #a Luke 2:98.



11 PETER:. Knowing the Truth &, Pastor Mircheal Jones

Peter says this Harmony is a blwmd'bf B Virtues:
1. Faith: Saving Faith snd Sustaining Faith
2. Virtue: Energy to itransiate faith into practice
3. Knowledge: ACQuazntunce with God’s Purpose and Plans.,
4. Temperance: self control cof desires {These are not desires that
are feorbidden but desires that control you if you do not lsarn to
control them!! Sex is good in the marriage relaticnship but Batan
tries to get people cbhsessed. with, their selfish fulfillment of sexual
desires sc that it changes Fram making Love into fulfilling Lust,
Food is necessary Tor the body but in excessive amounts 1t harms the
very body it is meant to help! The tpnqge,iﬁ a marvelous help in
commuricating Good and a destructive fire in spreading bzd). Fasting
is a tremendous help in developing and practicing this character
trait. Temperance is alsg a Fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:232).
3. Patierwe: "To remain under testings arg trials imn a way that
honors Ged." Not just Enduring but Exhibiting Faith and Confidence
tn God so that the trials or testing turn into Triumph.
L. Godliness: nghtly Reverent in your llvzng and in vyaur
relatiaﬂshiﬁ with 5od. The world is able to recognize your dependence
on and deep affection for God by the demonstiration of vour life.
7. _Breotherly Kindness: to have. affpctlon for a brother that allows
you to overlook his faults WhllL helping bim develop [Notice how
sometimes Christ was gentle with Feter and wometimes harsh but always
develoging him into the “Raci“'He kriew e could bel.
8., Love: "That diving love which God is as to His nature, which is
produced in the heart of the yleldod believer by the Holy Spirit, and
which impels him to deny himself for the bhenefit of the gre loved.
ARE YOU A ONE DIMENSION GR A& DEVELORING CHRISTIANT?

I11. THE FRUIT INSPECTED:

A The Morm: "In you and abound” msans a nsaturel possession that
zpills over instead of being forced out. You denm’™ i hesr fruit trees
groaning to praduce fruit. They do so naturally. The Christian life
should be an Overflow: not a constant “bucket brigade®!

B) The Negstives: How ctan vou tell if a person is not growing??

1. Barren— 1ldle; nothing going on (still waters stzanats)
€. Unfruitful- Fruit of the Spirit is nat produced <rd the Father
has to prune (John {8:). There is no increasing

awareness or appreciation for the Lord Jesuss FPaul counted all things
but lost for the excellence of the Knowledge of Christ.

3. Blind- (Nearsighted- as a person who is in the dark and walks
intec a bright light and the light blinds him). Unable Lo understand
spiritual things so he trigs less and less, fnother good way to
describe this is that the person only sees the "near” which is self|
And self Decomes their world.

4, Forgetful of what God has done so doubt begins to infect. An
unthankful heart is a heart on the road to backsliding {Rom 1:121).,

ARE YOU A FRUITLESS FIG TREE WAITING 7O BE CURSED BY GOD?Y

God has provided sverything we need to live the successful
developing Christian life. Are vou Diligently Developing or Basicly
Hacksliding?? All the materials yocu need to build a good life here
and look forward to eternity in Heaven are availahle; You can use
them or allow them to sit 1dily by and decay. You must maike the
choice.



IT PETER: Knowing the Truth 7 Pactor Mircheal Jones

TRAED BEenis Um0 O TR e T e 1 W o
I! Peter 1:19-F1

Having told h15 readers how to Never Fall by leaning on God’s Fower
and Promises and growing in Christian Virtues; Peter now finishes the
"Foslitive FPortion” of his letler with a definite declaration
concerning the Word of God. He is about to expose false teachers and
false doctrine and he needs to reconfirm o his readers the authority
and accuracy of the Bible.

This, swrprisingly, is still a major problem today. Many people
acknowledge the Bible as the Word of God with their lips but fail to
read or heed it in their lives, This 1g why pecople can be raised in
Church and taught the basic Bible truths and still be wooed antd won
by cults and false doctirines, They rely on what "seems” right incstead
of what God says is right. o

Peter lists for us three Basic things about the Scriptures that are
extremely important: (1) It’s Impact, What does it do? (g1 It°s
Interpretation, Who can #xplain 1t7? (3 It’s Inspirations Where did
it come from.

I. 178 IMPACT EPE 1219 WE H3vE ALS0 A HORC GSURE WOPD OF FPROPHECY S MRERELMTS YE U0 MELL THAT
YE  TALE HERD, A5 UNTG A LIGHT ThAT CWINETE i & DARE FLATE, URTIL THE C&Y DaWM, AND TWE DAY GT4R 4
YRR HEMRTS ; .

&) The Bible is Betiter than Experience- Peter says that the
"Prophecy" (the Bible) is even more reliable than his experisnce in
hearing God’s voice on the Mount of Jransfiguratiocn!l!l "The reason he
did 50 is because the Mount of Transfiguration is a one time event in
the lives of 3 disciples while the scriptures have proven themselwves
true countless time to countless people. In this day of Charismatic
Confusion where experienceg is valued above doctrine men need
desperately to hear ithis truth.

B} The Bible is Beaming it’s light into the werles’s davkness— The
very fact that the Bible ewposes sin and men shows 1t's
trustworthiness. If it was of men it would excuse or hide men’s
faults and failures.

Berause it is a light in a dark place we must avo;d tn@ chstacles
1t exnoses snd avail ourselves of the opportunitiss 1t shows (which
iz basically what the Psalmist was saying in Psalm 119:105 THY WRE IS a
LAtiF DTG HY FZET, RHD A LIGHT UNTE MY FaTR.D

II. ITS INTERPREYATION- 2PE ;20 [HWIEE THIR F SI.T%THGP%NE?GFT% SCRIFTORE G
fF  ARY FRIVETD IWTENCRETATION.

A) It’s Primacy=- You must understand how to "Unravel" the mysteries
of the Scriptures when you begin cr you will end up worst tham vou
began— See 3:15~146 ARD ACDOUNT THAT THE LOUGIUFFERIRG OF OWR LWquSAWﬁmﬁ'E%uaaﬂ%
TELOVED EROTHER PANL ELSD ACTORDIMG 7O THE dfSnfls BIVEN UHTD ATH HRTH WRITTER URTD vOUus A3 #L3E IR AL WIS
FRIGLES, GFEAFING IR VHEN OF THESE THIEGS; Ik BHICH ARE SHME THINGS KARY 7O BE IWBERSTORD, Hﬁii% THE? THAT
PRE UNLEARRED AND BHSTERLE MREST, RS TZY B0 ALS0 THE GTHER SCRIPTURES, Uoih THEDR O DEGTRUCTIDN. Far
Far too many peoplie start out with a theory and then try to fiad a
Seripture than they can make say that instead of first finding out
what God is trying to =ay and then building their theories
accordingly.




11 PETER: tnowing the Truth = ) - Pastor Mircheal Jones

BY It’s Privauy— The "Private Interpretation" here refers to the
PROFHLETS Interpretation and not the Readers!! Reading this verse with
the next verse shows us that the FPropbet did not prophesy according
to his own unigue situation but according to the Holy Spirit’s
Divection. The Prophet was able to use the prophesvy in his day for
f1i1s situation but God is able 'to use it any time and any place (Many
of the prophesies about Christ wers not understood until Christ

fulfilled them—— Example: Mest scholars of Jesus’ day would have said
that the promised Messiah would be a Nazarene in Character while
Jesus was s Mazarene 1n Citizenship!! (Matt Z:23))

This does not give every man the right to make up his own
rnterpretation of the Bible and do as he pleases but it does allow
God to use Scriptures in Personal situations—— Many times I have
read a portion of Scripture and saw a2 wonderful {ruth but when faced
with anatiher set of circumstances 1 would ses another truth just as
wonderful from the same Scripture; That’s why the Bible is the
"living" Word of Godt ) : : o

TEI. OITS INGPINATIOM- 2PE 1:21  F03 THE FROPHECY OfuE HOT IR OLD TIRE BY IME BELL OF B&d:
Bl Wy MEn JF CB GPBKE AS THEY WERE HQRCD BY THE HOLY GHEST,

A) Mot By Men’s Desire- God did rot give Prophesy bhecause men
wanted to know what to doj He gave the Prophesy because He wanted to
shiow man what HE WANTED DONE(F It is not a matter of man’s lecining
what God wants and then considering if he will ohey it: it is man
hearing God’s orders and obeying them! :

B) By Ged’s Rirection~ Wuest says that there are 3 steps in the
transmission of truth from the heart of God to the beart of man:

(1) RBevelation: The act of Goad the Holy Spirit imparting to the
Hible writers, truth incapable of being discovered by man’s unaided
reason (I Caor 2:10-12}

(&) Inspiration: The act af God the Holy spirit snabiling the Bible
wiriters to write down irr God-chosen words, infallible. the truth
revealed (I Cor 2:13) : '

(d) Illuminaticn: The act af God the Hely Spirit erabling belisvers
te understend the fruth given by revelation and written doawn by
insgiration. (1 Cor 2:14-14&) Wuswt s Word Shudiew in hhe Gredd Naw Teshasenk Yol IV Pags 39

The Bible can anly impact an men’s lives as they acknowledage it’s
relevancy to their situstion and accept it’s authority over their
dacisions. ‘ : ’
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| :" Grace Free Tl Baptist Chuech
‘ v “Tn Koow and To Show Christ™

And BIBLE STUDY HOUR (C:00AM

o . MORNING EVANGELISTIC
1 ] ll ,  SERVICE (LIVE OVER WUOT)  I1:00AM
L EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE  6:00PM

WEDNESDAY PRAYER SERVICE  7:30FPM

MIRCHEAL JONES , PASTOR
(803) 394-3725

VOL. ¥ NUM o {po5_ggLAWRENCE STREET - PO BOX 1003 - LAKE CITY, SC. « 29560

CHRISTMAS SERVICESY We’ve had KING JESUS: The Yuuth Christmas
such & good Spirit in aur Fregram will begin at Zigggglmﬁ
Services during this Christmas Mednesday, Dec., 21. Our '"kids"
Season until I can hardly wait are really doing well and I lock
Tor the next few weeks of forward 1o seeing this program.
Activities. I remember years It will be followed by our
when I kept thinking about how aniiual finger fooad fellowship
good 1t would be Tor all ihe ands although it’s hot Hot
activities nf Dogst, I s58ill leok forward fo
Christmas to be trying all the Christoas
owEr because gyondigs,
everyvane segened so {Hupe Frye angd Snne Thigpen
tense anwd tired slaected and dirgoted otk thesc
bt not this prograics and IO TREMENMDOUZLY
yeart! We cordially invite vou BPPRECIATE theiv work).
to atterd Any and A1l of thess
Celebration Services: e LHRISTHAS DAY
Sunday . December 18 ww p.ow Toyo-  DERVICES:
White Christmas Offering: ALL of &Eﬁ@guﬂ%%g ; Special Worshis
the GiTering Recgived tthis gé g“”’_ o w1 ;wieﬁraticr
Sunday o ta pur annual "O{fer - Q}g&?@gﬁg;;ﬁ Eorviges ave
ing Tor the Lord”". We do wot plammed from
gxchange giftis as = Church. 1G:00-11:00am, We hops to have
Imstead, EVERYOME in the Church the largest altendance so far
is ewncouraged to give s special this yeoar as we pub Lhbe witrshio
Love ffering to the Lord uf Christ back inte Christmas.
[Parents are encouraged to make [SPECIAL NOTE to our Radiao
sure each member of their Tamily Coppregation,. We will be on I1ive
iz able to participatel. oin Ohristmas day {over WIOT 18&0
LAl HIM JESUS: The fAdult on the AM ¢iall fFrom L0-11
Chyigtmas Musical will he instead of 1l-nuons sa be sure
prasanted 4t £330opm, This iz the ta tune in garly.
first times aur Adult Choir has T e _
attempted & Musizal Program and g Bl R B g S I b o N
I believe the resulis will

excite and inspire you.

Grace Free Will Baptist Church NONPROFIT ORGAMIZATION
£ 0 Bowx L1003 348 Lawrence St U S Postage PARID Feimit #8
Lake City, S £ 27340 Lake Lity, 5 C 29560



Tur BUNDAY SCROOL. Classes
using the Dobson Video Series
has bDeepn wall atteoded antd
received. We will continue this

Spnday with fecouwld vou think of

& more apprapriate bitlise thae

Sungay befure Christivas ) '

“Christian Fathering”. Then we

will akip two weebs~ fn Sunday

Sehingl on Christamas day and a

Bireday of Heview on Janm L3

beforse :nntlnuzﬂq the series.
Bifee we aren’ bt having

assemtly during these. classes

and will have no leszon for

responsi»e reading onoe  they

ranclude I have asslgaesd several

"Ualuntesrs” te give UBIECY

LESSONG the remainder of the

gquar ter _

Do 4— Baginngr Ulass

fmr 11— Primary Class

figr 18- Junios Class

Jarr 1—- Fastor

Jan 8— Connie MathialBillie Ard

Jan 18~ Todd Newell

Jam BEIS- Bully Buliivan

Jan 2% Damon Runian

Feb S5- Weman Lowder

Feh 18- Marion [oker

Fpk 19—~ Qeﬁxﬂu:r Cisss

Falb: P& Conmie Mathiw/Billie Ard

I am alas seeking stae
sYgluntgers” to divech the _
Valentne Banguet {Tussdayy Feb
14 orF Wed. Feb 153, the Good
Fridey Progran (Friday Parch
257, and wWwe will be selecting a
Yarstion Binble Srihtal Planning
Fommitize i the nest Taw woeks.
1F Lhe Lord dops net rpiurms 1
lgok for 1389 to be tha sost
ﬁiﬂdﬂ\&i?b vear of service {or
bz Loz our Chusoh hes sver Prget
mo yhuld belter ned your
eos ki ng %hOFﬁ Gt t : _

Speallng ot the Lavd” ﬁ?‘i’.uf’ﬂ;
the last Cﬁaﬁtar af 11 Pgt&r
deals with the Lord’™s return so
wer will canclode asc akudy of LI
Pebpe durirg Japuary and use
that KE S “iﬁuﬁthiﬁg ﬁﬁ'dn o
meain B oady of LSOt DBy
guring the first few munibs of
1989 . [fschatolegy is the study
af fEnd Time® thingsl.

‘uswmable order

We also plan to =rjoy moro

BOO0 MUSIC next year. I

addition to the corntinued
improvement ang participation by
our “Adult Chﬂir LI*ve sut & goal
for thes to "gut a Yepe” in 1969
Shat will bhave choly specials on
ang side and inskrumental sod
individual speriglsion the -
otherl we have already set op
SPECTAL SONG SERVICES--—

Coidan 8~ Richard Lee Family &3 ﬂﬂpm’
_Ean EEﬂ—fammy Braham

b A T

This will probebly be the lss.

_mewsletter. of 1988. 1 am btrying
‘Lo get al
L oker i hew f@ady ta ggblj st and get

tha bopklets I have

the Outredsch
Tape Ministiry
in @ mere

i T bhatve twer
JOL manter
fapez that
have o he :
stored and listed so T can
guickliy cbtain copies wben
penple regquest them; and that
dassn™d Lot lodse the neariy 100
Master tapeés o1 Bethel Bibile
Inetituwte: Studies that have to

e capied and put inte 3

systematic orderd.

[ am also working on Lhe yeai
erd Finarncial siatement for ithe
Outreach Ministry {1 hope p )

aactude 1t in this edition, iF

net, bhen it will sppear in the
Tirst pdition of 1962¥ but I
&Ly wardy ?n&w it Rag besn a
marveliots year ot Hialstry and
Miracles aad X ﬁpprec1ate-earh
person who bas ﬁﬁipﬂﬂ make it
possible.

1 Pray Goed wil give you the
very best Lhvistmes SRpanon. BVET
& yDL reatize ths Habe i
Bathleohen ig the Christ of
Calyvary st you &80 fove Him wiih
aill waur hzesrk snd Swrve Hlm

Wit 311 oyour LiTel

Preach&r ﬂiﬁe



GRACE & GLORY O TRENCH . MINISTRY

INCOME : ) _ EXPENGE s _
January,...... 316,02 January..«s» s A78.83 "
February.,.... 353.00 February...... 11i2.27
MArch...voe«.., 183.89 March.e.-es0.- 225.32 .
April....se... 801,12 APrilecyeren.- S6B.11
MBY . vreenuwenss, 911,89 S
Jure........,, S511.58 June...... ... 318,30
TUlYenwoonrees 337.08B JUulYeueraseer.. 4HB2,40
AuguSt.. ... .. 542.51 AUGUSE . s rean. . 1R3.65
September..... 734.63%% ‘ Septesntior.....l28&69.61%%
Octob@er......, 497,31 Octobet....... S20.42
November ......1128,964 : November ...... £60.27
December......__52.0C December , ....._gQU,21
TOTAL—=—m————— 5409 .57 TOTAL=——=————— S4GE . 4N

Balance 12/23/87.....% 400.23

Income for 1988.......8% 35407.57

TAOTAL to Account for..$ 5807.890

Experige for 1988......% 5492.43 !
Balance 18/1%/88......% 317.37 {1 have $233.50 worth of blank tapes
that have been received but the ©ill has not yet been received. After
paying for them the total becomes $83.87)

*#¥4HBoth these totals agre "inflated". I bought a VLR but it was not
what 1 Wwanted s I returned it, I wrote a chack Tor it and then,
returned the money to the fund when I retuyrned it but is shows up on
the books and has to be repurted. I then bought the VCR we are

presently using; so it appears we bought 2 VCRs in September when we
anly bought one. ‘ '

HE-——EXPENSES:

Postage-——=+—-—————%1199.47

Paper/Supplieg—~~$1014.99

Help Megdy-——————= & Sez. 3l

Tapag———mmmm————— $ 417.00 (Plus $233.90 received but not paid for)
Video Ministry-——-% 933.68 (includes returned VCR)
Baoklets———————-—-% 385.1Z .

Camputer——————m=—-— % F48.40 (Prungrams, Mouse, Monitor)

Var ipus——-——-—~~—=%§ 51 0&

Total Expense—-——$5492.43

THIAMNIKES to EVERYONE wha prayed and contributed during 1988,
Hundreds of Tapes and Booklets and Thousands of Newsletters allowed
us to reach multitudes of people last year. There is still so very
very much to doi I hope we can at least double the number of people
we reach in 198%9. Continue to Pray for God’s Wistgom. and direction in
everything we do. . ) : Preacher Mike



THE SHEPHERD ™S EE&EFQr4E3r¢
Luke 2:8-14

I imagine these shepherds were like most of us; a little upset at
having to work the "graveyard" shift in the fields while the rest of
the town celebrated the excitement surrounding the Census Crowd.
Sitting by the Tire that night, watching the giow of distant-
Bethlehem, they prebably mourned their lot in life and never dreamed
that thousands and countless thousands of men and boys would pretend
to be them in years to.come! ‘

Suddenly the serenity of that fireside wag disturbed by a blinding
light that brought terror to the hearts of these men. But immediately
following the terror came a- meusage; one of the greatest messages the
world had ever heard, the message that the Messiah was come!

fs we mit calmly in our pews today thinking of the pressure of
Christmas schedules and Christmas bills, I want us to loock at this
message and see The SERMIN, ths SIGN, and the SAYING contained in it
s that we too can see the Savigur.

I. THE SERMOM- LUK 2:10-11 &K WE ANGEL SAID INTD THEM, FEAR WOTs FOR, BEGOLL, T BRING YOU
600D TIDINGS BF SRERT IOV, WHICH BHALL BE TO ALL PGUPLE FOR UMTD YU 15 SORM THIS DAY I8 THE CITY OF DAVIE
A SAVifUR, WHICH IS CHRIST TRE LORG .

At To Calm theiy fear— "Fear Not”, Unexpected and unexplained
thinge bring {ear and worry. Vet sometimes the very thing that brings
the fear is the nessanger of Geood NMews! {(as the Angele were heve}

B) Jo Proclaim the Good ﬁﬁ&“ "Good t1dzng of great joy*

1. Ta all People
€. A Saviour is barn, Christ the Lord.

That®s the greainess of our message even today. Deathy hell, and
the grave have been defeated and fear should nog longer hold you in
tondagre. Like the Shepherds,; we too manmy times face sudden urisis—
ma jor disease, death of a loved one, unexpected debt. acute
longliness, etr.. God’s message to us is that Chris® as bepen born
bringing good tidings of great joy about life armrd a!! t’s problems:

‘1. Disease— You can live with it {in which case ad will give
sufficient Grace— II Cor 12:7]1 or die from it Tin which case you can
gao to be with Christitl.

&, Death~ { GEATH, WHERE 15 THY STING. O ERAVE, WMERE 15 THY GICTORY!

3. Debt— WY DRT 15 ARE T DO EXCEEDING AHONDANTLY ABIVE ML THAT WE 458 0% ™I, Eph 3:20

4, Loneliness— He iz a friend that sticks closer than a brother.

I0. THE SIGN- LUK 2:12 D THIS SHALL &1’:’ B OSTEM BNTE YDUs YE GHALl FIRD THE BAEE MEAFFED IR
SwADBLIRG CLOTHES. LYING I A& HAHBER, : '
A} The Baby- God sent a Baby to conquer the warld- A Baby for God
is more POWERFUL than any force in the world.
B) The Bundling- Swaddling clothes- PROSPERITY" is rnot how much you
own four this was the King of Kings in rags,.
C) The Hassinet- a manger—- [t°s not youwr PLACE in society.
To the Wise men God gsent a8 STAR, to the SBhepherds He sent a STABLE.
“He always points the way to Chrlst in a way YOU caﬂ recngﬂize.

IT1Y. THE SAYING- LUK 211314 ﬂ#!%ﬁhj THERE WAS WITH THE AMEEL nKﬁIH%&BFT%
HERVENLY HOST PRAIGING 50R, AND BAYING, GLURY T8 G60B I# THE WIGKEST, &N BM TARTH FEACE, GOBS WILL TOWARD NEX
AY Praises for God— Far only in loving and adoring Him do we find

what our heart craves.
B) Peace far Men- Because the Baby cvame to Beihlehem, Christ would
die on the (ross and men could find Peace and Salvation.

The Ssrmar ¥ar the Shesherd: containgd a message, an exarple, and a
conclusion (Goad rules for every preacher to follow as ke builds his
sermons i) . But a sermon demands a response,. How should youw respond to
the Shepberd’s Cermon? LUK 2:15 M IT Care 10 PA2S, A3 (HE AHFELY BIRE B0UE AWYY FROK
THER TNTQ HEANEN, THE SHEPHERDS SAIT OME YO ANGUAER, LET US NOM &0 EVEN UGG BOVRUENEN, A0 CEE THIG THING
WHICH IS CONE TO PASS, WHICH THE LORD BATY WAGZ KHOMN UNTD US. Caomg to Christ.
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Gezy-warnts oFfF Coyraptionm _
’ 11 Peter 231-c0
e of the Biblical "truths” that we often pverlook is that fnr‘
every good thing God provides Satan has an "evil UQpcaite". This as
especially true regarding those that proclaim the Gospel of Christ.
Batan has his messengers and his message; and multitudes of people
are unwittingly following his "pied pipers’ down the road to destruc-
tign f(and, amazirgly, moat are singing as they goll). Tudgy.l want us
to look at Peter's exposure of these "Servants of Corruption”. .
There are 3 reasors we need to do this: (1) Satan®s Traps- Sstan i
pot only a “roaring Lion", he is alsa an "Angel of light" and we neec
to recognize the difference; (2) Satan’s Teachers-tany taday relate
to & Man instead of his message. They put his word above God’e word
and his ways above Biblical ways; and (3) Satan’s Teachings~- The
preaching of the Cross is foplishness to men and Satan’s teachings
make 0 much "Sanse", Worship services have becems so "Cut and dried”
until we really don’t enjoy worshipping Godi we go home with a new
thought in our head and the seame cold feeling in our heart! So when
Saten comes along with a message of emotional fulfillment, release
from financial worries; and painless living many eagerly jump on his
bandwagon. Peter exposes these teachers Tor what they are and shows
how and why God’s judgement will fall upon them and all who follow
their fteachings!t!)

THE FALSE TEACHERS TO COME--

1. THEIR DESCRIPTION. 2:1-3 :

A) The Certainty of their coming~ "There SHALL BE falze Teachers
amnong you'" (Spe Acts 20:28-30)

8y The Corvuptipn of their Dockrine- “A Little Leaven..."

1. "Privily shall bring in damnable herescies": These false teachers
cleverly included a little false teachinmg among much true teachaing,
and this corrupted everything they did - as finding a hair in your
bowl of soup dims the taste!!
2. "Damnable": spesks af the logss of everyithing that makess human
existente worthwhile. It literally means "Ruin,s destruction”. This is
not something as simplie as trying to determine Cain’s Wifel This
teaching led to destruction for the Teacher and bis Followers.
3., "Heresies" js the "Choice of an opipion that is not the normal*;
thaerefore, to draw a wrong conclusion from the evidence provided- to
Ytwint" scripture to say what vou want it to say instead of what God
intended it to say. In this case the "Heresy" is denying the Lord
that bought themi denying the redemptive work of Christ as complete
in itself.

€y The Conseguences of their sctions:

a) Regarding their Success: MANY shall follow their Pernicious path
("Perniciopus” 1% unbridled lust, wantonness, shamelessness and refers
te the immoral lives and thoughts of these false teachersl. They will
have great success because they will appeal te the Flesh instead of
Faithi and this very success will cause many more to follow!!

i} Regarding Themselves: Bring upon themselves swift destiruction

c! Regarding Christians:_ The way of truth shall be evi] spoken of.

d) Regarding their “Converts*: Hake Merchandisg of tham
They destroy themselves, bring reproach on the work pf Bod, and waste
the Timey, tithes, and talents af those who fallaw tham; and yet as
they do this they are able to build a large earthly empirel !
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I1T. THEIR DESTRUCTIOM 2:4-% There are 3 examples given to show
God's Displeasure with the False: Bod didn’i Spare:

Ay The Annels: ve & He cast them out of Heaven ints "Tartarus” [a
part of Hell reserved Tor fallen angels].AND THE AMSELS BHICH KEPT NOT THEIR FIRGT
ESTATE, BT LEFT iHETR QWY HARITATION, #E WATH RESERVEL TN EVERLASTING CHAIAS GNITR OARLKESS wiTd THE TGS
oF  THE BRZGT Div. Jude & ' '

B} The World: vs § He destroyed the world by water in Neah’s day

-Cy The Citiesn: vs & of Sodom and Gomarvah dug to their ain

1§1. THEIR DCFILEMENTY 2:10-19
Thelr Character '

) Arrogent 10-11 The orly power they recagnize is "Self” and
tney’re quick to condemn or criticize anyons doepusn’t see things thear
W3V . . ' t )

BY lgrnorant 12 Like "Brute Beast" who live only for todays unawarc
that the wslaughiter House door is just ahead.

C) Wantan 13-14 Want to fparty’ all the time while maintaining a
religicus fFacade. Their eyes are full of lust, their mind 1w
captivated by si1n, their heart works at coveting, and they are
willing to even curse God's children T there ia a profit invalved.

Their Claims: 17-19

) Believe Thirst but like wells without water and wind bliown
clougs they are pramises without fulfillment.

B) Give Liberty but they are in Hordage to Sin. They talk about.
Freedomn fram their "cells of sin" and only add sors cellmatesl! Matt
23: 1T WOE ¢uTR Y. SCHTRER AND PHARISEED, VPOCRITES: FOK VE CB6PAEZ SEA AT LOND YO MAXE OWE FROSELYVVE.
FAR HMEN £DO13 dAlE, ¢E ARWE HIM TROFDLD MOAE TRE CWILD OF HELL THAH VOURSELSES.

IV. THEIR DESPERATE BTRAIT 20-22 .

A} After having escaped the pollution of the world, they are sgain
ertanaled tg the point of being overcome. On fhe bordser of the
Fraomioewnd land they turn back amd die in the desert. They had the
pure water of life snd deliberately mixed it with mud!!

B) Their latter end is worse than the bheginning due to theic

1. ttnowledge~ They know what real libecty and Tresdom is and now
nave settled for a fake and a fraud. '

e Carnality— Vomit and mare are thedr habiftation. How the Mighty
have Tallen!! ) ' )

There are multitudes of False Prophets today. And God’s Judgment is
henging over thelr head. You can Tollow them down the path to
destruction or you can &llow the Truth to really set you free. Prime
ceindidates for these False Teachers are Jukewarm uncommitted
Christlans, When yaou" Zeal for God begins tu wean Satan will always
have sarething to replace it with—— but look what piropen yvou end up
1rt.
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P P f i stver MMuadd
Niamomcs in G 1] Peter 2:5-6
In the early days of Diamond mining in Bnutb &frica Diamonds were
literally "laying on the ground” for you to pick up but it sdon ;
became necessary to begin mining tn ohtain them., At first even this
was not much of a task as the ground was soft and the rewards were
great. Suon however they mined past the soft gragnd to a layer of
"marble Clay" that was almost like a concrete barrier. Many stopped
mining and went elsewhere but some Telt that if they could get past
this hardenesd mud they would #gain find Diamonds. They went to great
work and effort to cut this mud into blocks and haul it into the
plain beside the mine in the hopes they would soon get past it; it
became apparent, however, that the mud was deeper than they thought
and it seemed their efforts had been futile. One days however, 'a
worker noticed that the mud blocks they had hauled to the surface hau.
begun to dry and ¢rack in the African Sun and as they fell apart they
found that many of them contained diamonds!t!

This is & little like what I want us to look at today. In the mids!
of a sin-sick world mired in the mud of corruptiorn and sin Bod
"plucks” out & couple af Diamonds for us to examineg and learn fraom.

1- NOAM: The Preacher of Highteousness.

@A _The MUD &6 54 THAL THE WICKEDHESS OF WRN WAS GAKRT [N THE FARTH. AND THAT EVERY INAGIRATIMN U7
THE THOUBHTS OF WIS MERRT WAS OWLY EVIL COMTINUALLY,  THE EARTH LSO Wdd CORRUPT SEFCRE 60D AND THE EARTK
WS FILLED WITK YIOLEMCE . o0 GOD LOAVED UPCH THE ERRTH, AWD. FEHKE, [T RAS CORAUPTY FOR ML FLESH #AD
CORRUFATED WIS WAV UPOK THE EMTH. Ben &15, 1118 :

Gen &:11-12 in the Amplified Bible gives an even more graphic
description of how bad Nosh’'s times were~ "The earth was depraved anc
putrid in Bod’'s sighty and the land was filled with violerce '
‘desecration, infringement, outrage; assault, and lust for power).
#nd God looked upon the world and saw how degenerate, dehased and
vicious it wasi for all Wumarnity ttad corrupted their way upon the
earth and lost their true directien.” What an awful picture of a
world in whieh Crimes Corruption, and Chans were the ovrder of the
day. Men had gone from believing IN GOD to BEING their own GOD so
that whatever plessed them had to be right (Daes that sound like our
world today?7?).

God had tried to warm this Wayward World sway from the “Guicksand"
it was bogged in-— Endch had warned these people (Jude 14,195 &) ERMY
M50y THE SEVENTH FROM ADAN, PRUPHESIED OF THESE, SAVING, BEROLD, TWE LORD COMETH WITW TEW THOUSANDE OF His
BAINTS,  TO EXECUTE TUBGWENT UPOM ML, ARD YO CONVIHCE MLL THAT WRE UNBODLY AMOHS THEY OF ALL TRETR UNGDRLY
DEERS HICH THEY HAVE UHGUIAY COMMITVED, AND OF ALL ‘THEIR HARD SFEECHES wHICH NSODLY SIHNRS MAVE SPOVEN
AERINST HIX.Y 3 Nosh preached rightecusness to thems and God’s Spirit had
been striving with them (Gen 6:13); yet they rejected Bod and were
without excuse. Just as today men have svery oppor tunity ta hear and
heed the call of God and, yet, most of them live their lives seeking
enly to please self ang ignoring the warning of the wrath of God that
will soon be unleased upon them,

B} The DIAMOMD-  One of tha greatest verses in'the Bibhle to me is
BUT HOAR FLoMD GRACE IK THE EVES OF THE LOR Gem &:8. To me it’s a message of Hope ac
the sun swiftly sets ‘on thia simsick worldj an assurance that God
stilil honeors Faith and Faithfulness. HEB 1117 says that this Grace
saved Moahs Hie family, and the creatures of the earth- 37 FSITH KOAH, 3Eies
WRRNED OF &CQ GF THTHGS WOT ZEEW A5 VET, MOVED WiTW FEAR, PREPARED AN ARK TO THE SaviMs OF RIS WOUSE; BY W,
PUICR HT CORQTMNEL THE #ORLD, AND BECAMSE MEIR OF THE RIJHTEQUSRESS WHICH 13 BY FAITH.

You have a choice today, you can be a Preacher of Righteousness or
a Partaker with the riotous; You can be destroyed with the sud or
shine as a "Diamond” forever.
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IT. LDYV: The “Vexed". Lot might be callied a Diamand with a3 slight
flaw! Where Noah Freached to and separated from the "Mud” of the
multitude, Lot dwelt among and continually saw and heard the filth of
the warld. . - . . :

p)_The MUD: "Vexed" means to tire down with toil. to exhaust. In
this case it can be translated “To Wear out”!. {ot was vompletely
warn down by the marner of life of the lawless inhabitants of Sedom.
And he never got tihe opporiunity to be refreshed and renewed becauss
he had settled down permanently amorg them and was constantly worn
down by seeing and hearing their ungodliness every day. This is what
takes the "Victory” out of many Christians today—— They work in the
wor lgy rest in front of a television spewing wickedness, and must
daily deal with & svclety that has last all morals and mannevs.

Tao bad Lot didn't have a Church he could have'gone tb for
Inspiration and Edification—— Top bad that wmany that have such a
church svailabrle do not sttend. and allow the warld to canstaatly wea
Livem out!? : . ) .

Tou bad Lot didn’t have Family Devotions to renew his family's
gpiritual bhealth anmd teach them right from wrang——— Toe bad that
familles today never pray and study the Bible togethsr and allow the
world ta mold their children inte it’s image. Just like Lot, now
their children will not listem when they tell them God’s wrath is
coming and most will die in the destruction.

By The DIAMAOMD: I'1l) admit to you that [ probsbly wauld have
"Written Lad off” 37 1 would have been God but, Thank Bod, Bod still
loved and cared for Lot. ! would have called Lot a lot of things but
rever what God called him, Just., 1'm s glad God saw he had a
"righteous soul" and didn’t use man’'s judgment. What a tremendous
Felp and Hape this is for those of us who are not Gliants in the work
and Benerals in God’s Army but, instesd, simply imperfect "foot
soldiers"”, Aren’t you glad the Father is still on the porch waiting
far the sorn Lo come bhame from the Pigpenl!

IMPORTANT NOTE: Noah built an ark to the saving of his housebald, Lot
lost his fTamily, his fortune, and his “fame” by living among, instead
af separabting from, the world. God was willinmg te forgive Sin but
Lthiere are conssgosnces of sinfulness that must be dealt with-- Peopls
will repent of sin and come to God expecting this to mend their
marriage; fTorgetiting that while they have comse to a relationship with
God they must alge mend their relationship with their mate. People
fail to raise Lheir children right and then when ore of them gets
into trouble they think that one trip to the altar can make up for
years of neglect. A man will abuse his body and society’s trust with
is drink or drug habit and then think a single praver will restore
the morey he’s throwhn away and renew people’s confidence in him.

God ctalls us today to be “"Dismonds” in the midst of the Mud, It
bregins with the change Trom "Divt to Diamonds' by being born again.
Then He asks ws to live a life of Separation so that we can shine as
fights 1o viners that nesrd to see the way.

Are you Waraing the World ov living like the Worid??
“Are you Dirt or a Diemond?? .





